
  
   

 

 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project  

(North Cardigan Bay)  

On - line research into the wreck of the :  

Henry Pratt  

 

 

An American Packet Ship  

 

Report compiled by:  

Graeme Perks  

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

2 
 

 

 

Report Title:  

 

 
Welsh Wreck Web Research Project  

(North Cardigan Bay)  

On - line research into the wreck of the:  
Henry Pratt  

Compiled by:                 Graeme Perks  
graperks@aol.com  

Sutton Coldfield  

UK 

 

 

 

On behalf of:  Nautical Archaeology Society  
Fort Cumberland  

Fort Cumberland Road  

Portsmouth  

PO4 9LD  

Tel: +44 (0)23 9281 8419  

E-mail: nas@nauticalarchaeologysociety.org  

Web Site: www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org  

 

 

Managed by :  Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit  
17 Hornyold Road  

Malvern  

Worcestershire  

WR14 1QQ  

Tel: +44 (0)1684 574774  

E-mail: MADUdiving@gmail.c om 

Web Site: www.madu.org .uk 

 

 

Date:  February  202 2  

  

  

Report Ref:                                 Leave blank  

 

 

mailto:nas@nauticalarchaeologysociety.org
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/
mailto:MADUdiving@gmail.com
mailto:MADUdiving@gmail.com
http://www.madu.org.uk/
http://www.madu.org.uk/


Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

3 
 

 

 

1. 0  Abstract  
 

 

The ñwww Research Projectò is about, discovering by on line research details of 

ships, on the MADU data base of wrecks of North Wales, the circumstances of 

their loss, details of the owners and crew, the cargo carried and their history.  

The fully rigged Ship Henry Pratt was built in Boston in 1841 and registered at 

Philadelphia . The first voyages o f the Henry Pratt were to China returning with 
teas and silks. The Henry Pratt sailed from eastern American ports to Liverpool 

often carrying cotton, often returning with emigrantôs. The Henry Pratt 
transported US artillery and soldiers to and from the war with Mexico in 1847  and 

wheat to Britain in 1846 (famine). The Henry Pratt made one voyage to California 

in 1849 (gold Rush) then to Calcutta, returning to London.  

The Henry Pratt was sunk once unloading,  struck by lightning,  driven ashore and 

involve d in collisions before being driven ashore in a gale in Hells Mouth near 
Pwllheli on 6 th  February 185 6 and wrecked. Two of the crew drowned, but the 

remained were saved and the cargo of cotton recovered and sold.  
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3.0  Introduction  

 

1.  I selected Henry Pratt  to research because she was an American fully 

rigged ship  and wished to identify her and see how much information I 
could find about her . I also wanted to find out what happened and I wanted 

to discover:  
 

2.  The dimensions of the vessel, although for this period of time apart from 
the draught, they would have only been recorded in on line information if 

the L loydôs survey was available or the vessel had been advertised for sale 
in a surviving newspaper. Who the builder was and when she was built and 

any other information available about her.  
 

3.  Information concerning the voyages, cargoôs, any events affecting the 
vessel, details of its masters, crew and owners.  

 

4.  To find out the sequency of events leading up to the loss of the vessel, 
whenever that was and the event in 1856 . 

 
5.  To discover the cause of the event in 1856  and if the vessel survived, the 

cause of its eventual loss.  
 

6.  The events that happened after the incident in 1856  and up to and after its 
loss if it survived.  

 
7.  If there were any previous research of the vessel for the 1 856  incident and 

its story.  
 

8.  If there was a wreck site for Henry Pratt  and if it ha d been identified, dived 
and recorded.  

 

9.  If any salvage of the vessel and its cargo had been carried out  
 

  10. If any previous reports had been produced for the Henry Pratt .  
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4.0  Background  

When I commenced this project it was reported that the Henry Pratt was a 

wooden fully rigged ship of 589 tons built in 1841 involved in an incident on 6 th  

February 1856 in Tremadog Bay, near Pwllheli with a cargo of cotton.  

 

 

 

Porth Neigwl ( Hells Mouth)  
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                   Cardigan Bay and Porth Neigwl ( Hells Mouth)  
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5.0  Research Methodology   

I used a Microsoft Pixel laptop with access to my home internet running windows 
10 operating system. I also used my Apple I pad for research when I was away 

from the laptop The new internet provider has now connected my home by a 
fibre connection so it is very much faster. The Lap top uses bling search engine 

but I also use Goggle which produces less advertisements and less Americanised 
content.  

