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Welsh Wreck Web Research Project

1.0 Abstract

Nautical Archaeology Society

The “www Research Project” is about protecting and discovering information of ships, the

circumstances of their loss, details of the owners and crew, the cargo carried and their history.

The sole purpose of the project has been to help people with an interest in maritime history to
safely survive the 2020/21 global outbreak of the Covid-19 corona virus and facilitate public

access to the historical resource.

The project currently has 535 vessels on

incidents, and 67 researchers, based in many parts of the world, are investigating 232 of them.

its database that have been involved in maritime

I'm going to present some information about the Great Britain wreck lost in Bardsey Sound/
Caernarfonshire in 03/03/1881. A Pwllheli schooner built from wood carried 109 tons.
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Figure 1. The above map is taken from "Shipwrecks of North Wales" by lvor Wynne Jones, and shows around 38% of

the wrecks on MADU'’s database.
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2.3 Contributors

Ian Cundy

2.4 Abbreviations

A list of any abbreviations used in this report, i.e.

GAT Gwynedd Archaeology Trust

IJNA International Journal of Nautical Archaeology

MADU Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit

NAS Nautical Archaeology Society

NPRN National Primary Resource Number

0s Ordnance Survey

RCAHMW Royal Commission on the Ancient & Historical Monuments of Wales
URL Uniform Resource Locator
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3.0 Introduction

There is no specific reason to choose the wreck, in this project I have chosen the wreck
randomly. My own reason is to investigate and search for information and to get experience in
searching and reading about wreck.

In every research, I have almost the same question to answer about the wreck:
e What were the vessel’s specifications?
e What historical information is available relating to the vessel?
e What was the story leading up to wrecking?
e What caused the wrecking?
¢ What has happened since the wrecking?

e Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story?
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4.0 Background

The GREAT BRITAIN was a wooden schooner registered at Pwllheli. At time of loss, the vessel was
owned by G Griffiths, Porthmadog, and was carrying a cargo of cut roofing slates from
Porthmadog to Plymouth under the command of H Evans. The schooner was caught in a south-
easterly gale force 10 and foundered 14 miles north-northwest of Bardsey lighthouse on 3 March
1881.

Archaeological remains associated with the loss of this vessel are not confirmed as present at this
location, but may possibly be in the vicinity.

A Belfast correspondent telegraphs that the storm in the north of Ireland continues very severe.
The Great Western steamer, Severn, Captain Mills, arrived in Belfast yesterday from Bristol,
having on board part of the crew of the schooner Great Britain, Hugh Evans, master, belonging to
Carnarvon, who had been taken off that vessel while in a sinking condition. The Severn sighted
the Great Britain on Thursday off Bardsey Island, Cardigan Bay, flying a distress signal, and found
her in a sinking condition. Owing to the heavy sea, a boat could not be launched, but Captain
Mills ran the steamer alongside the schooner, and the captain and three seamen were saved. One
was crushed to death between the vessels.
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Figure 2. Caernarfonshire T
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5.0 Research Methodology

My research is depending an on-line methodology via several webs to assemblage information as
much as I can. I faced some difficulties in search because of the similar names of wreck with
different date. The challenge here is to choose the right information and related to Great Britain
shipwreck.

The history and event of wreckage are from the Coflein site, unfortunately, the site didnt have an
image for the vessel.

The Lloyd’s Register of Ships online more information has putted in Appendices section.
Other information is collected and putted in the report a big credit to Chris Holden.

I choose to be the briefing of information in the Results section from the report, to refine all the
important information concerns the vessel in table form.
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6.0 Results

Nautical Archaeology Society

Vessel Name/s
Type Pwllheli schooner
Built Date 1840
Builder Name
Address / Location
Construction Materials Wood
Propulsion Type Sail
Drive Type Paddle Wheels, Propeller, etc.
Tonnage Net 109 tons
Owner First Griffoths
Last G.
Porthmadog
Registry Port Caernarfon
Flag United Kingdom
History Routes Porthmadog
Plymouth
Cargo Slate, stone, Roofing slates
Final Voyage From Porthmadog
To Plymouth
Captain Evan, H
Crew 5
Cargo Slate, stone, Roofing slates
Wrecking Date 03/03/1881
Location St. George's Channel, Bardsey L/h, 14M NW x N
Cause Wind conditions SE force 10
Loss of life | 1
Outcome Total Loss

10
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7.0 Analysis

The information of Great Britain wreck is limited because the shipwreck has been lost.
Archaeological remains associated with the loss of this vessel are not confirmed as present at this
location, but may possibly be in the vicinity. For this why, I couldn’t answer all of the question
mentioned before in the introduction section.

The online research challenged by the lack of information and the similar names of the wreck, but
what we had have here are the results and the briefing information of Great Britain wreck.

Searching that information and collected them into report is useful and helpful for the future,
where new student and researchers are able to get knowledge and resource through the online
access on the project.

This historical wreck is going to be a memory for those people who are related to it, and added to
the collection of other wreck lost and sunk around Bardsey Island.
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Figure 4. Small, lush land mass with a lighthouse, ancient ruins & a bird observatory, plus seals and dolphins.
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations

Every ship has its own story and events some events, it could some of them were not reported,
and especially when it has been sunk in the sea. it holds a people and spirit who left their family
and house and cross seas for work. Saving information from disappear is a way to save the
memory of those people too.

The ships which has been sunk in the seas of England are holding also the history of this country,
the different technique and types of its ships. Each ships have its own characteristic which
indicate the construction technique different from other ships. And that is very precious because
it gives information on how the construction technique are developed from one ship to another
which is related to development of the country from previous time to nowadays.

I spent many hours trying to get and gather all the information related to Great Britain sunk in 3
March 1881, and separate them from other information which is for a similar names of wreck but
a different sinking date.

Collecting information is not easy especially when the wreck has been lost, more advance and
developed marine technique are necessary nowadays, it helps to collect and gather information
about the sea bed and the shipwrecks. And also diving is important and more passion when it’s
safe to dive in the site because seeing the wreck by eyes we can have noticed things that could
be not very visible via technological marine techniques.

12
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Appendices:

Appendix A - Table of Lloyd’s Registers entries for the Lloyd’ Register
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Appendix B - The Timeline for the Bardsey Island
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Appendix C

Monday 07 March 1881
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RATHMULLEN, 5, 12 22 p..—Bee.—The Bee
nack, of Belfast, total wreck Wednesday off Fanad Head,
ongh Swilly,—[See “ Londonderry ™ paragraph in List of

5.

LABRL, MarcH 4,—Mary, of Belfast, from Dublin for
oleraine (manure), stranded here, is making a considerable
uaotity of water, Vessel’s stem and stern posts are believed
) be started. On gale moderating, cargo must be discharged,
nd vessel examined and repaired prior to continuing voyage,

BELFAST, 4.—Goea? Britand schooner, of Caer-
arvon, has been abandoned in a sinking state off Bardeey
sland ] the crew, except one man killed, were taken off by
he Severn (s), arrived here to-day from Bristol.

BELFAST, MarcH 5, 12 28 ».M.—CASTLEMAIN.—Cross
'bannel telcgraph wires working badly. Harland and Wolff,
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