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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the Eulomene (MADU Ref #300).  

 

It became evident early in the research that the Eulomeny (MADU Ref #300) might be the same 

wrecked ship as the Eulomene (MADU Ref #247). Having established that the Eulomene (MADU 

Ref #247) was the correct entry in the database the Eulomeny was researched.  

 

No ship named the Eulomeny could be traced but a ship named the Eulomene matching 

information on the Eulomeny was found in various online sources. This report covers the history 

of the Eulomeny (MADU Ref #300) which is actually spelt Eulomene, although it was never 

wrecked in Cardigan Bay as reported.  

 

Table 1: Basic Information on MADU Ships #300 and #247 

MADU # 300 247  

Name *Eulomeny Eulomene *Eulomeny is named Eulomene 

Ship Type 4 Masted Barque Fully Rigged Sailing   

Year Built 1891 1881  

Built Sunderland Liverpool  

Owners *H Fernie & Sons *H Fernie & Sons *Became Liverpool Shipping Co. 

Wrecked / Lost 
Lost on tow from Germany to 

Newcastle Jan 30 1905 
Jan 29 1884,  
Cardigan Bay 

 

 

The research conducted here on the Eulomene (MADU Ref #300) is to provide a report proving 

that Eulomene (MADU Ref #300) and Eulomene (MADU Ref #247) were two separate ships, only 

one of which the Eulomene (MADU Ref #247) sank in Cardigan Bay. The Eulomene (MADU Ref 

#300) was lost in the North Sea in Jan 1905. 

 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The Eulomene, a 4 masted barque was picked as: 

• it covered a period of sea history when large sailing vessels still sailed major trading 

routes worldwide. 

 

• to show it was a different ship to a ship also named the Eulomene which wrecked in 

Cardigan Bay in Jan 1884. 

 

• I live overseas and the research would be conducted online, sufficient documentation 

should be available to build a good history of the Eulomene. 

 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

  

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• What was the story leading up to the sinking? 

 

• What caused the sinking? 

 

• What happened after the sinking? Has anyone previously investigated or researched the 

vessel back story? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available was from the MADU Master Wrecksite 

Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 2: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

MADU               
Ref. No. 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type Matls Ref 

247 29/01/1884 Eulomene Cardiganshire 
Cardigan Bay, St 

Patrick's Causeway 
wrecked 

Fully Rigged 
Ship 

iron rl, rc, 

ch 

300 29/01/1894 Eulomeny Cardiganshire 
Cardigan Bay, 'on 

the coast' 
 Fully Rigged 

Ship 

steel rl, ch 

N.B: see Table 1 for revised information 

 

On Jan 30 1905 while on tow from Bremerhaven to Newcastle the Eulomene broke free. Apart 

from some small wreckage found on the Norwegian coast near Homborgsund the ship was never 

found (see Appendix C). 

 

Fig 1: Planned tow of Eulomene from Bremerhaven to Newcastle and Location of 

          Wreckage found 
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used:  

Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Eulomeny 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry & Mercantile Navy Listing 

 Found Eulomeny was actually Eulomene built 1891 

Using Google and Keyword Eulomene, identified websites/pages for 

references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the  

Eulomene (Barque) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 3: Eulomene Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Eulomene 

 Type 4 mast Sailing vessel - Barque  

  General Cargo & Passengers 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 07/07/1891 

  Delivered:  Aug 1891 

  Cost: £24,385 

 Builder Robert Thompson & Sons, Southwick 

  Bridge Dockyard, Sunderland; Yard#170 

Construction Materials  Steel-hulled 

 Decks 2 decks   

 Bulkheads 1 

Propulsion Type Sail  

 Details 4 mast barque: Rigged with royal sails over double top and top 

gallant sails 

Dimensions Length 310ft          6ins      m 

 Beam 43ft          2ins m 

 Draught 24ft          6ins m 

Tonnage Gross 2725 tons 

 Net 2539 tons 

 Cargo N/A 

Owner First H. Fernie & Sons 

 1877 Liverpool 

 Last Liverpool Shipping Co. Ltd. Managed by H. Fernie & Sons 

   Liverpool 

Registry Port Liverpool 

 Flag British 

 Number 99307 

 Code M.G.V.L. 

