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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the SS Burutu built by A Stephen 

and Sons Ltd of Glasgow in 1902. 

The SS Burutu conducted regular cargo and passenger services between Liverpool and West 

Africa via the Canary Islands. On Oct 3rd 1918 while sailing in a blackened out convoy, the SS 

Burutu collided with the SS City of Calcutta and sunk with the loss of ~150 crew and passengers. 

The location of the collision has been reported as either 25 miles West of Fishguard or 25 miles 

SW of Bardsey Island. 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

4 
 

2.1 Tables of Contents                        Page No. 

1.0 Abstract ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 3 

2.0 Index --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 4 

2.1 Table of Contents ------------------------------------------------------------- 4 

2.2 List of Tables ------------------------------------------------------------------ 4 

2.3 List of Figures ----------------------------------------------------------------- 4 

2.4 Contributors ------------------------------------------------------------------- 4 

2.5 Abbreviations ----------------------------------------------------------------- 5 

2.6       Appendices -------------------------------------------------------------------- 5 

3.0 Introduction -------------------------------------------------------------------- 6 

4.0 Background --------------------------------------------------------------------- 7 

5.0 Research Methodology --------------------------------------------------------- 8 

6.0 Results --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 9 

7.0 Analysis ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 11 

8.0  Conclusions & Recommendations -------------------------------------------- 16 

9.0 References ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 17 

9.1 Online WebPages ---------------------------------------------------------- 17 

9.2 Personal Correspondences ------------------------------------------------ 17 

 

 

2.2 List of Tables   

Table 1.  Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database --------------------------------- 7 

Table 2.  Burutu (Steamship) Specification and History ----------------------------------- 9 

Table 3.  City of Calcutta (Steamship) Specification and History -------------------------- 10 

 

 

2.3   List of Figures   

Front Cover:  SS Burutu ---------------------------------------------------------------------   1   

Fig. 1: Reported Locations of Collision, Oct 03 1918 -------------------------------------- 7 

 

 

2.4 Contributors 

Ian Cundy MADU Archaeological Diving Unit,  

Nautical Archaeology Society (Regional co-ordinator for Wales) 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

5 
 

2.5  Abbreviations 

MADU  Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit 

MNL Mercantile Navy List 

LR Lloyds’ Registry 

 

 

2.6  Appendices 

Appendix A: Appropriation Book 1902, SS Burutu ------------------------------------- 18 

 

Appendix B: Lloyd’s Register (Supplement) 1902, SS Burutu ------------------------- 18 

 

Appendix C: Mercantile Navy Listing 1903, SS Burutu --------------------------------- 18 

 

Appendix D: Advert for SS Burutu Sailing to West Africa, Dec 1903 ------------------ 19 

 

Appendix E: Advert for Royal Mail Sailings to West Africa ----------------------------- 19 

 

Appendix F: Arrival of Cotton Samples, Aug 1904 ------------------------------------- 20 

 

Appendix G: The Alake of Abeoukuta Sails for Home, Jul 11 1904 -------------------- 20 

 

Appendix H: Report of Captains Death Jun 28 1906 ----------------------------------- 21 

 

Appendix I: Rescue of crew from SS Stein, Nov 1907 -------------------------------- 21 

 

Appendix J: Rescue of crew from SS Sansu, Jan 09 1908 ---------------------------- 21 

 

Appendix K: Report on Storms Jan 1911 ----------------------------------------------- 22 

 

Appendix L: SS City of Calcutta --------------------------------------------------------- 22 

 

Appendix M: Lloyd’s Register 1904, SS City of Calcutta ------------------------------- 23 

 

Appendix N: Lloyd’s Casualty Listing 1918, SS Burutu -------------------------------- 23 

 

Appendix O: Awards for Courage and Humanity for crew members  

of City of Calcutta ---------------------------------------------------------- 

  

24 

 

Appendix P: Judgement in Action for Damages, May 1919 ---------------------------- 24 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

6 
 

3.0 Introduction 

The SS Burutu was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history covering WW1. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

Date Wrecked Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type Matls Ref. 

03/10/1918 Burutu 
Bardsey Island 

or 
Fishguard 

25mi, SW  
or  

25mi W 
Collision with City of Calcutta Stm Stl PEN / COF 

 

On Oct 3rd 1918, the Burutu collided with the SS City of Calcutta while both ships were travelling 

in darkened convoys. The SS Burutu sank within 10 mins of the collision with the loss ~150 lives. 

