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1.0 Abstract 
 

This project is to discover information relating to the reported wreck of the 
schooner SV Harkaway (MADU Ref. 237) for which there is a newspaper archived 

report of it having gone aground on 14 October 1881 at Abererch, 

Caernarfonshire, Wales. The home port was given as Chester. 

The objective is to establish the facts relating to the wreck report and discover 

the circumstances leading up to the grounding and the outcome, together with 

any other relevant information. 

The research is limited to information available on-line as access to libraries and 

record offices was not possible at this time due to the lockdown for the CORVID-

19 pandemic. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The SV Harkaway was selected for research because it was one of a group of five vessels driven 

aground on Abererch beach on 14th October 1881. Although listed in the data base as wrecked 

(MADU Data Base Ref.237) it was damaged but later repaired and re-floated. It was reported as 

‘Lost’ on the 6th January 1886 whilst based in Truro, Cornwall. 

 

Figure 1, Extract from MADU data-base 

Ships aground at Abererch 14th October 1881. 

 

 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research enquiries 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• What was the story leading up to wrecking? 

 

• What caused the wrecking? 

 

• What has happened since the wrecking? 

 

• Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story? 

 

• Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on the site? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

No previous knowledge of this vessel was available other than a mention in the contemporary 

newspaper report (see Appendix E) of the beaching at Abererch during the storm of 14th Oct 

1881. 

St Tudwals Roads had for many years been relied upon for shelter for sailing vessels during 

westerly gales and on previous occasions ships anchors had failed to hold and the vessels driven 

onto Abererch beach. This storm was exceptionally severe and at least five ships suffered this 

fate. With the exception of the SV Dreadnought all survived, were re-floated and continued their 

voyage. In the case of the SV Harkawy it remained on the beach until December. 

The site of the beaching is given as Abererch referring to the sands about 1 mile East of Pwllheli 

at the North of Cardigan Bay. 

 

Figure 2, Location of Abererch sands. 

 

Site map showing location of Abererch sands to East of Pwllheli.   
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5.0 Research Methodology   

The following were used in this research:- 

 

Acer Laptop with fast fibre wireless internet connection, I-phone. 

Search engines used were 

Google Chrome 

AVG Secure Browser 

Microsoft Office 

Windows 10 

Snip & Sketch 

 

 
Methodology:  first step to check out Coflein, but nothing there relating to this ‘wreck’ at Abererch, or 

ultimate ‘Loss’ in 1886. 

Then Lloyds Register. Mercantile Navy Lists. Newspaper records. Crewlist. 

List of sources, 

Coflein: https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search No record of the beaching (Abererch) nor of any 

subsequent loss or wrecking of the SV John Ellis. 

Lloyds Register of shipping: https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online - 

Lloyds Register, starting point. Records missing for some of the crucial years. 

Library of Wales: https://newspapers.library.wales/view/3310679/3310687/68/ - excellent for local news 

reports on the storm and beaching but could find nothing else relating to this ship. 

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard  Archive– good source. 

http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/ - good to identify ships and for crew lists but no detail available for 

this ship. 

Crew lists and other documents: http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists - good for dates but 

no crew information available 

http://shipbuildinghistory.com/shipyards/emergencylarge/foundation.htm  

https://content.libraries.wsu.edu/digital/collection/cchm_photo/id/6983/  

https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?33705  

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?  

https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http://freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/maritime

/lifeboat/wreck.htm 

https://southampton.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/BIBENQ/ 

 http://coraweb.com.au/Contents/Item/Display/2710 
 
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/ships/harkaway-1856/ Perth Shipbuild records. 
 

https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online
https://newspapers.library.wales/search?query=Kingfisher&publication%5B%5D=The+Cambrian+News+and+Merionethshire+Standard
http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/
http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists
http://shipbuildinghistory.com/shipyards/emergencylarge/foundation.htm
https://content.libraries.wsu.edu/digital/collection/cchm_photo/id/6983/
https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?33705
https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?
https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http:/freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/maritime/lifeboat/wreck.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http:/freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/maritime/lifeboat/wreck.htm
https://southampton.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/BIBENQ/
http://coraweb.com.au/Contents/Item/Display/2710
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/ships/harkaway-1856/
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6.0 Results    
• The SV Harkaway was built at Perth, Scotland. Built by the Perth Shipbuilding Company 

(Fig. 3). Described as a Coastal trading Schooner part iron bolted, 95 Ton.  

