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1. 0  Abstract  
 

 

The ñwww Research Projectò is about, discovering by on line research details of 
ships, on the MADU data base of wrecks of North Wales, the circumstances of 

their loss, details of the owners and crew, the cargo carried and their history.  

The Economy  was built at Porthmadog by Henry Jones and launched in 1841.The 
owner and master of Economy was Evan Roberts of Porthmadog until about 1862 

when John Roberts became the master. The Economy carried slates from 
Porthmadog to  London,  the south and east coast s of England and Hamburg , 

returning via Newcastle with coal often for Ireland before arriving back at 

Porthmadog.  

The Economy was damaged  several times  by weather,  collision and running a 

ashore before in 1863 the crew were rescued by the Portmathdog lifeb oat. The 
Economy was recovered and anchored. The Economy was in collision with the 

brig Unity of London about 14 miles SE of Torbay in March 1866 , abandoned and 

sank with the loss of one man drowned.  
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3.0  Introduction  

 

1.  I selected Economy  to research because she was the same name as 

another two vessels I researched  and wished to see how much information 
I could find about her and I wanted to find out what happened and I 

wanted to discover:  
 

2.  The dimensions of the vessel, although for this period of time apart from 
the draught, they would have only  been recorded in on line information if 

the Lloydôs survey was available or the vessel had been advertised for sale 
in a surviving newspaper. Who the builder was and when she was built and 

any other information available about her.  

 
3.  Information concernin g the voyages, cargoôs, any events affecting the 

vessel, details of its masters, crew and owners.  
 

4.  To find out the sequency of events leading up to the loss of the vessel, 
whenever that was and the event in 18 69 . 

 
5.  To discover the cause of the event in 18 69  and if the vessel survived, the 

cause of its eventual loss.  
 

6.  The events that happened after the incident in 18 69  and up to and after its 
loss if it survived.  

 
7.  If there were any previous research of the vessel for the 18 69  incident and 

its story.  

 
8.  If the re was a wreck site for Economy  and if it had been identified, dived 

and recorded.  
 

9.  If any salvage of the vessel and its cargo had been carried out  
 

10.  If any previous reports had been produced for the Economy . 
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4.0  Background  

When I started  this research it was reported that Economy lost her anchors and 

went ashore in gales near Criccieth in December 1869.  

 

. 

 

Porthmadog & Criccieth  

             Cei Balast             Porthmadog Harbour  
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Porthmadog & Lleyn Peninsula  
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Lyme Bay and Portland  

            Berry Head             Bill of Portland            Weymouth            Torbay  
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5.0  Research Methodo logy   

I used a Microsoft Pixel laptop with access to my home internet running windows 
10 operating system. I also used my Apple I pad for research when I was away 

from the laptop . The new internet provider has now connected my home by a 
fibre connection so it is very much faster. The Lap top uses bling search engine 

but I also use Goggle which produces less advertisements and less Americanised 
content.  

 
I searched Lloyds Register of Shipping ( LR ) for ñEconomy  ò looking for details of 

her dime nsions, master, builders and owners from 18 63  with a match. I then 
searched yearly from  184 1 to 186 6 

 
I searched LR ships, plans and survey reports for ñEconomy ò with a match  in 

1841 . 

 
I searched the Crewlist Project for ò Economy ò looking for her official number and 

links to MNL, appropriation book, crew lists, owner and master with a match. I 
followed the links for crew lists and found matches.  

 
I searched The British Newspaper Archive s (BNA) for  ñ Economy Portmadoc ò, 

ñEconomyò ,òSchooner Economyò, ñwreckò , ñashoreò in Wales in December 1869 
with no matches. I then went back and sought more information and found she 

had been travelling between Middlesbrough and Barmouth carrying railway 
chairs. I searched again for ñEconomy Middlesbrough ñ and ñEconomy Barmouthò 

with no matches. I then searched ñEconomy Portmadoc ò for 1860 to 1869 and 
found numerous matches in December 1863 for the Economy carrying railway 

chairs being re scued by the Portmadoc lifeboat.  I then searched ñLaunch 
Economy ò in 1841 and found a match. I then searched  ñEconomyò, ñEconomy  

Roberts ò, and ñEconomy  Portmadoc ò looking for sailings, arrivals, a launch, 

owners, builders, mishaps and any details of her l oss from 1841 to 1866 and 
found a number of matches. I also searched ñEconomy Robertaò ñEconomy 

Robert *ò and ñEconomy Robertò as I noticed Roberts was being corrupted by the 
electronic reader and found matches.  

The search for ñEconomyò was limited to the Lloyds List and Shipping and 
Mercantile Gazette  because of the volume of possible matches produced if all 

newspapers were searched.  This search in 1866 found the deposition of John 
Roberts master of the Economy. I remembered that her of ficial name was 

ñEconomy of Carnarvonò and searched 1866 looking for details of her loss and 
found the deposition of the master of the Unity who collided with her.  I then 

searched for ñEconomy of Carnarvonò looking for sailings, arrivals, mishaps and 
any d etails of her loss from 1841 to 1866  and found some matches.  

 
I searched Welsh newspapers on line for ñEconomy Roberts ò looking for sailings, 

arrivals, a launch, owners, builders and any details of her loss and found 

matches.  
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I searched Coflein site for ñEconomy ò looking for any details of the wreck and 
with no match.  

 
I searched wreckeu site for ñEconomy ò looking for any details of the wreck with 

no matches .  

 

 

I searched The British Newspaper Archives (BNA) for  ñHenry Jonesò and ñJones 

shipbuilderò looking for details of the ship building business and his life with 

matches.  I also searched ñEvan Robertsò and ñRoberts Bankò looking for details 

of his  business , family  and his life with matches.  

I purchased a subscription with Ancestry. Com to look at the crew list for another 

vessel I was researching but also searched the records of Masters records for 

ñEvan Robertsò ,ñEvan Robertsò junior and ñJohn Robertsò , for copies of the 

certificates and papers, finding matches. I also searched the census record s from 

1841 for ñEvan Robertsò looking for him, his family, their details and found 

matches  including for the Economy in 1861 when she was at sea . The 1841 

records are very difficult to read.  

 I searched the wills and probate for ñEvan Robertsò  to find his date of death, 

value of his estate and found a match.  
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6.0  Results    

 

Vessel  Name/s  Economy  

 Type  Schooner  

  Cargo  

Built  Date  1840 -  1841  

  February 16 th  1841  

   

 Builder  Henry Jones  

  Portmadoc  

Construction  Materials  Wood  

 Decks  One  

 Bulkheads  None  

Propulsion  Type  Sail  

 Details   

Engine  Details  N/A  

   

   

   

 Boilers   

Drive  Type   

 Number   

Dimensions  Length  59 ft          3  ins       

 Beam  18 ft          6  ins   

 Draught  10 ft          4  ins   

Tonnage  Gross  89 tons  

 Net  81 tons  

Owner  First  Evan Roberts  

  Portmadoc, Carnarvon  

 Last  Evan Roberts  

  Portmadoc, Carnarvon  

 Others   

Registry  Port  Carnarvon  

 Flag  British  

 Number  23135  

History  Routes  From  Portmadoc  to England, Scotland & Europe  

   

 Cargo  Railway chairs, Slates , Coal, Wheat, Managese , Barley  

Final Voyage  From  Middlesbrough  

 To Barmouth  

 Captain  Evan Roberts  

 Crew  5 

 Passengers  None  

 Cargo  Railway chairs  

Wrecking  Date  4 th  December  1863  

 Location  Criceieth Bay  

 Cause  Storm force winds  

 Loss of life  none  

 Outcome  Anchored by lifeboat and crew saved  
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Final Voyage  From  Portmadoc  

 To London  

 Captain  John  Roberts  

 Crew  5 

 Passengers  None  

 Cargo  Slate s 

Wrecking  Date  5 th  March 1866  

 Location  About 14 miles S. E. of Torbay  

 Cause  In Collision  with Brig Unity  

 Loss of life  One seaman,  

 Outcome  Abandoned & sank  

 

 

 
 

North Wales Chronicle -  Tuesday 16 February 1841  

PORTMADOC.-Launch. - .A fi ne schooner wa s launched o n Saturday last, fr om the 

building  yard o f Mr. Henry Jones ship builder, Port Madoc, called  the Ec onomy , 

of about 120 to ns burden. Captain  Evan Roberts, late o f the  Gelert , is to 

command her.  At Two oôclock in the afternoon upwards of 80 respectable 

inhabitants of the Town sat down to dinner at the house of Mr. M Morris, Ship 

Inn.  

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 09 September 1841  

The ECONOMY, A I, E. Ro bert s, M ast er. For HULL,  

Apply to CRAM. SMITH and Co.  

 

Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser -  Wednesday 27 October 1841  

COWES, October 23. ðArrived, the Lark, Stubbs, from Newcastle for Exmouth, 

with loss of two anchors; Fame, Marks, from London for Cork ; Leand er, Parrott, 

from Newcastle for Torquay, with loss of sails and boat ; 25, Himalaya, Burn, 

from London for Port Philip; Economy, Roberts, from Shields for Dublin, with loss 

of head - rails, and other damage  
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Lloyd's List -  Tuesday 29 March 1842  

MILFORD                                                             arrived from  

26 Perseverance, Richards                                        Cardiff                                                 

.    for London with cargo shifted, and loss of bulwarks                                                                             

.    Economy, Roberts                                                 ------                                            

.    for Glasgow ðwith cargo shifted  

 

Bristol Times and Mirror -  Saturday 07 September 1844  

BRISTOL FOREIGN AND IRISH IMPORTS.  

In the Economy, Roberts, from Hamburg Order,  612  qrs ba r ley.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Thursday 28 November 1844  

PORTMADOCðNov. 26; 24 ðWind E., stiff breeze, cloudy. P. M,.ð Variable, light 

breeze. 25ðVariable, light air s; fair and frosty. 26 ðE.5.E., light breeze, cloudy, 

p. m .-  S.W., stiff breeze. . , . Ă Ă Ă . The Economy, Roberts, for London ; Gazelle, 

Danes, for Newcastle; and the Queen of Trumps, Owens, for G loucester  left our 

harbour this morning ôs tide, but in co nsequ ence  of the wind dying away, and the 

ebb tide maki ng  strong, the y deemed it advisable to bring to at Pwllg lany mor 

where they now lie ; and most probably, if the wind continue from the quarter it 

is now set in, they will have t o come up.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Saturday 30 November 1844  

PORTMADOCðNov. 28: Wind S.W., blowing strong  cloudy and dull  

The Economy. Roberts; Gazelle. Davies; and Queen of Trumps, Owens ; ran up 

from Pollgeavymor and are now safely moored in o ur river, waiting for a fair 

wind.  

Windbound -  Economy, Roberts  for London  
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Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Saturday 13 November 1847  

PWôLLHELIðNov. 12: The windbound, before reported, still remain. The Henry 

Holmes, Tell, of Douglass, p ut in since and remains. The weather has been 

boisterous, with heavy ra ins. Sines my last report, large fleet of coasters riding 

all  well at Studw allôs- ro ads, amongst them the Peregrine, of Milford. The wind 

chopped round to the northward last night, at 9 p.m., blowing hard. 2 30 p.m. ð 

Wind N.N.E., moderate, and clear, better prospect of fine weather. In the bay ð

The Economy. Roberts, for Blyth.  

 

Morning Post -  Tuesday 16 January 1849  

Portinllaen, Jan. 11. ð The Economy, of Portmadoc, ran upon the beach last 

night ð crew sa ved. The William and Mary, Parry, from Youghal for Liverpool, 

broke her chain, and went upon the beach this morning.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette ï Friday 26 January 1849  

Portinllaen, Jan. 24 .We have been visited these few days with  tremendous 

weather,  and very wild and heavy seas outside blowing furiously this morning at 

W by N.  

