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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner Duke (MADU 

Ref#293), built and launched at Runcorn Cheshire in 1848. 

 

The Duke was a cargo schooner which sailed predominately between U.K. ports on the Irish Sea 

and Ireland. Cargos carried included slates, coal, stones and other general cargos.  

 

On Dec 09th 1892, the Duke anchored off Cardigan Wales was driven ashore and wrecked at Black 

Rocks Cardigan Wales during a severe storm. The crew of 3 including the captain were rescued by 

lifeboat. 

 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The schooner Duke was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history in the mid to late 19th century. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

 

MADU               
Ref. No. 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type Matls Ref. 

293 09/12/1892 Duke Cardiganshire Cardigan Bar lost entering harbour Schooner wood rl 

 

On Dec 09th 1892, the Duke anchored off Cardigan Wales was driven ashore and wrecked at Black 

Rocks Cardigan during a severe storm. The crew of 3 including the captain were rescued by 

lifeboat. 

 

 

 

Fig 2: Location of Duke Wrecking, Dec 09 1892 
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Duke 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of Duke in LR 1850 and MNL 1857  

 

Using Google and Keyword Duke, websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Sinking of 

Duke (Schooner) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Duke (Schooner) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Duke 

 Type Sailing Ship – Schooner  

  General cargo 

Built  Date Launched:  1848 

  Delivered:  Jun 1848 

 Builder Brundrit & Whiteway 

  Runcorn 

Construction Materials  Wood 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads N/A 

 Others N/A 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details 2 masts 

Dimensions Length N/A   

 Beam N/A   

 Draught N/A 

Tonnage Gross 74 grt  

 Net 55 nrt 

Owners 1848 D. Brundrit and P. Whiteway, Runcorn Cheshire 

 1875 J. Brundrit, Runcorn Cheshire 

1885 W. Darragh, Wicklow 

Registry Port 1848: Runcorn 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 24117 

 Code N/A 

History Routes U.K. ports, Ireland.  

 Cargo Slates, coal, stones and other general cargos 

Sunk Date 09/12/1892 

 From Point of Ayr, Wales 

 To Cardigan, Wales 

 Captain W. Morgan 

 Crew 3 

 Cargo 120 tons coal 

 Location Black Rocks, near Cemaes head Cardiganshire Wales 

52.06.30N  04.42.30W 

 Cause Blown ashore from anchorage in wind conditions N force 9 

 Loss of life 0 

 Outcome Grounded and wrecked 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The Duke was built, launched and registered at Runcorn in 1848 for Brundrit & Whiteway 

(Appendix A, B, C).  

• The Duke was a cargo schooner which sailed predominately between U.K. ports on the Irish 

Sea and Ireland. Cargos carried included slates, coal, stones and other general cargos.  

• The Duke was involved in a number of incidences (see Appendices). 

• On Dec 09th 1892, the Duke anchored off Cardigan Wales was driven ashore and wrecked at 

Black Rocks Cardigan during a severe storm. The crew of 3 including the captain were rescued 

by lifeboat (Appendix K). 

From newspaper articles the Duke was recorded:  

 

1848  

Jun-Oct: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Oct 08: Arrived Liverpool from Runcorn Cheshire (Owens). 

Oct 12-13: Sailed Liverpool for Drogheda Ireland (Owens). 

Nov 03: Sailed Drogheda Ireland for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo 2100 cwts oatmeal. 

Nov 13: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Newry N. Ireland (Owen). 

Dec 22: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

  

1849  

Jan 08: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Owen). 

Feb-Aug: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Sep 11: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Frodsham Cheshire (Owen). 

Sep 28: Put in at Dartmouth Devon from Runcorn Cheshire for Emsworth Hampshire.  

Oct 09: Arrived Poole Dorset from Emsworth Hampshire (Owen). 

Oct 20: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Poole Dorset (Owen). 

Oct 15: put in at St Mawes Cornwall.   

