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Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

1.0 Abstract

Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels
known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the steamship SS Boltonhall built
at Irvine's Ship Building and Dry Docks Company, West Hartlepool in 1900.

On Aug 20 1918, SS Boltonhall was torpedoed 34 miles SWxW of Bardsey Island by the German
U-boat UB-92. The crew abandoned and the SS Boltonhall sunk. 5 crew members were killed
during the attack.

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do
not reside in the U.K.




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project

Nautical Archaeology Society

2.1 Tables of Contents
1.0 Abstract ----------------- oo 3
2.0  INdeX ------mm oo oo
2.1  Table of Contents -----============-m=mmmm oo
2.2 List of Tables --===========m=mmm oo 4
2.3 List of Figures -=-=========-==mm oo oo oo 4
2.4 Contributors =============m= oo 4
2.5  Abbreviations -------=-=--=-m=mmmmm oo 5
2.6 AppeNndiCeS —======= == == m oo o e e e oo 5
3.0 Introduction ---------- 6
4.0 Background ~~-==-==rmecmmmmmec s m e e e ———— - —————————————————————— 7
5.0 Research Methodology ----===========m—m o m oo 8
6.0 Results -—--=--==-==-uun 9
7.0 Analysis --=--==-==----- 10
8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations 17
9.0 References ----------- 18
9.1 Online WebPages ----==========-==-=mm oo oo 18
9.2 Personal Correspondences -----=============-==om=om oo oo ooooo oo 18
2.2 List of Tables
Table 1. Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database -------------=-----cocoooououo-
Table 2. SS Boltonhall (Steamship) Specification and History --------=--=---=--ccemcuuo
Table 3. UB-92 (U-boat) Specification and History -----======---mmmommmmm oo 16
2.3 List of Figures
Front Page: SS Boltonhall =-=========mmm oo e 1
Fig 1: Reported Location of the Sinking of the SS Boltonhall ------=--=-==-=--ccmmmeemeu 7

2.4 Contributors

Ian Cundy

MADU Archaeological Diving Unit,

Nautical Archaeology Society (Regional co-ordinator for Wales)




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project

Nautical Archaeology Society

2.5 Abbreviations

MADU Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit
MNL Mercantile Navy List
LR Lloyds’ Registry

2.6 Appendices

Appendix A:
Appendix B:

Appendix C:

Appendix D:

Appendix E:
Appendix F:

Appendix G:

Appendix H:

Appendix I:
Appendix J:
Appendix K:

Appendix L:

Appendix M:
Appendix N:

Appendix O:

Appendix P:

Appendix Q

Launch Announcement Aug 19 1900, SS Boltonhall --------------------- 19
Appropriation Book 1900, SS Boltonhall -------======-==-mmmooommmomoo e 19
Mercantile Navy Listing 1901, SS Boltonhall ------====---====zcccnmmmoeee 20
Lloyd’s Register 1901, SS Boltonhall ---------=====-mcmmmmmo oo 20
News Article on Tyne and large coal ships, 1901 ---------------=-------- 21
Reported Damage and Loss of Crew Members, Feb 1903 --------------- 21
Lost Propeller off Lundy Island, Sep 18 1905 ----------------cmooomomm- 22
Dry Docking at Tyne, Oct 1906 ---=-=============mmm oo 22
Report on Grounding in Mediterranean, Feb 1907 ----------------------- 23
Report on Grounding near Constantinople, Aug 1907 ------------------- 24
Charge of overloading for voyage to Vera Cruz, Jan 1909 -------------- 24
Report on Grounding at New York, Mar 1910 -------==-----=------oooooe- 26
Collision at Newport, Dec 1910 --=--========-=m=mmmmmmmm oo 26
Crew received after strikes, Jul 1914 -----------m--mmmmmmooooooooooo e 26
Salvage Claim Paid --=--==========mmm oo oo 27
German U-Boat UB Class (UB-88 pictured) ---------==--=-----=mmooomm- 27
Lloyd’s Casualty Listing 1918, SS Boltonhall ---------=--------cmccooooe- 28




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

3.0 Introduction

The steamship SS Boltonhall was chosen as:

e it covered a period of sea history covering WW1.
e it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list.

e I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my
previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online.

The following topics form the basis of the research:

What were the vessel’s specifications?

What historical information is available relating to the vessel?

Has any salvage, etc. been carried out?

Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel?
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4.0 Background
Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master
Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.
Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database
MADU Date Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Matls Ref.
Ref. No. Wrecked Type
20/08/1918 | Boltonhall Off Bardsey Island 34mi, SWxW Stm Stl RHIW / COF
On Aug 20 1918, the SS Boltonhall sailing from Manchester to Gibraltar with a cargo of coal was
torpedoed by U-boat UB-92 34 miles SWxW of Bardsey Island. The SS Boltonhall sank with the

death of 5 crew members.

Fig 1: Reported Location of the Sinking of the SS Boltonhall
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5.0 Research Methodology

Computer System

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.

Windows 10Pro
Microsoft Office 2007

Search engines used: Google Chrome

Methodology

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks
Choose ship — Boltonhall

s

Found fi

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL)

rst listing of Boltonhall in MNL 1901 and LR 1901

1L

Using Google and Keyword, Boltonhall,
Found websites/pages for references.
From websites/pages listed reviewed

.yt

iyt

Ship Details
Ship Builders

Location Built

Specifications

Ship History Other Relevant
Voyages Information

Accidents & Incidences

iyt

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project
(North Cardigan Bay)
On-line research into the Sinking of
SS Boltonhall (Steamship)

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed
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Table 2: SS Boltonhall (Steamship) Specification and History