76ft long, 20ft beam, 9ft 7ins depth. Built to carry general cargo in coastal trade. 

 

• The vessel was commissioned to be built by Captain M Leed of Applecross, Ross, Scotland. 

He was Master of the ship until 1865.  
 
The SV Harkaway was registered 13th March 1856 and given the official number 11509 (Fig 3). 

Note the name written as ‘Hark a Way’ - Listed as a sailing ship of 94 Tons with port of registry 

Dundee. 

 

Figure 3, Extract from the Appropriation record. 

 

The vessel was registered at Dundee which was also the home port. Operated by the Master and 

owner Captain M Leed. Sailing from Dundee and Aberdeen. 

 

 

Figure 4, Build record SV Harkaway. 
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Picture 1, Perth Harbour. 
 

 

 

• Sold to John Reney in 1876 and registered at Chester also home port. In earlier centuries, 

the River Dee was a far mightier waterway than it is today, and large ships could 

discharge their cargoes at wharves situated immediately alongside the City Walls. 

 

Picture 2, Chester's 'Old Port' 
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• The SV Harkaway was sold to John Dennis of Truro in 1884 and registered then at Truro. 

Coastal trading in Irish Sea with home port Truro trading Llanelli, Swansea, Cardiff, 

Dublin, Belfast, Beaumaris etc. 

Figure 5, Port of Truro and Extract from Cornwall Archive for ships 

Registered at Truro. 
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• Events leading up to ‘wrecking’ – the beaching at Abererch 14th October 1881, 

A particularly violent storm was travelling west across the Atlantic crossing Ireland on the 

13th October and the west coast of Wales. The storm’s intensity was greatest on the 14th 

southerly to south westerly as it passed. This storm became famous for the destruction of 

a great part of the Eyemouth fishing fleet with great loss of life there. It is possible that 

Master Willoughby had observed a storm warning when passing a signal station or just his 

experience and seamanship motivated him to seek shelter which caused him to seek 

shelter at the ‘safe’ anchorage on the south side of the Llŷn peninsular at St. Tudwal’s 

Roads. Coastal storm warnings had been developed and instituted by Admiral Robert 

Fitzroy at his newly established Meteorology Department in London. But after his suicide in 

1865 the forecasts were suspended in 1866, subsequently to be re-instated in 1879, after 

much lobbying from shipping companies and fishermen. St. Tudwal’s roads was recognised 

and much used, by vessels of the period, to seek shelter from westerly gales and 

considered a safe and secure anchorage by virtue of the clay sea bed. Indeed there were 

several other vessels there also – most of the ships including the SV Harkaway with both 

anchors (port & starboard) deployed. 

 

• The wrecking, Hurricane force winds blew up during the night of 13th/14th such that at 

approximately 6 a.m. both anchor cables parted and the schooner was driven ashore onto 

Abererch beach one mile east of Pwllheli. The crew were all saved by means of ropes 

attached from the shore to the rigging. Several other ships were driven ashore on the 

same beach (see figure 1. MADU list). Although the tides were neap the seas were 

tremendous and ‘all will sustain heavy damage’ it was observed. The waves were 

sweeping over the vessels and pounding them on the beach. The wind was such that 

railway carriages were blown over from the rail track and seas crashed over the harbour 

wall at Pwllheli. (Appendix E). However the SV Harkaway survived with some damage and 

remained there for repairs completed in December and then re-floated. It was not listed as 

a wreck by Coflein or Lloyds or Larn & Larn. 

 

 

• Previous investigation or research of this vessel,  

The only previously documented information is that which is contained in the 

contemporary newspaper report of the beaching at Abererch. 

 

• The Site, 

As an aground wreck site, on a beach, there is nothing to record by diving or surveying at 

the site. 

 

• Additional Information,  

With research limited to on-line at the present time I have not been able to discover a 

copy of the builder’s original plans or any photographs, drawings, sketches, paintings, 

pictures etc. 

