
  
   

 

 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the: 

Alnwick (Schooner) 

 

 

 

Report compiled by: 

Gareth J.S. Davies 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

2 
 

 

 

Report Title: Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 
(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the: 
Alnwick (Schooner) 

 
 
 

 
Compiled by:                Gareth J.S. Davies 

Manila, Philippines 

Email/Skype: davies_j_gareth@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of: Nautical Archaeology Society 
Fort Cumberland 

Fort Cumberland Road 

Portsmouth 

PO4 9LD 

Tel: +44 (0)23 9281 8419 

E-mail: nas@nauticalarchaeologysociety.org 

Web Site: www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org 

 

 

 

 

Managed by: Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit 
17 Hornyold Road 

Malvern 

Worcestershire 

WR14 1QQ 

Tel: +44 (0)1684 574774 

E-mail: MADUdiving@gmail.com 

Web Site: www.madu.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

Date: January 2021 

 
 
 

 
Report Ref:                                Leave blank 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:davies_j_gareth@hotmail.com
mailto:nas@nauticalarchaeologysociety.org
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/
mailto:MADUdiving@gmail.com
mailto:MADUdiving@gmail.com
http://www.madu.org.uk/
http://www.madu.org.uk/


Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

3 
 

1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner Alnwick (MADU Ref 

#306) built in Miramichi, New Brunswick, Canada in 1856.  

On Jan 31 1895, the Alnwick while sailing for St Tudwals Road had her sails blown away. The 

anchor was dropped and the crew signaled for assistance from the Pwllhwli Lifeboat which took 

the crew of 3 to Pwllheli On Feb 01 the Alnwick was still drifting but a change in wind direction 

kept her from grounding on St Patrick’s Causeway. Later on Feb 01 a steam tug took the Alnwick 

in tow to a place of safety. The Alnwick continued to sail until May 1916 when she ran aground 

and sank off Ross, Kirkcudbright Scotland. 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The schooner Alnwick was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history from the mid 19th century to early 20th century. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

MADU               
Ref. No. 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel 
Type 

Matls Ref. 

306 31/01/1895 Alnwick Cardiganshire Causeway grounded / abandoned   Schooner   rc 

 

On Jan 31 1895, while sailing for St Tudwals Road the sails were blown away. The anchor was 

dropped and the crew signaled for assistance from the Pwllhwli Lifeboat which took the crew of 3 

to Pwllheli. On Feb 01 the Alnwick was still drifting but a change in wind direction kept her from 

grounding on St Patrick’s Causeway. Later on Feb 01 a steam tug took the Alnwick in tow to a 

place of safety.  

 

Fig 1: Sarn Badrig where Alnwick was Abandoned, Oct 7 1916  

 

 

Fig 2: Location of Sinking of Alnwick, off Ross, Kirkcudbright Scotland May 31 1916 
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Alnwick 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of Alnwick in MNL 1858 and LR 1858  

 

Using Google and Keyword, Alnwick,  

Found websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the  

Alnwick (Schooner) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Alnwick (Schooner) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Alnwick 

 Type Schooner 

  General Cargo 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: N/A 

  Delivered: 1856 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder N/A  

  Miramichi, New Brunswick, Canada 

Construction Materials  Wood 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads N/A 

 Other N/A 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details 3 masts 

Dimensions Length 76 ft        2 ins      m 

 Beam 21ft         4 ins m 

 Draught  10 ft        0 ins m 

Tonnage Gross 91 

 Net N/A 

 Deadweight N/A 

Owners First ?Evans & Co. (LR) 

 Second Owen Thomas, Anglesey, 1865-1874 (MNL) 

 Third William Morgan, Cumbria, 1875-1885 (MNL) 
 Fourth Thomas Morgan, Anglesey, 1886-1916 (MNL) 
Registry Port Beaumaris, Wales 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 35533 

 Code R.Q.B.T 

History Routes Coastal U.K, Ireland, Northern France 

 Cargo Coal, iron ore, oats, timber 

Final Voyage From Belfast 

 To Maryport, Cumbria 

 Captain James Harris 

 Crew 4 

 Passengers 0 

 Cargo N/A 

 Date 31/05/1916 

 Location Ross, Kirkcudbright Scotland 

 Cause ?Weather 

 Loss of life 0 

 Outcome Grounded, capsized and sank 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The schooner Alnwick was built in Miramichi, New Brunswick, Canada in 1856 and first 

registered in the U.K in 1858 (Appendix A, B, C, D). 