Vessel Name/s SS Boltonhall
Type Steamship
General Cargo
Built Date Laid Down: N/A
Launched: 03/04/1900
Delivered: 01/05/1900
Builder Irvine's Ship Building and Dry Docks Company
West Hartlepool. Yard#: 112
Construction Materials Steel
Decks 1
Bulkheads 6
Others p/deck 28ft, b/deck 85ft, f/castle 35ft
Propulsion Type Steam
Single screw
Engine Details T3cyl
25, 40, 67 x 45in; 160 1b
H.P: 308 nhp
Allan, W. & Co.
Boilers 2 steel boiler; 8pf GS 125; HS 4740
Drive Type Propeller
Number 1
Dimensions Length 341 ft 2ins m
Beam 48 ft 2ins m
Draught 25 ft 0ins m
Tonnage Gross 3595 grt
Net 2327 nrt
Deadweight | 8000 dwt
Owner First West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company
Registry Port West Hartlepool; 16/05/1900
Flag GBR
Number 112418
Code R.P.V.W.
History Routes U.K, Europe, Black Sea, East coast North America,
South America, India, S.E Asia
Cargo Coal, cotton, grains, raw materials
Final Voyage From Manchester
To Gibraltar
Captain N/A
Crew N/A
Passengers | N/A
Cargo Coal
Date 20/08/1918
Location 34 miles SWxW of Bardsey Island
Cause Torpedoed by U-boat UB-92
Loss of life | 5
Outcome Sunk. The wreck was relocated by HMS BEAGLE in May

1980.
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7.0 Analysis

The steamship SS Boltonhall was built and launched (Appendix A) at Irvine's Ship Building and
Dry Docks Company, West Hartlepool in 1900 for West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company
(Appendix B, C, D).

SS Boltonhall conducted coastal between ports U.K, Europe, Black Sea, East coast North
America, South America, India and S.E Asia Cargoes carried were varied including coal, cotton,
grains and other raw material.

SS Boltonhall was in a number of groundings at different locations. The most serious was in the
Mediterranean in Feb 1907 when she broke her propeller and then broke free under tow
(Appendix I).

Aug 20 1918, sailed Manchester for Gibraltar with a cargo of coal.

Aug 20 1918, torpedoed without warning 34 miles SWxW of Bardsey Island by U-boat UB-92
(Appendix P) and scuttled (Appendix Q). 5 crew members were killed in the attack and are
commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial to the Mercantile Marine in London.

The remaining crew members landed safely.

The wreck believed to be the Boltonhall was relocated by HMS BEAGLE in May 1980. It lies with
its keel orientated 000/180 degrees. It has a length of 100m and a height of 10m above the
general level of the seabed.

From newspapers the SS Boltonhall was recorded:

1900
Apr 04: Launched at West Hartlepool.
May 17: Sailed West Hartlepool for Cardiff. International Code Signal R.P.V.W.

May 29-Jun 20:

Jul 01

Aug 13-Oct 22:

Sailed Cardiff for Aden.

Jun 13: dep Port Said.

Sailed Aden for Batavia (Jakarta).

Sailed Cheribon Java for New York.

Sep 14: passed Suez.

Sep 27: arr Gibraltar.

Oct 18/20: arr/dep Delaware Breakwater.

Nov 10: Arrived Galveston from New York.
Nov 29-Dec 31: Sailed Galveston for Bremen.
1901

Jan 06-08: Left Bremen for West Hartlepool.

Jan 10-Feb 05:
Feb 12-Mar 07:

Sailed West Hartlepool for Baltimore.
Sailed Baltimore for Aarhus Denmark.

Mar 16-20: Sailed Aarhus Denmark for Newcastle.
Mar 24: Sailed Tyne for Genoa (Appendix E).
Apr 14-26: Sailed Genoa for Barry.

May 09-Jun 29:

Jul 11-Sep 01:

Sep 18:

Nov 17:

Sailed Barry for Bombay.

May 24/25: arr/dep Port Said.

Jun 11: arr Colombo.

Sailed Bombay for Liverpool with 5560 tons of ore.
Jul 30: arr Suez.

Aug 09: dep Algiers Algeria.

Aug 19: arrived Mersey but unable to dock.

Sailed Liverpool for Nikolayev Ukraine.

Sep 21/24: arr/dep Milford Haven, machinery damage.
Oct 08: arr/dep Constantinople for Odessa Ukraine.
Arrived at Hamburg from Nikolayev Ukraine.

10
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Dec 07:
Dec 11:

Dec 24:

1902
Feb 20-Mar 25:

Apr 26-May 22:

Jun 08:

Aug 15:
Sep 27:
Oct 17:

1903
Jan 17-Mar 15:

Mar 28:
Apr 11-18:

Apr 30-May 10:
May 15-Jun 04:

Jun 21:
Jun 23-Jul 04:
Aug 03:

Sep 09-30:
Oct 15-Oct 19:
Oct 24-Nov 08:

Nov 21-Dec 15:

Dec 18:

1904

Jan 07-11:
Jan 21:
Jan 28:
Feb 03-13:

Feb 21:

Feb 26 -Mar 14:

Mar 28-Apr 05:

Apr 29-May 19:

Jun 01-04:
Jul 22:

Nautical Archaeology Society

Arrived Barry from Hamburg.

Struck the dock entrance while departing for Gibraltar causing damage
to bow. Returned to dock for repairs.

Passed up Dardanelles.

Sailed Cardiff for Bombay.

Passed Perim from Bombay for Antwerp.
May 02: arr Suez.

Sailed Manchester for Persian Gulf via Barry.
Jun 14: dep Cardiff.

Jun 29: dep Port Said.

Jun 09: left Suez.

Jul 24: arr Bushire Iran.

Sailed Karachi for Hull.

Aug 30: arr Suez from Bussorah.

Sailed Hull for London.

Sailed Barry for Buenos Aires.

Nov 19: arr Montevideo.

Sailed Coronel Chile for Hamburg via Montevideo.

Feb 23: dep St Vincent Cape Verde.

Feb 25: Captain reported chief officer and boatswain washed overboard
and drowned. Damage to ship was lost part of deckload, one boat and
other damage (Appendix F).

Sailed Hamburg for Port Talbot Wales.

Passed Gibraltar for Brindisi.

Sailed Odessa Ukraine - Skadovsk Ukraine - Odessa Ukraine.

Passed Pera for Hamburg from Odessa Ukraine.

Docked at Newcastle.