Nov 07: Sailed Belfast for Larne N. Ireland N. Ireland (Owens). 

Nov 14: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Larne N. Ireland (Owen). 

Dec 27: Put in at Beaumaris Anglesey for Liverpool. 

  

1850  

Jan-Mar: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

May 08: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Pentewan Cornwall (Owen). 

May 29: Arrived Newport Wales from Runcorn Cheshire (Owen). 

Jun 10: Sailed Cardiff for Liverpool (Owen). 

Jul: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Aug 01: Arrived Holyhead Anglesey from Woodend (Owens). 

Aug 08: Sailed Holyhead Anglesey for Penmaenmawr Wales (Owens). 

Aug 12: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Sep 02: Arrived Holyhead Anglesey from Woodend (Owens). 

Sep 06: Sailed Holyhead Anglesey for Penmaenmawr Wales (Owens). 

Sep 24: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Newry N. Ireland. 

Sep 27: arr Holyhead Anglesey for Newry N. Ireland (Owens). 

Oct 04: Arrived Newry N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire (Owen). 

Oct 01: dep Holyhead Anglesey. 

Nov 01: Arrived Lytham Lancashire from Newry N. Ireland (Owen). 

Nov 15-16: Sailed Lytham Lancashire for Newry N. Ireland (Owens). 

Dec 02: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Owens). 

Dec 10: Arrived Belfast from Runcorn Cheshire (Owen). 

Dec 20: Sailed Belfast for Ardrossan Scotland (Owens). 

  

1851  

Jan 12: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Ardrossan Scotland (Owen). 
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Jan 21-24: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire-Penmaenmawr Wales-Runcorn Cheshire (Owen). 

Feb 03: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Feb 13:  Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Owen). 

Mar 09: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Mar 20:  Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Owen). 

May 01: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Dublin (Owen). 

May 17: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Owens). 

Jun 08: Arrived Holyhead Anglesey for New Ross Ireland (Owens). 

Jun 11: Arrived Waterford/New Ross Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire (Owens).  

Jun 27-Jul 02: Sailed New Ross Ireland for Runcorn Cheshire (Owen). 

Aug 04: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Dublin (Owen). 

Sep-Oct:  Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales. 

Oct 20: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Owen). 

Nov 22: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Ardrossan Scotland (Owen). 

Dec: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales. 

  

1852  

Jan 06: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Owen). 

Feb 06-15: Sailed Glasgow for Runcorn Cheshire (Owen). 

Mar-May: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales.  

Jun 11: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Walney Cumbria (Owen). 

Jun 24: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Walney Cumbria (Owen). 

Jul 23-28: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Cardiff (Owen). 

Aug 05-16: Sailed Cardiff for Belfast (Owen). 

Aug 11/13: arr/dep Milford Wales. 

Aug 29: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Ardrossan Scotland (Owen). 

Nov 20: Sailed Hull for Fareham Hampshire (Owen). 

  

1853  

Feb 04: Arrived Glasgow from Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Mar 01: Sailed Lytham Lancashire for Conway Wales (Owens). 

Mar 07-10: Sailed Beaumaris Anglesey for Glasgow (Owen). 

Mar 15: Sailed Glasgow for Ellesmere Cheshire (Owen). 

Mar 17: put in at Cairn Ryan Scotland. 

Mar 30: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Apr 19: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Abrams). 

Apr 25: Arrived Glasgow from Runcorn Cheshire (Abrams). 

Apr 28: Sailed Glasgow for Fleetwood Lancashire (Abrams). 

May 12: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Barrow Cumbria (Abrams). 

May 26: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Abrams). 

Jun 22: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Ramsey I.O.M (Abrams). 

Jul 11: Arrived Glasgow from Penmaenmawr Wales (Abrams). 

Jul 12: Sailed Glasgow for Fleetwood Lancashire (Abrams). 

Aug 12: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Aug 17:  Put in at Beaumaris Anglesey from Conway Wales (Abrams). 

Aug 25: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Glasgow (Owen). 

