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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner Duke of Connaught.  

The City of Madras was built in 1859 in Glasgow and renamed the Duke of Connaught in 1881. On 

Jan 2 1887, the Duke of Connaught while passing Bardsey Island bound for Maryport Cumbria 

collided with the steamship Dragoman sailing from Liverpool to Bombay. The Duke of Connaught 

sank within minutes with 14 crew members lost. 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The schooner Duke of Connaught was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history from the mid to late 19th century. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location   Details Vessel 
Type 

Matls Ref. 

02/01/1887  
Duke of 

Connaught  
Sank off 
Bardsey  

Built as City of Madras. The 4-masted ship 'Duke of 
Connaught' was sailing to Maryport from London when it sank 

off Bardsey following a collision with the Liverpool steamer 
Dragoman. Fourteen crew members were lost.  

Schooner  Wood 
RHIW 
/ COF  

 

On Jan 1 1887, the Duke of Connaught was in collision with the steamship Dragoman, 8 miles 

NNW of Bardsey Island. The Duke of Connaught sank immediately with the loss of 14 crew men. 

 

Fig 1: Reported Location of Collision, Jan 2 1887   
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Duke of Connaught 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found Duke of Connaught had been built as City of Madras 

 Registered in MNL 1860 and LR 1860  

 

Using Google and Keyword, schooner City of Madras, schooner Duke 

of Connaught,  

Found websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Sinking of  

Duke of Connaught (Schooner) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Duke of Connaught (Schooner) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Built as City of Madras. Renamed Duke of Connaught 1881. 

 Type Schooner 

  General Cargo 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 28/09/1859 

  Delivered: 03/10/1859 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder Alexander Stephen & Sons Ltd,  

  Kelvinhaugh, Glasgow; Yard: Front Yard; Yard #: 23 

Construction Materials  Iron frame and wood 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads 4 

 Other N/A 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details Built with 3 masts. Refurbished to 4 masts (data unknown) 

Dimensions Length 209 ft        0 ins      m 

 Beam 32ft         0 ins m 

 Draught  21 ft        9 ins m 

Tonnage Gross 1034 grt 

 Net   999 nrt 

 Deadweight N/A 

Owners First George Smith & Sons, City Line, Glasgow. Registered 03/10/1859 

 Second Montgomerie & Workman, Glasgow,  

Registered London and renamed Duke Of Connaught in 1881 

Registry Port Glasgow – 1859. London - 1881 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 27953 

 Code P.K.T.L 

History Routes U.K, Australia, West Coast North America, India 

 Cargo Various 

Final Voyage From London 

 To Maryport, Cumbria 

 Captain G. Falconer 

 Crew 18 

 Passengers 0 

 Cargo Ballast 

 Date 02/01/1887 

 Location 8 miles, NNW of Bardsey Lighthouse 

 Cause Collision with SS Dragoman in fog 

 Loss of life 14 

 Saved 4   

 Outcome Sank 
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Table 3: Dragoman (Steamship) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Dragoman 

 Type Steamship 

  Cargo 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 24/10/1885 

  Delivered: 1885 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder Sir WG Armstrong, Mitchell & Co Ltd 

  Low Walker, Tyneside, Yard# 484 

Construction Materials  Steel 

 Decks 1, b.deck 71ft / f.castle 27ft 

 Bulkheads 6 

Propulsion Type Steam 

  Single screw 

Engine Details T3cyl; 2DB; 12pf; GS 156; HS 4600  

  Size: 24, 39 & 64 x 42ins 

  HP: 300nhp 

  Manufacturer: Wallsend Slipway & Engineering Co Ltd 

  Boilers: 3 

Drive Type Propeller 

 Number 1 

Dimensions Length 310ft          3ins      m 

 Beam 39ft          2ins m 

 Draught 19ft          4ins m 

Tonnage Gross 2821 grt 

 Net 1797 nrt 

Owner First 1885: Bedouin Steam Navigation Co Ltd  

(W & R Thomson), Liverpool 

 Second 1897: JT Lunn & Co, Newcastle; renamed IVYDENE 

Registry Port Liverpool 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 91269 