Sailed South Shields for Barcelona.

Sailed Barcelona for Odessa Ukraine.

Aug 13/14: arr/dep Constantinople.

Passed Pera for Hamburg.

Sailed Hamburg for Barry.

Sailed Cardiff for Ancona Italy.

Sailed Ancona Italy for Nikolayev Ukraine.

Nov 28: arr Chorli.

Dec 07: arr Skadovsk Ukraine.

Sailed Nikolayev for Bergen.

Arrived Portland Dorset from Nikolayev Ukraine for Bergen.
Arrived Stavanger.

Arrived Narvik Norway.

Sailed Narvik for Rotterdam.

Feb 11: dep Emden Germany.

Arrived Tyne from Rotterdam.

Sailed Shields for Venice.

Sailed Venice for Novorossiysk Russia.

Passed Pera for Bremerhaven from Odessa Ukraine.
May 03: arr Malta.

Sailed Bremerhaven for Cardiff.

Arrived Bombay from Barry.

Jun 27: arr Port Said Egypt.

Jul 15: dep Aden Yemen.

11
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Aug 02-Sep 15:

Sep 21-23:
Oct 12:

Nov 07-18:
Dec 02-23:

1905

Jan 02:

Jan 25-Feb 08:
Feb 17:

Mar 20-Apr 06:

Apr 12:
May 15-19:
Jul 06:

Aug 07:
Aug 18:
Sep 02:
Sep 18:
Sep 29

Oct 27-Nov 07:

Nov 19-21:
Nov 25:

Dec 26:
1906

Jan 24:
Feb 03:

Feb 23-Mar 12:
Mar 25-Apr 08:

May 01:
May 29:
Jun 05:

May 27-Jun 22:
Aug 20-Sep 06:

Sep 14-16:
Oct 12:

Oct 18-Nov 26:

Dec 09:
Dec 23:

1907

Jan 18:
Jan 28:
Feb 03:

Feb 08:
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Sailed Bombay for Amsterdam.
Aug 25: arr Suez.

Aug 26: passed Port Said.

Sailed Ijmuiden Holland for Tyne.
Sailed Tyne for Genoa.

Sailed Genoa for Burgas Bulgaria.
Sailed Burgas Bulgaria for Antwerp.
Dec 11: arr Oran Algeria.

Arrived Newport Wales from Hartlepool.
Sailed Newport Wales for Leghorn Italy.
Sailed Leghorn for Constantinople.
Sailed Nikolayev Ukraine for London.
Mar 22 departed Piraeus Greece.

Sailed London for Cardiff.

Sailed Port Said for Odessa Ukraine.
Passed Beachy head west from Bremen.
Sailed Odessa Ukraine for Alexandria Egypt.
Passed Gibraltar for Weser Germany.
Sailed Brake for Emden Germany.

Lost propeller off Cardiff (Appendix G).
Arrived Brindisi Italy from Cardiff.
Sailed Algiers Algeria for Rotterdam.
Sailed Rotterdam for Cardiff.

Sailed Cardiff for Bombay.

Dec 12/17: arr/dep Port Said.

Arr Odessa Ukraine from Port Said.

Arrived Algiers Algeria from Odessa Ukraine and Malta.
Arrived Rotterdam.

Sailed Cardiff for Port Said.

Passed Constantinople for Kerch Ukraine.

Mar 28: arr Taganrog Russia.

Passed Dover for Hamburg.

Sailed Shields for Swansea.

Passed Butt of Lewis from Savannah GA for Hamburg.
Sailed Hamburg for Savannah GA.

Sailed Norfolk VA for Liverpool with 3570 bales of cotton.
Sailed Liverpool for Zwindrecht Netherlands.

Arrived Bremerhaven.

Sailed Bremerhaven for Pensacola.

Oct 19: arr Tyne.

Oct 23: dry dock with 5600 tons of cargo onboard (Appendix H).
Oct 27: dep Tyne.

Oct 29: passed Butt of Lewis.

Arrived Galveston TX.

Sailed Galveston TX for Genoa Italy with cargo of cotton.
Jan 18: passed Sagres Portugal.

Passed Sagres Portugal for Galveston TX.

Lost screw.

Telegram from Palma - Tug Phoceen arrived but weather prevents
departure. Towed Feb 05 into Palma.

Broke lose under tow and stranded about 8 miles north of Port Vendres
France. The Boltonhall is listing heavily to sea with the seas breaking

12
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Feb 09:
Feb 13:
Feb 20:

Feb 21:

Feb 26:
Feb 28:
Mar 01:
Mar 04:
Mar 05:
Mar 17:
Apr 06:
Apr 16:
Apr 24-May 05:
May 11:
Jun 11:
Jun 16:
Jun 20:
Jun 29:

Jul 04-18:
Jul 24:
Aug 13:
Aug 14-15:

Sept 02:
Sep 14-15:
Sep 26:

Oct 29:

Nov 09-28:
Dec 03:
Dec 21:

1908

Jan 17:

Feb 10-Mar 13:
Apr 26-May 31:

Jun 17-21:

Jul 14:

Aug 17-24:
Aug 30:

Oct 06-Nov 20:

Dec 03:
Dec 11:

1909
Jan 05:
Jan 17-Mar 26:
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over her and she is straining heavily. The crew remains onboard.
Tug Zazita from Marseilles attempted to aid.

Two German salvage steamers arrived to help. Value of cargo £120k.
Tug Helios laid out 1 anchor. Waiting for lighters to arrive from
Marseilles to offload cargo.

Laid out further 3 anchors. Burger Willem and Helios to commence
dredging a channel. Weather poor and no offloading.

Offloaded cargo. Expected to refloat Feb 28.

Harmonie sailed for Genoa with 2645 bales of offloaded cotton.
Landed 597 bales of cotton at Port Vendres France.

Boltonhall successfully refloated and anchored in Canet Bay France.
Entered Port Vendres France due to weather and to load offloaded cargo.
Sailed Port Vendres France under tow for Genoa (Appendix I).
Sailed Genoa for Constantinople.