• On Jan 31 1895, while sailing for St Tudwals Road the sails were blown away. The anchor was 

dropped and the crew signaled for assistance from the Pwllhwli Lifeboat which took the crew of 

3 to Pwllheli. On Feb 01 the Alnwick was still drifting but a change in wind direction kept her 

from grounding on St Patrick’s Causeway. Later on Feb 01, a steam tug took the Alnwick in tow 

to a place of safety (Appendix H, I). 

• On May 31 1916, the Alnwick sailing from Belfast to Maryport went ashore on the bar inside 

the Ross Kirkcudbright Scotland then drifted on to the Milton Sands. The ship later capsized on 

June 1. The captain and crew of 4 abandoned the ship safely (Appendix M).  

   From newspaper articles the Alnwick was recorded:  

 

➢ Sep 01 1859: Arrived Amlwch Wales. 

  

➢ Sep 25 1862: Sailed Amlwch Wales for Liverpool. 

  

➢ Sep 10 1863: Arrived Amlwch Wales from Llanelli Wales. 

  

➢ Mar 11 1864: Sailed from Port Penrhyn, Bangor Wales. 

➢ Sep 22 1864: Sailed from Amlwch Wales. 

➢ Dec 27 1864: At Llanelli Wales, a shoemaker was charged by Master John Williams of the 

Alnwick of assaulting him with a stone which caused a severe wound on his 

nose. The accused was fined 20s and 1 month in jail (Appendix E). 

  

➢ Jan 26 1865: Sailed Amlwch Wales for Barrow. 

➢ Mar 03 1865: Sailed Amlwch Wales for Barrow. 

➢ Mar 11 1865: Arrived Cardiff from Barrow with 142 tons of iron ore for Dowlais Iron Co. 

➢ Jun 08 1865: Export Cardiff for Caen France 140 ton of coal. 

➢ Aug 23 1865: Arrived Cardiff from Barrow with 145 tons of iron ore for Dowlais Iron Co. 

  

➢ May 10 1866: Arrived Amlwch Wales from Llanelli Wales. 

  

➢ Mar 08 1867: Sailed Amlwch Wales for London. 

  

➢ Jun 25 1869: Sailed Amlwch Wales for London. 

➢ Jul 31 1869: Arrived Amlwch Wales from London. 

➢ Nov 05 1869: Arrived Amlwch Wales from Llanelli Wales. 

  

➢ May 05 1871: Arrived Amlwch Wales from Llanelli Wales. 

➢ Nov 17 1871: Arrived Amlwch Wales from Llanelli Wales. 

➢ Dec 08 1871: Passed eastward of Dover. 

  

➢ Feb 16 1872: Capt John Williams formerly of the Alnwick became captain of the new 

schooner Holy Wath launched at Amlwch Wales. 

  

➢ Feb 21 1873: Sailed Amlwch Wales for London. 

➢ Mar 26 1873: Sailed from Cemaes, Anglesey eastward after arriving from London. 

➢ Oct 09 1873: Arrived Penarth from Cardiff, light. 

➢ Nov 14 1873 Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria with cargo of iron ore. 

➢ Nov 21 1873: Sailed Cardiff for Par Cornwall. 

  

➢ Mar 24 1874: Arrived Cardiff from Milford Haven, light. 

➢ Apr 06 1874: Sailed Cardiff for Amlwch Wales. 
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➢ May 14 1875: Arrived Cardiff from Bristol, light. 

➢ May 26:  Sailed Cardiff for Waterford Ireland. 

➢ Jul 05 1875: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria with cargo of iron ore. 

➢ Jul 22 1875: Sailed Cardiff for Douglas. 

  

➢ Jan 10 1876: Arrived Cardiff with cargo of iron ore. 

