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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the steamship SS Boscawen built 

at Craig, Taylor & Co Ltd, Stockton-on-Tees in 1909.  

On Aug 21 1918, SS Boscawen was torpedoed 23 miles WNW of Bardsey Island by the German 

U-boat UB-92. The crew abandoned and the SS Boscawen sunk. 1 crew member was killed during 

the attack. 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The steamship SS Boscawen was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history covering WW1. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

MADU               
Ref. No. 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel 
Type 

Matls Ref. 

  21/08/1918 Boscawen Off Bardsey Island  23mi, WNW    Stm Stl RHIW / COF 

 

On Aug 21 1918, the SS Boscawen sailing from Birkenhead to Barry Wales in ballast was 

torpedoed by U-boat UB-92 24 miles WNW of Bardsey Island. The SS Boscawen sank with the 

death of 1 crew member. 

 

Fig 1: Reported Location of the Sinking of the SS Boscawen   
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Boscawen 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of Boscawen in MNL 1910 and LR 1909 

 

Using Google and Keyword, Boscawen,  

Found websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Sinking of  

 SS Boscawen (Steamship) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: SS Boscawen (Steamship) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s SS Boscawen 

 Type Steamship 

  General Cargo 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 06/04/1909 

  Delivered: 01/05/1909 

 Builder Craig, Taylor & Co Ltd 

  Stockton-on-Tees. Yard#: 133 

Construction Materials  Steel 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads 4 

 Others p/deck 28ft, b/deck 85ft, f/castle 30ft 

Propulsion Type Steam 

  Single screw 

Engine Details T3cyl 

  21.5, 36, 59 x 39in, 180lb 

  H.P: 239 nhp 

  North Eastern Marine Engineering Co. Ltd. 

 Boilers 2 steel boiler; 6cf GS 90; HS 3722   

Drive Type Propeller 

 Number 1 

Dimensions Length 279 ft        0 ins      m 

 Beam 40 ft        8 ins m 

 Draught  18 ft        3 ins m 

Tonnage Gross 1936 grt 

 Net 1174 nrt 

 Deadweight 3000 dwt 

Owner First The Cornish Shipping Company Ltd, Cardiff 

Registry Port Cardiff; 01/05/1909 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 128492 

 Code H.N.W.P. 

History Routes U.K, Mediterranean, Europe 

 Cargo Coal, grains, raw materials 

Final Voyage From Birkenhead 

 To Barry, Wales 

 Captain N/A 

 Crew N/A 

 Passengers 0 

 Cargo Ballast 

 Date 21/08/1918 

 Location 52 46N, 05 24W, 23 miles WNW of Bardsey Island 

 Cause Torpedoed by U-boat UB-92 

 Loss of life 1 

 Outcome Sunk. The wreck was relocated by HMS BEAGLE in July 

1982. 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The steamship SS Boscawen was built and launched (Appendix A) at Craig, Taylor & Co Ltd, 

Stockton-on Tees in 1909 for The Cornish Shipping Company Ltd, Cardiff (Appendix B, C, D). 

 

• SS Boscawen conducted voyages between the U.K, Mediterranean and Europe. Cargoes carried 

were varied including coal, raw materials and probably grains.  

• Aug 21 1918, while sailing from Birkenhead to Barry Wales in ballast, the SS Boscawen was 

torpedoed 23 miles WNS of Bardsey Island without warning and sunk by the U-boat UB-92 

(Appendix H, I). 1 crew member was killed in the attack.   

• The remaining crew members landed safely. 

• The wreck was located by HMS BEAGLE in July 1982. The ship was included in the multi-beam 

surveys undertaken by Bangor University in 2018, as part of the Royal Commission's HLF 

funded Partnership Project - 'Commemorating the Forgotten U-Boat War around the Welsh 

Coast 1914-18'. 

• This wreck, believed to be the BOSCAWEN, is broken up but retains a height of 6m above the 

general level of the seabed. It lies with its keel orientated 000/180 degrees and has a length of 

approximately 60m. There is an additional area of wreckage 150m to the south, standing 10m 

high.  

   From newspapers the SS Boscawen was recorded:  

 

1909  

Apr 12: Launched at Stockton-on-Tees.  