Arrived Pomaron Portugal from Genoa.

Sailed Pomaron Portugal for Rotterdam.

Sailed Rotterdam for South Shields.

Sailed Shields for Rotterdam.

Sailed Rotterdam for Blythe.

Sailed Blythe for Rotterdam.

Sailed Rotterdam for Cardiff.

Sailed Cardiff for Port Said.

Sailed Port Said for Nikolayev Ukraine.

Grounded near Leander’s Tower Turkey.

Salvage steamers Hermes and Stamboul unable to refloat. Salvors
lightened cargo. Salvage steamer Rhone proceeding to assist. Refloated
(Appendix J).

Arrived Rotterdam from Nikolayev Ukraine.

Sailed Rotterdam for Newport Wales.

Sailed Barry for Alexandria.

Oct 01: passed Sagres Portugal.

Arrived Nikolayev Ukraine from Alexandria Egypt.

Oct 25: passed Dardanelles.

Sailed Nikolayev Ukraine for Rotterdam.

Sailed Rotterdam for Cardiff.

Passed Oitavos Portugal.

Sailed Alexandria Egypt for Barry.

Sailed Port Talbot Wales for Buenos Aires.
Sailed Buenos Aires for Hamburg.

May 19: arr St Vincent Cape Verde.

May 24: dep Madeira.

Sailed Hamburg for Cardiff.

Arrived St Vincent Cape Verde.

Sailed St Vincent Cape Verde for Baltimore MD.
Passed Cape Henry for Vera Cruz Mexico.
Sailed Galveston TX for Naples.

Oct 28: arr Norfolk VA.

Sailed Naples for Genoa.

Sailed Genoa for Naples.

At Cardiff.

Sailed Cardiff for Madras.

Feb 02: arr Port Said.

Feb 11/21: arr/dep Aden for Calcutta.
Mar 25: dep Calcutta for Madras.

13
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Jan 20:
Apr 21:

May 11-Aug O1:

Aug 21:
Aug 23:

Sep 11-29:
Oct 09-10:
Oct 16-31:

Nov 29-Dec 29:

1910
Feb 16:
Mar 19:

Mar 29-Apr 08:

Apr 14-May 12:

Jun 30:

Jul 07:

Jul 12:
Aug 03-29:
Sep 03:
Oct 08:
Oct 14:

Oct 22-Nov 11:

Nov 19:
Dec 08:
Dec 16:

Dec 23:

1911.;
Jan 02:
May 12:

1912

Feb 02:
Apr 29:
Jun 10:
Jun 21:
Jul 19:

Aug 13-Sep 24:

1913

Jan 11:
Jun 15:
Oct 16:
Dec 30:
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Charge of overloading for voyage to Vera Cruz (Appendix K).

Sailed Calcutta for Pondicherry India and Madras.

Sailed Madras for Marseilles via Calcutta, cargo of kernels.

Jun 18: dep Nagapattinam India.

Jul 11/12; arr/dep Aden.

Jul 26/27: arr/dep Malta.

Arrived Sulina Romania from Constantinople. Sailed for Galatz Romania.
Arrived Brailia Romania from Marseilles via Constantinople, Sulina
Romania and Galati Romania.

Sailed Brailia Romania for London via Sulina Romania.

Arrived Falmouth from London for Cardiff. Ballast for coals. Arrive Cardiff
Sailed Cardiff for Ancona Italy.

Sailed Pomaron Portugal for Baltimore MD.

Dec 11: 33 11N. 39 55W, passed a partly submerged iron buoy.

Dec 22/23: arr/dep Bermuda to pick up coal.

Dec. 27, 33 40N. 71 O5W passed a raft made of planks.

Arrived Baltimore MD with lost rudder and steering gear damaged.

Arrived Sagua La Grande Cuba from Vera Cruz Mexico.

Grounded at New York. Damage; deck damage, 1 stern plate broken,
peak leaking. Collision two plates removed, bulwarks (Appendix L).
Sailed New York for Cristobel Panama.

Sailed Colon Panama for New York via Jucaro Cuba.

Arrived Baltimore MD from New York.

Arrived Norfolk VA from Baltimore MD.

Sailed Norfolk VA for Tampico Mexico.

Sailed Tampico Mexico for Boston MA via Cienfuegos Cuba.

Sailed Boston MA for Colon Panama via Norfolk Virginia.

Arrived Baltimore MD from Felton.

Sailed Baltimore MD for New York.

Sailed New York for Fayal Portugal.

Arrived with loss of part of deckload.

Arrived Lisbon.

Sailed Rotterdam for Newport Wales.

At Newport Wales, dragged anchor and collided with Dutch steamer
Sophiue (Appendix M).

Sailed Newport Wales for Buenos Aires.

Sailed Las Palmas Canary Islands for River Plate Argentina.
Sailed Colombo.

Arrived Table Bay from Girgenti Italy.

Arrived Suez from Rangoon.

Arrived Newport Wales.

Arrived Tenerife Canary Islands from Newport Wales.
Arrived Buenos Aires from Newport Wales.

Sailed Rosario Argentina for London.

Arrived Baltimore MD from Algiers Algeria.
Sailed Port Talbot Wales for Sekondi Ghana.
Arrived Pensacola FL from Axim Ghana.
Sailed Manchester for Calcutta.

14
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1914

Mar 30:
May 06:

Jun 13:
Jun 22:
Jul 23:

Dec 05:
Dec 27:

1915
Jun 14:

1916

1917
Apr:

Nov 03:

1918

Aug 20:

Arrived Pondicherry India from Calcutta.

Arrived Suez from Madras for Marseilles.

In Tyne at Sunderland.

Boltonhall received a crew after 6 weeks due to strikes (Appendix N).
Sailed Sunderland for Buenos Aires.

Passed Beachy head.

Arrived Shields from Hull.

Arrived Newport News Virginia from Spezia Italy.

No reports on sailings.

Sailing Tyne for Leghorn Italy. Assisted a stricken French streamer the
St Jean in the Bay of Biscay which was carrying a cargo of steel bars,
explosives and picric acid valued at £1,250,000. The master received
presentations from the French authorities.