➢ Jan 20 1876: Sailed Cardiff for Par Cornwall. 

➢ Apr 11 1876: Arrived Swansea from Whitehaven with cargo of iron ore. 

➢ May 30 1876: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria with cargo of iron ore. 

➢ Jul 16 1876: Arrived Cardiff from Beulion France. 

➢ Oct 12 1876: Admiralty case brought by the owner of the schooner Abeona against the 

Alnwick for injuries sustained in two collisions at Penarth Roads on Aug 01 

(Appendix F). 

➢ Dec 08 1876: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria with cargo of iron ore. 

➢ Dec 08 1876: Sailed Cardiff for Amlwch Wales. 

  

➢ Mar 07 1877: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria with cargo of iron ore. 

➢ May 17 1877: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria, 145 tons of iron ore for Rhymney Co. 

➢ Aug 29 1877: Admiralty case brought by the owner of the French vessel Juste against Mr. 

Morgan of Duddon Cumbria owner of the Alnwick for damages sustained in a 

collision at Cardiff on Aug 03.  

➢ Sep 25 1877: Arrived Cardiff with cargo of iron ore. 

  

➢ Oct 24 1878: Arrived Cardiff from Whitehaven with 145 tons of iron ore for Rhymney Co. 

  

➢ Sep 20 1879: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria with iron ore. 

➢ Nov 04 1879: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria with iron ore. 

  

➢ Oct 04 1880: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria, 146 tons of iron ore for Rhymney Co. 

➢ Nov 20 1880: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria, 143 tons of iron ore for Rhymney Co. 

  

➢ Jan 19 1881: Alnwick broke adrift in Kingstown Harbour Ireland and fouled the gaff topsail 

of the trawler Saxon. The Saxon also broke loose and both ships collided with 

the west pier causing minimal damage. Hawsers were attached by the 

coastguard and other people and the vessels warped to a place of safety. 

➢ Feb 26 1881: Arrived Cardiff from Duddon Cumbria, 143 tons of iron ore for Rhymney Co. 

➢ Sep 12 1881: The Alnwick sailing from Runcorn Liverpool to Dublin collided with the Lassell 

in the river Mersey and was considerably damaged. 

  

➢ Dec 13 1883: The Alnwick sailing from Rathmelton Ireland to Cardiff was assisted into 

Ramsey Isle of Man after loss of sails, anchors and chains. 

  

➢ Mar 07 1884: Arrived Cardiff from Ramelton Ireland with 77 ton round timber. 

➢ Dec 11 1884: Arrived Port Dinorwic Wales. 

  

➢ Apr 23 1885: Arrived Port Penrhyn, Bangor Wales. 

➢ Jun 12 1885: Sailed Port Penrhyn for Stromness Scotland. 

  

➢ Mar 14 1887: Sailed Porthcawl with 120 tons of coal. 

  

➢ Mar 22 1889: During a storm in Amlwch Wales harbour the British Queen a 3 masted iron 

ship had her bowspit taken way and then smashed into the Alnwick causing 

more damage to her bow. Several other ships were also damaged. 

➢ Aug 09 1889: Sailed Amlwch Wales for Newcastle. 

➢ Jul 18 1890: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Southampton. 

  

➢ Sep 18 1891: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for London. 
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➢ Mar 28 1893: Sailed Swansea for Dover. 

➢ May 11 1893: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Bangor Wales. 

➢ May 27 1893: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Newcastle. 

➢ Jul 19 1893: Arrived Swansea from Topsham Devon, light. 

➢ Jul 24 1893: Export for Dover 140 tons of coal. 

  

➢ Apr 03 1894: A woman was charged in Runcorn of stealing 9s from Captain Robert Williams 

of the Alnwick. The accused was told to leave town and not return. 

➢ May 08 1894: At Kinsale Petty Sessions a breach of the licensing law was brought against 

the owner of a tavern for serving drinks after hours to Captain Robert Williams 

and Mate David Davis of the Alnwick (Appendix G). 

➢ May 25 1894: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Kinsale Ireland. 

➢ Sep 11 1894: Arrived Swansea from Newport Wales light. 