Sep 06: Arrived Glasgow from Beaumaris Anglesey (Abrams). 

Sep 09: Sailed Glasgow for Runcorn Cheshire (Abrams). 

Sep 16: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Penmaenmawr Wales (Abrams). 

Sep 21: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Penmaenmawr Wales (Abrams). 

Oct 13: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Abrams). 

Oct 31: Sailed Glasgow for Runcorn Cheshire (Abrams). 

Nov-Dec: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales.  

  

1854   

Jan-Feb: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Mar 13: Sailed Glasgow for Runcorn Cheshire (Abrams). 

Apr-May: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 
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Jun 20: Arrived Glasgow from Beaumaris Anglesey (Abrams). 

Jul-Sep: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

  

1855  

Feb 14: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Abrams). 

May 15: Arrived Gloucester from Wexford Ireland, cargo 1085 barrels oats. 

Sep-Dec: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales.  

  

1856  

Jan-Apr: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Jun 25: Arrived Par Cornwall from Plymouth Devon (Owen). 

Jul 23: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Londonderry N. Ireland (Owen). 

Oct 12: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Fleetwood Lancashire (Owen). 

Oct 14: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Fleetwood Lancashire (Owen). 

Nov 17: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Belfast (Owens). 

  

1857  

Jan-May: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr Wales, stones.  

Nov 29: Arrived Dublin from Glasgow (Owen). 

  

1858  

Jan 29: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire (Owen). 

  

1859  

Jan 07: Arrived Beaumaris Anglesey (Owen). 

Jan 21: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Owen). 

Feb 28: Arrived Pwllheli Wales from Penmaenmawr Wales for Bristol with foremast sprung 

and loss of mainboom (Owens). 

Aug 22: Arrived Liverpool from Glasgow (Owen). 

Nov 19: Arrived Lamlash Scotland from Glasgow for Runcorn Cheshire (Owen). 

Nov 22: Sailed Lamlash Scotland for Runcorn Cheshire (Owen). 

Dec 23: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Glasgow (Owens). 

  

1861  

Jan 23: Arrived Ramsey I.O.M from Ardrossan Scotland, cargo pig iron (Owen). 

Feb 01: Sailed Ramsey I.O.M for Liverpool (Owen). 

Nov 01: Sailed Dundalk Ireland for Whitehaven Cumbria. 

  

1862  

Jan 13: Sailed Glasgow for Belfast. 

Jan 15: put in at Lamlash Scotland. 

Feb 05: Collided in Belfast Lough (Owen) (Appendix D). 

Apr 09: Sailed Glasgow for Dublin. 

Jul 22: Arrived Newry N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo coal (Wilson). 

Aug 09: Arrived Bristol from Liverpool (Owen). 

  

1863  

Jan 26: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Newry N. Ireland (Owen). 

Feb 13: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Dundalk Ireland. 

Jul 22: Arrived Newry N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo coal (Wilson). 

Jul 29: Arrived Whitehaven Cumbria from Newry N. Ireland (Wilson). 

Aug 06: Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Bowling Scotland (Wilson). 

Aug 13: Sailed Glasgow for Morecambe Lancashire (Owens). 

Aug 22: Arrived Barrow Cumbria from Morecambe Lancashire (Wilson). 

Aug 24-31: Sailed Barrow Cumbria for Ardrossan Scotland and Bowling Scotland (Wilson). 

Sep 03: Sailed Glasgow for Morecambe Lancashire (Owens). 

Sep 07: Parted her anchor and ran aground at Fleetwood Lancashire.  

Refloated with minor damage (Appendix E). 
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Nov 11: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Newry N. Ireland (Wilson). 

Dec 02-06: Sailed Newry N. Ireland for Ardrossan Scotland, ballast (Wilson). 

Dec 17: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Liverpool (Wilson). 

  

1864  

Jan 18: Seaman lost overboard near Ardrossan Scotland (Appendix F).  

Jan 28: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Liverpool (Wilson). 