Awarded total salvage claim of £20k for aiding French steamer St Jean.
(Appendix O).

Sailed Manchester for Gibraltar with cargo of coal.
Sunk 34 miles SWxW of Bardsey Island.

15
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Table 3: UB-92 (U-boat) Specification and History

Vessel Name/s UB-92
Type UB 111 submarine - coastal torpedo attack class
Built Date Ordered: Feb 6" 1918
Launched: Mar 25t 1918
Delivered: Apr 27t 1918
Cost: 3.654m German Papiermark
Material Steel
Builder AG Vulcan Hamburg Yard # 108
Owner Imperial German Navy - Kaiserliche Marine
Dimensions Length 55.52m
Beam 5.76 m
Draught 3.73 m
Tonnage Gross 510t (surface); 540t (submerged)
Propulsion Type 2 x propeller shafts
Engine Details 2 x MAN-Vulcan four-stroke 6-cyl diesel engines, 1085 bhp
2 x Siemens Schuckert electric motors, 780 shp (580 kW)
Speed 13 knts (surface); 7.4 knts (submerged)
Range 7,120 nat miles at 6 knts surface;
55 nat miles at 4 knts submerged
Depth 50m
Armaments 5 x 50 cm (19.7 in) torpedo tubes (4 bow, 1 stern)
10 torpedoes
1 X 10.5cm (4.13 in) deck gun
Operations Captains Kptlt. Franz Krapohl 27 April - 30 June 1918
Oblt. Johannes Paul Miller July - 11 November 1918
Crew 3 officers, 31 men
Patrols 2
Sinkings/ 8 merchant ships sunk 17,189 grt
Damaged
Date 21/11/1918
Location N/A
Cause Surrendered
Loss of life | O
Outcome Broken up at Bo'ness in 1919-20

e On 1 February 1917 Germany declared a renewal of ‘unrestricted submarine warfare’ in a
last ferocious attempt to force an end to the First World War.

e Almost immediately, major losses of merchant ships occurred in Welsh waters. Thirteen
ships were sunk off Bardsey Island and the Pembrokeshire coast in that month alone - all by
the U-boat, UC-65, captained by Otto Steinbrinck, one of the most successful German U-

boat commanders of the war.

e UB-92 surrendered Nov 1918 and scrapped at Bo'ness Scotland in 1919-20

16
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations

The project took approximately 3 working days with 2 day of that time spent on on-line research.

Having read the report, sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive
history of the steamship SS Boltonhall.

The SS Boltonhall sailed between the U.K., Europe, Black Sea, India, Sri Lanka, S.E Asia, east
coast of North America, Gulf of Mexico, west and east coasts of South America.

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry
Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject.
The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the
amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were
extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the
operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was
obtained from other sources.

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out
first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Due to the name a more
specific search through archived newspapers was made using specific newspapers to view e.g.
Lloyd’s List. This vastly reduced the number of articles but keep the search focused.
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9.0 References

9.1 Online WebPages

The following websites and pages have been used in the compilation of this report:

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
Keyword: steamship Boltonhall

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/516158/details/boltonhall

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?data/viewimages

http://www.teesbuiltships.co.uk/view.php?year built=&builder=&ref=165030&vessel=BOLTONHA
LL

https://www.google.co.uk/

https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/casualty-returns

https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online

https://newspapers.library.wales/

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/one-hundred-years-ago-today-2/

http://www.rhiw.com/

https://uboat.net/wwi/

https://uboat.net/wwi/ships hit/850.html

https://uboat.net/wwi/types/?type=UB+1III

https://uboatproject.wales/

https://uboatproject.wales/test-esri-map/

https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?10996

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SM UB-92

9.2 Personal Correspondences

I would like to thank Mr Ian Cundy for supplying the initial information and other information with
regards to the research project.
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Appendix A: Launch Announcement Aug 19 1900, SS Boltonhall

Yesterday, Mesars Irvine's Shiplaildiog
and Dry Docks Co., Ltd., lanuched from
their shipyard at West Hartlepool a finely
modelled steel screw steamer, bailt for the
West Hartiepool Steam Navigation Co.,
Lad. Sbe is of the following dimensivns :
— Jongth 352 feet, breadth 48 feet, and
depth 27 feet 9 1nuches, aud of & wmeasuie-
meut cargo capacity of 8,000 tons. Sho is
of the single deck type, with poop, bridge,
and forecastle. T'he vessel is built to
Lioyd’s highest class under special survey,

and canable of carryiog s large
eargo oun a light draught. Engises
of the triple expansion type are

being supplied by Messrs Wme: Allan & Co.,
Ltd., Suuderland with cylinders 25 in., 40
aud 66 inches in diameter with a stroke of
45 luches, steam being supplied by two
single ended boilers construcied to work at
a presasuce of 160 1bs. The construction of
thesbip and engines bas becn supervised by
Messrs K. Craig and A. B, France, owaers’
superintendents. As the vessel lelt the
ways the christening ceremony was grace-
fully performed by Mra Stepbeu W Fur-
ness, wife of one of the directors of the
West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Co.,
L., who named her There
were o large company present o wiltness
tbe launch,

MARITIME NOTES.

Appendix B: Appropriation Book 1900, SS Boltonhall
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Appendix C: Mercantile Navy Listing 1901, SS Boltonhall

MEKG

VUV e

i81

Wood

1) ave

i5

0 rik

W K. Kanddl, Mannum, S.A.

99102 | Bogie . Dartmouth, 1891 . | Dartmouth . 7 4 0| 50| 7 7 Se. Wﬁ T. Potts, Currsen Castle, Ballinasloe, co.
oscommon.