Information given in the MADU data base (Fig. 1) and R Cadwalader data base and also in 

Henry Parry ‘Wreck and Rescue on the Coast of Wales’ record a beaching of several 

vessels on Abererch sands on the morning of the great storm of Oct 14th 1881. Ivor 

Wynne Jones in ‘Shipwrecks of North Wales’ Ed 3 1986 includes the SV Harkaway in his 

wreck map and Index of Ships but with no text, indeed he has no reference to the 1881 

storm or the many wrecks resulting. The SV Harkaway was one of the vessels beached at 

Abererch (along with four other ships) according to contemporary local newspaper 

(Appendix E). 

 

• Passengers and crew, 

The SV Harkaway did not normally carry any passengers, her typical crew would comprise 

The Master, Mate, two Seamen, a Cook and a Boy. 
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• Owners and Masters,  

Captain M Leed was first owner and Master. 

The ship was sold during 1876 to John Reney, Connah’s Key, Flintshire, and re-registered 

at Chester which was also the home port. 

The ship was then sold during 1883/4 to John Dennis of Truro and re-registered there. 

Because Lloyds registers are not available on line for the period from 1875 to 1882 I have 

not been able to ascertain who was master of the ship after it was sold in 1876. Nor is any 

crew information available on-line from the Clip Files. Although the ship was in use until 

January 1886 it is not listed in Lloyds for the year 1883. 

 

Figure 6, Extract from Clip Files. 

 

 

 

• Since the beaching. The SV Harkaway remained on the beach until December. The other 

vessels with the exception of the SV Dreadnought were re-floated, repaired and continued 

on passage. The SV Harkaway was repaired, re-floated and returned to service. 

In 1884 it was sold to John Dennis of Truro and re-registered at Truro, Cornwall. 

 

• The SV Harkaway was removed from the Lloyds Register by 1883 and from the Mercantile 

Navy Listing by 1887. In the Clip File records there is a note that the ship, then registered 

at Truro, was ‘lost’ on 6th January 1886 (Fig.5). I have failed to find any record of the 

vessel having been wrecked (Lloyds, Coflein or Larn & Larn). Because a specific date was 

recorded and the term ‘Lost’ used, it is possible that it was. 

 

 

• Other research, I do not believe that anyone has previously investigated or researched 

the vessel back story. 

 

• The site was a grounding so is not appropriate for any work to be carried out at the site. 

 

• Previous reports, There have been no previous reports produced relating to the vessel. 

 

• A timeline relating to the SV Harkaway is detailed at Appendix D. 
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7.0 Analysis 

I believe that the conclusions arrived at are accurate and the only information that I could 

discover that in some way match the basic information provided in the data bases.  

The SV Harkaway was re-floated in December after the beaching at Abererch in October 1881. 

 

I believe that the ship was decommissioned in 1886 and dismantled. This is in possible conflict 

with the Clip File entry which states ‘Lost’ 6th January 1886. I could find no record of the SV 

Harkaway having been wrecked. There are no records of a wrecking in Larn & Larn, Aled Eames, 

Ivor Wynne Jones or Coflein. It is possible that the vessel was lost further afield. Nor could I find 

any record of a report of the ‘Loss’ in the ‘Shipping and Mercantile Gazette’ in the British 

Newspaper archives. 

I did come across this entry: 

 

Figure 7, Extract from the Shipping and Mercantile Gazette. 
 

 

 

However I believe that this is not 11509 Harkaway as it was sold and registered to Truro in 1884. 

 

 

8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

I have probably spent approximately 25 hours on this project including about 14 hours on-line. 

My account conflicts to some extent with the basic facts set out in the data bases but I believe 

that I have discovered relevant information on the SV Harkaway, beached but not ‘wrecked’ at 

Abererch sands. 

I believe that I have answered the questions established prior to the research. 

I do not believe that there is scope for any further development of this incident. Nor is there any 

prospect of further information at the site. 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

15 
 

9.0 References  

 
https://www.festipedia.org.uk/w/index.php?curid=14122 Porthmadog ship photo. 

Porthmadog Ships, Emrys Hughes and Aled Eames. 

Lloyds Registers 

Coflein 

Plimsoll Project: Lloyds register entries 

Crewlist, Mercantile Navy List, Archive records. 

Newspaper Archives, Library of Wales 
 

Festipedia 

Crew List, Clip Files. 