 

Fig 1: Reported Locations of Collision, Oct 03 1918   
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Burutu 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

 Registered in MNL 1903 and LR (Supplement) 1902  

 

Using Google and Keyword, Burutu  

Found websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Sinking of  

SS Burutu 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Burutu (Steamship) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s SS Burutu 

 Type Steamship 

  General Cargo & Passenger 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 11/02/1902 

  Delivered: 05/1902 

 Builder A Stephen and Sons Ltd,  

  Linthouse, Glasgow; Yard#: 394 

Construction Materials  Steel 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads 6 

 Others p/deck & b/deck 242ft, f/castle 48ft  

Passenger accommodation: designed for 100 first class 

and 50 second; later altered to 60 first class, 20 second 

and a limited number of steerage. 

Propulsion Type Steam 

  Single screw 

Engine Details T3cyl 

  27", 43", 72" x 48" 

  H.P: 525, 14 knots  

  Alexander Stephen & Sons Ltd., Govan 

 Boilers N/A 

Drive Type Propeller 

 Number 1 

Dimensions Length 360 ft 0 ins      

 Beam 44 ft   2 ins 

 Draught 14 ft   4 ins 

Tonnage Gross 3902 grt 

 Net 2441 nrt 

Owner First May 1902 - Elder Dempster & Co., Liverpool 

 Second 1903 - British & African Steam Navigation Co. Ltd. 

Registry Port Liverpool; 11/02/1902 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 115280 

 Code T.K.D.W. 

History Routes Liverpool to West Africa v/v via Canary Islands. Coastal 

West Africa/Leeward Coast 

 Cargo Cotton, bullion, raw materials, African produce 

Final Voyage From Freetown Sierra Leone 

 To Liverpool 

 Captain William E. Potter. 

 Crew ~100 

 Passengers 103 

 Cargo Palm oil, kernels, tin ingots and copper. 

 Date 03/10/1918 

 Location Two locations reported 25 miles West of Fishguard or 25 

miles SW of Bardsey island 

 Cause Collided with SS City of Calcutta whilst in convoy under 

blackout conditions 

 Loss of life ~150 (79 passengers, 71 crew) 

 Outcome Sunk in 10 mins.  
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Table 3: City of Calcutta (Steamship) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s City of Calcutta 

 Type Steamship 

  Cargo & Passenger 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 17/03/1903 

  Delivered: 05/1903 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder Workman, Clark & Co. Ltd., Belfast 

  Belfast, Yard#: 197 

Construction Materials  Steel 

 Decks N/A 

 Bulkheads N/A 

Propulsion Type Steam 

  Single screw 

Engine Details T3cyl  

  Size: 30, 50.5 & 84 x 60ins 

  HP: 546nhp 

  Workman, Clark & Co. Ltd. 

  N/A 

Drive Type Propeller 

 Number 1 

Dimensions Length 471 ft  7ins      

 Beam   56 ft  2ins 

 Draught   31 ft  9ins 

Tonnage Gross 7379 grt 

 Net 4710 nrt 

Owner First 1903 - Ellerman Lines Ltd. - G. Smith & Sons, Glasgow 

 Second 1913 - G. Smith & Sons - Ellerman Lines, Glasgow 

 Third 1917 City Line Ltd - W. S. Workman - Ellerman Lines, Glasgow 

Registry Port Glasgow 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 115759 

 Code V.B.L.G 

History Routes N/A 

 Cargo General 

Final Voyage From N/A 

 To Osaka, Japan 

 Date 05/05/1935 

 Outcome Broken up at Osaka Japan 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The SS Burutu was build in Glasgow in 1902 by Alexander Stephen & Sons Ltd, for Elder 

Dempster & Co., Liverpool and registered in Liverpool (Appendix A, B, C). 

• The SS Burutu conducted cargo and passenger services between Liverpool and West Coast of 

Africa via the Canary Islands (Appendix D, E). Cargoes included cotton (Appendix F), bullion 

and other goods. 

• Jan 9 1908, the SS Burutu rescued the crew of the wrecked liner SANSU off Cess Town, Liberia 

(Appendix J).   

• From 1914-196 SS Burutu operated as special service vessel by British Government and then 

as an army transport. 

• Nov 27 1917, SS Burutu was attacked by submarine and escaped undamaged (location not 

given). 