91752 | Bohdan . . Rangoon, 1887 . . | Rangoon ., ., [1882 |Wood| 41 0y 7 2/ 3 7| 3| 6| 48 Woolly Meah, Rangoon,

98622 | Bohemin . M.D.EG | Glasgow, 1891 . . I’un’fck. . .| 1891 | Steel [320 0[43 0|24 52061 | 3190 | 250 Sc. A%h(ir IéjneL(Hem e{solli" Bj?ymﬂ}llgltﬁ; 11,
aterSt,, Liverpool. Wi, Meiklereid, 010,

99167 | Bohemia . M.LET | Grimsby, 1891 . Govan . 1891 Tron (100 520 510 7| 57| 135{ 45 Se. The Great Grimsby and East Coast Stgm
f‘;smn%(i?..lg.’ini}, lt}ril;]sb N

) . . A, Butt, 14, Vietor SL., Grimshy,
113400 | Bohemian RT.V.J | Liverpool, 1900 . Linthouse 1900 | Steel | 512 0|58 2|34 0 5542 | 8518 | 812 Se. Frederick Leyland & Co. (1300), Lim., 27, James
o 8t., Liverpool. Geo. Go'dsiorthy, sameaddress.

107900 | Bohemian Montreal, 1901 , Mg'},}){f{;{ © 7|ap0 | Wood 195 1127 8 9 0| 6481107 | 53Pa.| Montreal Trust & Deposit Co., Montreal,

7644 | Boko. . . Brisbane, 1879 . Hi‘b\fllm-ull-'l'ylle 1877 | Iron [125 021 1(10 4| 70| 23| 99Pa. Reginald Bright, Melbourne, Victoria.

8590 | Boleraa-, . | J.M.Q.C | London, 1884 . Sunderland .~ . | 1884 | Iron | 244 036 3|18 1| 965 | 1655 | 140 Sc. XGeorge B. Paul, 21, Billiter St., City, London.

%167 | Boldon | LM W.R | Newcastle, 1889, Bill Quay 889 | Steel [237 7133 015 0| 720 | 1129 | 120 Sc.|X William R, Swanston, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

109448 | Bolivar QF.T.S | Liverpool, 1898 . Aberdeen 1898 | Steel | 223 0|33 1|15 5| 615 | 1016 | 135 Sc.| The Booth Iquitos Steamship Co., Lim., 14,

| Chent Bt e e ad
) ) 1168 3 Jun,, same 1283,

68081 | Bolivia . M.P.S.W | Glasgow, 1897 . . | Port Glasgow 1674 | Iron (400 0|40 0|33 0| 2561 | 3099 | 300 Sc. A%h?r Iégwl (Hende]rs%l_ Bra&lﬁ:rs)‘ Lim., 17,
aterSt., Liverpool, W, Meiklereid, Glasgow.

69 | Bolivia . .| MT.CW | Liverpool 1874 . . | Whiteineh . .| 187 | Tron |311 8|3 2|21 1|1215 | 1995 | a0 sc. The i i, %Co.,,gl.Jmovw?k&,Lﬂml‘

. Ward, Riversdale Rd.,, W, Kirby, Cheshire.

112420 | Boliviana. RS.G.K | Hartlepool, W.,1900. | Hartlepool . 1900 | Steel [370 5|51 2|28 12063 | 4574 | 324 S¢. Brit’l’sh Maritime Trust, Lim., 4, Fenchurch
.}_\';:ﬁ\uhpi}y, London, "
redk, W, Lewis, same address.

109647 | Bollin » Swansea, 1900 , Paisley . 1802 | Steel {169 8136 2| 9 2| 116 353 | 75 Se. Pckr‘tl'l‘;\ll;?tliailway&])oufgz‘o..PortTulbol.

: . it ddyiss,

112418 | Boltonhall ILPAWW | Hartlepool, W., 1900. | West Hartlepool. | 1900 | Stecl [ 341 2|48 2|25 0| 2327 | 3595 | 308 Sc.| The I\I‘{'l'str'ﬂalrﬁzyjla%gl‘%#::xm Navigation Co,,
T ——
uiius k. Guthe, Vietoria Terruce, West Hartle-

464 varr . AN Neastle, N.8.W, ; CNSWL 120 0|18 3| 5 5/ 65 s Newcastle S.5.Co.. Lin. Sowcastio N 8\

Vﬂ)'ilg ll’xgln‘::?"" . }”;R ::i:“;:g.';‘?t;w}\ .’lm m::‘;:nt }.““. 1% ‘I{?-nl 311 630 220 7 1736 '.’113!]!? ﬂ?gg? 'I';’-lr(hr“all‘t‘rt::ﬂe}r?:ﬁn(sl.nll”it'ﬂ\\lé":ln?}!;ob)\:l}:l‘,‘

l } | ')fr_'r"',"r"/”';'.".. G, Wl ‘..N;Lrw-l, Liverpool, /

Appendix D: Lloyd’s Register 1901, SS Boltonhall
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Appendix E: News Article on Tyne and large coal ships, 1901

Appendix F: Reported Damage and Loss of Crew Members, Feb 1903
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Appendix G: Lost Propeller off Lundy Island, Sep 18 1905

SNAST DEAPATCE AT CARDIFY. |
The [Eoltonballl one £ the West Enrtlepool sa-:
Savigation Company’s steameri;'wse dow to strive
&an.mcmmwbu .
targo of a little" I or B
T"ﬂ:uo.mdb-g:' u’:rmm.pt

in auticipation of get the steamer mway ab al
Wo’clockp. onsagdnn ﬁ-‘“ About three o’clock o8
Gl b o sptain i sgoaiod, whos

) |
Island that his e was brol The
h mm" ' 'M“ T {

G{Hnmnnimozu with Mz, .
:““ Ch.n .. 1
of the energetic mn y the |
™4 brought to Cardiff. .
Sk S

 new oge Sxad, hﬁoﬁﬂfﬁ"m‘.ﬁ
. to sail ap @ may B taken ‘ss
T;'hmnumm..n ab the pors of Curdiff,

© owners of the steamer expross Sheir utmost satis-

|
laction at the prompt execution of the repair work by |
e Cardiff Channel Dry Deck Company. :

Appendix H: Dry Docking at Tyne, Oct 1906

DRY-DOCKING ON THE TYNE.