Feb 10:  Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales (Wilson). 

Apr 15: Sailed Newry N. Ireland for Chester Cheshire, cargo stones (Wilson). 

May 20:  Arrived Whitehaven Cumbria from Dublin (Wilson). 

May 24: Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Saundersfoot Wales (Wilson). 

Jun 15: Arrived Poole Dorset from Chichester W. Sussex (Wilson). 

Oct 21: Collided with schooner Mary Jane Gregory at Dublin and lost her bowsprit 

(Appendix G).  

  

1865  

Feb 10: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Belfast (Wilson). 

Feb 11-17: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Liverpool/Runcorn Cheshire (Wilson). 

Mar 03: Put in at Beaumaris Anglesey sailing for Newry N. Ireland (Wilson). 

Mar 13: Arrived Newry N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire (Wilson). 

Jun 05: Arrived Exmouth Devon from Runcorn Cheshire (Wilson). 

Jun 09:  Arrived Teignmouth Devon from Topsham Devon (Wilson). 

Jun 15: Arrived Exmouth Devon from Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire (Wilson). 

Aug 03: Arrived Londonderry N. Ireland from Belfast (Wilson). 

Aug 07: Sailed Londonderry N. Ireland for Balinaes N. Ireland (Wilson). 

Sep 07: Arrived Newry N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo coal (Wilson). 

Sep 21: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Runcorn Cheshire (Wilson). 

Oct 09: Arrived Belfast from Runcorn Cheshire (Owens). 

Oct 15: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Belfast (Abrams). 

Oct 16: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Runcorn Cheshire (Abram). 

Oct 18: Picked up survivor from the Ann of Whitby off Ailsa Craig Scotland (Appendix H). 

Nov 10: Arrived Newry N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo rock salt (Wilson). 

Nov 23: Sailed Newry N. Ireland for Runcorn Cheshire (Wilson). 

Dec 21-22: Sailed Belfast for Ardrossan Scotland (Wilson). 

  

1866  

Mar 13: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales (Wilson). 

Apr 27: Arrived Liverpool from Conway Wales (Wilson). 

May 13: Sailed Garston/Liverpool for Conway Wales (Wilson). 

May 27: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales (Wilson). 

Jun 21: Put in at Holyhead Anglesey for Newry N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire.  

Jul 08: Arrived Duddon Cumbria from Newry N. Ireland (Wilson). 

Jul 15: Sailed Duddon Cumbria for Ellesmere Cheshire (Wilson). 

Jul 25: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Wilson). 

Aug 24: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Wilson). 

Aug 31: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Penmaenmawr Wales (Wilson). 

Oct 01: Sailed Liverpool for Runcorn Cheshire (Wilson). 

Nov 24: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales (Brown). 

Dec 02: Arrived Liverpool from Conway Wales (Brown). 

Dec 20: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales (Brown). 

  

1867  

Jan-Sep: Sailed regularly between Liverpool and Penmaenmawr/Conway Wales.  

Oct 15: Arrived Dublin from Runcorn Cheshire (Brown). 

  

1868  

Jan-May: Sailed regularly between Liverpool and Conway Wales (Owen). 

Oct 19: Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Ellesmere Cheshire (Brown). 
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Nov 06: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Brown). 

Nov 30: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales (Brown). 

  

1869  

Feb 04: Arrived Liverpool from Dublin, cargo 8 tons oil, 70 tons timber. 

Apr 23: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Conway Wales (Brown). 

May 12: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Londonderry N. Ireland (Brown). 

May 16: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Runcorn Cheshire (Brown). 

Jun-Aug: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Conway Wales (Owen). 

Oct 21: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Brown). 

  

1870  

Jan 05: Arrived Belfast from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo freestone (Brown). 

Jan 27: Sailed Belfast for Garston/Liverpool (Brown). 

Feb 09: windbound at Belfast. 

Mar 22: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Conway Wales (Abrams). 