The William and Mary, Parry has been floated from the beach and brought to the 

port ; preparations are being made to get the Economy of Portmadoc from the 

beach these springs, if the weather permits.  
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Fig. 1                               Portinllaen   Harbour 1893  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Saturday 29 December 1849  

PORTMADOCðDec. 28: Since our last we have had continuance of heavy gales 

varying from N.N.W. to N.N.E., accompanied with snow. The following vessels are 

ready for sea. bat, owing to the boisterous state of the weather, do not deem it 

advisable to proceed, Th e, Economy, Robert s; and Mary Ann. Griffith s; both for 

Newcastle,  and nine other vesselôs  

 

Lloyd's List -  Thursday 08 August 1850  

 Port Madoc, 6th Aug. The schooner ECONOMY, Roberts, of this port, while 

getting under way at Criccieth on the 4th Aug., ran ashore near Merllyn, where 

she remained for two tides, but was got off, and has arrived here, with 

apparently but trifling damage to her keel and rudder.  

 

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Wednesday 25 December 1850  

PORTMADOC ðDec. 24 : W.S.W., fresh, dull and misty. The Economy, Roberts, 

for Newcastle; Jane and Eliz a, Jones ; and the Pelican, Jones, for Southampton; 

put back on the 21 st, not having proceeded further than Pwllglanymor on the 

20th.  
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The North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality 4th 

January 1851  

PORTMADOC ðJan. 2 : -  Weather thick, rainy  

Windbound Economy, Roberts,  and 16 other vessels  

For the last five days, we have experienced thick rainy weather. Last night it 

blew a heavy gale for the S. W. with torrents of rain which have caused high 

floods in the mountains.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Monday 23 June 1851  

PORTMADOCðJune 21 Th e weather seems more settled and seasonable ; the 

last two days, dry and warm. Several vessels are detained for want of water viz; 

Louisa, Morris, for Malmo, Providence. Roberts, Portsmouth, Onyx. Jones, 

London. Andes. Williams, Mistley. Economy, Roberts.  

 

Bristol Times and Mirror -  Saturday 01 November 1851  

BRISTOL FOREIGN AND IRISH IMPORTS. (From the Bristol Presentment.')  

In the Economy, Roberts from London : ðF. Adams,600 qrs wheat.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Tuesday 25 November 1851  

PORTMADOCð Nov. 24; N.W., variable, moderate, hail showers. Put back ðThe 

Vicarage Hill, Etheridge, for Woodend. The Economy, Roberts, from Cardiff for 

Liverpool, with railway iron, has just come in with the. loss of mainmast, 

foreyard, and must discharge part of the c argo to step new mast; the accident 

happened off the South Bishop yesterday noon.  

 

Liverpool Mail -  Saturday 29 November 1851  

Economy, Roberts, from Cardiff at Port Madoc, with loss of mainmast. foreyard, 

&c., and must discharge part of her cargo to step a  new mast.  
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Lloyd's List -  Monday 23 August 1852  

COWES .. .. [2l, N] ..                                                          arrived from  

Ceres, Mellema                                                                     Rotterdam                     

for Batavia ðwith cutwater damaged, having been in contact with the Economy 

on the previous evening off the Wight.                                                                         

Economy, Roberts                                                                Port M adoc                      

for Hamburg ðwith loss of foretopmast, jib  boon, and some stanchions on the 

portside. having been in contact with th e Ceres Off the WIGHT  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Monday 23 August 1852  

COWES Aug. 22. Put in, 22 ðThe Dutch barque Ceres , Mellema, from Rotterdam 

for and schooner Economy, Roberts, of and from Portmadoc for Hamburg ; 

having been in collision with ea ch other off the Wight, Friday last. Ceres has her 

cutwater damaged, and the Economy has lost for etopmast, jibboom, and some 

stanchions the larboard side,  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Friday 03 September 1852  

Sept. 1 st  Cowes  

Sailed Economy, Roberts  for Hamburg  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Saturday 04 September 1852  

Sept. 3 rd . Cowes  

Sailed Ceres, Mellema for Batavia  

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 16 December 1858  

                          CARGOôS REPORTED 

                                  HOLLAND 

Economy , 81 , of Carnarvon ( Sleigh t and  Jones ) E Robert s, from Rott erdam, with 

98 ton s mangan ese for W Hayes ï Garsto n  
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Lloyd's List -  Thursday 31 May 1860  

MILFORD  arrived May  26 Economy, Roberts                                                     

from Port  Mado c  for Colchester ðwith loss of fore gaff and two jibs split  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Monday 03 August 1863  

CORKðAug ,. 1 : W. Captain Robert s, of the Economy, of Port madoc , wh ich 

arrived y este rday from N ewcastl e, with coal, reports  havin g, spoken th e B lue 

Vein, Wa tkins , of Portmadoc, from Cardiff for Gibraltar, Cape Cornwall 28th Ins t  

 

The North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality 12th 

December 1863  

LATE TEMPEST.ðOur correspondent says : -On Thursday and Friday week the 

greatest excitement prevailed in this town and throughout the neighbourhood as 

to the effects of the tremendous gale which was blowing, as it was known t hat a 

number of vessels had been lost both at Holyhead and Porthdinllaen. These 

rumours were but too true, as the reports in the Chronicle on Saturday too fully 

confirmed. Heavy and violent the wind was in Portmadoc, I don't think it could be 

equally so to  that which was experienced more to the Westward and along the 

coast of Lleyn. In the latter division, trees were blown up by the roots all over the 

country, and the strongest cables were rent by the tremendous fury and strength 

of the gale. On this part o f the coast the casualties were but few ða rickety old 

tree Mown down here and there, that was all. Two ships took refuge in Criceieth 

bay, one of which had been very roughly handled in its passage from 

Middlesborough, Namely, the Economy, most of whose sai ls had been rent. The 

other vessel, the Edith, had been more lucky, she being enabled to cross the Bar 

with scarcely any material damage. In St. Tudwell's Roads the vessels were 

compar atively well sheltered but even there the gale was terrific, and the shi ps 

laboured prodigiously, and one, I believe, parted its cable, and was driven out 

into the open bay. I have heard a good many remarks do h ere  by sea f airing 

people about the want of proper appliances , during a storm at  Porthdinllaen there 

being no means o f communicating  with the shore  even when within  a hundred 

yards  of  it. One gentleman who was looking on, the fearful scene of the disaster 

for several hours was loud  in his complaints  on this head. There was no lifeboat, 

he said, nor any way whatever for the hundreds of anxious and excited people 

who thronged the beach to render the slightest assistance. Ships were stranded 

and wrecked within a few yards of them, and they were, quite p ower less  to 

render any help. It was the most distressing spectacle, he said, he ever 
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witnessed in his life. Another gentleman called my attention, to another feature 

of the case. There is no pier, he said, at Porthdinllaen, and which would have 

been of inf inite service, and yet only six or seven out of the number of vessels 

which were in the roadstead were driven on Shore, and only one or two lives 

were lost, and of these one died in the vessel either from fright or from cold and 

starvation; whilst at Holyh ead, the harbour of which has cost the Government 

millions of money, no l ess than 13 vessels were wrecked, nine of which went 

down, crews and all. He argued fr om this that Porthdinllaen is a better and a 

safer place for shipping than Holyhead, and which he  believes will be clearly 

demonstrated to the country should the Welsh Coast Company ever carry out 

their design in erecting a pier there. I cannot undertake to endorse these 

opinions, nor even guarantee the correctness of the statements, but it is certain  

that the north -west wind is the only dangerous one for Porthdinllaen, and that 

fewer ships were lost there on Thursday week than at Holyhead.  

 

Tavistock Gazette -  Friday 11 December 1863  

PORTMADOC, De c.4th  The lifeboat of the National Institution of  this place went 

out this day during a heavy gale of wind and put fi ve hands on board a vessel in 

distress, called The Economy, of Portmadoc. She had lost all her sails. The vessel 

was afterwards brought safely to anchor off Cri ccieth.  

 

The Heavy Gales of the 2n d and 3rd December, 1863. Life - Boat Services  

Date: January 1864 Volume: 05 Issue: 51  

AT no recent period have the disastrous effects of storms been more severely 

than during the hurricane of the 2nd and 3rd December last.  

Its results were felt, more or less, in all parts of the country. About 11 A.M. on 

the 3rd, the anemometer at the Royal Exchange, London, registered a pressure 

of 30 lbs. to the square foot. During the gales of October last, a similar 

instrument at Greenwi ch registered 29 1/2 lbs., whilst the one at the Royal 

Exchange only showed a pressure of 18 lbs. The barometric influences of the gale 

are given in another part of this Journal, p. 355.  

At Wolverhampton, and throughout the black country, it blew on the 3rd 

December a perfect hurricane, causing immense damage to property.  

But in order to realize, comparatively, the destructive character of the storm, we 

must turn our attention to the coasts of the British Isles, where it blew with 
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unexampled fury for fort y-eight hours ; and where it consigned to the deep many 

a goodly ship and her crew, causing destruction of property and loss of life to a 

truly appalling extent.  

It is not our purpose in these pages to harrow up the feelings of the reader; nor 

is it our in tention to dwell on the sad scenes of desolation of bereaved women 

and children rendered widows and orphans by this truly calamitous visitation of 

the storm of the 2nd and 3rd of December.  

We shall therefore only lay before the reader a few simple statemen ts of the 

services of the life -boats during the recent gales, as they reached the Institution 

from its zealous honorary secretaries on the coast, feeling assured that these 

facts will appeal with irresistible force to the sense  of duty on the part of many of 

our countrymen who have hitherto withheld from the life -boat cause their 

support.  

It is supposed that upwards of two hundred vessels were wrecked during those 

two disastrous days, and that the loss of life was proportionately great.  

Captain MATHEW write s:ð"A schooner was observed reaching towards the beach 

near Ferrychain Head, Criccieth, this morning, about 11 o'clock. Half an hour 

afterwards, the wind at the time blowing a complete gale from W.N.W., the crew 

let go their anchor. The vessel was riding h eavily, and was distant about a mile 

and a half from the shore. At twelve o'clock a signal of distress was seen flying 

from the main rigging, and she shortly afterwards parted from her anchor, and 

ran for the shore.  

The Portmadoc lifeboat was immediately g ot out, manned, and launched. She 

succeeded in getting alongside the ship, and put 4 men on board. The life -boat's 

crew assisted in anchoring her in safety, and took off her crew of 5 men, and 

landed them at Portmadoc. The vessel was the schooner Economy, of Portmadoc, 

from Middlesborough to Barmouth, with railway chairs." Penarth, Dec. 4.  

 

Newcastle Journal -  Monday 27 June 1864  

The Economy, Roberts, from hence for when the act of coming to anchor at the 

Isle of Wight, the 24th got in collision with the Wi lliam, Nevin, a nd both ships 

sustained considerable damage. Both ships have since been surveyed.  
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Lloyd's List -  Tuesday 28 June 1864  

YARMOUTH, I .W., 24th June. This morning, the ECONOMY, of Portmado c, Roberts 

from Newcastle to Youghal, while coming to anchor, sheered into the WILLIAM, of 

Nevin, Williams, and both vessels have sustained damage, but will, in all 

probability, be ready for sea in day or two. The former vessel carried away the 

end of her bowsprit jibboom guys, bobstay, cutwa ter, rails, & c. . The principal 

damage to the latter is on the port quarter, and about the stem, &c.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Wednesday 07 March 1866  

PORTLANDðMarch 6: WSW, strong,  dirty.  South cone is hoisted  

Put in ðThe brig Unity, London, Howes, from Grimsby for Alicante, with loss of 

bowsprit, jibboom, &c., having been in collision, 14  miles SE of Torbay, about 9.  