 Code K.F.D.T 

History Routes N/A 

 Cargo General 

Final Voyage From Hamburg 

 To Wilmington 

 Captain N/A   

 Crew N/A   

 Passengers N/A   

 Cargo Kainite 

 Date 02/01/1901 

 Location Wrecked at La Manche River, Newfoundland 

 Cause N/A   

 Loss of life N/A   

 Outcome Wrecked 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The schooner City of Madras was build in Glasgow in 1859 by Alexander Stephen & Sons Ltd, 

for George Smith & Sons of Glasgow and registered in Glasgow (Appendix A, B, C). 

• The City of Madras sailed predominately between Glasgow and London to India, Australia and 

New Zealand. 

• In 1881, new ownership changed the name to the Duke of Connaught (Appendix D, E, F, G). 

• The Duke of Connaught continued to sail between the UK (Glasgow, London) to India, 

Australia, New Zealand and the West Coast of North America. 

• On Jan 2 1887, the Duke of Connaught while sailing from London to Maryport Cumbria collided 

with the steamer Dragoman (Appendix H) about 8miles NNW of Bardsey Island Lighthouse. The 

Duke of Connaught sank within minutes in approximately 70m water depth with the loss of 14 

crew members (Appendix I, J). 

• A Bureau of Trade Inquiry found the Second Officer of the Dragoman severely to blame for the 

collision (Appendix K, L). 

   From newspaper articles the City of Madras and Duke of Connaught was recorded:  

 

1859:  

• Nov 02: Sailed Glasgow. Arrived Calcutta Feb 20 1860. 

  

1860:  

• Jul 25 : Arrived Deal from Calcutta. 

• Sep 04-Dec 20: Sailed Glasgow for Calcutta. 

  

1861:  

• Jan 24-May 16: Cleared Calcutta for London.  

Mar 21: passed St Helena.  

May 5: 50S 14W. 

• May 29:  Sailed Deal for Glasgow. 

• Jul 09-Oct 14: Sailed Glasgow for Calcutta. 

Aug 27: 18N, 26W. 

  

1862:  

• Mar 05:  Sighted 0, 22 W. 

• Mar 28:  Arrived Deal for Clyde. 

• Apr 11:  Arrived Glasgow from Calcutta. 

• Oct 06:  Arrived Calcutta from Glasgow. 

• Oct 25: Sailed Calcutta.  

  

1863:  

• Feb 02: Arrived Calcutta from London. 

• Mar 17:  Sailed Deal for Sydney.  

Apr 09: 3S, 21W heading south. 

  

1864:  

• Sep 11-Jan 12: Sailed Sydney for London.   

• Feb 11: Arrived Glasgow from London & Sydney. 

• Mar 28-Jun 24:  Sailed Glasgow for Calcutta.   

• Nov 20:  Arrived Gravesend from Calcutta. 

  

1865:  

• Jan 19: Sailed London for Calcutta.   

• Nov 16: Arrived Glasgow from London & Calcutta. 
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• Dec 12: Sailed Glasgow for Bombay. 

  

1866:  

• Jul 06: Sailed Bombay for Liverpool.   

• Aug 20: Passed St Helena. 

• Oct 18: Sailed Glasgow for Bombay.   

  

1867:  

• Aug 03: Passed St Helena. 

• Sep 15: Arrived Liverpool from Bombay. 

• Sep 17: Sailed Liverpool for Calcutta.  

Nov 26: 11N 24W, heading S.  

Dec 13: 31S 26W, heading SE.  

  

1868:  

• Feb 22 Arrived Calcutta from London. 

• Mar 27:  Sailed Calcutta for London.  

Jun 13: arr St Helena.  

