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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the Eulomene (MADU Ref #247).  

 

The Eulomene was built in 1877 in Liverpool for H. Fernie and Sons. The Eulomene sailed two 

main routes UK-Australia-San Francisco-UK and UK-Calcutta-UK the latter carrying jute and 

linseed. On Jan 29 1881, while sailing to Liverpool from Calcutta the Eulomene ran aground in 

bad weather on St Patrick’s Causeway (Sarn Badrig). Although some of the cargo was salvaged 

the Eulomene could not be saved.  

 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The Eulomene was picked as: 

• she covered a period of sea history when large sailing vessels still sailed major trading 

routes worldwide 

 

• I live overseas and the research would be conducted online, sufficient documentation 

should be available to build a good history of the Eulomene 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

  

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• What was the story leading up to the sinking? 

 

• What caused the sinking? 

 

• What happened after the sinking? Has anyone previously investigated or researched the 

vessel back story? 

 

• Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on the site? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available was from the MADU Master Wrecksite 

Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

MADU               
Ref. No. 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type Matls Ref 

247 29/01/1884 Eulomene Cardiganshire 
Cardigan Bay, St 

Patrick's Causeway 
wrecked 

Fully Rigged 
Ship 

iron rl, rc, 

ch 

 

On Jan 29 1884 while sailing from Calcutta to Liverpool with a cargo of jute and linseed the 

Eulomene ran aground on St Patrick’s Causeway (Sarn Badrig) approximately 12 miles SE of 

Pwllheli and 7 miles WNW of Barmouth (Fig 1). Although some of the cargo was saved the 

Eulomene eventually broke up.  

 

Fig 1: Location of Eulomene Wreck January 29 1884 
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used:  

Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Eulomeny 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry & Mercantile Navy Listing 

 Eulomene. Shipped registered from 1878  

Using Google and Keyword Eulomene, identified websites/pages for 

references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the wreck of the   

Eulomene (Sailing Ship) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Eulomene Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Eulomene 

 Type 3 mast Fully Rigged Sailing Ship; Lloyds’100A1  

  General Cargo & Passenger 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 07/11/1877 

  Delivered:  Dec 1877 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder Potter 

  Queen Dock, Liverpool; Yard#74 

Construction Materials  Iron-hulled 

 Decks 2 deck; Passenger deck 36ft; Forecastle 28ft 

 Bulkheads 1 

Propulsion Type Sail  

 Details  

Dimensions Length 251ft          0ins      m 

 Beam 39ft          3ins m 

 Draught 24ft          0ins m 

 Gross 1678 tons 

 Net 1624 tons 

 Under Deck 1552 tons 

Owner First H. Fernie & Sons 

 1877 Liverpool 

 Last Liverpool Shipping Co. Ltd - H. Fernie & Sons 

   Liverpool 

Registry Port Liverpool 

 Flag British 

 Number 78734 

 Code W.V.M.J. 

History Routes Worldwide 

 Cargo General 

Final Voyage From Calcutta 29/09/1884 

 To Liverpool 

 Captain Menmuir 

 First Officer Quinn 

 Crew 28, 1 stowaway  

 Passengers 0 

 Cargo Wheat, Linseed, Jute 

Wrecking Date 29/01/1884 

 Location 52.42.309’N  04.19.899’W; St Patrick’s Causeway (Sarn 

Badrig), ~12 miles south of Pwllheli; 11 miles W of Barmouth 

 Cause Weather 

 Loss of life 0 

 Outcome Ship wrecked, cargo partially salvaged. Ship sold for £750 
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7.0 Analysis 

• A latter built ship was also named Eulomene (1891 - 1905). 

 

• Official #: 78734. Code: W.V.M.J. 

 

• Launched from W.H Potter & Son shipbuilding and engineering works at Queen’s Dock, 

Liverpool on Nov 7 1877. The Eulomene was built for Henry Fernie & Sons of Liverpool. 

The Eulomene is classed 100A at Lloyd’s and 20 years in the red in the Liverpool 

underwriters books, but her scantlings are considerably in excess of her requirements (see 

Appendix A, B, C). 

 

• Henry Fernie & Sons owned a number of ships known as ‘omene’ in their name. 

 

From newspaper articles The Eulomene was recorded:  

 

•  Dec 25 1877 Towed out of Liverpool by the tug United States bound for Melbourne (see 

Appendix D). Released by tug at 10pm on Dec 26 off Tuskar, wind NW, 

fresh breeze.  

 

•  Apr 01 1878: arrived Melbourne. 

•  July 29 1878: arrived San Francisco from Melbourne. 

•  Sep 09 1878: sailed from San Francisco to Liverpool. 

•  Nov 29 1878: sighted 31 deg 8S 28deg 54W. 

 

•  Jan 29 1879: arrived Liverpool from San Francisco. 

•  Feb 06 1879: advertising loading for voyage to Calcutta. 

•  Feb 07 1879: centre of labour riots at Waterloo Docks, Liverpool (see Appendix E). 

•  Mar 13 1879: departed Liverpool for Calcutta with cargo of salt. 