30  P.M. of the 5th, with the schooner Economy, Roberts, and from Portmadoc for 

London, The schoon erôs masts were carried away, and the master and one man 

jumped overboard to avoid the falling masts. The master was afterwards picked 

up the crew of the brig and p ut on board schooner, bu t the man, Wm. Thompson, 

was drowned. The brig then took the schoone r in tow, but the wind increasing, 

and fearing she would not weather Portland, was obliged slip her, after taking off 

the captain and t he remaining crew. The schooner is sup posed to have sunk, as 

she was making a good deal of water.  

 

Bristol Times and Mirr or -  Thursday 08 March 1866  

LOSS OF THE ECONOMY.-  The ship Economy, Captain John Roberts, from Port 

Madoc. was run into on Wednesday night and sunk. The whole of the crew, with 

the exception of one who was drowned, were picked up and brought Bristol.  

 

London Evening Standard -  Thursday 08 March 1866  

WEYMOUTH, March 6, -The Economy, of Carnarvon, from Port. M adoc to London, 

was abandoned last night in  the Channel, having been In cont act with the Unity, 

brig, of London from Grimsby to Alicante, w hich put i nto Portland Roads this 

morning, with but slight da mage; crew except  one man, landed here.  
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Lloyd's List -  Thursday 08 March 1866  

Weymouth, 6th Mar. ECONOMY (schr.), of Caernarvon, from Port Madoc to 

London ;  deposition of J. Roberts, master. [29,546]  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Friday 09 March 1866  

WEYMOUTHðMarch 8 a.m. NE, fre sh, cloud ; P.M. E NE, mode rate, showery  The 

Unity Howes, f ro m Grimsby f or Alicante, was this morning towed into the harbour 

to repair damages, caused by collision in the Channel ( as before re por ted 

yesterday).  

 

The North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality 10th March 

1866  

                                       PORTMADOC.  

SHIP DISASTER . ï intelligence received  in Portma doc that the schooner  

"Econom y" of this Port had been in collision with the Brig" Unity" of London, 

when about 1 4 miles S. E. of Torbay. The Master of the Ec onomy with o ne of the 

crew threw  themselves overboard to avoid the falling of the masts, the Master 

was afterwards picked up by the crew of t he "Unity" but the un- fortuned man 

William Thompson was drowned. The others were all saved. The vessel. 

"Economy" is supposed to have sunk shortly after they left her.  

 

Sherborne Mercury -  Tuesday 13 March 1866  

Shipping Disaster. ðOn Tuesday morning the brig Unity, of Lo ndon, Captain 

Howes, laden with coal, was brought into Weymouth harbour, with loss of 

bows prit and jibboom. On Monday night, about 10 o'clock, Wh ile on  her Way 

from  Grim sby to Alicante, she came into collision with the schooner Economy, of 

Portmadoc, laden with slate. The weather was fine with westerly wind blowing. 

The schooner received m uch i njury that the Captain jumped overboard to 

prevent being killed by the falling spars, but was picked up and brought into 

Weymouth in the Unity with the remainder of the crew, with the exception one 

poo r fellow named Thompson, who met with a watery  grave.  The Unity lay by the 

schooner till she went down.  
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Shipping and Mercantile Gazette ï Friday 09 March 1866  

REPORT OF CAPTAIN JOHN ROBERTS OF THE SCHOONER  Econom y of 

Caernarvon, 81  tons, from Portmadoc for  London ( slates) , previously reported : 

Left Portmadoc  , March 1. 9.3 0 p.m. on the  5th, weat her ha zy wind SW  

moderate, was 14  miles S.E. from Berry Head on starboard  tack, under full sail, 

saw a st ranger right ahead  about quarter of mile distant. I  then ported the helm, 

being  at the wheel, and asked the man on watch if the vessels would go clear. He 

replied ñYes, but luff a  little more." T he helm was then put hard down  , which 

was no sooner done than the stranger struck  us the port bow , carry ing  away 

both masts, & c.  The vessels hung  to get her for ha lf an hour,  when we were 

cleared, a nd  the wreck taken in tow the stran ger the  br ig Unity, of London , from 

Grimsb y for A licante and towed for about an hour, when the wind shifted for the 

south  and fearin g it im possible to clear the land with the wr eck  in tow, 

abando ned h er, and we got on board the brig  which arriv ed at Portland  at 9.0 

a.m. this morning, landing us at   Weymouth at 10 .0 a.m. As soon as the vessels 

struck, I  and the watchman, Wm Thompson of Glasgow , jumped overboard, and 

he was drown ed, a nd was supposed  to have been struck by a f alling spar. I  was 

picked u p by the brigôs Crew.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Saturday 10 March 1866  

Repo rt  of Captain Thomas Howes, the Unity, of London, 246 tons, from Grimsby 

for Alicante (Spain) (coal), (previously noticed) : Left Grim sby  March 2. At 10 

P.M. of the 5th, weather dull and haz y, wind W. by S., having lights bu rn ing  and 

under all sail excepting  royal and jib, heading N. W. by , N., distance 14 miles 

S.E. from Barr y Head, saw a  vessel about quarter of a mile distant, about one 

point on starbo ard bow, without any lights showing, causing me to  believe she 

was following my course, when s he sud denly l uffed up under our bows, catching 

his main rigging, ca rry ing away his mainmast, &c., also my jib boo m, with gear 

att ached. We remained in contact about half hour, then cleared. I then launched 

our boat, at the request of the Captain the stranger (the Economy of Carnarvon, 

from Portmadoc for Lo ndon), to tow him to Portland, if possible. Took her in tow, 

but in an hourôs time the Captain stated his vessel was sinking, and the wind 

shifting to W.S.W., it would have been impossible to have rounded Portla nd . The 

wreck was therefore abandoned, and I  anchored in Portland Roads 8 a.m. a nd 

landed the Crew of the schooner at Weymouth 9.0  A.M. on 6th. Immediately 

after the vessels came in contact I observed a man in the water, threw him life 

buoy, and got him on board us. He proved to be the Master of the schooner.  
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Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Monday 02 April 1866  

WEYMOUTHðMarch 31: The Unity, Howes, from Grimsby for Alicante, having 

completed repairs, occasioned by the  collision in the Channel.  

 

HENRY JONES   ship builder of Portmadoc born 1782 died 1861  

Henry Jones, ship builder became a prominent member of the community, having 

moved to the town from Pwllheli on the Llǀn Peninsular. He is considered the first 

of the Porthmadog shipbuilders. During his 36 years in his yard at Canol y Clwt 

originally a sloping beach forming the western side of the harbour, he built over 

60 vessels, ranging from barques to smacks (1824 -1860).  

 

North Wales Chronicle -  Tuesday 13 April 1841        

A Launch. -Lunched on the 7th ult. from the b uilding yard of Mr. Henry Jones, 

shipbuilder, Port Madoc, a fine round -sterned schooner, called the Margaret, of 

about 100 tons burthen. She is the builder's own property ; and is to be 

commanded by Cap tain  Humphreys, Intended for the co asting trade.  

 

The North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality 21st 

December 1861  

                                                PORTMADOC.  

                                        TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,  

                      (unless p revio usl y disposed of by Private Contract,)  

                                            BY MR. DA VID  JONES,  

 At the AUSTRALIA INN, PO RTMADOC, on MONDAY, the 2 nd day of December, 

1861, at Three o'clock in the aft ernoon -   

ALL the SHIPPING PROPERTY of the late Mr. Henry Jones, of Portmad oc, 

Shipbuilder, comprising 64 -64TH SHARES of and in the Hull of the Sc hoo ner True 

Love," of Carnarvon, which is of the burthen of 64 47 -100 tons register  64 -64TH 

SHARES of the Smack" Endeavour," of Carnarvon, 43 84 -100 ton s burthen per 

register; 16 -64TH SHARES of the Schooner  "Ebenezer," of Carnarvon, 105 20 -

100 tons burthen per register; 24 -64T H SHARES of the Schooner ñZion Hill ò, of 
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Carnarvon, 113 93 -100 tons burthen per register 4 -64TH  SHARES of the 

Schooner "Mary Hills, " of Carnarvon, 90 80 -100 tons burthen per register 8 -64 TH 

SHARES of the Schooner "Eagle," of Carnarvon, 101 51 -100 tons burthen per 

re gister 20 -64T H SHARES of the S mack ñ Caroline," 34 83 -100 tons bur th en per 

register.  

Further particulars may be had  on a pplica tion t o Mr.  John H. JONES, Solicitor, 

Portmado c, or to the Au ct ioneer, at Tremadoc.  

 

The North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality 28th 

December 1861  

PORTMADOC. LARGE SALE OF VESSELS. ðOn Monday last, seven vessels, the 

property of the  late Mr. Henry Jones, ship carpenter, was sold at the Australia 

Inn Portmadoc, by Mr. D. Jones, auctioneer. There was a large attendance of 

captains, ship -owners and others present, and all the vessels were disposed of; 

but at decidedly low prices. The hu ll of the schooner" True Love" was knocked 

down for £ 500 ða decided bargain  

 

Captain Evan Roberts  

 

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard 18th December 1869  

Deserting a V essel. -Ellis Roberts, of Criccieth, was charged by Capt. Evan 

Roberts with deserting a certain vessel called the Daniel Morris, at St. Tudwell's 

Roads on the 8th of November last, contrary to the Merchant Shipping Act, 

without sufficient cause. ðEvan Roberts, owner of the vessel, said it was perfectly 

seaworthy. Defendant said tha t he could not trust himself with the vessel, as he 

had seen fire above the jibboom. ðBy the Bench I don't know where it came 

from, nor where the fire went. I can't trust myself with her. ðPierce Roberts said: 

I made the articles produced, and saw Ellis Robe rts signing them. This is his own 

writing, and he signed it . In answer to the Bench, Captain Roberts said that 

defendant was the mate of the vesse l, and had by deserting her when he did 

caused a delay in the voyage, as they had to find one to take his plac e. Not more 

than 10s, or 15s. was due to the defendant at the time. He had been with the 

vessel since April, and had been paid up to the time he signed the articles for this 

voyage. ðThe Bench, consider ed that he had done a very wrong act in deserting 
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his vessel on such a poor excuse, said they could not do less than commit him to 

prison for fourteen days and order money due to him to be forfeited.  

    

The North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality 24th 

January 1863  

Roberta, v. Williams - .A jury case -The plaintiff in this action was Captain Evan 

Roberts, of the schooner "Daniel Mo rri s," Portmadoc, and the defendant, Captain 

Watkin Williams, of Friwlyd, near Pwllheli. Mr. Bre ese appeared for the plaintiff. 