Jul 16: 22S 11E. 

  

1869:  

• Mar 13:  Arrived Bombay from Havre France.   

• Oct 12:  Sighted 28S 28W sailing Glasgow to Bombay. 

  

1870:  

• Feb 26:  Arrived Calcutta from Bombay.   

• Mar 22-Jul 26: Sailed Calcutta for Marseilles.  

Apr 11: 7S 89E.  

• Sep 17: Arrived Gibraltar from Oran Algeria. Sailed for Glasgow and arrived Oct 06. 

• Nov 14:  Sailed Glasgow for Calcutta.  

Nov 20: 41N 10W.  

  

1871:  

• Mar 11 Arrived Calcutta from Glasgow. 

• Jul 22:  Arrived Deal from Calcutta.  

May 1: 8S 86E. 

• Sep 15-Dec 19: Sailed London for Sydney.  

Oct 4: 15N 26W.  

  

1872:  

• Feb 17:  Sailed Sydney for London.  

May 21: 41N 14W. 

• Jul 11-Oct 30:  Sailed from Glasgow for Calcutta. 

• Nov 30: Sailed Calcutta for Glasgow.  

Jan 25: 19S 2W.  

  

1873:  

• Mar 13 Arrived Glasgow from Calcutta. 

• Apr 22-Jul 19:  Sailed Glasgow for Calcutta. 

Apr: 24 50N 10W.  

May 16: 3S 23W.  

• Aug 13-Dec 16 Sailed Calcutta for London.  

  

1874:  

• Jan 13-Apr 16:  Sailed London for Calcutta.  

Jan 24: 47N 6W.  

• May 21-Sep 07: Sailed Calcutta for London.  

Jun 27: 27S 5E.  
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Jul 16: put in at Struys Bay South Africa with sprung bowsprit.  

• Nov 09: Sailed London for Adelaide.  

Between the island of Fernando Noronha and Brazilian Coast collided with 

the barque Anazi.  

 

  

1875:  

• Feb 02 Arrived Adelaide from London. 

• Mar 04:  Sailed Adelaide for Glasgow. 

• Aug 16-Dec 10: Sailed Glasgow for Calcutta.  

Aug 26: 46N 7W.  

  

1876:  

• Jan 01-Apr 11:  Sailed Calcutta for London.  

Feb 23: passed St Helena. 

• May 31-Aug 25: Sailed London for Adelaide.  

Jun 21: 9N 25W.  

• Nov 09: Sailed Adelaide for London.  

  

1877:  

• Feb 12: Arrived London from Adelaide. 

• Apr 14-Jul 12  Sailed London for Wellington.  

  

1878:  

• Mar 26:  Arrived Queenstown Ireland from Astoria Oregon with cargo of wheat. 

• Mar 29: Sailed Queenstown for Bristol. Lost bulwarks, boat etc in the Atlantic. 

• May 16:  Arrived Cardiff. 

  

1879:  

• Jan 15:  Arrived London from Calcutta. 

• Mar 18-Jun 20: Sailed London for Wellington.  

Apr 01: 4N 23W.  

• Sep 28: Arrived Astoria Oregon.  

Oct 31: grounded below Astoria on way to Port Stevens. Refloated.  

 

• Nov 03-Mar 07: Sailed Astoria Oregon for Liverpool.  

  

1880:  

• Mar 28:  Sailed Liverpool for Glasgow. 

• Jun 23-Oct 11: Sailed Glasgow for Calcutta.  

• Dec 24: Sighted off Agulhas Bank South Africa. 

  

1881:  

• Feb 23:  Passed east of Beachy Head in tow of India tug. 

• Feb 24: Arrived London from Calcutta. 

• Mar 21:  Lloyd’s List – request for change of name. 

• Apr 26:  Official permission to change name. 

• May 10:  Sailed London for Algoa Bay South Africa.  

Jun 06: 7N 27W SW. 