•  Mar 14 1879: sighted off Tuskar. 

•  Mar 18 1879: sighted 50N 9W. 

•  Apr 08 1879: sighted 9S 38W, 23 days out from Liverpool. 

•  Jun 16 1879: arrived Calcutta from Liverpool. 

•  July 29 1879:   Charter and Engagements to New York: 10k bags of linseed, 200 tons light 

freight, balance linseed and (or) measurement at goods $3.75, options of 

100 tons cutch at chartered rates and 100 tons saltpetre at $2; 5k bags of 

Linseed at $4. 

•  Aug 28 1879: departed Calcutta for New York with cargo of Redwood 8 tons; Shellac & 

Buttonlac 132cwt; Jute Cuttings Butts 638 bales; Jute including rejections 

2800 bales; Linseed 122 tons; Gunnies 130800 pieces, Cow Hides 13900; 

Buffalo Hides 11900; Goat Skins 23500; sugar 7 tons. 

•  Nov 11 1879: passed Ascension Island. 

•  Dec 18 1879: arrived New York from Calcutta. 

 

•  Jan 10 1880: advertising for next voyage Liverpool to Melbourne. 

•  Jan 30 1880: departed New York for Liverpool. 

•  Feb 22 1880: arrived Liverpool from New York. 

•  Apr 26 1880: departed Liverpool for Melbourne. 

•  May 16 1880: sighted 3N 25W (20 days out). 

•  July 07 1880: arrived Melbourne from Liverpool. 

•  Aug 29 1880: arrived Newcastle N.S.W from Melbourne. 

•  Sept 1880: departed Newcastle N.S.W for San Francisco. 

•  Nov 28 1880: arrived San Francisco from Newcastle N.S.W. 

 

•  Jan 05 1881: while at wharf had one of her plates dented by collision with the steamer 

City of Stockton. 

•  Jan 19 1881: departed San Francisco for Liverpool. 
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•  May 15 1881: sighted 41N 35W. 

•  Jun 1881: arrived Liverpool from San Francisco. 

•  Jun 26 1881: departed Liverpool for Calcutta with cargo of salt. 

•  July 19 1881: sighted 15N 26W, all well. 

•  Aug 01 1881: sighted 6S 26W, steering south. 

•  Oct 07 1881: arrived Calcutta from Liverpool. 

•  Oct 1881: chartering for jute at £3 10s. 

•  Nov 12 1881: an apprentice Arthur Marshall is supposed to have fallen overboard while 

the Eulomene was lying off #2 Esplanade Moorings. The body was found 

floating off Prinsep’s Ghaut. The case was under inquiry both ashore and 

onboard. 

•  Dec 10 1881: departed Calcutta for Dundee. 

 

•  Jan 31 1882: passed Cape Point. 

•  Feb 14 1882: passed St Helena. 

•  Apr 01 1882: passed eastward of Dungeness. 

•  Apr 05 1882: arrived Dundee from Calcutta; 116 days at sea with 11800 bales of jute. 

•  Apr 29 1882: departed Dundee for Liverpool in ballast. 

•  May 11 1882: arrived Liverpool from Dundee. 

•  May 31 1882: departed Liverpool for Calcutta under tow of the tug Wrestler. The 

Eulomene was cast off at 10am on Jun 1 off Tuskar. Cargo salt. 

•  Sep 11 1882: arrived Calcutta from Liverpool (see Appendix F). 

•  Nov 1882: advertising freight rates via The Cape of 400 tons wheat at £1-5s, 2000 

tons of jute and linseed at £1-17s-6d. 

•  Dec 01 1882: Eulomene took the berth engaging a full cargo of linseed and juts at 37s 6d 

and wheat at 25s. 

•  Dec 03 1882: departed Calcutta for Liverpool. 

 

•  Feb 06 1883: passed St Helena. 

•  Feb 28 1883: sighted 14N 33W. 

•  Apr 05 1883: arrived Liverpool from Calcutta. Upon arrival a murder suspect A.B Manuel 

Zaldine (Portuguese) was handed to police. Zaldine who signed on in 

Calcutta was accused of stabbing shipmate Henry Hereford after an 

argument whilst in mid ocean on Dec 11th 1882. Hereford died on from his 

injuries. After trial Zaldine was sentenced to 5 years penal servitude. 

•  Jan 07 1883: departed Liverpool for Calcutta with a cargo of salt. 

•  May 07 1883: sighted 7N 24W, 21 days out. 

•  May 28 1883: arrived Calcutta from Liverpool.   

•  Aug 01 1883: advertising wheat and linseed at £1-16s-3d. 

•  Sep 29 1883: departed Calcutta for Liverpool with 1580 tons wheat, 954 tons linseed, 

500 bales jute with rejections. 

•  Oct 19 1883: sighted 5N 83E. 

•  Dec 31 1883:  A.B William Brady died onboard of heart disease. 