The following comprised the jury : -Mr. R. Lloyd Jones, Hotel, Tremadoc; Mr. John 

Parry, tanner, do Mr. Owen Morris, merchant, Portmadoc; Captain W. Jones, 

Gelligreen, ditto; and Mr. Jn. Jones, merchant, ditto. Mr. Breese stated the case 

for the plaintiff. In May, 1858, his client , Captain Evan Roberts, took a house as 

an yearly tenant, in Garth Terrace, Portmadoc, of the defendant, Captain 

Williams, of Friwlyd. There was then an entrance to the back premises wide 

enough for a cart to be taken up, which entrance also led to a garde n in which 

there was a stable for a horse. In February, 1861, Captain Williams, who owned 

the adjoining, built a wall in such a manner as to quite flush up the entrance, so 

that there remained no access to the back premises, to the garden, or to the 

stable , so that everything, even the manure, after the said wall was built, had to 

be taken through the front door, thus rendering the stable of no use, and the 

back premises but a very little. Now he need scarcely to tell men of intelligence, 

such as he saw on the jury, that such a  proceedi ng would naturally render the 

rent value of any house much less. His client paid £12 a year as rent, and as the 

wall had been built without any permission being given on the part of the 

plaintiff, or communication of any kind being made to him o n the subject; and as 

the wall in question made the house of less value, and in fact was only taken by 

the plaintiff with the understanding that the entrance was a right of way and 

could not be blocked up, and as he had remained as tenan t from February 1861 

until Novem ber  12th, 1862, notwithstanding the inconveniences caused by the 

wall, the present action was brought to obtain compensation, the damage s laid  at 

six pounds. For his part he (Mr. Breese) could not imagine what defence Could 

possibly be set up; unless indeed the defe ndant should deny that he ordered the 

wall to be made, or that he did not pay for it. In that case, he should prove by a 

witness, Captain Peter Jones, that it was built by the orders of the defendant; 

and Mr. John Thomas, a respectable tradesman of the town, would be called to 

prove that he built the wall, and was paid for it by Captain Williams himself. His 

client had been, advised to stop the money out of the rent; but this he refused to 

do, bec ause in that case t he defendant may have distrained on his goods; so he 

paid the rent up in full to the 12th November last, and now brought the present 

action. There had been a little delay in the matter he would admit; but this arose 
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from his (Mr. Bre ese) trying to arrange matters amicably between the parties, in 

which, however, he had failed. Under these circumstances he felt confident that 

the jury would grant the compensation sought. He then called Captain Evan 

Roberts, who said -  I reside in Portmadoc, and in May, 1858, I took a house in 

the terrace, of Captain Williams, as tenant from year to year, and we left it in 

November, 1862. There was a road to the back, a nd a garden and a stable, and a 

road leading to them. We always used this back way, and the crew of my vessel  

always did so. In February, 1861, a wall was built up right against this entry, 

completely debarring access to it. In fact, there was no access to the back but 

through the front door. My wife, Mrs. Roberts, takes in lodgers; but they did not 

much relish ma nure being carried out through the house, and there was no other 

way to take it. I did not, but my wife mentioned the subject to the defendant, 

and asked for a reduction in the rent. I paid the rent in full up to the time we left 

in November last. By his H onour. -There was no written agreement between us. I 

examined the premises before I took the house and saw the entrance, of course 

but as far that I had known the place for 20 years, and there was always an 

entrance way to the back. His HONOUR -Does anyone a ppear for defendant - is he 

present ? The Registrar -  The defendant is present, your Honour but he has no 

advocate to defend him. His HONOUR ðThat is exceedingly inconvenient, as there 

should be an advocate in a case of this kind. The absence of one tends to t hrow 

all upon the Judge, as to a certain extent he has to act as Judge and advocate. It 

was very inconvenient, indeed. Mr. Breese said that Mr. R. D. Williams, of 

Carnarvon, had been engaged for the defence; but he was unavoidably detained 

elsewhere. He (M r. Breese) had written on Saturday last to say that the case 

could not be adjourned, because the plaintiff was upon the point of sailing with 

his vessel, which was already loaded; and so he could not put it off, as he might 

be away twelve months. He himself was very sorry that there was no advoc ate 

on the other side, as he would much prefer that there had been one. The 

defendant was then asked what he had to say in his defence, and whether he 

had any question to put to the plaintiff ? The defendant sa id he had no questions 

to ask; but he would produce his lease of the property, which gave him a right to 

build a wall there if he choose. When the wall was built he considered that by the 

terms of the said lease he had a perfect right to do it. Mr. Breese -We do not 

question the right: because a person could not build upon another person's 

property; but we do question the right as against the tenant Mrs. Roberts then 

gave her evidence. They took the house, she said, upon the implied 

understanding that they h ad a right to the entrance. After the wall was built she 

asked the plaintiff to reduce the rent, when he refused. The entrance road had 

been always open for at least sixteen year s, indeed  ever since the house was 

built. The defendant declined to ask this w itness any questions, saying that he 

trusted solely to the lease for his defence. Capt. Peter Jones proved the building 

of the wall across the passage to the back, and that he received the orders from 
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Capt. Williams himself. Mr. John Thomas, mason, said he  built the wall in 1861 

(he believed). He rece ived his orders from Capt. Peter Jones; but Capt. Williams, 

the defendant, paid him for it. He could not say positively whether he saw 

Captain Williams after he had rece ived the orders from Captain Jones, and b efore 

he commenced building it. The latter told him that he had rece ived his orders 

from the defendant. At this stage of the evidence it oozed out that another wall 

had been built opposite the second house, the plaintiff accepting the one highest 

up the en trance; but there was a door in this wall which was never locked, the 

plaintiff said, but at night; and he did not, therefore, consider that he had a back 

entrance to his house upon sufferance. This wall was built before he took the 

house. The defendant al so said that after all the house was not his, but his 

sister's; and that he always gave the receipt for rent in her name, and not in his 

own. He certainly let the house to the plaintiff, and always received the rent. His 

HONOUR again regretted the absence of an advocate for the defence, as he was 

sure there was more in this case than would be ever got out. Mrs. Roberts denied 

the statement of the defendant that he always gave a receipt in his sister's 

name. He gave the last in her name, and only that. Being  questioned by Mr. 

Breese on this point, the defendant qualified his former statement by saying that 

he gave a receipt in his sister's name sometimes. His Ho nour  here questioned the 

plaintiff very closely as to the second wall built in the entrance, and wh ich was 

there when he took the premises; and also made some remarks on the plaintiff 

remaining in the house a year a nd a half after being subjected to such a 

nuisance, which he thought was somewhat strange. Mr. Breese replied that in 

any case he could not have le ft sooner than 15 months; an d the Jury will know 

the difficulty w hich was experienced in Portmadoc in getting a decent house of 

any kind. The lease was then read by the Registrar, but there was nothing in it 

which bore directly on the point at issue , the real question being, as stated by 

Mr. Breese, whether a landlord who lets a house to a tenant at a  certain rent, 

with certain privileges attached, has a right to take away those privileges without 

the consent of the tenant without another agreement b eing entered into. He 

denied that a landlord had any such right, and it mattered little, therefore, what 

was inserted in the original lease, unl ess it was made known to the tenant when, 

he took the house. His HO NOUR then addressed the Jury in a very impart ial 

manner. What they had chiefly to consider was whether, when t he plaintiff took 

the house, he believed he had a free right of way to his back premises, 

notwithstanding that there was a wall with a door in it already built in the said 

entrance, and that the key was kept by another party, who might have shut it 

when he pleased. Was the admission of the plaintiff by this entrance really on 

sufferance or not? The defendant evidently believed from the terms of his lease 

that he had a right to build the wall; but he thought he did wrong in not 

informing the plaintiff of that right when he let him the house. After a question 

by a juror as to when the wall was really built, the Jury retired, and in a short 
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time returned into Court, when they said they had found a  verdict in favour of 

plaintiff -damages, £2 10 s. 

   

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard 26th March 1875  

PARISH VESTR Y On Friday. March 19, the annual vestry for the parish of 

Ynyscynhaiarn was held at the office of the Local Board, Portmadoc  

Overseers. -The following were elected for the current year : -Messrs Thomas 

Morris, Tremadoc, W. Williams, Llannerch, Captain Morris Jones, 'Portmadoc, 

Captain Evan Roberts (Economy), Portmadoc, Owen Williams, timber merchant, 

and John Owen, Paris House.  

 

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard 19th December 1873  

PORTMADOC- SAFETY OF CAPT. E. ROBERTS. ðAbout four weeks ago the news 

arrived that Captain E Roberts, junr., and part of the Herbert Graham's crew had 

been cast on shore in Patagonia, owing to that vessel having gone on fire. The 

place where they landed being barren, wild, cold, and inhabited only by a few 

tribes of  Patagonian Indians, the worst prognostications were afloat concerning 

them. However, last week, a telegram was received from Captain E. Roberts, 

announcing his safe arrival at Liverpool. As what he and part of the crew suffered 

is worth recording, we give  the following narration : -The Herbert Graham sailed 

from Newport on the 1st July last with a cargo of coals for Valparaiso. She was 

commanded by Captain Evan Roberts, jun. , Bank -place, Portmadoc, with a crew 

of nine. Everything went on smoothly until the 22nd Sept., when they discovered 

smoke in the ship. On the 23rd the ship went on fire. The captain and crew took 

to the boats, takin g with them about a hundredweight of biscuits, some butter, 

and me at. They were n ow a bout one hundred miles from the shores of Patagonia, 

During the 24th and 25th they were all day at sea. On the 2 6th they landed 

about twenty - five mil es to the north of Cape Virgin to re pair and refit the boats 

and on the morrow  started for the  Str aits  of Magellan trying for Sandy Point but 

were  obliged to beach the boats in the afternoon. The weather being cold , a t ent 

was made w ith the jolly boat. One the men ðJohn Row ly-complained of being 

unwell and died on the 23th, and was rolled in some canvas  and buried with  

Christian burial  in a grave dug on the seashore under some cliffs. L eft the place 

afterwards and were  sea all night, and next  morning were at the  Magellan 

Straits and  anchored in Possession Bay.  After  sailing , on the 30 th unti l th e 

after noon it began to  blow hard, and th ey were compelled , to come to anchor  

and  to leave the boats for the safety of their lives.  Seeing a larger steamer in the 
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offing they made signs to her but  were t aken no notice of. When night came it  

brought  snow, frost, and a very heavy gale ï Oct 1st  th e weather continued the 

same still.  The poor unfortunates had  neither fire nor sh elt er to keep them from 

the effects  of the cold. The next d ay  the weather moderated a little.  They took to 

the boats and had to land in the after noon. It blew so hard on the 3rd  they did 

not venture out in  the boats . They were now in  the First Narrows, Magellan 

Straits.  The weather continued  exceedingly cold . On the 4 th  and 5 th  could not  

pro ceed with the b oats  owi ng , t o furious gales sweeping the coast. They thought  

of leaving the boats and walking to Sandy Point  and on the 6 th  they started, 

though the distance to the place was unknown to them. During the day saw a 

larger steamer passing only about two miles from the sh ore. Showed the English 

Ensign with the Union Jack down to her. Received no reply. Came across a large 

river, Five of them crossed it and four stayed behind. The former waited  two 

hours for them to cross , but seeing them in all probability  returning to the  boa ts  

the five  marched on. In the night they rested in the best way th ey could . As they 

went on the next day  two large dogs were seen barki ng  at them . As they did not 

know  how far Sandy Point was, and the provisions were nearly exhausted a 

feel ing  of despondency came over them. On the morrow they ate all of the 

provision s.  In the strength of that they managed to get along fairly until t he 9th, 

when starvation stared them in  the fa ce. They  pr ayed God to deliver them. The 

country was so barre n round about that nothing could be had to eat, only cold, 

very cold water. They saw several wild animals on the 10 th  but could not catch 

them. After resting the ni ght could hardly  start for want  of food. Durin g the d ay  

travelled in a forest, and lodged th ere for the night . The Captain  said that th is 

was the best lodging they h ad since they started. About noon on the 12 th they 

saw a fl ag flying in  the  air. Just then a tribe of  Patagonian Indians hove in sight.  

Seeing that they had no food about them and  not looking very friendly the 

captain led his men away. The Indians wore skins of wild beasts about their loins. 

The flag seen  by the men , proved  to indicate Sandy Point,  a penal settlement 

belonging to the Chilian Government .  The town was fo rtifi ed and guarded by 

sentries who could  not understand English . The poor hungry crew made  motions 

to th em. They were understood and the poor five fellows we re taken to the 

Governor  who was able to speak a little English.  He treated them kindly and 

attended to all  their wants.  A steamer called  at Sandy Point and the Governor 

asked them to take Captain Roberts and h is crew to Valparaiso  wither the 

steamer was bound. The commander agreed and they were taken  aboard. Aft er 

arriving at Valparaiso  the captain  took a  steamer bound for  Liv erpool;  the r est of 

the crew stayed  behind. Last week Cap tain Roberts arrived home safe and well, 

though the great hardships had told upon him . The four men who had returned 

to the boats had taken to sea and after about four days wer e picked  up by a 

steamer an d landed in Liverpool about three weeks before Captain Roberts . 
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Caernarvon & Denbigh Herald -  Saturday 17 April 1880  

Robert sðWill iams ðAt Bethesda Cha pel, Swansea, by the Rev A. J. Perry, Evan 

Roberts, -  Portmadoc, to Catherine , daughter of the late Capt. Williams, Corn 

Farm, Llanengan, Cardiganshire  

 

Liverpool Mercury -  Wednesday 22 February 1882  

WRECK OF THE I. H. M., OF MILFORD. -Three of the crew of th e barquentine L H. 