• Apr 10 1918, four days out from Lagos bound for Liverpool, the SS Burutu which was 

defensively armed was damaged by the German U-boat U-154. The U-boat was fought off by 

gunfire 14 miles SSW off Cape Mesurado. Two members of the SS Burutu crew were killed. The 

Captain, H.A. Yardley, was awarded the Distinguished Service Order and Seaman Edward Jones 

was given a gold medal by the passengers. With the SS Burutu damaged, arrangements were 

made for a temporary refit in Freetown, Sierra Leone, and for the return of the vessel to 

Liverpool. 

• Sep 19 1918, SS Burutu departed Freetown Sierra Leone in convoy for Liverpool escorted by 

AMC ALMANZORA with a full cargo of African produce, 103 passengers and ~100 crew. 

• Oct 03 1918, at 10:50pm while sailing in a blacked-out convoy SS Burutu was struck on the 

port side by the SS City of Calcutta (Appendix L, M) sailing from Liverpool for Montreal. The 

collision took place in stormy weather. It is estimated that the time which elapsed between the 

reporting of the City of Calcutta by the look-out and the impact was about 40 seconds. 

• As the vessels separated, the Burutu listed heavily to port and began to sink rapidly, thus 

preventing the launching of some of the lifeboats. The port lifeboats, which were ready for 

lowering, were soon filled, but only #1 port lifeboat got away safely, and that was taken in 

charge by a boat which had put off from the City of Calcutta. As #2 port lifeboat, filled with 

passengers, was being lowered away, a rope snapped and the occupants were thrown into the 

water. The SS Burutu now almost under water, no more boats could be launched. With many 

passengers still on deck the SS Burutu sank at 10:59 (Appendix N). 

 

• May 30 1919, an inquiry into the sinking of the SS Burutu was held in a damage action brought 

by the owners of the SS City of Calcutta, of Glasgow, against the owners of the SS Burutu. The 

defendants counterclaimed. The SS Burutu, from Sierra Leone to Liverpool, carried over 100 

passengers, ~100 crew, and in the dark of what was said to be an unusually dark night the two 

unlighted convoys met. A witness, whom the collision knocked overboard, said the SS Burutu 

went down in ten minutes, head first, with stern out of the water. His lordship held that the 

collision was inevitable. The claim and counter-claim would both be dismissed, and there would 

be no order as to costs. Another report stated it as: "Simply due to U-boats - necessity of 

going in convoy without lights" (Appendix P). 

 

• A memorial is dedicated to the men who died and whose graves are not known or cannot be 

maintained in St Saviour’s church, Lagos, Nigeria. 

 

• The names commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial, Portsmouth Naval Memorial, St 

Saviours Church Memorial, Lagos, and at Middlesbrough Cemetery were members of the Royal 

Naval Volunteer Reserve; Nigerian Marine, and Newfoundland Naval Reserve. 
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   From newspaper articles the SS was recorded:  

 

1903  

Aug 26: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool. 

Sep 06-13: Sailed Canary Islands for Liverpool via Plymouth. 

Nov 04-22: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool. 

Nov 14: 25N 16W. 

Nov 21: arr Plymouth. 

Dec 12-26: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Dec 18: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

  

1904  

Jan 14-29: Departed West Africa for Liverpool with £11000 in gold for London. 

Jan 28: arr Plymouth.  

Mar 01: Arrived Freetown Sierra Leone from Liverpool. 

Mar 23-Apr 10: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool. 

Apr 30: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Jun 12-19: Sailed Canary Islands for Liverpool. 

Jun 18: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Jul 08- Sailed Liverpool for Lagos with the Alake of Abeokuta (Appendix G). 

Jul 19: arr/dep Freetown Sierra Leone for Lagos. 

Jul 23: dep Sekondi Ghana for West Coast. 

Aug 09-26: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool. 

Aug 14: dep Freetown Sierra Leone. 

Aug 25: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Sep 17-Oct 02: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Oct 17-Nov 07: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool, 650 bales of cotton. 

Oct 24: dep Sekondi Ghana with £19000 bullion consigned to London. 

Oct 31: dep Canary Islands. 

Nov 05: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Nov 26: Sailed Liverpool for West Coast Africa. 

  

1905  

Jan 01-12: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

Jan 06: dep Canary Islands. 

Jan 02: 12N 17W. 

Jan 11: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Feb 04: Sailed Liverpool for West Coast Africa. 

Mar 12: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

Apr 15: Sailed Liverpool for West Coast Africa. 

Apr 21: arr Canary Islands. 

May 21: Sailed Canary Islands for Forcados Nigeria. 

Jun 02: Arrived Liverpool from West Africa. 