History Routes Worldwide 

 Cargo General 

Final Voyage From Bremerhaven, Germany 27/01/1905 

 To Newcastle, England 

 Captain Thomas 

 First Officer Meadows 

 Crew Captain, Mate, 13 able seamen, one ordinary seaman, cook  

 Passengers 3 (Captain’s wife and 2 children) 

 Cargo Ballast 

Missing Date 30/01/1905 

 Location Towing hawser snapped during a storm somewhere in the 

Dogger Bank region of the North Sea. On Apr 1 1905 some 

wreckage with the name Eulomene on it was found off the 

coast at Homborgsund, Norway 

 Cause Weather 

 Loss of life 20 

 Outcome Total loss of vessel.  

Book value at time Eulomene left Bremerhaven £14,500 

Insured at £14,750 on hull and equipments on a valuation of 

£16,000 
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7.0 Analysis 

• One other ship has carried the name Eulomene a 3 masted sailing ship, built in 1877 and 

wrecked in Cardigan Bay in 1884 (1877 -1884). 

 

• The Eulemene (barque) was built by Robert Thompson & Sons, Southwick at Bridge 

Dockyard, Sunderland in 1891 for H. Fernie & Sons of Liverpool. 

 

• Official #: 99307. Code: M.G.V.L.  

 

• July 07 1891: Launched at Southwick Yard, Sunderland. The Eulomene was built to Lloyd’s 

class A100 A1 and was christened by the captains wife, Mrs. Cross (see Appendix A, B). 

 

From newspaper articles the Eulomene was recorded:  

 

•  Sep 28 1891: departed Shields to Port Pirie, South Australia with cargo of iron/coke. 

•  Nov 21 1891:  sighted 2N 30W, steering South. 

 

•  Jan 26 1892: arrived Port Pirie, South Australia. 

•  Feb 05 1892: advertising freight at 13s 6d from Newcastle N.S.W to San Francisco. 

•  Mar 03 1892: left Port Pirie, South Australia for Newcastle, N.S.W to pick up coal. 

•  Jun 07 1982: arrived San Francisco from Newcastle, N.S.W. 

•  Sep 02 1892: sailed from San Francisco for Queenstown Ireland and on to Hull. 

•  Dec 05 1892:  sighted 4N 30W. 

 

•  Jan 04 1893: arrived Queenstown Ireland from San Francisco with wheat for orders. 

•  Jan 15 1893: left Queenstown Ireland for Hull. 

•  Jan 29 1893: arrived Hull from San Francisco / Queenstown Ireland. 

•  Feb 24 1893: passed Spurn Head to sea in tow. 

•  Feb 26 1893: passed East of Dover. In tow and putting back. 

•  Feb 28 1893: passed west of Dover in tow. 

•  Mar 06 1893: arrived Cardiff from Hull. Advertising freight rate at 1s on for next voyage 

Cardiff to Port Pirie, South Australia. 

•  Mar 29 1893: sailed from Barry Wales to Port Pirie, South Australia. 

•  Apr 21 1893: sighted 11N 25W. 

•  July 14 1893: arrived Port Pirie South Australia from Barry, Wales. 

•  Aug 19 1893: advertising for freight at 13s 9d from N.S.W to San Francisco. 

•  Aug 31 1893: arrived Newcastle N.S.W from Port Pirie South Australia. 

•  Sep 23 1893: sailed Newcastle N.S.W for San Francisco with 3900 tons of coal. 

•  Nov 11 1893: arrived San Francisco from Newcastle N.S.W. 

 

•  Jan 14 1894: departed San Francisco for Liverpool. 

•  May 28 1894: arrived Liverpool from San Francisco. 

•  Jun 27 1894: departed Liverpool for Calcutta with cargo of salt. 