Apr 01: Arrived Belfast from Runcorn Cheshire (Brown). 

Apr 08: Arrived Whitehaven Cumbria from Belfast (Brown). 

Apr 16: Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Ellesmere Cheshire (Brown). 

May 11: Arrived Belfast from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo freestone (Brown). 

May 18: Sailed Belfast for Ditton Brook Cheshire (Brown). 

Jun 20: Sailed Belfast for Carnlough N. Ireland (Brown). 

Jun 25: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Larne N. Ireland (Brown). 

Jul 18: Sailed Belfast for Glenarm N. Ireland (Brown). 

Aug 08: Arrived Belfast from Runcorn Cheshire (Brown). 

Aug 13: Arrived Whitehaven Cumbria from Belfast (Brown). 

Aug 19: Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Ellesmere Cheshire (Brown). 

Sep 07: Arrived Belfast from Runcorn Cheshire cargo freestone (Brown). 

Sep 13: Arrived Dublin from Runcorn Cheshire (Brown). 

Sep 21-28: Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Liverpool (Brown). 

Sep 23: put back due to weather. 

Sep 26: sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Liverpool. 

Nov 17: Arrived Beaumaris Anglesey from Dublin (Brown). 

Dec 19: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Conway Wales (Brown). 

  

1871   

Feb 09: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Brown). 

Mar 23: Sailed Morecambe Lancashire for Whitehaven Cumbria (Brown). 

Mar 28: Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Ditton Brook Cheshire (Brown). 

Apr-Jun: Sailed regularly between Runcorn Cheshire and Penmaenmawr/Conway Wales. 

Aug 20: Arrived Workington Cumbria from Dublin (Brown). 

Aug 28: Sailed Workington Cumbria for Liverpool (Brown). 

Sep 02: Sailed Liverpool for Runcorn Cheshire (Brown). 

Sep 13: Arrived Dublin from Runcorn Cheshire (Brown). 

Nov 25: Arrived Dublin from Conway Wales (Brown). 

Dec 07: Arrived Pwllheli Wales from Dublin (Brown). 

Dec 10: Sailed Pwllheli Wales for Liverpool (Brown). 

Dec 24: Arrived Liverpool from Conway Wales (Brown). 

  

1872  

Jan 25: Arrived Holyhead Anglesey from Conway Wales for Dublin (Brown). 

Mar 14: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Brown). 

Apr 13: Sailed Beaumaris Anglesey for Conway Wales (Brown). 

May 02: Arrived Belfast from Penmaenmawr Wales, cargo square setts (Brown). 

May 06: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Belfast (Brown). 

May 13: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Ardrossan Scotland (Brown). 

May 25: Arrived Liverpool from Conway Wales (Brown). 

May 28:  Sailed Liverpool for Penmaenmawr Wales (Brown). 
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Jun 05: Arrived Liverpool from Conway Wales (Brown). 

Jun 14: Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales, cargo square setts (Brown). 

Jul 02: Arrived Liverpool from Workington Cumbria (Brown). 

Jul 11: Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales, cargo square setts (Brown). 

Jul 20: Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales, cargo square setts (Brown). 

Jul 22: Sailed Belfast for Conway Wales (Brown). 

Jul 31: Arrived Liverpool from Runcorn Cheshire (Brown). 

Aug 14: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Brown). 

Aug 29:  Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales (Brown). 

Sep 16: Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales (Brown). 

Oct 09: Arrived Pwllheli Wales from Dublin (Brown). 

Oct 19: Sailed Pwllheli Wales for Liverpool (Brown). 

Oct 23: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales (Brown). 

Oct 29: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Brown). 

Nov 23: Put in at Beaumaris Anglesey for Belfast (Brown). 

Nov 27: Sailed Belfast for Penmaenmawr Wales (Brown). 

Nov 29: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Belfast (Brown). 

Dec 19: Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales, cargo square setts (Brown). 

  

1873  

Jan 11: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Belfast (Brown). 

Jan 22: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Runcorn Cheshire (Brown). 