" Yestorday the large steamer was safely
taken ioto the dry dock of Messrs. Robert Btephensoo
and Co. (Limited), Hebburn-on-Tyne, with 5,600 toos
of eargo on board, and drawing 24 feet of water. While
this is not altogether an unusual or infrequent pro-
ceeding, it is a great facility to shipowners, and serves
to illustrate the capabilities of the Tyve for rapidly
executing dry-docking and repairing work.
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Appendix I: Report on Grounding in Mediterranean, Feb 1907
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Appendix J: Report on Grounding near Constantinople, Aug 1907

BOLTONRALL (s).—London, Aug. 13.—Following
reccived from Constantinople, dated Aug. 13, 335 p.m. :
—Boltonball stranded with cargo grain near Beutari ;
contracted Lloyd's open agreement ; salvage steamers
Hermes, Stamboul working.

—_——— FYenidjani. Constantinople,
Aug. 13, 3 p.m.—Boltonhall : Own efforts refioat uun-
successful ; has contracted French company open form.

~—[See issue of yesterday. )

London, Aug. 14.—Following
telegram received, dated Pera, Aug. 14,9 2am. :—
Boltonball($): Salvage steamers * Hermes " ** Stamboul
from yesterday noon making strenuous efforts refloat
unsuccessfully ; salvors now lightening cargo, towing
continually ; wired salvage boat ** Rhone " also proceed
for assistance, ‘

Appendix K: Charge of overloading for voyage to Vera Cruz, Jan 1909

DCAMAND ULAIM UK WAGES!
CHARGE OY OVERLOADING.

:.‘v’w Company (Limited) for wages alleged to
| we.

The Derury-S8rirespiaxy delivered judgment
follows : — -

This is a claim by the plaintif (Hans Ferang) for
5I. 17s. balance of wages due to him on Aug. 28 last,
On June 24 last,at Pegarth, the plaintiff signed-on on the
steamer Bolionball as carpenter, wages being 6/ 10s. o
month. The Bolionhall arrived at Baltimore (U.8.A.)
on Aug. 25, and was then loaded with 5
of to Vera Cruz. On Aug.
the master ordered the crew to clear the decks
and ready to proceed to sea. This the meq
the ground that the centre of the
disc indicating the load-line was submerged to the
extent of seven inches. They demanded to see the

:
§
§
F
s

g
iy
g
&
B

m’%ml,wduﬂttbQﬂnpw&-mncyedb’
Lloyd’s . Lloyd's surveyor surveyed the ship
|after 11 p. m., but the men were not present at the time
[About 11 30 p.m. the men were summoned to the

master’s cabin, when the British Consul informed them
Mth..upmncMu-.mﬂm
yet by the time she reached Cape Heonry, about 154

and the consumption of 23 tons of ceal would Lring the
vessel to her summer load-line. On Aug. 27 the master
made the following entry in the log-book : —

** This is to certify that all the sailors and firemen,
including the boatswain, carpenter, and donkey-man,
refused to take the vessel from the wharf to an anchore
age in the stream after finishing loading. and they alsg
refused to proceed with the ship. saying she was over-
loaded. I called Lloyd’s surveyor (Mr. Stewart) at the
crew's request, also the British Consul, and they
measured the vessel's freeboard and found that th.
ship was loaded to exact draught, and bhave obtained
certificate to that effect. The crew shall, therefore, be
charged with all extra expenses and also delay to the
ship. and sball also be punished with the full penalty
of the law on ship's return to the United Kingdom. "

24




Nautical Archaeology Society

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project

: YL nd ¢ 345 33 : 13 —Mu ¥ &m dm
gttt L it il & i mmm m. m il i
it o by A Shat e
%ma m mwmmamﬁ “me.mmm. um.._ Mm _m z;wwmw i
. .Mummmmmunwmummu%m “ wmy'aw
umd MM 1,48 ....mm. ...&.m w mm h.& 1 M mmm :
3 »w i %Mm. .,..m m m.mu ; u L .. ._n_ 13 {33 “? 5
gl i mm“ Mn ikl
gl A E fh_: i
R RN il gt

25




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

Appendix L: Report on Grounding at New York, Mar 1910
PRV VE S8 7 s w v ey

SOLTONHALLE (s).—~London, March 19.— The
falrag Association have received the following tele-
gnm from their surveyor, dated New York, March 18,
re (s) :—Grounding ; examine machinery.
Beary weather :—Quantity deck damage, one stern
phte broken, peak leaking. Oollision :—Two plates

oYY, hulwarks fair,

Appendix M: Collision at Newport, Dec 1910

SOPHIR K. (s).—Newport, Dec. 16.—During a gale
to-day the steamer of West Hartlepool, |
dragged her anchors and was in collision with the
Dutch steamer Bophie H., doing some damage, the
extent of which is not yet known. Survey will be held
to-morrow, |

APPENDIX N: Crew received after strikes, Jul 1914

MARISE ESGINEERS' STRIKE.
68 STHAMERS DELAYED IN THE TYNE.
The oficials of the Msrine Eungineers’
Association at South Ebields yesterday
;f tlu.n created on tb.*”'bg:

-

!ou’ enginears’ sirike, that
here are 68 steamers delayed in the river,
either through beicg u to secure 58

ne-room stafl, or owizg to the action
of the shore fitters in stoppag work om
|| vessels undergoing repaire. :
| At Sunderiand ther: are five yessels 1aid
{| up. according to the Marine
|| Association, theee iu:luding three belong- |
ing to Mesare, Fravoe; Fenwick, and Co.,
a firm that ca.ut‘;d ht.h -;:’s demsnds
at the inning of the strnike. |
The :5‘-0. Hgﬂlopoo; steamer Eo¥iod-
hall. which had bees: laid np in the South
Dock for six week-, got a crew vesterday,
the engineers being taken down to thel
ship in & taxicah in the early bours of
the mornicg. under police protection.
There were many pickets about, but mo
disturbapce was made
A meeting of the members of the Amal-
M&:‘e‘zdtl ':t;,uthi‘i-mu
igueers’ wty, aud ¢ am
Makers' Society, directly or indirectly
concerpad in the marine engineers’ strike,
was beld last nizht at Sunderland. for the
of conmdering the present aspect
of the ses-going engineers’ Wages move-
ment. About 500 were spresent. The
mm:l speakers wers Mr. J. T. Brown-
. chairmasn of tiwe ASE, and Mr. T.
mm. of the Marine Esgipsers' Associa-
. A yesolutioa was passed stating that
the meecting was iu agreemewt the
yecent action of the joint executive im
stopping all shivs. and p'sdging iteeil to
use every effort to btring the mevemeat to
a_sucoessful couclueion,