Ivor Wynne Jones ‘Shipwrecks of North Wales’ Ed 3 1986 

Henry Parry ‘Wreck and Rescue on the Coast of Wales’ 

Emrys Hughes & Aled Eames ‘Porthmadog Ships’  

R Cadwalader 

Aled Eames ‘Adventures in Sail’ 

 Larn & Larn 

https://www.festipedia.org.uk/w/index.php?curid=14122


Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

16 
 

Appendices:  

Appendix A – Specification for the SV Harkaway. 

Vessel  Name Harkaway 

 Type Schooner  

  General Cargo, 

Built  Date Laid down: 1856 

  Launched 1856 

  Commissioned 1856/57 

 Builder Perth Shipbuilding Company 

  Perth, Scotland 

Construction Materials  Wood, Frames iron bolted 

 Decks One Deck 

 Bulkheads  

Propulsion Type Sail  

 Details Topsail Schooner 

Dimensions Length 76ft          1 ins      m 

 Beam 20ft            ins m 

 Draught 9ft           7 ins m 

Tonnage Gross 95 

 Net  

Owner First Captain M Leed, Applecross, Ross. Scotland. 

 Others John Reney, Connah’s Key, Flintshire. 

 Last John Dennis, Truro 

   

Registry Port Dundee. Chester, Truro. 

 Flag UK K.S.W.F. 

 Number 11509 

History Routes Cardiff, Swansea, Liverpool, Dublin, Belfast. 

  Llanelli to Newhaven July 1881 

 Cargo Coal, general cargo 

Final Voyage From Beaumaris 

 To  

 Captain Capt. J Leed 

 Crew  

 Passengers None 

 Cargo Type of Goods: General cargo 

Wrecking Date 14 Oct 1881, beached 

 Location Abererch 

 Cause Hurricane 

 Loss of life None 

 Outcome Re-floated Dec 1881 
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Appendix B – Extracts from Lloyds Register for SV Harkaway. 

Lloyds Register 1857 

 

 

 

Lloyds 1858 

 

 

Lloyds 1859 

 

 

Lloyds1860 

 

 

Lloyds 1861

  

 

Lloyds 1862 
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Lloyds 1863 

 

 

Lloyds 1864 to 1869 No changes 

 

Lloyds Register 1874 

 

 

 

Lloyds Register 1883 

 

 

SV Harkaway not listed. 
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Appendix C, Extract from Mercantile Navy Lists 1857 to 1885 

Extract from Mercantile Navy List 1867 

 

1872 

 

1874 

 

1875 

 

 

1876 

 

1880

 

1883 
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1884  

 

1885 

 

 

 

 

1887 No longer listed 
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Appendix D – The Timeline for the SV Harkaway 

 

1856  Built at Perth, Scotland, for Captain M Leed of Applecross, Ross Scotland. 

  Schooner 95Ton. Rated A1 with 12yr survey interval. Master Captain M Leed.  

  Registered at Dundee – also home port. 

1857  First record Mercantile Navy List, 95T, Port of Registration Dundee. 

  Also Lloyds Register, 95T, Master: Captain M Leed, Home Port: Dundee. 

1863  Master M Leed, home port Dundee, trading Aberdeen and Dundee 

1865  Master now Captain J Leed, Coastal trading. Owner: M Leed. 

1867  no change 

1870  Registered at Dundee. 

1874  Master M Leed, home port Dundee, surveyed at Dundee. 

1876  Registered at Chester, Owner: John Reney, Connah’s Key, Flintshire. 

1880  Registered at Chester 

1881  14th October driven aground on Abererch Sands, North Cardigan Bay. Repaired and 

  re-floated Dec 1881. 

1883  Registered at Truro (Clip Files) but no entry in Lloyds Register. 

1884 – 1885 Crew lists at Cornwall Archive. Owner John Dennis. 

1886  Lost 6th January 
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Appendix E, The storm 14th October 1881, extracts from 

contemporary newspaper reports. 

Extracts from the Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard. 
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Appendix F, Crew lists for official number 11509 SV Harkaway. 

Extract from Clip Data base: Crew lists from 1864 to 1885. 
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Appendix G - Survey Reports for the SV Harkaway. 
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Letter from David Crighton, Dundee Surveyor, to George B Seyfang Esq, 

Secretary of Lloyd’s Register London, regarding material of deck clamps 

for Harkaway, 17th March 1856. 
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