Mar 27: Sailed Holyhead Anglesey for Runcorn Cheshire (Hughes). 

Apr 08: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales.   

Apr 16: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales (Hughes).  

Jun 24: Arrived Pwllheli Wales from Dublin (Hughes). 

Jul 29: Arrived Pwllheli Wales from Dublin (Hughes). 

Aug 02: Sailed Pwllheli Wales for Liverpool (Hughes). 

Sep 10: Arrived Dublin from Liverpool. 

Oct 28: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Belfast.   

Nov 04: Sailed Liverpool for Dublin.   

  

1874  

Jan 12: Arrived Liverpool from Llanelli Wales (Hughes). 

Apr 17:  Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Hughes). 

May 15: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales (Hughes).  

May 22: Arrived Belfast from Penmaenmawr Wales (Hughes). 

Jun 16: Damaged at Penmaenmawr Wales (Appendix I). 

Aug 09: Arrived Barrow Cumbria from Red Bay N. Ireland (Hughes). 

Oct 05: Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales, cargo square setts (Hughes). 

  

1875  

Mar 20: Arrived Liverpool from Conway Wales (Davies). 

Mar 21: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales. 

Apr 03: Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales, cargo slates (Davies). 

Apr 21: Sailed Dublin for Conway Wales. 

Apr 28: Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales, cargo stone setts (Davis). 

May 08:  Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales, cargo stone setts (Davis). 

May 19: Arrived Runcorn from Penmaenmawr Wales. 

Jun 03: Sailed Runcorn for Newry N. Ireland (Davies). 

Jul 13: Sailed Milford Wales for Newry N. Ireland. 

Aug 09: Sailed Liverpool for Kingstown/Dublin. 

Aug-Sep: Sailed regularly between Liverpool and Conway Wales (Davis). 

Oct 14-18: Arrived Dublin from Runcorn Cheshire via Port Dinorwic Wales. 

Nov 17: Put in windbound at Pwllheli Wales from Dublin. 

Nov 19: Sailed Pwllheli Wales for Liverpool (Davis). 

Dec 15: Arrived Runcorn from Penmaenmawr Wales. 
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1876  

Feb 06: Arrived Liverpool from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo salt.  

Apr 01: Arrived Liverpool from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo salt.  

Apr 07: Arrived Holyhead from Dublin for Conway (Davies). 

Jun-Jul 20: Sailed regularly between Liverpool and Conway Wales (Davies). 

Jul 27: Sailed Dundalk Ireland for Duddon Cumbria (Davies). 

Oct 05: Arrived Liverpool from Conway Wales (Davies). 

Oct 14: Arrived Dublin from Conway Wales. 

  

1877  

Feb 18: Arrived Liverpool from Pwllheli Wales (Davies). 

Mar-May: Sailed regularly between Liverpool and Conway Wales (Davies). 

Jun 02: Arrived Dublin from Conway Wales. 

Oct 05: Arrived Liverpool from Conway Wales (Davies). 

  

1878  

Jan 15: Arrived Holyhead Anglesey from Conway Wales (Davis). 

May 15: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales.   

May 31: Arrived Dublin from Penmaenmawr Wales. 

  

1879  

Jan 24: Put in windbound at Beaumaris Anglesey from Liverpool (Davies). 

Jan 31: Arrived Dublin from Penmaenmawr Wales. 

Jun 13: Arrived Dublin from Penmaenmawr Wales. 

Dec 13: Run in to by steamer Glamorgan from Boston and sustained damage in the 

Mersey (Appendix J).  

  

1880  

Feb 23: Sailed Liverpool for Conway Wales.   

Jun 26: Arrived Dublin from Penmaenmawr Wales. 

Aug 30: Arrived Belfast from Penmaenmawr Wales, cargo stone setts (Davis). 

Sep 06: Arrived Belfast from Penmaenmawr Wales, cargo stone setts (Davies). 