W., of Milford, which was wrecked on Long Island on the 20th January, have 

been la nded at Liverpool. The vessel left New York with a cargo of petroleum oil 

for Portugal, on January' 19, and on the following morning about five o'clock she  

stranded on Long Island, near the signal station. The crew of seven hands were  

rescued about four hours afterwards by a lifeboat from the shore, saving also 

most of their effects. A steam - tug subsequently endeavoured to pull the I. H. M. 

off, but failed, and the vessel finally became a complete wreck. The captain was 

at the wreck at latest accounts, seeing what could be saved. The I. H. M. was a 

vessel of 194 tons register, having been built at Hakin, Milford, in 1877. She was 

the property of Captain Evan Roberts, Portmadoc, who was in command at the 

time of the casualty.  

 

The North Wales Express 21st March 1884  

Roberts ðOwenðMarch 20, at Moriah Chapel, Carnarvon, by the Rev Evan Jones, 

R. Roberts, son of Captain Evan Roberts, Portmadoc. to Anne Owen, 13, 

Segontium - terrace, Carnarvon.  

 

The North Wales Express 21st April 1899  

PORTMADOC. DEATH OF AN OLD INHABITANT. ð The funeral of one of the oldest 

inhabitants took place, that of Mrs Catherine Roberts, widow of the late Capt. 

Evan Roberts ñEconomyò, Bank place. Mrs Roberts was 88 years of age, and was 

an intelligent, well - read person. She was a great sup -  porter of Sir Roger, the 

claimant to tho Tichborne estates, and was an admirer of the late Dr Keneally.  
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Railway Magazine, August 1900, ILLUSTRATED INTER VIEWS, No. 34. -

MR.JOHN SYLVESTER HUGHES, General Manager, Festiniog Railway  (FR)  

Hamburg Ballast  

During the years of the slate trade the FR track was ballasted with the material 

which returning sailing vessels brought back to Portmadoc as ballast. The 

tonn age of slate shipped out of Portmadoc by sea was much greater than the 

limited quantity of freight brought in to the port and so sailing ships putting in to 

Portmadoc had to carry enough ballast to keep them stable. Because the 

predominant trade was to Ham burg where ballast was obtained from the gravelly 

banks of the river Elbe, this material was known as Hamburg ballast. That there 

was an abundance of this ballast available at Portmadoc is illustrated by the 

creation of Cei Ballast (Ballast Bank), the isla nd of ballast material just offshore 

from South Snowdon Wharf. Hamburg ballast was typically made up of smooth 

yellowy brown pebbles and smaller shingle. In the early years of the reopened FR 

it was just below the turf that had spread everywhere over the b allast. Wherever 

the FR mainline was re - laid for the first time post 1954, platelayers came upon it, 

with the last significant stretch being from Tanygrisiau to Glan -y-Pwll. De - turfing 

of this section was completed in November 1974. Gradually, Hamburg Ball ast has 

disappeared under layers of modern granite ballast, only to be revealed when 

serious digging is done.  

 

These facts are supported by the following sentence in an article about the FR 

published in Railway Magazine in August 1900:  

 

"The ballast is 6ft. wide and 1ft. deep, being 6in. under the sleepers, and 

composed of gravel brought in vessels to Portmadoc, there being no material 

suitable for the purpose on the line."  
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7.0  Analysis  

 

The Economy was one of the vessels built on the beach  by Henry Jones as can be 

seen from the location given by the surveyor as the place he examined the vessel 

in 1841.  

The master and owner of Economy was Evan Roberts  of Portmadoc.  

The damage repairs in LR for 1849 relate to the Economy being driven ashore a t 

Porthdinllaen  in January 1849  and was still under repair in March at Amlwch.  

In 1862 LR records the master changing to J Roberts which matches the 

deposition given when Economy was lost in 1866  by John Roberts . 

The 1862 LR records for Schooner Daniel Morris 103 tons are blank but from 

1863 E Roberts is the master and Roberts & Co., of Portmadoc is recorded as the 

owner.  It is appears to relate to  Evan Roberts the  father as his  son  Evan Roberts 

did not pass his masters examination until 1874 . 

The original information for the reported loss of the Econom y was incorrect in 

that the date was 4 th  December 1863 and not December 1869. The remaining 

details of the departing port and destination along with the cargo all match the 

original information. The Port hmado g lifeboat again performed a heroic rescue in 

ho rrendous weather in saving the five crew of the Economy and recovering her 

from the beach and leaving her safely at anchor.  This storm affect ed large parts 

of the UK causing damage.  

The Deposition of Howes the master of the Unity is his excuse for the coll ision 

and if the matter came to court his defence to negligence in causing the collision 

which caused the loss of the Economy  in 1866 . The deposition of J. Roberts of 

the Economy is similar but the  description given describe s the Unity colliding 

with the Economy on the starboard side while sailing on her starboard tack. To 

have luffed up to cause the collision, the Economy would first of had to pass the 

Unity which seems unlikely.  A vessel on starboard tack has right of way.  

The Economy was owned and based  in Portmadoc but the port of registration was 

Carnarvon so it was usually described as the Economy of Portmadoc but 

occasionally as Economy of Carnarvon.  

Evan Roberts is a common name in Wales and one of his  son s was also Evan 

Roberts, so establishing  if and when he took over from his father is not possible 

with information on line.  He was not however his eldest son , this was John 

Roberts who took over as master of the Economy before it sank. The first 
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newspaper r eport of Evan Roberts Junior was in 1873 as master of the Herbert 

Graham  lost off Patagonia and his survival on shore with his crew.  It is probable 

that J ohn  Roberts who took over as master of the Economy in about 1862 was 

also his son. Evan Roberts of Ban k Place Portmadoc was recorded as the owner 

of at least three different vessels, Schooner Economy, Schooner Daniel Morris 

and Brigantine I.H.M. , but not the Herbert Graham . Catherine Roberts his widow 

died at Bank Place in 1899.  

Evan Roberts was awarded a masters certificate of service due to his time as a 

boy, mate and master on various vessels Coasting and Foreign. The application 

shows the previous vessels he served on from a boy of 14 to master  (Appendix H  

) . John and Evan Roberts junior passed the examinations to qualify as masters 

(see Appendixes I and  J ) John Roberts served on the Economy and Daniel 

Morris before passing receiving his masters certificate ( see Appendix I, 

certificate of service at sea).  Evan Roberts junior  served on the Daniel Morris as 

mate with his father as master and also as master, (see Appendix  J )  

The chart showing the narrow approaches to  Porthmadog show the difficulty 

sailing vessels without engines would encounter in leaving or entering the 

harbour. The channel was, and still is constantly changing and has a dangerous 

bar. The prevailing south westerly winds blow along the channel so a s ailing 

vessel which cannot sail directly into the wind must tack in a zig zag to progress 

against the wind. An ebbing tide would carry vessels down the channel but a 

vessel needs water flowing over its rudder to steer, not just being carried along 

by the t ide. Modern large ships are often seen towing a tug backwards, which 

powers forward, to allow them to steer at slow speeds. The increasing number of 

vessels using the harbour needed a  steam tug and a company  operated from 

1862 with a paddle wheel tug, late r replaced by propellor driven vessel. The 

November 1844 newspaper report of the Economy failing to reach the open sea 

when the wind died with a strong ebb tide, and returning two days later to 

harbour showed the need for a powered tug.  The records of Econ omy lying 

windbound in Portmadoc also may be due to the winds preventing it navigating 

the channel, where it may have been able to sail if it reached the open sea. 

There were no records found after 1862  of Economy being windbound in 

Portmadoc but a number before.  

The 1863 rescue by the lifeboat resulted from Economy anchoring outside the 

harbour and in storm force winds being driven ashore. The wind was described as 

a whole gale from the WNW which is storm force 10 on the Beaufort scale with a 

mean wind  speed between 55 to 63 m.p.h. , the gusts can be much higher. The 

sea has v ery high waves (29 -41 ft) with overhanging crests, sea white with 

densely blown foam, heavy rolling, lowered visibility . This is seldom experienced 

on land , but causes trees to be uproo ted and structural damage to buildings. The 
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harbour entrance and channel would have been impossible to navigate in these 

conditions.  

The majority of the newspaper reports came from the BNA with the WNL 

supplying the remainder. The RNLI archive supplied det ails of the rescue of the 

crew and Economy in 1863.  The background information came from searches on 

google.  The Masters certificates and paperwork came from Ancestry. Com along 

with the census records and Probate notice.  

The 1861 census return for th e Economy is equivalent to a crew list with John 

Roberts,  the mate, the son  of  Evan Roberts the master and owner.  
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8.0  Conclusions & Recommendations    

 

I started this research after starting research on two other vessels called 

Economy, one of which was on the MADU data base of wrecks of North Wales . All 

three were lost or initially believed to have been lost in North Wal es. I spent 

some time researching this vessel before I found the incident in North Wales as a 

small error had changed the date of her loss from 1863 to 1869 and the way it 

was reported at the time in the newspapers failed to produce a match.  

I have spent a bout 4 5 hours on this research with 95% of the time spent on line, 

Economy is a popular name for a sailing vessel at this time. The word economy 

was a popular word in the vocabulary with many adverts and government policies 

using it . A search with the word  ñEconomyò produced thousands of possible 

matches even for one year.  

There is no known wreck site for the Economy with the location of where she 

sank after she was abandoned is unknown.  The location of the initial collision is 

vague and she was then towed for about an hour before being cast off when the 

wind changed , so it  is very unlikely her wreck site will ever be identified.  

The  search of the records on Ancestry clarif ied  the ages and relationship of Evan 

Roberts to John Roberts and Evan Roberts junior. The duplicate masterôs 

certificate for Evan Roberts junior states the original was  lost  walking in  

Patagonia after his vessel was lost to  a fire ( Appendix J ). A copy of the relevant 

crew li sts would complete  the research , but they are not available on line.  

The research has answered most of my questions but not concerning the crew 

who are generally unknown and requires a physical research at the archives 

holding the crew lists which unusually, appear to be in the UK.  