TR WS WCTE W e
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Appendix O: Salvage Claim Paid

———

A FRENCH STEAMER IN DISTRESS.
£20.000. SALVAGE AWARD....~

In ike Admiraléy Division, yesierday, Mr. Justice
Hill heard a ciaim by the owners of the West Hartle-
steamer Bolionball, against the owners of the
h eteamer St Jean. for salvage services
| rendered to the laiter wesse] in the Bay of Biscay in
‘w;l lass.
The value of the salved property, ship, eargo, and
ght was said to be a milliou and a At
mxmc of the salvage services the &rlkmon
I8 yoyage from the Tyne to Leghorn, and it was urged
!\Ilt had she not fallen in with the disablej St, Jean

the latter wounld have y W storms, sub-
1% &c. The Bcltmu was subject to
these dangers in rendering the services, and her cap-
fain bhad roeived presentatons from the French
‘suthorities. The St Jean was proceeding from New
York to Bordeaux with 2000 tons of steel bars and
4800 tome of explosives and picrc acd.

His Lordship awarded the owners of the Boltonhall
£16.000, the mastor £1200, and the crew £2.800,
| making & wial of £20,000,

Appendix P: German U-Boat UB Class (UB-88 pictured)

4

33-X30 U S Bjttern and UB 88 ( German Svbmarine) Pedro Miguel Locks. Aug. 1Z-19/9
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Appendix Q: Lloyd’s Casualty Listing 1918, SS Boltonhall

LLOYD'S REGISTER OF SHIPPING,

RETURNS OF VESSELS TOTALLY LOST, CONDEMNED, &,

1sT JULY TO 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1918.

List of total losses of Merchant Vessels of 100 tons and upwards between the above

dates, of which information was received up to October, 1918.

EXPLANATION OF CONTRACTIONS.

NATIONALITT,
Amr. = 11.B. of Americn. Chrn., = Chinese. Itl. = ltalian, Rus, = Russisn.,
Arg, = Argentine. Col. = PBritish (Dominions).  Jap. == Japanese. Sin. = Siamese,
A-H = Austro-Hungarian, Dan. == Danish. Mex. == Mexican. Sp. = Spanieh.
Blg, = Delgian. Dut, = Duteh. Xor, == Norwegian. Bwd, = Swedish.
Rrz. == Brazilian, Fre. == French. Per. = Peruvian, Trk. = Turkish,
{bn = Cuban. Ger. = (ierman. Pz, == Porruguese. LK. == Britisb( United Kingdom)
Chl, == Chilian. Grik. = Gresk. HRoun. = Roumanian. Urg. = Urugusy,
O ESCRIFETON,
Bg. = Drig. En. = Hrigantine, m. = Maas, Se. = Screw Steamer. Tw. = Twin.
Bk, = Bark, C. = Composite. Pad. = Paddle Stenmer. Br. = Schooner. W. = Wood.
Bkn. == Barkentine, L = Iron. 8. = Ship. Sl = Sweel.

I-STEAMERS.

e 8
{i.) War Losses. )
Lim ! ] [ | Bo.im| i
?:'E: Vessel's Home, - —T.;‘::%:ﬁ;?mt::p Bn'qﬁ | Veasel's Name. |£ I:Ei';:_l':mr_ﬁ:p-|
ogrs, o Beeldme 7 juesw “ﬂ‘h.“m“: -
108 .. ACRILIEE ooerrencenmreniemsessenas | 106| 225 UK. sise| az9 QOTBEMOLE  +ereresrsesreerieneens 'lmau;smai UK. [8tl. Se.
ald E Aldershot oo ceremarsansnsranacas 135412177 UK. ' Scl.8c. )} 014 | Guide Me IL -vrvermrrmnrnn | a7 lﬂ:Irl‘U.K. 8t Be.
992 | ADRT e v ceemrnenr e 1655 (2200 ) T.E, SILTw.] 807 | HALASH eereereererrressmssrarimires 1923 {3198 | T.K. |Stl.Se.
1033 | Apna SoBe -ooveocreerirriorieenes H1eos | 2577 | UE. fs-LS.L:é.e. 385 | FHODBUTTL +overeessererermereeren 11178 1935 | UK. | St Sc.
1459 4' AT cevennrenrremssnminses reeseanean , ;Esiiﬁi':lﬁﬂ-i | T.E. sf.i.;l‘w. 720 | Higheliffe. oeoeresmreromerennas --;rtunai:;-z:!s UK. |3l Se.
1636 | Auckland Castle oo : Eﬂii]i]&l : UK. L8 | 726 | Highland Harris *3‘“ l“"”ﬂ U.E. | 5tl. Be.
L1638 | Andax v | a8E| 97a ) UK. SthSe. | 1212 | HYPETia: . crmemsssmrsnsnesnces 2518 | 3eus | TLE. | Stl. Se.
1765 | Australian Tmnapurt,.........:H»ﬂ‘l'r':-l?ﬂlg L'.K..ST.LE-::. 48 ; Idaho e rarmirmmmnsans s 1047 | 5025 | TK. |8tL Se.
21 | Badagri o :159552952_15.1:.'&1_&. BG4 ;Jghu 0. Be0bte i 7Bz 1285 ] UKL S Se,
65 | BalAderBY wrcemerserremermcersenses azzmiaﬂmj UK. StLSo | 534 | JUSLICia. - rvesrrmsrseseieeniens [1s01s2a8y UK, ‘Stlé'irp,
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