
  
   

 

 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the: 

Gezusters (Schooner) 

 

 

 

Report compiled by: 

Gareth J.S. Davies 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

2 
 

 

 

Report Title: Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 
(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the: 
Gezusters (Schooner) 

 
 
 

 
Compiled by:                Gareth J.S. Davies 

Manila, Philippines 

Email/Skype: davies_j_gareth@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of: Nautical Archaeology Society 
Fort Cumberland 

Fort Cumberland Road 

Portsmouth 

PO4 9LD 

Tel: +44 (0)23 9281 8419 

E-mail: nas@nauticalarchaeologysociety.org 

Web Site: www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org 

 

 

 

 

Managed by: Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit 
17 Hornyold Road 

Malvern 

Worcestershire 

WR14 1QQ 

Tel: +44 (0)1684 574774 

E-mail: MADUdiving@gmail.com 

Web Site: www.madu.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

Date: February 2021 

 
 
 

 
Report Ref:                                Leave blank 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:davies_j_gareth@hotmail.com
mailto:nas@nauticalarchaeologysociety.org
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/
mailto:MADUdiving@gmail.com
mailto:MADUdiving@gmail.com
http://www.madu.org.uk/
http://www.madu.org.uk/


Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

3 
 

1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner Gezusters (MADU 

Ref #342) built in Groningen, Netherlands in 1902.  

On Nov 24 1902, the Gezusters sailed from Delfzyl, Netherlands for Cardiff on her maiden voyage 

with a cargo of oats. On December 18 1902 reports of a ship in trouble off Bardsey Island were 

made but no ship was found. Items indicating that they were from the Gezusters were found on 

the coastline a few days later and a number of bodies thought to be crew members of the 

Gezusters were washed ashore on the Caernarfonshire and Merioneth shorelines. 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The schooner Gezusters was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history of the late 19th century. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

MADU               
Ref. No. 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type Matls Ref. 

342 00/12/1902 Gezusters Caernarfonshire On the coast  Schooner wood rl, ch 

Around December 18 1902, the Gezusters on her maiden voyage went missing in a storm off 

Bardsey Island. Other than some items and a number of bodies that washed ashore no other 

trace of the Gezusters was found. 

 

Fig 1: North Cardigan Bay and Lleyn Peninsula showing Bardsey Island  
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Gezusters 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

No listing of Gezusters could be found in LR and MNL  

 

Using Google and Keyword, Gezusters,  

Found websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the  

Gezusters (Schooner) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Gezusters (Schooner) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Gezusters (Sisters) 

 Type Schooner 

  General Cargo 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 15/08/1902 

  Delivered: 1902 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder  J. Drewes & Co. 

  Gideon, Groningen, Netherlands:  Ship ID: 2489 

Construction Materials  Steel 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads N/A 

 Other N/A 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details 3 masts 

Dimensions Length ft        ins      38.56 m 

 Beam ft        ins  7.66 m 

 Draught  ft        ins  3.02 m 

Tonnage Gross 252grt 

 Net 216nrt 

 Deadweight 385dwt 

Owners First E. Gorter, Amsterdam 

Registry Port Amsterdam 

 Flag Netherlands 

 Number N/A 

 Code N.T.P.B 

History Routes Europe, U.K 

 Cargo Grain 

Final Voyage From Delfzyl, Netherlands 

 To Cardiff 

 Captain J. Gorter 

 Crew 7 

 Passengers 0 

 Cargo Oats 

 Date 24/11/1902 

 Location Off Bardsey Island, Wales 

 Cause Weather 

 Loss of life 7 

 Outcome Missing, presumed wrecked 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The schooner Gezusters (Sisters in English) was built at Gideon, Groningen, Netherlands by J. 

Drewes & Co for E. Gorter of Amsterdam and launched on Aug 13 1902. 

• Nov 22 1902, the Gezusters departed Delfzyl Netherlands on her maiden voyage for Cardiff 

with a cargo of oats.  

• Dec 18 1902, a ship was observed to be on her beam off Bardsey Island, Caernarfonshire. The 

Porthdinllaen lifeboat was launched and headed towards Bardsey Island. The ship could not be 

found before dark and the lifeboat returned ashore at 8pm. 

A second telegram was received shortly after the lifeboat returned stating a ship had been 

sighted drifting off Bardsey Island. The lifeboat was relaunched and headed towards Bardsey 

Island. The lifeboat returned the next morning having survived the severe storm but with no 

sighting of the ship. 

• Dec 22 1902: the Lloyds agent in Aberdaron reported washed up life buoy as well as teak and 

mahogany cabin furniture on the shoreline. It was also reported that lifeboats bearing the 

name Gezusters had drifted on the beach. 

• Dec 30 1902: three bodies have been driven on the Merioneth coast within the last days and 

two others are reported to have been found on the south Caernarfon coast. They are believed 

to have come from a ship, presumably the Gezusters which went missing off Bardsey Island. 

• Feb 18 1903: the Gezusters was officially listed as missing by Lloyd’s. 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 1 working day.  

Having read the report, sufficient information has been collated to compile a history of the 

schooner Gezusters.  

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Using a specific phrase of 

schooner Gezusters reduced the number of newspaper to view significantly. 

The Gezusters sank on her maiden voyage from Delfzyl Netherlands to Cardiff in a severe storm 

off Bardsey Island Wales. Items and equipment from the ship were found along the coastline of 

Caernarfonshire and a number of bodies washed ashore on the coast of Merionethshire and 

Caernarfonshire.  
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Report of a Lost Ship off Bardsey Island 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

14 
 

Appendix B: Newspaper Announcement on Gezusters, Feb 18 1903 
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Appendix C: Lloyd’s Casualty Listing 1903, Gezusters 

 