 

•  Jan 29 1884: ran aground on St Patrick’s Causeway (Sarn Badrig), Cardigan Bay about 

12 miles SE of Pwllheli at 10am in bad weather. Attempts to summon help 

by firing rockets failed and after a few hours the two forward lifeboats were 

launched and the crew left the ship, over which the sea was making a clean 

breach.  

Shouts from the bay and heard ashore suggested a ship was in trouble 

somewhere and after two boats were observed an ordinary open boat was 

rowed out from Gimblet Rock, Pwllheli by four men. The boat came across 

the 2 lifeboats with the crew which had been rowing round for 12 hours and 

brought them ashore. Although the crew had fired rockets before leaving 

the Eulomene which were heard by the Criccieth lifeboat no lifeboat was 

launched (see Appendix G, H). 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

12 
 

•  Jan 30 1884: a telegram from the owners stated the ship was aground on the Causeway; 

ship full of water, crew of 28 plus 1 stowaway landed at Pwllhwli. Weather 

permitting cargo could be salvaged. Further telegrams asked if pumps 

could put onboard and that agents were ready to go to the scene. Liverpool 

Salvage Association was also contacted. 

Two fishing boats from Pwllheli and a tug from Porthmadoc sailed out to the 

Eulomene. 

•  Jan 31 1884: the tug went with steam appliances for the Eulomene has put into Pwllheli 

due to bad weather preventing boarding of the Eulomene. 

•  Feb 02 1884: Liverpool Salvage Association reported that their ship could not get within 2 

miles of the Eulomene due to the weather. Captain Archer reported that the 

Eulomene had a slight list to starboard, the masters were intact and the 

ships stern is on to the sea. 

•  Feb 04 1884: Liverpool Salvage Association reported that the main deck much out of 

shape, fore and mainmast settled about one foot, rigging slack midship, 

house and topgallant forecastle washed away and cabin gutted. The level of 

water in the Eulomene falls and rises with the tides. 

•  Feb 07 1884: Liverpool Salvage Association reported that the Eulomene had shifted her 

position slightly during the recent gales. Some sails and gears had been 

saved and some of the cargo might be saved when the weather moderates. 

However chances of saving the ship were poor. 

•  Feb 12 1884: Eulomene and cargo advertised for sale on Feb 19. Adverts for cargo and 

salvaged items continued into May (see Appendix I, J). 

•  Feb 23 1884: tribunal found the master at error for not knowing his position and not 

using his lead. However the court although blaming him refrained from 

touching his certificate.  

•  May 23 1888: the yacht Lilly stranded on St Patrick’s Causeway (Sarn Badrig) upon the 

wreck of the Eulomene and sank (see Appendix K, L). 

In the timeline listed above a ship could be sighted by two means. The first means would be by a 

lighthouse or sighting point on land e.g. The Lizard, Deal where ships would be constantly 

passing. The second means would be called “spoken to”. This is where two ships identify each 

other while passing and normally would take place way out to sea. Depending on where the ship 

was “spoken to” that information may not be conveyed ashore for up to 6-8 weeks. It should be 

remembered that for long periods of time, no one knew where these ships were after they left a 

port. Looking through the newspaper archives many ship just disappeared after leaving a port.   
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 4 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the Eulomene from when she was built to her wrecking on St Patrick’s Causeway (Sarn 

Badrig) on Jan 29 1884.  

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. As Eulomene is not a 

common word newspaper reports were easily viewed due to their number. 

The Eulomene played an important role in the British shipping industry carrying cargo and 

passengers to Australia, North America and India.  

Even after ships have wrecked they still pose a threat to other shipping as illustrated by the 

wrecking of the yacht Lily which in May 1888 ran aground on the Eulomene wreck and sank 

(Appendix M). 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Launch Announcement Nov 7 1877 
 

 
 

 
Appendix B: Lloyds’ Registry 1878, Eulomene 

 

 
 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

16 
 

Appendix C: Eulomene Survey Conducted, December 1877 in Liverpool 
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Appendix D: Newspaper Advertisement for Packages on Eulomene to 
Australia Dec 1877 

 

 
 

 
 

Appendix E: Newspaper Report in Shipping and Mercantile Gazette on 
Labour Riots in Liverpool Feb 8 1879 
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Appendix F: Eulomene in Calcutta 1882 
 

 
 

From left: Sierra Miranda, Glengarry, Eulomene and others 
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Appendix G: Newspaper Report Feb 2 1884 on sinking of Eulomene in 
Caernarvon and Denbeigh Herald 
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Appendix H: Captain Menmuir Testimony on wrecking of Eulomene 
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Appendix I: Newspaper Advertisement for sale of Eulomene and cargo 
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Appendix J: Wooden Chest Salvaged from Eulomene  
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Appendix K: Yacht Lily Accident as reported Manchester Courier and 
Lancashire Advertiser May 24 1888 
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Appendix L: Report on Sinking of the Lily, as reported in Field Jun 2 1888 
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Appendix M: Diving Information for the Eulomene 
 

 
 

 
For more information see:  

The Essential Underwater Guide to North Wales. Volume One, Part One ...Chris Holden 

 