Aug 05: Sailed Canary Islands for Liverpool. 

Sep 02-16: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Dec 12-27: Sailed Sekondi Ghana for Liverpool with £55000 bullion consigned to London. 

  

1906  

Jan 20: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Mar 10: Arrived Liverpool from West Africa. 

Mar 17 Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Mar 22: arr Canary Islands. 

Apr 15-21: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool with 1000 bales of cotton. 

Apr 27: dep Canary Islands. 

May 26: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Jun 28: Captain J.S Hely passed away at Accra Ghana from fever (Appendix H). 

Jul 11: Arrived Liverpool via Plymouth from West Africa. 
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Aug 05-19: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Aug 10: arr Canary Islands. 

Sep 02-20: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool.  

Oct 13-27: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Oct 18: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Nov 30: Arrived at Plymouth with largest gold shipment of £85275. The amount of 

£34944 was offloaded for London. 

Dec 24: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Dec 28: dep Canary Islands. 

  

1907  

Jan 06-Feb 08: Sailed Accra Ghana for Liverpool. 

Feb 07: arr Plymouth. 

Mar 02-16: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Mar 08: dep Canary Islands. 

Apr 08: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

May 11: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

May 18: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Jun 11-29: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool with £72000 of bullion. 

Jun 23: dep Canary Islands for Liverpool. 

Jul 20-Aug 04: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Aug 26-Sep 06: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

Aug 31: dep Canary Islands. 

Sep 05 arr/dep Plymouth. 

Sep 28: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Oct 04: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Oct 12: arr Cape Coast Ghana from Sekondi Ghana. 

Nov 04-17: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

 Nov 14: while sailing for Liverpool picked up 10 men from the SS Stein which 

was sinking off Lisbon (Appendix I). 

Nov 16: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Dec 07: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Dec 13: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

  

1908  

Jan 02: Sailed for Liverpool with £70000 bullion. Telegram reporting SS Burutu went to 

the assistance of the sinking liner Sansu (Jan 03) off the Liberian coast. The SS 

Burutu picked up the crew. 

Jan 13-25: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

Jan 18: dep Canary Islands. 

Jan 24: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Feb 14: Sailed Liverpool for Lagos. 

Feb 19: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Mar 30: Sailed Canary Islands for Liverpool. 

Apr 25 Sailed Liverpool for West Africa.  

May 01: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Jun 01-13: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool with 550 bales of cotton. 

Jun 06: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Jul 04-18: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana.  

Jul 10: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Aug 04-21: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool. 

Aug 21: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Sep 12: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa.  

Sep 17: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Sep 26-Oct 30: Sailed Sekondi Ghana outwards for Liverpool. 

Oct 24: dep Canary Islands. 

Oct 29: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Nov 07-21: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 
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Nov 13: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Dec 07-25: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool. 

Dec 18: dep Canary Islands. 

Dec 24: arr/dep Plymouth. 

  

1909  

Jan 09: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Jan 21: arr Forcados Nigeria. 

Feb 20-Mar 10: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool. 

Feb 26: dep Freetown Sierra Leone. 

Mar 03: dep Canary Islands. 

Mar 09: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Mar 27-Apr 10: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Apr 02: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

May 19-26: Sailed Canary Islands for Liverpool. 

May 25: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Jun 12-26: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Jun 18: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Aug 01-15: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

Aug 28-Sep 11: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana and Calabar Nigeria. 

Sep 03: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Sep 30: Sailed Calabar Nigeria for Bonny Nigeria. 

Oct 10-28: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool. 

Oct 16: dep Freetown Sierra Leone. 

Nov 17-30: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Dec 01: Sailed Sekondi Ghana for Liverpool via West Africa Coast. 

Dec 17: dep Calabar Nigeria. 

Dec 18: dep Accra Ghana. 

  

1910  

Jan 04-16: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

Jan 09: dep Canary Islands for Plymouth. 

Feb 02-16: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Feb 07: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Mar 19-Apr 02: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

Mar 26: dep Canary Islands. 

Apr 01: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Apr 20: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Apr 26: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

May 21: Sailed Calabar for Liverpool. 

Jun 06-18: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool. 

Jun 11: dep Canary Islands. 

Jun 29: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Jul 05-08: arr/dep Canary Islands. 

Jul 30: Sailed Calabar Nigeria for Bonny Nigeria. 

Aug 09-27: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool with £67000 bullion for London. 

Aug 25: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Sep 07-21: Sailed Liverpool for Sekondi Ghana. 