Apr 24: Arrived Middlesbrough from Sunderland. 

May 19: Conducted sea trials (Appendix E). 

May 20-23: Sailed Middlesbrough for Cardiff. 

May 21: New Company formed for the acquisition of the Boscawen (Appendix F). 

Jun 03: Sailed Portsmouth for Cardiff. 

Jun 06: pass Prawle Point Devon. 

Jul 09-10: Collided with H.M Ships Euryalus and Highlander in Bantry Bay. The 

Boscawen was sailing from Cardiff to Bantry Bay with a cargo of coal. 

Jul 14: Arrived Cardiff from Bantry Bay with port bow and side damaged.  

Jul 31: Boatswain was killed while loading coal in Cardiff (Appendix G). 

Aug 02: Passed east of Beachy Head from Cardiff. 

Aug 15-30 Anchored off No Man’s Fort Spithead Portsmouth. 

Aug 31-Sep 13: Sailed Portsmouth - Cardiff - Portsmouth – Cardiff. 

Sep 15-24: Sailed Swansea for Benisaf Algeria via Civita Vecchia Italy. 

Oct 13-29: Sailed Benisaf Algeria for Newport Wales. 

Nov 06-Dec 21: Sailed Barry - Mediterranean – Cardiff.  

Nov 13: passed east of Gibraltar.  

Nov 18: arr Malta. 

Nov 21: arr Tunis. 

Nov 25-29: arr/dep Bizerte Tunisia. 

Dec 10: arr Nantes France. 

  

1910  

Jan 20: Arrived Middlesbrough from Vivero Italy. 

Jan 28: Arrived Shields from Middlesbrough. 

Feb 03: Sailed Shields for Genoa Italy. 

Feb 23: Sailed Genoa Italy for Liverpool. 

Mar 24: Arrived London from Rosario Spain. 

Mar 26-30: Sailed London for Cardiff. 

Apr 01-10: Sailed Barry for Huelva Spain via Gibraltar. 

Apr 30: Arrived Barry Wales from Rotterdam. 
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May 06-26: Sailed Newport Wales – Bordeaux – Barry Wales. 

Jun 07-20: Sailed Barry Wales for Seville via Gibraltar. 

Jun 23-Jul 10: Sailed Seville – Dunkirk – Barry Wales. 

Jul 15-23: Sailed Barry for Las Palmas Canary Islands. 

Jul 25: Sailed Las Palmas Canary Islands for Pomaron Portugal. 

Aug 07: Passed north Oitavos Portugal for Rochefort France. 

Aug 12-16: Sailed Rochefort France for Barry Wales. 

Aug 20-26: Sailed Cardiff for Gibraltar. 

Sep 10: Arrived Newport Wales from Almeria Spain. 

Sep 15: Sailed Newport for Barry. 

Sep 18-Oct 15: Sail Barry Wales - Pomaron Portugal – Newport Wales. 

Nov 04: Arrived Newport from Mediterranean. 

Nov 08-24: Sailed Newport for Almeria Spain via Oran Algeria. 

Nov 23: Passed west from Gibraltar. 

Dec 24: Sailed Algiers for Newport. 

  

1911  

Jan 18: Sailed Malta for Algiers. 

Nov 23: Arrived Sunderland. 

  

1912  

Oct 08: Passed west of Gibraltar. 

  

1913  

Apr 05: Arrived Newport. 

Jun 06: Sailed Oran Algeria for Seville. 

  

1914  

Jan 08: Arrived Seville. 

Jan 26: Passed west of Lizard Cornwall. 

Feb 20-27: Sailed Toulon France for San Juan Spain. 

Mar 28: Sailed Cardiff for Lisbon. 

May 09: Sailed Barry for Swansea, light. 

May 13: Sailed Swansea for Torre Annunziata Italy, cargo of coal. 

May 30-Jun 02: Sailed Torre Annunziata Italy for San Nicolas Spain. 

Jul 11-21: Sailed Hull for Genoa. 

Sep 17: Arrived Barry Wales, light. 

  

1915  

Feb 07: Arrived Barry Wales, light. 