Sep 07: Sailed Belfast for Penmaenmawr Wales (Davies). 

   

1881  

Mar 14: Arrived Belfast from Penmaenmawr Wales, cargo stone setts (Davies). 

Mar 15:  Sailed Belfast for Penmaenmawr Wales (Davies). 

Mar 27: Arrived Belfast from Conway Wales, cargo stone setts (Davis). 

Mar 21: arr Holyhead Anglesey. 

Sep 27: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Davies). 

Oct 03: Arrived Newry N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo salt (Davis). 

  

1882  

Jan 04: Arrived Newry N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo slates (Davis). 

Jan 23: Sailed Newry N. Ireland for Runcorn Cheshire (Davis). 

Nov 01: Arrived Belfast from Penmaenmawr Wales, cargo stone setts (Davis). 

Nov 13: Sailed Beaumaris Anglesey for Penmaenmawr Wales. 

Dec 22: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Davies). 

  

1883  

Jan 20: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Penmaenmawr Wales (Davies). 

May 23: Arrived Glasgow from Runcorn Cheshire (Davies). 

Jul 05: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin (Davies). 

Aug 18:  Arrived Glasgow from Dublin. 

Aug 23: Sailed Glasgow for Saltney Wales (Davies). 

Sep 24: Arrived Belfast from Saltney Wales, cargo coal, anchor, chains (Davis). 
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1885 

 

Bought by William Darragh of Wicklow Ireland, but remained registered at 

Runcorn Cheshire. 

  

1887  

Sep 15: Put in at Holyhead from Liverpool for Wicklow Ireland (Morgan). 

  

1888  

Mar 09: Arrived Westonpoint Cheshire from Wicklow Ireland (Morgan). 

Mar 25: Arrived Ayr from Runcorn Cheshire. 

  

1889  

Aug 18: Arrived Swansea Roads Wales (Duke of Runcorn). 

Aug 25: Passed west of Mumbles Lighthouse Wales (Duke of Runcorn). 

Sept 04: Sailed Swansea Wales for Dublin (Morgan). 

  

1890  

Sep 24: Arrived Cardiff from Youghal (Morgan). 

Oct 06: Sailed Cardiff for Passage (Morgan). 

Oct 27: Sailed Swansea Wales for Dublin (Morgan). 

  

1892  

Apr 16: Sailed Swansea for West Bank Cheshire (Morgan). 

Dec 08: Ran aground at Black Rocks Cardigan Wales (Appendix K).  
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 4 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the schooner Duke.  

The Duke was a cargo schooner which sailed predominately between U.K. ports on the Irish Sea, 

Ireland and South England. Cargoes carried included slates, coal, iron ore, salt and other general 

cargoes.  

 

A major problem experienced while researching the Duke was the name as it was very common. 

However this was overcome by using specific search words such as the ship name and known 

captain at the time.  

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations to smaller WebPages 

such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject (See Section 9.1). The quantity 

and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the amount of 

work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were extremely 

useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the operation of 

the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Due to the name a more 

specific search through archived newspapers was made using specific newspapers to view e.g. 

Lloyd’s List. This vastly reduced the number of articles but keep the search focused. 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Lloyd’s Register 1850, Duke 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Appendix B: Appropriation Book, Duke 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Appendix C: Mercantile Navy List 1857, Duke 
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Appendix D: Aground at Belfast, Feb 1862 
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Appendix E: Grounded at Fleetwood, Sep 1863  
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Appendix F:  Drowned Seaman, Jan 1864 
 

 
 
 

 
Appendix G:  Collision at Dublin, Oct 1864 

 

 
 
 

 
Appendix H:  Rescued Seaman off Ailsa Craig Scotland, Oct 1865 
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Appendix I:  Damaged at Penmaenmawr Wales, Jun 1874 
 

 
 
 

 
Appendix I:  Collided in River Mersey, Dec 1879 

 

 
 

 
 

Appendix J:  Sunk at Cardigan Wales, Dec 1892  
 

 