•  July 11 1894: sighted 28N 21W. 

•  Sep 28 1894: arrived Calcutta from Liverpool. 

 

•  Jan 01 1895: taken up for full cargo of jute at 30s options. 

•  Jan 15 1895: departed Calcutta for New York with cargo of Indigo 187cwt, cutch 35tons, 

jute 5858 bales, jute cuttings/butts 13047 bales. 

•  Mar 04 1895: sighted 35S 18E. 

•  Mar 20 1895: reported at/passing St Helena. 

•  Apr 24 1895: arrived New York from Calcutta. 

•  May 28 1895: after failing to obtain cargo after a month left New York for Newcastle 

N.S.W. Along with the Liverpool which headed to St John New Brunswick 

this was the first time of the shipping trade that ships had been sent on 

such long voyages seeking a cargo. 
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•  Jun 11 1895: sighted 24N 38W (M.G.V.L). 

•  Jun 23 1895: sighted 1S 32W. 

•  Dec 20 1895: arrived Newcastle N.S.W from New York. 

 

•  Jan 10 1896: advertising cargo from San Francisco at 26s 3d less 1s 3d. 

•  Mar 12 1896: sailed from San Francisco for Liverpool. 

•  Apr 14 1896: off Pitcairn Island. 

•  Jun 24 1896: sighted 5N 29W. 

•  July 26 1896: sighted 49N 14W, steering ENE. 

•  July 29 1896: advertising sailings for Liverpool to Calcutta or Chittagong ~16s. 

•  July 30 1896: arrived Liverpool from San Francisco. 

•  Aug 22 1896: departed Liverpool for Calcutta. 

•  Dec 03 1896: arrived Calcutta from Liverpool. 

 

•  Jan 09 1897: Feb loading for Calcutta to Dundee 20s. Due to demand for sailing ships 

this rate is 1s 3d more than the last fixture. 

•  Feb 18 1897: berthed to Dundee at 22s 6d. 

•  Mar 04 1897: fire onboard after a naked light was taken into the fore peak from where a 

barrel of pork was required. A bale of oakum caught fire but was brought 

on deck and extinguished. River fire engine quickly alongside but not 

required. 

•  Mar 05 1897: departed Calcutta for Dundee with estimated 19000 bales of jute. 

•  Jun 01 1897: passed St Helena between Jun 1-7.  

•  July 03 1897:   sighted 36N 37W. 

•  July 23 1897:   150 miles NNW of Pentland Firth. Reported 10 days without wind. 

•  Aug 03 1897: arrived in the Tay. 

•  Aug 14 1897: problems off loading cargo due to lack of warehouse space. 

•  Aug 25 1897: sailed from Dundee to Barry Wales, light. 

•  Aug 28 1897: passed west of Dover in tow of Sarah Jolliffe tug. 

•  Sep 01 1897: arrived off Barry Island Wales from Dundee. 

•  Sep 30 1897: departed Barry Island Wales for Port Adelaide South Australia. 

•  Dec 30 1897: arrived Adelaide South Australia from Barry Island, Wales. 

 

•  Feb 21 1898: departed Adelaide South Australia for Melbourne Victoria (Feb 22) and 

Newcastle N.S.W. 

•  Feb 23 1898: arrived Newcastle N.S.W from Adelaide/Melbourne with damage due to very 

bad weather. 

•  July 10 1898: arrived San Francisco from Newcastle N.S.W. Reported Apr 25 to May 4 

encountered succession of easterly gales. On May 2 at 6am, 3 hands 

washed overboard. Two were saved but an A.B was lost at 27S 169W. 

•  Sep 30 1898: freight rate from Portland, Oregon to U.K of 30s, less 1s 3d d.p., shifts up 

from  San Francisco.  

•  Oct 13 1898: sailed for Portland Oregon from San Francisco. 

•  Oct 21 1898: arrived Astoria, Oregon from San Francisco. 

•  Dec 06 1898: departed Astoria, Oregon for U.K or Continent. 