➢ Sep 18 1894: Sailed Swansea for Portrush 150 tons of coal. 

  

➢ Jan 31 1895: While sailing for St Tudwals Road the sails were blown away. The anchor was 

dropped and the crew signaled for assistance from the Pwllhwli Lifeboat which 

took the crew of 3 to Pwllheli. On Feb 01 the Alnwick was still drifting but a 

change in wind direction kept her from grounding on St Patrick’s Causeway. 

Later on Feb 01 a steam tug took the Alnwick in tow to a place of safety 

(Appendix H, I). 

➢ Apr 04 1895: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Tralee Ireland. 

➢ May 14 1895: Arrived Cardiff from Tralee Ireland, ballast. 

➢ May 20 1895: Sailed Cardiff for Troon Scotland. 

➢ Nov 20 1895: A fire gutted the cabin of the Alnwick while at Bowling on the Clyde. The 

Alnwick had discharged 140 tons of slate and was about to proceed to 

Glasgow to load. No crew were onboard at the time (Appendix J). 

  

➢ Mar 19 1896: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Amlwch Wales. 

  

➢ Apr 28 1898:  Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Dublin. 

  

➢ Mar 24 1899: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Arbroath Scotland. 

  

➢ Mar 30 1900: Arrived Swansea from Caernarfon Wales. 

➢ Apr 16 1900: Sailed Swansea for Westport Ireland with 130 tons of coal. 

➢ Jun 08 1900: Arrived Cardiff from Westport Ireland, cargo of oats. 

➢ Jun 18-28:  Sailed Cardiff for Caernarfon Wales. 

➢ Oct 05-09:  While making for the harbour at Ramsgate Kent, the Alnwick missed the 

entrance and drove ashore on the sand at the back of the east pier where she 

stuck heavily. Eventually was assisted off and brought into the harbour by the 

tug Yare. The Alnwick was sailing from London to Workington with a cargo of 

cement. The vessel was reported leaky after the grounding. The lifeboat at 

Ramsgate was also involved saving the Alnwick. It was proposed to put the 

Alnwick on the hard to find, repair the leak and complete other repairs to 

continue its voyage (Appendix K). 

  

➢ Apr 26 1901: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Bangor Wales. 

➢ Jul 25 1901: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Swansea. 

➢ Oct 10 1901: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Bowling Clyde. 

  

➢ Jan 24 1902: Arrived Cardiff form Padstow Cornwall, light. 

➢ Feb 27 1902: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Cardiff. 

➢ Mar 27 1902: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Silloth Cumbria. 

➢ May 29 1902:  Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Bangor Wales. 

➢ Jun 19 1902: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Silloth Cumbria. 

➢ Sep 25 1902:  Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Bangor Wales. 

➢ Oct 09 1902: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Cork. 
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➢ Oct 17 1902: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Cork. 

  

➢ Jan 23 1903:  Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Belfast. 

➢ Feb 19 1903: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Belfast. 

➢ Feb 26 1903: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Cork. 

➢ May 28 1903: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Cardiff. 

➢ Jul 02 1903: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Cardiff. 

➢ Jul 14 1903: Arrived Cardiff from Newport Wales, light. 

➢ Jul 30 1903: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Cardiff. 

➢ Aug 13 1903: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Cardiff. 

➢ Sep 24 1903: Arrived Cardiff from Newport Wales light. 

➢ Oct 08 1903: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Cardiff. 

➢ Oct 15 1903: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Porthmadog Wales. 

➢ Nov 19 1903: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Cardiff. 

➢ Dec 17 1903: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Cardiff. 

  

➢ Jan 07 1904: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Cardiff. 

➢ Feb 19 1904: While sheltering at Angle bay Milford Haven the Alnwick sprung a leak. She 

was run on to the mud at Pill and her cargo discharged. The Alnwick had been 

sailing from Cardiff to Youghal Ireland.  

➢ May 12 1904: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Youghal Ireland. 

➢ May 26 1904: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Cardiff. 

➢ Jun 30 1904: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Dublin. 

➢ Aug 18 1904: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Southampton. 