This vessel is interesting in the number of events that affected it and that it was 

owned by one person or company for all its lifetime and appears to have had only 

two masters who it appears were related. Some further re search would be 

required to expand the story with the crew lists . 
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Appendices:   

 

Appendix A ï Table of Lloydôs Registers entries for the Economy

 

Schooner Economy master E Roberts  89 tons, built in Portmadoc in February 

1841 using iron bolts, owner Roberts & Co., registered at Portmadoc, survey at 

Barmouth, classified A1 for 12 years in March, sailing Barmouth to London  

1842 , 1843, 1844 No changes  

1845 New survey June 1846 at Barmo uth  

1846, 1847 No changes  

1848 Some repairs 1848, d amage  repairs 1849, new Survey March 1849  

1849 , 1850 , 1851, 1852, 1853  No Changes  

1854 New Deck and some repairs in 1854, new survey April 1854 still A1, Cont. 

Barmouth coaster since 1853  

1855 , 1856, 1857, 1858  No Changes  
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1859 Port and classification blank  

1860 New Keel in 1859, new survey 1859 restored to A1 for 4 years  

1861 Classification blank, no other changes  

1862 Master amended to J Roberts, some repairs in 1863, new survey                 

.                                                                            January 1863 classified AE1  

1863, 1864 No Changes  

1865 No Changes -  stamped wrecked  

1866 No record  
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Appendix B  ï The T imeline for the Economy  

1841  

April 7 1841  Milford put in Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc for London  

w/e April 11 1841 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

August 31 1841 Liverpool arrived Economy, Roberts from Hull  

October 2 5 1841 Cowes arrived Economy, Roberts from  Shields for Dublin -                  

.                                                                                                       damaged  

September 29 1841 Milford  put in Economy, Roberts from  Liverpool for  Newcastle  

November 2 1841 Milford sai led  Economy, Roberts from Newcastle  for Dublin  

 

1842  

 

February 1 2 1842 Portmadoc windbound  Economy, Roberts for London  

February 19 1842 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for  London  

March 12 1842  London St Katherine hauled out Economy  89 , Roberts for  River  

March 26 1842 Milford arrived Economy, Roberts for Glasgow ï  cargo shifted                                                                            

April 1 1842 Greenock arrived Economy, Rober ts from  London  

May 5 1842 Shoreham sailed Economy, Roberts  for Littlehampton ï ballast  

May 6 1842 Littlehampton  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Shoreham  ï ballast  

May 12  1842  Littlehampton  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Liverpool ï flints  

July 1 1842 Hull saile d Economy, Roberts for  Newcastle  

August 11 1842 Caernarvon arrived Economy, Roberts from  Dublin  

August 27  1842 Caernarvon  sailed Economy, Roberts for London  

September 23 1842 Falmouth arrived Economy, Roberts from London  

w/e October 8 1842 Bristol came in  Economy, Roberts  from London  

October 11 1842 Cardiff arrived Economy, Roberts from  Bristol  

October 26  1842 Milford arrived Economy, Roberts from Cardiff  for Liverpool  
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November 1 1842 Liverpool arrived Economy, Roberts from  Cardiff  

November 1 9 1842  Portmadoc  arrived Economy, Roberts from Liverpool  

 

1843  

February 27 1843 Portmadoc  Economy, Roberts  ready to proceed to sea                   

.                                                                                                      tomorrow  

March 3 1843 Falmouth  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc  

March 6 1843 Falmouth  sailed Economy, Roberts for Newcastle  

March 23 1843 Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from Dunkirk  

May 3 1843 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Dunkirk  

May 10  1843 Dunkirk arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc   

June 23 1843 Dunkirk arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

July 5 1843 Dunkirk sailed Economy, Roberts for  Newcastle  

July 8 1843 North Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from Dunkirk  

August 3 1843  Dublin  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Newcastle  

August 10 1843 Portmadoc  arrived Economy, Roberts  from Dublin  

September 27 1843 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Newcastle  

October 1 1843 Dunkirk  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc  

October 16 1843 Dunkirk sailed Economy, Roberts for  Portmadoc  

October 27  1843  Charlestown -Fowey arrived Economy, Roberts from  Dunkirk  

November 7 1843 Runcorn arrived Economy, Roberts  from Fowey  

November 18  1843 Runcorn  sailed Economy, Roberts fo r Portmadoc  

December 2 1843 Portmadoc  arrived Economy, Roberts  from Liverpool  

December 10 1843 Portmadoc  arrived Economy, Roberts  

December 21 1843 Portmadoc  windbound Economy, Roberts for London  

 

1844  



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

43 
 

January 8 1844  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for London  

January 13 1844 Falmouth put in  Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  for London  

January 1 5 1844 Falmouth sailed Economy, Roberts for  London  

w/e February 16 1844 Charlestown arrived Economy, Roberts from  London  

February 1 7 1844 Charlestown  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Liverpool  

February 24 1844  Runcorn arrived Economy, Roberts from Fowey  

March 7 1844 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Liverpool  

March 28  1844  Portmadoc windbound Economy, Roberts for  Yarmouth  

April 7 1844 Portmadoc  sail ed Economy, Roberts  

April 18 1844 Gt Yarmouth arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc -  slates  

April 30  1844 Portmadoc  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Yarmouth  

May 7 1844 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  for Wisbech  

May 29  1844 Harwich put in Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc for Wisbech  

June 3 1844 Sutton Bridge, Wisbech arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

June 10  1844 Sutton Bridge, Wisbech  sailed Economy, Roberts for Portmadoc  

June 15 , 16 1844 Deal arrived & proceeded Economy, Roberts  

June 22 1844 Portmadoc  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Wisbech  

July 19 1844 Hamburg arrived Economy, Roberts from  Altona  

August 1 5 1844 Off  New Romney Economy from Hamburg for Bristol  

August 18 1844 Off Dungeness Economy, Roberts f or Bristol  

September 6 1844  Bristol arrived Economy, Roberts from  Hamburg -  barley  

September 12 1844 Pill sailed Economy, Roberts for Portmadoc  

September 15 1844 P ortmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from Bristol  

September 2 5 1844  Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Blyth  

October 11 1844 Blyth  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc  

October 23 1844 Blyth sailed Economy, Roberts  for Plymouth  
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November 9 1844 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Plymouth  

November 17 1844 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

November 28  1844 Portmadoc windbound Economy, Roberts for London  

November 2 9 1844   Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for London  

December 2 1844 Falm outh put in Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc for London  

December 3 1844  Falmouth sailed Economy, Roberts for London  

December 8 1844 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  

December 1 0 1844  Falmouth put in Economy,Roberts from Portmadoc for  London  

December 11  1844  Falmouth sailed Economy, Roberts for London  

December 24  1844  Falmouth sailed Economy, Roberts for London  

 

1845  

January 1 1845  London Pickle Herring Quay Up arrived Economy, Roberts  from                           

.                                                                   Portmadoc , lying at Horselydown  

January 2 4 1845  Falmouth put in Economy, Roberts from  London for Liverpool  

January 25 1845 Falmouth sailed Economy, Roberts  for  Liverpool  

February 1 1845 Penzance anchored in roads  Economy, Roberts  from London  for                   

.                                                                                       Liverpool  windbound  

February 6 1845  Caernarvon passed thou gh the straits Economy, Roberts from                          

.                                                                                       London for Liverpool  

February 23 1845  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from Liverpool  

March 10 1845 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  for B.wat  

March 1 4 1845  Falmouth arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

March 26 1845 Falmouth put in Economy,  Roberts from Portmadoc for  Yarmouth  

April 24 1845 Liverpool arrived Economy from Dunkirk  

May 2 3 1845  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Liverpool  

June 7 1845  Portmadoc  windbound  Economy, Roberts for Dunkirk  

June 10  1845  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for Dunkirk  
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July 8 1845  Portmadoc  arrived Economy, Roberts  from Dunkirk  

July 13 1845   Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

August 4 1845 Wisbech arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

August 13  1845 Wisbech  sailed Economy, Roberts for  London  

August 2 1 1845  London Pickle Herring Quay Up arrived Economy, Roberts from                           

.                                                                                                    Portmadoc  

August 22  1845 London customs house entered in Economy, Rob erts from                   

.                                                                                                        Wisbech  

September 5 1845 London customs house  outwards Economy,  Roberts  for          

.                                                                                                        Douglas  

September 21 1845 Holyhead put in Economy, Roberts from  Douglas for                        

.                                                                                                     Portmadoc  

September 22 1845  Holyhead  sailed Economy, Roberts for Portmadoc  

September 22  1845  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Isle of Man  

October 2 1845    Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Hamburg  

October 11 1845 Off Portsmouth  Economy, Roberts for Hamburg  

October 22 1845 Hamburg arrived Economy, Roberts from Altona  

November 1 1 1845  Gravesend arrived Economy, Roberts from  Hamburg  

November 12 1845 London customs house entered in Economy, Roberts  from                     

.                                                                              Hamburg ï Brewerôs Quay 

December 18 1845 Portland Roads put in & sailed  Economy, Roberts for Liverpool  

December 30 1845 Runcorn arrived Economy, Roberts  from Poole  

 

1846  

January 12 1846 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from  Liverpool  

March 6 1846 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from  Londonderry  

w/e March 31  1846  Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  

April 1 1846 Milford put in Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc for London  
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April 8 1846 Milford sailed Economy, Roberts for Portmadoc  

April 26  1846  Newhaven arrived Economy, Roberts from London  ï ballast  

May 1 1846 Newhaven  sailed Economy, Roberts for Liverpool  ï stone  

May 1 0 1846 Runcorn  arrived Economy  fr om  Newhaven  

May 1 9 1846  Runcorn sailed Economy, Roberts for  Portmadoc  

May 23 1846 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from Liverpool  

June 1 6 1846  Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  

June 29 1846 Bremen arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

July 16 1846 Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from  Bremen  

August 13 1846 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from  Plymouth  

September 7 1846  Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  for Goole  

September 29  1846  Goole arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc   

Oct ober 28 1846 Plymouth arrived Economy, Roberts from  Goole  

November 16 1846 Fowey arrived Economy, Roberts from  Plymouth  

December 4 1846  Runcorn arrived Economy, Roberts from  Charlestown  

December 15 1846  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from Liverpool  

 

 

1847  

January 24 1847 Portmadoc windbound Economy, Roberts for  Gt Yarmouth  

February 1 1847  Portmadoc sailed  Economy, Roberts for Gt Yarmouth  

February 5 1847 Falmouth sailed Economy, Roberts for  Yarmouth  

February 9 1847 Gt Yarmouth arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc  

March 3 1847 Yarmouth sailed Economy, Roberts for  Dublin ï goods & c.  

March 14  1847 Dublin arrived Economy, Roberts from Yarmouth  

March 29 1847 Portmadoc  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Dublin  
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April 13 1847 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  

April 27 1847 Hamburg arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

May 20 1847 Cuxhaven sailed Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc for London  

May 31 1847 Gravesend arrived Economy, Roberts from Hamburg  

May 31 1847  London customs house entered in Economy, Roberts from                     

.                                                                              Hamburg ï Brewerôs Quay 

June 19 1847 London customs house cleared out  Economy, Roberts f or Bango r       

July 4 1847 Caernarvon arrived Economy, Roberts from London               

September 20 1847 Hamburg sailed Economy, Roberts for  Rye 

October 1 1847 Rye arrived Economy, Roberts from Hamburg ï Rags & Cake  

October 1 3 1847 Rye  sailed Economy, Roberts  to sea, ballast  

October 1 9 1847 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from Rye  

November 12 1847 Pwllheli in the bay Economy, Roberts for  Blyth  

November 1 9 1847  Falmouth put in Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc for  Blyth  

November 20  1847 Falmouth  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Blyth  

December 22 1847 Shoreham arrived Economy, Roberts from  Blyth  

 

1848  

January 5 1848 Shoreham sailed Economy, Roberts  for Liverpool  

January 12 -13 1848 Milford put in Economy, Roberts from  Shoreham for Runcorn  

February 2 1848 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Runcorn  

March 18 1848  Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  

March 28 1848 Cuxhaven arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc   

March 2 9 1848  Hamburg  arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc   

April 8 1848 Hamburg   arrived Economy, Roberts from Altona  

April 13 1848 Hamburg sailed Economy, Roberts for  London  

April 2 2 1848  Gravesend arrived Economy, Roberts from Hamburg  
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April 22 1848 London customs house entered in Economy, Roberts from                             

.                                                                             Hamburg  ï Dublin Cha nnel  

May 1848 Spoken to Economy, Roberts  at lat.  50 21 39N   Long 17 17 51W  

May 28 1848 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from  Comber  

August 14 1848 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  for Blyth  

September 20 1848 Cardiff arrived Economy, Roberts from Southampton  

September 2 8 1848 Cardiff  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Bristol  

October 4 1848 Liverpool arrived Economy, Roberts from  Cardiff  

October 19 1848 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

October 31 1848 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Wisbech  

 

1849    

January 1 1 1849 Porthdynllaen  arrived Economy, Roberts  

January 11 1849 Porthdynllaen Economy, Roberts ashore  

March 8 1849 Amlwch under repair Economy (sch)  

April 4 1849 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Newcastle  

July 7 1849 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

July 30  1849  Lymington off the Jack Economy, Rob erts  for Plymouth from                      

.                                                                                                    Newcastle  