•  Apr 12 1898: advertising sailing vessel fixtures for next voyage Liverpool to Calcutta 12s 

6d, salt. Full consignment. 

 

•  Apr 12 1899: sighted 46N 23W. 

•  Apr 20 1899: passed east of Old Head of Kinsale. 

•  Apr 21 1899: arrived Liverpool from Astoria Oregon. 

•  May 24 1899: departed Liverpool for Calcutta. 

•  July 05 1899:   sighted 30S 34W. 

•  Aug 31 1899: arrived Calcutta from Liverpool. 

•  Nov 09 1899: freight rate fixed to 25s spot from Calcutta to Dundee. 

•  Nov 27 1899: booked 2000 tons of jute at 25s. 

•  Nov 30 1899: Dundee via Cape 600 tons jute at 23s 9d, full cargo 22s 6d. 

•  Dec 04 1899: booked 800 tons of jute at 25s (berthed fee). Sailing fee 22s 6d. 
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•  Dec 13 1899: departed Calcutta for Dundee with estimated 20578 bales of jute. 

•  Feb 16 1900: passed St Helena between Feb 16-23.  

•  Mar 26 1900: sighted 47N 20W. 

•  Apr 04 1900: passed eastward of Beachy Head. 

•  Apr 11 1900: arrived at Dundee from Calcutta. 

•  Apr 15 1900: Eulemene and Dundee suffered damage to mooring bitts and moorings 

during heavy westerly gale. Safely remoored. 

•  Apr 27 1900: departed Dundee for Philadelphia. 

•  May 13 1900: sighted 47N 33E, steering West. 

•  Jun 03 1900: arrived Philadelphia. 

•  Jun 21 1900: cleared Philadelphia and sailed for Delaware Breakwater. 

•  Jun 25 1900: Departed Delaware Breakwater for Kobe, Japan. 

•  July 10 1900: sighted 28N 35W. 

•  July 30 1900: sighted 8N 29W. 

•  Dec 07 1900: arrived Kobe Japan from Philadelphia. 

 

•  Jan 21 1901: departed Kobe Japan for Royal Roads, Victoria British Columbia. 

•  Mar 07 1901: arrived Royal Roads, Victoria British Columbia from Kobe Japan. 

•  Apr 13 1901: departed San Francisco for Queenstown Ireland. 

•  July 11 1901:   sighted 7S 29W. 

•  Oct 12 1901: departed Liverpool for Newcastle N.S.W via Sydney. 

 

•  Jan 21 1902: advertising Newcastle N.S.W to Acapulco Mexico at 14s 6d. 

•  Oct 19 1902: left San Francisco for Liverpool. 

•  Dec 08 1902: sighted 35S 132W, ship foul. 

 

•  Mar 21 1903: arrived Liverpool from San Francisco. 

•  Jun 13 1903: departed Liverpool for Sydney. 

•  July 03 1903: sighted 25N 22W, steering south. 

•  July 10 1903: sighted 10N 25W. 

•  Oct 02 1903: arrived Sydney from Liverpool. 

•  Nov 11 1903: advertise Newcastle N.S.W 12s to Tarapaca Chile, port direct, prompt. 

•  Nov 25 1903: arrived Newcastle N.S.W from Sydney.  

 

•  Jan 10 1904: departed Newcastle N.S.W for Junin, Chile. 

•  Mar 23 1904: arrived Junin Chile from Newcastle, N.S.W. 

•  Apr 27 1904: advertising Junin to UK/Continent 17s 6d less 1s 3d, May-June. 

•  July 12 1904: cleared Iquique for Nordenham Bremerhaven Germany. 

•  Oct 15 1904: sighted 27N 38W. 

•  Nov 05 1904: sighted 49N 23W, bound ENE. 

•  Nov 18 1904: arrived Nordenham Bremerhaven Germany from Iquique Chile with cargo of 

nitrate. Loaded 800 tons of ballast. 