Jun 17: 11S 30 W. 

  

1882:  

• Jan 04: Arrived Astoria Oregon from Algoa Bay South Africa. 

• Feb 18:  Sailed Astoria Oregon for Queenstown Ireland. 

• Mar 06:  At 12N 123W picked up lifeboat from the burnt Noval of Greenock 

containing the first mate and seven crew. Three men were later transferred 

in the South Pacific to the Indiana which was sailing from Oregon to France. 

The mate and 4 crew members remained onboard.  
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• Jun 27:  Arrived Liverpool from Astoria Oregon.  

• Jul 19:  Sailed Liverpool for Maryport Cumbria.  

• Sep 01: Sailed Maryport Cumbria for Adelaide.  

  

1883:  

• Jan 06 Arrived Adelaide from Maryport Cumbria. 

• Feb 15  Sailed Adelaide for Galle Sri Lanka.   

• Apr 04-Sep 27:  Sailed Gopaulpore India for London via Calingapatam India. 

• Dec 25:  Sailed Falmouth for Victoria Vancouver.  

  

1884:  

• May 03:  The Princess of Wales Ferry from Belfast to Fleetwood had to return to port. 

Her cargo of passengers and cattle were transported on the Duke of 

Connaught for the voyage to Fleetwood. 

  

1886:  

• Dec 20:  Departed London for Maryport Cumbria, 100tons cargo, 500tons ballast.  

Jun 23: returned and anchored off Walmer Castle Kent. 

Dec 29: continued voyage passing the Lizard on Dec 31. 

  

1887:  

• Jan 01 At 10pm, passed the lightship in Caernarfon Bay on a NNE course. 

• Jan 02:  At 2am recorded a bearing of Bardsey Island at SE ½ E standard compass.  

 

Between 2-3am, port and starboard lights were observed in the vicinity of 

the Duke of Connaught. 

 

At 3am, the Duke of Connaught collided with the steamship Dragoman 

which was travelling from Liverpool to Bombay. The crew of the Duke of 

Connaught attempted to board the Dragoman but the Dragoman had 

backed out before they could board.  

 

The Duke of Connaught was struck right amidships and sunk within 3 

minutes. Of a crew of 18, 14 were drowned. A boat launched immediately 

by the Dragoman found the 4 survivors, the captain, first mate, the 

steward and a crew member holding on to wreckage and they were picked 

up by the Dragoman and landed at Liverpool.  

 

The crew on the Duke of Connaught comprised predominately “runners” 

from London. A proper crew was to board in Maryport for the voyage to 

Normanton Queensland. 

• Jan 21:  Bureau of Trade Inquiry into the Collision of the Duke of Connaught and SS 

Dragoman was conducted at Westminster. 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 3 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report, sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the schooner Duke of Connaught.  

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Due to the name a more 

specific search through archived newspapers was made using specific newspapers to view e.g. 

Lloyd’s List. This vastly reduced the number of articles but keep the search focused. 

From the information gathered the Duke of Connaught sailed predominately between the UK, 

India, Australia, New Zealand and later the West Coast of North America.  
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Appropriation Book 1859, City of Madras 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B: Lloyd’s Register 1860, City of Madras 
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Appendix C:  Mercantile Navy Listing 1860, City of Madras 
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Appendix D: Lloyd’s Register (Supplementary) 1880, Duke of Connaught 
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Appendix E: Official Notice of Proposal to Change Name 

 

 

Appendix F: Permission Notice to Change Name 
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Appendix G: Mercantile Navy Listing 1882, Duke of Connaught 
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Appendix H: Lloyd’s Register 1887, Dragoman 

 

 

 

Appendix I: Lloyd’s Register 1888, Duke of Connaught 
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Appendix J: Newspaper Report of Collision 
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Appendix K: Newspaper Report on Bureau of Trade Inquiry into Collision 
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Appendix L: Bureau of Trade Official Report on Collision 
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