Aug 22: Arrived Barry Wales from London, light. 

  

1916  

Apr 03: Arrived Cardiff from Virent France. 

Jun 01: Dry dock in Cardiff. 

  

1917 No voyages reported. 

  

1918  

Aug 21: Sailed Birkenhead for Barry Wales. 

Torpedoed without warning and sunk 23 miles WNW of Bardsey Island. 

One crew member killed. 
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Table 3: UB-92 (U-boat) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s UB-92 

 Type UB 111 submarine - coastal torpedo attack class 

Built  Date Ordered: Feb 6th 1918 

  Launched: Mar 25th 1918 

  Delivered: Apr 27th 1918 

  Cost: 3.654m German Papiermark 

 Material Steel 

 Builder AG Vulcan Hamburg Yard # 108 

 Owner Imperial German Navy – Kaiserliche Marine 

Dimensions Length 55.52 m 

 Beam 5.76 m 

 Draught 3.73 m 

Tonnage Gross 510t (surface); 540t (submerged) 

Propulsion Type 2 x propeller shafts 

Engine Details  2 × MAN-Vulcan four-stroke 6-cyl diesel engines, 1085 bhp  

 2 × Siemens Schuckert electric motors, 780 shp (580 kW) 

 Speed 13 knts (surface); 7.4 knts (submerged) 

 Range 7,120 nat miles at 6 knts surface;  

55 nat miles at 4 knts submerged 

 Depth 50m 

Armaments  5 × 50 cm (19.7 in) torpedo tubes (4 bow, 1 stern) 

10 torpedoes 

1 × 10.5 cm (4.13 in) deck gun 

Operations Captains Kptlt. Franz Krapohl 27 April - 30 June 1918 

Oblt. Johannes Paul Müller July - 11 November 1918 

 Crew 3 officers, 31 men 

 Patrols 2 

 Sinkings/ 

Damaged 

8 merchant ships sunk 17,189 grt 

 

 Date 21/11/1918 

 Location N/A 

 Cause Surrendered 

 Loss of life 0 

 Outcome Broken up at Bo'ness in 1919-20 

 

•  On 1 February 1917 Germany declared a renewal of ‘unrestricted submarine warfare’ in a 

last ferocious attempt to force an end to the First World War.  

•  Almost immediately, major losses of merchant ships occurred in Welsh waters. Thirteen 

ships were sunk off Bardsey Island and the Pembrokeshire coast in that month alone – all by 

the U-boat, UC-65, captained by Otto Steinbrinck, one of the most successful German U-

boat commanders of the war. 

•  UB-92 surrendered Nov 1918 and scrapped at Bo'ness Scotland in 1919-20. 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 2 working days with 1 day of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report, sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the steamship SS Boscawen.  

The SS Boscawen sailed between the U.K., Mediterranean and Europe carrying reported cargoes 

of coal, raw materials and probably foods.   

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Due to the name a more 

specific search through archived newspapers was made using specific newspapers to view e.g. 

Lloyd’s List. This vastly reduced the number of articles but keep the search focused. 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Launch Announcement Apr 12 1909, SS Boscawen 

 

 

 

Appendix B: Appropriation Book 1909, SS Boscawen 
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Appendix C: Mercantile Navy Listing 1910, SS Boscawen 

 

 

 

Appendix D:  Lloyd’s Register 1909, SS Boscawen 
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Appendix E: Trial Trip of SS Boscawen, May 18 1909 

 

 

Appendix F: New Company Registered, May 21 1909 
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Appendix G: Accident at Cardiff Docks, Aug 01 1909 

 

 
 

Appendix H: German U-Boat UB Class (UB-88 pictured) 
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Appendix I: Lloyd’s Casualty Listing 1918, SS Boscawen 
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Appendix J: Sonar Image of Wreck of SS Boscawen 
 

 
 
https://uboatproject.wales/ 
Image taken from the multi-beam echo sounder surveys undertaken by Bangor University in 

2018, as part of the Royal Commission's HLF funded Partnership Project - 'Commemorating the 

Forgotten U-boat War around the Welsh Coast 1914-18'. https://uboatproject.wales/ 
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https://uboatproject.wales/