•  Dec 31 1904: Eulomene broke from her moorings at Nordenham Pier and went ashore at 

Lune Plate. High and dry by very high tide. Cargo maybe saved. Ship 

valued at £14,000. 

 

•  Jan 11 1905: refloated by 10 tugs due to extremely high tides caused by a westerly                     

hurricane. 

•  Jan 27 1905: Dutch tug Poolzea departed Geestemende, Bremerhaven with the Eulomene 

in tow for Newcastle for repairs and loading. Prior to towing an extra 250 

tons of ballast had been loaded. Ship’s crew consisted of captain, mate, 13 

able seamen, one ordinary seaman, cook and 3 passengers. 

•  Jan 30 1905: in a gale near the Dogger Bank, the steel towing hawser snapped. Attempts 

to attach a new hawser were unsuccessful and the Eulomene drifted in the 

storm. The Poolzea in bad weather managed to keep sight of the Eulomene. 

•  Jan 31 1905: in worsening conditions the Poolzea lost sight of the Eulomene and later 

sailed onto Newcastle where after coaling up returned to search. 

•  Feb 01 1905: sighting of a 4 masted ship 60 miles from Helgoland Islands Germany by 
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the collier Emma Sauber. 

•  Feb 07 1905: in the overdue market the Eulomene was quoted at 35 guineas re-

insurance and increased to 70 guineas. 

•  Mar 29 1905: the Eulomene was officially listed as missing by Lloyds’ (se Appendix F). 

•  Apr 01 1905: Lloyds Kristiansund agent sent a telegram stating that parts of a boat 

(metal plate) with a red and white house flag marked Eulomene Liverpool 

had been found near Homborgsund, Norway. 

•  July 14 1905: inquiry into the loss of the Eulomene began in Liverpool. The Eulomene on 

leaving Bremerhaven was in good and seaworthy condition as regards hull 

and equipments. The ballast was secured tightly as not to shift and the ship 

was sufficiently manned for towing.  

 

However consideration may have been given to the time of the year and 

weather it may have been prudent to have another officer and a few more 

seamen onboard. No blame was attached to the owners or captain anyone 

although it was also thought that the master might have taken on more 

ballast and not to have the ship trimmed so much by the stern (see 

Appendix G). 

 

In the timeline listed above a ship could be sighted by two means. The first means would be by a 

lighthouse or sighting point on land e.g. The Lizard, Deal where ships would be constantly 

passing. The second means would be called “spoken to”. This is where two ships identify each 

other while passing and normally would take place way out to sea. Depending on where the ship 

was “spoken to” that information may not be conveyed ashore for up to 6-8 weeks. It should be 

remembered that for long periods of time, no one knew where these ships were after they left a 

port. Looking through the newspaper archives many ship just disappeared after leaving a port.   
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 4 working days with 3 days spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the Eulomene from when she was built to her being lost in the North Sea in Jan 1905. 

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. As earlier mentioned what appears to have been a simple typo error in the name initially 

lead the research to an early end. However once the spelling of the name had been sorted a vast 

amount of information was found. In the course of using that data other possible reasons e.g 

same owner, registered same port, near same date/month of sinking became evident as to 

possible reason for the confusion. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very 

important. As Eulomene is not a common word newspaper reports were easily viewed due to their 

number. 

The Eulomene played an important role in the British shipping industry carrying cargo and 

passengers to Australia, North America and India. Her disappearance while on tow also shows the 

danger large ships took in bad weather to keep world trade running.  
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Mercantile Navy List 1892, Eulomene  
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Appendix B: Lloyds’ Registry 1893, Eulomene 
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Appendix C: Lloyd’s Register Returns of Ship Totally Lost, Condemned,  
                    etc (for 1st January to 31st March 1905) 
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Appendix D: Eulomene at Berth (location unknown) 
 

 

 
Appendix E: Eulomene at Sea 
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Appendix F: Newspaper Report Eulomene Posted As Missing,  
                     Liverpool Echo Mar 29 1905 
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Appendix G: Inquiry into missing Eulomene 
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