Oct 24-Nov 04: Sailed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool.  

Oct 29: dep Canary Islands. 

Nov 03: arr/dep Plymouth. 

Nov 17: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Dec 18: Sailed Calabar Nigeria for Liverpool. 

  

1911  

Jan 17: Battered severe storms crossing the Bay of Biscay (Appendix K). 

Aug 30: Arrived Liverpool from West Africa, 82 bales of cotton. 
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1912  

Apr 10: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Sep 11: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Aug 08: Sailed Lagos for Liverpool. 

  

1913  

Jan 21: Arrived Liverpool from West Africa, 20 bales of cotton. 

Apr 14: Sailed Plymouth for Liverpool. 

Apr 30: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Jun 23: Sailed Canary Islands for Liverpool via Plymouth. 

Jul 16: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

  

1914  

May 20: Sailed Liverpool for West Africa. 

Jun 08: Sailed Lagos for Burutu Nigeria. 

Late 1914: Operated as special service vessel by British Government and then as an army 

transport. 

  

1915 Operated as service vessel for British Government as an army transport. 

  

1916  

Mar 09: Arrived Liverpool from West Africa. 

Oct 14: Arrived Lagos from Warri Nigeria. 

  

1917 No articles found 

  

1918  

Sep 19: Departed Freetown Sierra Leone for Liverpool 

Oct 03: Sunk after collision with SS City of Calcutta 

Nov: Bravery Awards for crew members of SS City of Calcutta (Appendix O). 

  

1919  

May 30 Inquest by Admiralty Court 

 

N.B: the cargoes of cotton listed would only be part of the overall cargoes being carried 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 4 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report, sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the schooner Burutu.  

The SS Burutu conducted cargo and passenger services between Liverpool and West Coast of 

Africa via the Canary Islands. From 1914-1916 the SS Burutu was used by the British 

government. 

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful including a Facebook page on the SS Burutu (see Section 9.1). Newspaper 

archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the operation of the ship and filling 

in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed. One 

of the major discrepancies found was the actual location of the sinking. In some reports the 

location is 25 miles SW of Bardsey Island and in others 25 miles West of Fishguard. A third found 

on the Lloyd’s Casualty List has it North of Padstow. A newspaper article states that survivors and 

deceased were transported to Fishguard suggesting it might have been closer to Fishguard or 

simply that Fishguard was the only nearby harbour that could take large ships. 

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Due to the name a more 

specific search through archived newspapers was made using specific newspapers to view e.g. 

Lloyd’s List. This vastly reduced the number of articles but keep the search focused. 
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https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha
https://web.facebook.com/Burutu.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/~cmi/books/miscWr/burutu.html
https://newspapers.library.wales/
http://shippingandshipbuilding.uk/view.php?year_built=1903&builder=&ref=202253&vessel=CITY+OF+CALCUTTA
http://shippingandshipbuilding.uk/view.php?year_built=1903&builder=&ref=202253&vessel=CITY+OF+CALCUTTA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Burutu_(1902)
https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?13768
https://web.archive.org/web/20070809051703/http:/www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/Elder_Dempster.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20070809051703/http:/www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/Elder_Dempster.html
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Appropriation Book 1902, SS Burutu 

 

 

 

Appendix B: Lloyd’s Register (Supplement) 1902, SS Burutu 

 

 

Appendix C:  Mercantile Navy Listing 1903, SS Burutu 
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Appendix D: Advert for SS Burutu Sailing to West Africa, Dec 1903  

 

 

Appendix E: Advert for Royal Mail Sailings to West Africa 
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Appendix F: Arrival of Cotton Samples, Aug 1904  
 

 
 

 

Appendix G: The Alake of Abeoukuta Sails for Home, Jul 11 1904  
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Appendix H: Report of Captains Death Jun 28 1906  

 

 

 

Appendix I: Rescue of crew from SS Stein, Nov 1907 

 

 

 

Appendix J: Rescue of crew from SS Sansu, Jan 09 1908 
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Appendix K: Report on Storms Jan 1911  

 

 

 
 

Appendix L: SS City of Calcutta 
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Appendix M: Lloyd’s Register 1904, SS City of Calcutta 
 

 

 
 
 

Appendix N: Lloyd’s Casualty Listing 1918, SS Burutu 
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Appendix O: Awards for Courage and Humanity for crew members of  
                     City of Calcutta 

 

 
 

 
 

Appendix P: Judgement in Action for Damages, May 1919 
 

 