August 2 1 1849  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Plymouth  

September 6 1849  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for  London  

w/e September 17 1849 Cardiff sailed Econom y for Newcastle  -  iron  

November 14  1849 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Dublin  

November 22 1849  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

December 2 8 1849 Portmadoc  windbound E conomy, Roberts  for Newcastle  

December 29 18 49  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for Newcastle  
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1850  

January 3 1850 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

January 3 1 1850  Pool arrived  Economy, Roberts from  Hartlepool  

February 1 8 1850  Poole sailed Economy, Roberts for Liverpool  

February 21 1850 Torbay, Brixham put in Economy, Roberts from Poole  for          

.                                                                                                       Liverpool  

February 27 1850 Runcorn arrived Economy, Roberts from Poole  

March 4 1850 Runcorn sailed Economy, Roberts for Liverpool  

March 10  1850 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Liverpool  

March 14 1850  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

March 2 7 1850  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Wisbech  

March 28  1850  Caernarvon passed though the straits Economy, Roberts from               

.                                                                                             Bangor for London     

April 1 1850 Kingstown  put in Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc for Lynn                    

April 10 1850 Kingstown sailed Economy, Roberts  

May 19 1850 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from  Plymouth  

May 23  1850 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

June 2 5 1850  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

June 27 1850 Falmouth  arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc   

June 28 1850 Falmouth sailed Economy, Roberts for Newcastle  

July 31 1850 Queenstown sailed Economy, Roberts for Portmadoc  

August 6 1850 Cricceith ashore Economy, Roberts  

September 5 1850 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

September 6 1850 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  

October 17 1850 Whitby sailed Economy, Roberts for Newcastle  

October 23 1850 Shields sailed Economy, Roberts for Portmadoc  

October 31 1850  Cowes arrived Economy, Roberts from  Newcastle & sailed for                    

.                                                                                                            Poole  
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November 9 1850  Poole sailed Economy, Roberts for  Liverpool  

November 19 1850 Runcorn arrived Economy, Roberts from  Poole  

November 2 8 18 50  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Runcorn  

December 13  1850 Portmadoc windbound Economy, Roberts for  Newcastle  

December 2 0 1850 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts for Newcastle  

December 2 1 1850 Portmadoc put back Economy, Roberts  

December 26 1850 Port madoc  put back Economy, Roberts  

December 27  1850 Portmadoc windbound Economy, Roberts for Newcastle  

December 2 9 1850 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for Newcastle  

 

 

1851  

January 2 1851 Portmadoc windbound Economy, Roberts  

January 6 1851  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Newcastle  

January 17 1851 Milford put in Economy, Roberts f or Newcastle  

February 14 1851 Shields sailed Economy, Roberts  for St Malo  

February 23  1851  Poole arrived Economy, Roberts  from Newcastle  

March 6 1851 Poole sailed Economy, Roberts for Liverpool  

March 18 185 1 Runcorn arrived Economy, Roberts from Poole  

March 27 1851  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Runcorn  

April 3 1851  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

April 8 1851  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Newcastle -  slates  

May 18  1851  Queenstown arrived Economy, Roberts  from Newcastle  

May 25  1851 Queenstown  sailed Economy, Roberts  for Portmadoc  

May 2 6 1851 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Cork  

June 2 1 1851  Portmadoc  detained due to lack water  Economy, Roberts  
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June 23 1851 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Mistley  

July 6 1851 Mistley  arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc   

July 25 1851  Mistley  sailed Economy, Roberts for Liverpool  

August 16  1851  Liverpo ol cleared out Economy, Roberts f or Dublin  

August 21 1851 Dublin arrived Economy, Roberts from Liverpool  

August 30 1851  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Dublin  

September 2 1851 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

w/e September 1 9 1851  Pentewan sailed Economy, Roberts for  Runcorn  

September 15 1851  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for London  

September 22  1851  Off Dover Economy, Roberts for  Newcastle from Portmadoc  

October 10 1851 London customs house cleared out Economy, Roberts for  Bristol  

October 25  1851 Pill arrived Economy, Roberts from London  

October 2 7 1851 Bristol  arrived Economy, Roberts from London  -  wheat  

November 6 1851 Cardiff arrived Economy, Roberts  from Bristol ï ballast  

November 13  1851 Cardiff  sailed Economy, Roberts for Liverpool  

November 15  1851 Milford  put in Economy, Roberts from Cardiff for Liverpool  

November 2 3 1851  Milford  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Cardiff for Liverpool  

November 2 4 1851  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  ï lost main mast  

December 1 0 1851 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Liverpool  

December 16 1851  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

December 1 7 1851  Liverpool arrived Economy, Roberts from Cardiff  

December 27 1851 Liverpool  cleared out Economy, Roberts for  Portmadoc  

 

1852  

January 1 1852 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

January 7 1852 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Liverpool  
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March 8 1852 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Lynn  

April 6 1852 Lynn arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmado c 

April 16 1852 Lynn  sailed Economy, Roberts for Newcastle  

May 13 1852 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from Dublin  

June 7 1852 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Blyth  

July 14 1852 Dublin arrived Economy, Roberts from Newcastle  

July 1 9 1852 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from Dublin  

August 1 4 1852  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for London  

w/e August 21 1852  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

August 21 1852 Cowes arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc for Hamburg                

.                                                      -  slates, damaged after collision  with Ceres  

September 1 1852 Cowes sailed Economy, Roberts for  Hamburg  

September 1 1 1852  Cuxhaven arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

September 1 3 1852  Altona arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc  

September 2 0 1852  Hamburg arrived Economy, Roberts from  Altona  

September 29  1852  Cuxhaven sailed Economy, Roberts  for England  

October 1 1852 Cuxhaven put back Economy, Roberts for England  

October 1 1 1852  Cuxhaven sailed Economy, Roberts for  Liverpool  

October 23 1852 Liverpool arrived Economy, Roberts from  Havre  

November 15 1852 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Liverpool  

December 10 1852 Portmadoc remains windbound Economy, Roberts  for Lynn  

 

1853  

January 1 1853 Portmadoc  remains windbound Economy, Roberts  

January 4 1853 Portmadoc remains windbound Economy  for Lynn  

January 17 1853 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Lynn  

January 2 8 1853 Lynn  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc  
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February 14 1853  Lynn sailed Economy, Roberts for Liverpool  

March 31 1853 Cardiff arrived Economy, Roberts from  Plymouth  

April 17  1853 Milford  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Liverpool  from Cardiff  

April 22 1853 Liverpool arrived Economy, Roberts from  Cardiff  

May 1 1853 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from  Liverpool  

May 26 1853 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Wisbech  

June 1 1853 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

June 8 1853 Wishbech, Sutton Bridge arrived Economy, Roberts  from Portmadoc  

June 1 9 1853  Wishbec h, Sutton Bridge  sailed Economy, Roberts  for Newcastle  

August 1 6 1853 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Cork  

September 2 1853 Portmadoc remain  Economy, Roberts  for Hamburg  

September 5 1853 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Hamburg  

September 18 1853  Cuxhaven  arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

September 21 1853  Altona arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

October 5 1853 Hamburg sailed Economy, Roberts for Southampton  

October 6 1853 Cuxhaven  sailed Economy, Roberts for Southampt on  

October 11 1853 Southampton arrived Economy, Roberts  from Hamburg  

October 28  1853 Newport, Mon. arrived Economy, Roberts from Southampton  

November 3 1853  Newport, Mon.  cleared Economy, Roberts for  Cork  

November 26 1853 Dunnose Schooner Economy  of Portmadoc passed east  

December 1 185 3 London customs house entered in Economy, Roberts from Cork   

 

1854                            

January 1 3 1854 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Southampton  

January 19 1854  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

February 16 1854 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  
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February 23  1854 Ipswich arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

w/e March 5 1854 Ipswich sailed Economy, Roberts for  Harwich  

May 2 1854 Portmadoc remains windbound Economy, Roberts  for London  

May 9 1854  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for London  

July 1 3 1854  Queenstown arrived Economy, Roberts from Newcastle  

July 2 1 1854 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Cork  

July 2 7 1854 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

November 1 0 1854 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Hull  

December 7 1854 Hull arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc  

December 16  1854 Hull  sailed Economy, Roberts for Southampton  

 

1855  

January 11 1855 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Southampton  

February 10 1855 Mullion In the Roads Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc                  

.                                                                                                     for London  

April 12 1855 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

June 2 1855 Penzance in the roads  Economy  of Portmadoc & sailed for Wales  

July 2 1855  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Dublin  

July 13 1855 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for Lynn  

August 2 1855 Lynn  arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

August 9 1855 Lynn sailed Economy, Roberts for Newcastle  

September 27 1855  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

October 25 1855 Mistley arrived Economy, Roberts from  London -  light  

November 7 1855 Mistley arrived Economy, Roberts from  Cardiff                                              

.                                                                                         ï Railway material  

December 6 1855 Port madoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

1856  
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February 8 1856 Shields sailed Economy, Roberts  for London  

March 6 1856   Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

March 28 1856 Hamburg arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc  

April 17 1856 Exmouth arrived Economy, Roberts  from Hamburg  

April 25  1856 Exmouth  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Cardiff  

May 8 1856 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

May 22 1856 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

May 31 1856 Southampton Chapel Dock Economy of Carnarvon discharging                        

.                                                                                                          -slates  

June 12 1856 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

June 2 6 1856 Portmadoc  sailed Economy, Roberts  

July 7 1856 Cuxhaven arrived Economy, R oberts from Portmadoc  

July 28 1856 Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from Hamburg  

w/e October 18 1856 Ipswich arrived Economy, Roberts  from London ï oil cake  

w/e October 18 1856 Ipswich  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Penzance  

w/e October 24  1856 Penzance  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Ipswich  

w/e October 31 1856  Penzance sailed Economy, Roberts for  Wales  

November 6 1856 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

 

1857  

January 8 1857  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

January 15  1857  Port Penrhyn, Bangor arrived Economy, Roberts  

February 13 1857 Caledonian Canal Economy, Roberts  

February 22  1857  Leith arrived Economy, Roberts from Bangor  

May 13 1857 Caernarvon passed through the straits Economy, Roberts from                   

.                                                                                          Milford for Bangor  

May 21 1857 Port Penrhyn, Bangor arrived Economy, Robert s 
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June 18 1857 Leith arrived Economy, Roberts from  Bangor -  slates  

July 23 1857 Waterford arrived Economy, Roberts  from Kirkcaldy ï wheat  

August 4 1857 Waterford  sailed Economy, Roberts  -  ballast  

August 13 1857 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

October 8 1857  Cuxhaven arrived Economy  (Eng. Schr) from England  

w/e November 21 1857 Bristol arrived Economy, Roberts from  Hamburg  

December 16 1857 Dunkirk arrived Economy, Roberts from  Newport  

 

1858  

January 11 1858 Liverpool arrived Economy, Roberts from  Dunkirk  

January 22 1858  Liverpool Stanley Dock Economy 81, Roberts -Cram, Powell & Co  

February 11 1858 Liverpool Stanley Dock Economy  81 , Roberts -Cram, Powell & Co  

February 4 1858  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

April 30 1858 Portmadoc sailed Economy, R oberts  

May 6 1858 Cuxhaven arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

May 6 1858 Hamburg  arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

June 14 1858 Belfast arrived Economy, Roberts  from Hamburg ï wheat  

June 21 1858 Belfast  loading  Economy, Roberts  for Rotterdam  

June 2 6 1858 Belfast sailed  Economy, Roberts for Rotterdam  

July 6 1858 Helvoet arrived Economy, Roberts  from Belfast  

July 21  1858  Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from Rotterdam  

August 16 1858 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from Dublin  

December 1 3 1858 Liverpool in the river Economy, Roberts from Rotterdam  

December 14 1858 Liverpool arrived Economy, Roberts from  Rotterdam                          

.                                                                                                  -  man agese  
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1859  