➢ Nov 08 1904: Put in Passage East Ireland due to loss of sail, sailing from Glasgow to Cork.  

➢ Dec 15 1904: Arrived Sharpness Gloucestershire from Cork with cargo of fir timber. 

➢ Dec 28 1904: Sailed Sharpness Gloucestershire for Cork with 136 tons of salt. 

  

➢ Aug 17 1905: Advert to order best house coal for winter stocks from Alnwick, Fishguard  

  

➢ Oct 18 1906: Arrived Cardiff from Youghal Ireland with cargo of pit wood. 

  

➢ Jan 07 1908: The Alnwick and Agnes went aground during a storm off Arklow Ireland. 

➢ Jul 09 1908: The Mary Rosanna collided with the Alnwick at Courtmacsherry Ireland. 

  

➢ Aug 15 1909: Arrived Swansea from Wicklow Ireland with 135 tons of iron pyrites. 

➢ Aug 26 1909: Cleared Swansea for Ballyann Ireland with 135 ton of coal. 

➢ Oct 19 1909: Arrived Swansea from New Ross Ireland with cargo of oats. 

➢ Oct 27 1909: Cleared Swansea for Ballyann Ireland with 135 ton of coal. 

  

➢ Jul 18 1910: Discharging and selling best red ash house coal at Cork, 12s/ton. 

➢ Oct 14 1910: Barry Lifeboat was sent out at 12:30am to assist Alnwick after her moorings 

parted in a gale. After 2 hours searching the Alnwick could not been found and 

the lifeboat returned. A tug seen in the area is thought to have taken the 

Alnwick in (Appendix L). 

➢ Oct 17 1910: Arrived Newport Wales from Youghal Ireland with cargo of pit wood.  

  

➢ Apr 10 2015: Discharging and selling coal at South Quay, Wicklow Ireland. 

  

➢ Jan 14 1916: The Alnwick has been lying in New Ross Ireland since Sep 6 1915 and is in the 

Freshhouse Dock. The Alnwick broke her stern mooring on Sep 1 and came in 

against the quay bending 7-8 feet of the rail and loosening the cement about 

the mooring post on Charles Street. The ship broker has charge of the ship 

and said he would make good for the damages. 

➢ May 31 1916: The Alnwick sailing from Belfast to Maryport went ashore on the bar inside the 

Ross Kirkcudbright Scotland then drifted on to the Milton Sands. The ship later 

capsized on June 1. The captain and crew of 4 abandoned the ship safely 

(Appendix M). 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 3 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report, sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the schooner Alnwick.  

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Using a specific phrase of 

schooner Alnwick reduced the number of newspaper to view significantly. 

From the information gathered the Alnwick conducted a lot of trade between Ireland and Wales 

and other ports on the west coast of the United Kingdom carrying raw materials and grains. 

Newspaper articles also show a number of collisions and groundings of the Alnwick.  
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Mercantile Navy List 1858, Alnwick 

 

N.B: Alnwick listed as registered in Miramichi, N.B. 

Appendix B: Lloyd’s Registry 1858, Alnwick 

 

N.B: Alnwick listed as registered in Amlwch 
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Appendix C:  Lloyd’s Registry 1863, Alnwick with Dimensions 

 

  

 

Appendix D: Appropriation Sheet 1856 for Alnwick  

 

 

 

Appendix E: Court Case at Llanelli after assault on Captain of Alnwick 
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Appendix F: Case Brought Against Alnwick for Damages after collision  
                     on Oct 1 1876 
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Appendix G: Court Case Against Landlord at Kinsale, May 22 1894 

 

 

Appendix H: Report of Alnwick Adrift, Jan 31 1895 
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Appendix I: Lifeboat Magazine, Aug 1 1895 

 

 

Appendix J: Fire aboard Alnwick at Bowling Clyde, Nov 20 1895 
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Appendix K: Lifeboat Magazine, Feb 1 1901 

 

 
Appendix L: Barry Lifeboat Launch in Search of Drifting Alnwick off    

                     Penarth, Oct 14 1910 
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Appendix M: Sinking off Ross, Kirkcudbright Scotland, June 3 1916 

 