February 10 1859 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

March 9 1859 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Southampton  

May 12 1859 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

June 2 1859 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

July 14 1859 Lynn arrived Economy, Roberts from Rotterdam  ï oil cake  

September 22  1859  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

September 30 1859 Aberdeen  arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

October 15 1859 Aberdeen sailed Economy, Roberts for  Newcastle  

Nove mber 27  1859  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Cork  

 

1860  

March 8 1860  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for London  

April 19 1860 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

May 26 1860 Milford arrived Economy, Roberts  from Portmadoc  for Colchester              

.                                                                                      damaged by weather  

August 28 1860 Helvoet arrived Economy, Roberts from  Newcastle  

September 4 1860 London customs house entered in Economy  81 , Roberts from            

.                                                                                                     Rotterdam  

October 18 1860 Dartmouth put in Economy, Roberts from  Shield s for Cork  

October 23  1860 Dartmouth  sailed Economy, Rob erts for  Cork  

October 29 1860 Cork arrived Economy  

November 9 1860 Cork sailed Economy, Roberts  for Portmadoc  

November 13 1860 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Cork  

 

 

1861  
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February 23 1861  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from Cork  

April 8 1861 Milford put in Economy, Roberts for  London from Portmadoc  

June 15 1861 Wivenhoe arrived Economy  from Wales  

September 11 1861 Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from  Hamburg  

October 16 1861 Waterford sailed Economy, Roberts for  Portmadoc -  ballas t  

November 14 1861  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for Lynn  

December 4 1861 Lynn  sailed Economy, Roberts for  Ayr  

 

1862  

January 11 1862  Holyhead arrived Economy, Roberts from  Ayr for Portmadoc  

January 1 4 1862 Holyhead  sailed Economy, Roberts for Portmadoc  

January 16 1862 Abersoch windbound & remain Economy, Roberts fr om  Ayr  for        

.                                                                                                     Portmadoc  

April 26 1862 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for  Hamburg  

May 9 1862 Cuxhaven arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

May 11 1862 Hamburg arrived Economy, Roberts from  Portmadoc  

June 9 1862 Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from Hamburg  ï ballast  

August 15  1862  St Tuwallôs Roads sailed Economy, Roberts for Hamburg  

August 26 1862 Altona  arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

September 13 1862 Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from Hamburg  

October 9 1862 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  

 

1863  

June 4 1863  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

June 8 1863  Milford put in Economy, Roberts for  Hamburg from Portmadoc  

June 19  1863  Cuxhaven arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

June 20  1863   Hamburg arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  
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July 2 1863  Hamburg  sailed Economy, Roberts  for England  

July 11 1863  Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from Hamburg  ï ballast  

July 28 1863 Spoken to off Cape Cornwall Economy, Roberts from Newcastle  

July 31 1863  Cork arrived Economy, Roberts from  Newcastle -  coal  

October 29 1863 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  

November 23 1863 Middlesbrough sailed Economy, Roberts  for Falmouth  -  chairs  

December 4 1863 Portmadoc rescued by Lifeboat  Economy, Roberts                                      

.                                                                                     Anchored off Criccieth  

December 31  1863  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts  from Mochras  

 

1864  

April 21 1864  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts  for Hamburg  

May 2 1864 Portsmouth passed Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc f or Hamburg  

May 7 1864  Cuxhaven arrived Economy, Roberts from Portmadoc  

June 6 1864 Shields arrived Economy, Roberts from Hamburg ï ballast  

June 24 1864 Yarmouth I.W. Economy, Roberts  from Newcastle for Youghal             

.                             collided with William of N evin while anchoring both damaged  

July 9 1864 Youghal arrived Economy, Roberts from  Newcastle  

August 4 1864 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from  Cork  

 

1865  

 

June 1 1865 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for  Newcastle  

July 27 1865 Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from  Aberdovey  

August 1865 Newcastle cleared out Economy, Roberts for Youghal  

August 31 1865 Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for  Youghal  

September 14 1865  Portmadoc arrived Economy, Roberts from  Dublin  
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October 3 1865 Portmadoc sa iled Economy, Roberts for Hamburg  

 

1866  

January 22 1866 Portmadoc  arrived Economy, Roberts from  Carmarthen  

February 13 1866 Portmadoc entered loading Economy, Roberts  for London  

March 1 1866  Portmadoc sailed Economy, Roberts for  London  

March  5 1866  Sank after collision Economy, Roberts  from Portmadoc for                

.                                                                       London 15 miles S.E. of Torbay  
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Appendix  C         Port and Other Locations  

Altona  is the westernmost urban borough of the German city state of Hamburg, 

on the right bank of the Elbe river. From 1640 to 1864 Altona was under the 

administration of the Danish monarchy . 

Berry Head  is a coastal headland that forms the southern boundar y of Tor Bay 

in Devon, England. Lying to the east of the town of Brixham,  

Blyth  is a town in southeast Northumberland, England. It lies on the coast, to 

the south of the River Blyth and is approximately 13 miles northeast of Newcastle 

upon Tyne.  

Bremen  is a city straddling the Weser River in northwest Germany  

Bridgwater (B wat) is a large historic market town and civil parish in Somerset, 

England  on the river Parrot  near the Bristol Channel  

Cape Cornwall  is a small headland in West Cornwall, UK. It is four miles north 

of Land's End near the town of St Just.  

One of the special features outside the harbour at Porthmadog is a manmade 

island called Cei Ballast.  This was formed by pebbles and rubble deposited by 

sailing ships when they arrived at Porthmadog to pick up slate in the 19th 

Century. This slate was delivered to destinations all over the world. A sailing ship 

was prone to capsizing in high winds if it did not have cargo to lower its centre of 

gravity.  Consequently ships would fill their holds with rocks from wherever they 

had unloaded their slate so that they would be stable for the return journey.  

Comber  is a town in County Down, Northern Ireland. It lies 5 miles south of 

Newtownards, at the northern end of Strangford Lough.  

Cuxhaven  is a town, in Lower Saxony, Germany. The town includes the 

northernmost point of Lower Saxony. It is situated on the shore of the North Sea 

at the mouth of the Elbe River  leading to Hamburg.  

Dunnose  is a cape on the Isle of Wight in the English Channel. The headland is 

visible from well out to sea, and is used in navigation. It has twice been used as 

the base point for a triangulation of Great Britain.  

Goole  is a port, in the East Riding of Yorkshire , it  lies on the River Ouse, 19 

miles south of York and 29 miles west of Hull.  

Nieuw -Helvoet  is a former village in the Dutch province of South Holland. It is 

now a neighbourhood in the north of the town of Hellevoetsluis . On the 

Rotterdam waterway s. 
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Great  Yarmouth, often called  Yarmouth , is a seaside resort town in Norfolk, 

England, straddling the River Yare, some 20 miles east of Norwich . 

King's Lynn, known colloquially as Lynn , is a seaport and market town in Norfolk, 

England, 98 miles north of London,  

Kingstown  The town was built following the 1816 legislation that allowed the 

building of a major port to serve Dublin. It was known as Dunleary until it was 

renamed Kingstown in honour of King George IV's 1821 visit, and in 1920 was 

given its prese nt name, Dún Laoghaire  the original Irish form of Dunleary.  

Lymington  is a port town on the west bank of the Lymington River on the 

Solent, Hampshire  opposite Yarmouth, Isle of Wight . Jack in the basket is a pile 

marker at the entrance to the river where w ives left food for their fishermen 

husbandôs. 

Mochras,  is a peninsula lying west of Llanbedr in Gwynedd, Wales. It was 

formed after the River Artro was diverted by the Earl of Winchelsey in 1819 from 

its previous course where it entered the sea to the south of Mochras.  

Mullion  Cove or Porth Mellin is a small community on the west coast of the 

Lizard Peninsula in Cornwall, England. It is on the eastern side of the Mount's Bay  

New Romney  is a small town in Kent, England, on the edge of Romney Marsh, 

an area of flat, rich agricultural land reclaimed from the sea after the harbour 

began to silt up  

Pill  is a village in North Somerset, England, situated on the southern bank of the 

Avon, about 4 miles northwest of Bristol city centre.  The town was traditionally 

the residence of pilots, who would guide boats up the Avo n Gorge, between the 

Bristol Channel and the Port of Bristol.  Vessels waited here to enter Bristol docks.  

Porthdinllaen  is a small coastal village in the Dwyfor locality on the Llǀn 

Peninsula within Gwynedd, Wales, located on a small promontory, and histor ically 

in Caernarfonshire. It is near the larger village of Morfa Nefyn .  The natural 

harbour in the lee of the promontory was useful for landing and loading cargo. 

Passing ships sometimes took shelter from the prevailing westerly wind here. 

Boats and small ships were built on the shore. Sails were also made there.  

Shoreham -by -Sea is a coastal town and port in West Sussex, England. The town 

is bordered to its north by the South Downs, to its west by the Adur Valley and to 

its south by the River Adur and  Shoreham Beach on the English Channel  

The South Bishop  Lighthouse is a lighthouse on South Bishop Island, a small 

rock approximately 5 miles west of St Davids Head in Pembrokeshire, Wales.  
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Stanley Dock  is a dock on the River Mersey, England, and part of t he Port of 

Liverpool. It is situated in the Vauxhall area of Liverpool and is part of the 

northern dock system. The dock is connected to the Leeds and Liverpool Canal to 

the east and Collingwood Dock to the west.  Now apartments offering ñNew York 

Style liv ingò. 

Sutton Bridge  is a village in the South Holland district of Lincolnshire, England. 

It is situated, 7 miles north from Wisbech and 9 miles west from King's Lynn  

Torbay , including Torquay, Babbacombe, Cockington, Paignton and Brixham  

Wisbech  is a market town, and  inland port in the Fenland district in 

Cambridgeshire  

Wivenhoe  is a town in north eastern Essex, England, approximately 3 miles 

south east of Colchester.  

 

 

           

Fig. 2                   Cei Balast artificial island, Porthmadog  
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Appendix D     Mercantile Navy List  

1860 23135 Economy , Carnarvon  

1861,1862,1863,1864 no change  

 

 

 

1865 was the first year details of the owners, tonnage and signal letters were 

shown  

1866 No change  

1867 No entry  
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Appendix  E               Appropriation Book Entry  
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Fig. 3                          Portmadoc Harbour  

The Victorian photo shows shipbuilding on the right, quarry wharves in the 

centre, public wharves in the foreground, slate -carrying railway wagons, rows of 

roof ing slates awaiting shipment and a plethora of moored ships.  
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Appendix F                            Crew Lists  

 

Ship           Year             Archive                         Archives reference/link

  

ECONOMY 1861   National Maritime Museum   RSS/CL/1861/498  

ECONOMY 1862   National Maritime Museum   RSS/CL/1862/1075  

ECONOMY   1863   The National Archives            BT 99/164  

ECONOMY 1864           Caernarfon  Gwynedd Archives Service    

ECONOMY 1865   National Maritime Museum   RSS/CL/1865/1430  

ECONOMY 1866           Caernarfon  Gwynedd Archives Service   

 

Maritime History Archiv e does not hold any crew lists for Economy  

 

The National Archives hold crew lists in the following ranges which includes 

Economy but there is no record of which lists they actually hold.  

 

Year       ON Range          TNA reference  

1857     23096 -23170             BT98/5004  

1858     23121 -23152             BT98/5359  

1859     23113 -23145             BT98/6038  

1859     22832 -23906             BT98/6062  

1860     23101 -23135                         BT98/6720  

 

None of the crew lists are available on line  

 

 

Appendix G ï             LR Surveyors Report 1841   
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Appendix H              Masters Certificate Evan  Roberts   
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Appendix I               Masters Certificate John Roberts  
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Appendix  J                         Masters Certificate Evan Roberts Junior  
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Appendix   K                Will of Evan Roberts  
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Appendix L                Census Records for  Evan Roberts  
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