 
I searched Lloyds Register of Shi pping ( LR ) for ñHenry Pratt ò looking for details 

of her dimensions, master, builders and owners from 18 41  with no  match. I then 
searched yearly until 18 58 with no match . The American Bureau of shipping was 

founded in 1861.   
 

I searched LR ships, plans and survey reports for ñHenry Pratt ò with no match. 

 
 

I searched The British Newspaper Archives (BNA) for ñHenry Pratt ò, ñPratt  
Rogersò, ñPratt Fairfowl ò ,  ñPratt Keaneò ,ñPratt Hartley ò ,ñPratt Condonò  ,ñPratt 

Mawling ò  ,ñPratt Newcomb ò  and ñPratt  Emery ò looking for sailings, arrivals, a 
launch, owners, builders, mishaps and any details of her loss and found a 

number of matches.  
 

I searched Welsh newspapers on line for  ñHenry Pratt ò looking for sailings, 
arrivals, a launch, owners, builders and any details of her loss and found no 

matches.  
 

I searched the US library of Congress newspaper archives for ñHenry Pratt ò and 
found matches.  I also searched ñH. Pratt, McKeon & Co. Philadelphiaò with 

matches only for goods from Henry Pratt. .  

 
I searched Coflein site for ñHenry Pratt ò looking for any details of the wreck and a 

chart with a match.  
 

I searched wreckeu site for ñHenry Pratt ò looking for any details of the wreck with 
no matches .  

 

I searched  ñHenry Prattò on line and found matches  with references  in google 

books and concerning Henry Pratt merchant, shipping owner and landscape artist 

who died in 1838 at 77 years of age. I also searched for his surviving two 

children with no matches.  I also searched ñH. Pratt, McKeon & Co. Philadelphia ò 

with no matches.  
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6.0  Results    

Vessel  Name/s  Henry Pratt  

 Type  Ship  

  Cargo  

Built  Date  1841  

   

   

 Builder  Unknown  

  Boston  

Construction  Materials  Wood  

 Decks  Two  

 Bulkheads  None  

Propulsion  Type  Sail  

 Details  Fully rigged  Packet ship , square rigger  

Engine  Details  N/A  

   

   

   

 Boilers   

Drive  Type   

 Number   

Dimensions  Length  Unknown  ft            ins       

 Beam   ft            ins   

 Draught   ft            ins   

Tonnage  Gross  686  tons  

 Net  589 tons  

Owner  First  Unknown  

   

 Last  Unknown  

   

 Others   

Registry  Port  Philadelphia , New York  

 Flag  American  

 Number   

History  Routes  New York to China (Hong Kong, Macao)  

  New York to Liverpool ,  Various American Ports , 

Baltimore to California,  Calcutta, London and Newcastle  

 Cargo  Teas, Silks, Ginsing, Butter, Cheese, Lard , Cotton , Pig 

Lead, Turpentine, Seeds,  Earthen Ware, China,  US 

Artillery, Soldiers, and Emigrantôs  

Final Voyage  From  Mobile, USA  December 14 1855  

 To Liverpool  

 Captain  A. Emery  

 Crew  unknown  

 Passengers  None  

 Cargo  Cotton  

Wrecking  Date  6 th  February 1856  

 Location  Ashore near Pwllheli  

 Cause  West South Westerly force 9 gale  

 Loss of life  Two  members of crew  

 Outcome  Wrecked , cargo salvaged  
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Hereford Times -  Saturday 30 April 1842  

Macao, Nov. 26, 1841. ðOur advices from Canton (to the 24th) report no 

important transactions in import merchandise, and no change of prices, except 

for lead, which cannot be quoted higher than 6,40 to 6,50 dollars. Of Ginsing, we 

hear of no sales from the parcel by " Henry Pratt." Teas ðOf the Congous no 

purchases of consideration have been made of late, and prices must decline 

mat erially before the middle of December. The new green teas have not yet 

arrived but in small quantity, and for a few of them, purc hased for a ship now 

loading, rather high prices have been paid.  

 

The New York Herald September 2 1842  

                       PORT OF NEW YORK  Sept  2 1842  

                                              Arrived  

Ship Horatio, Howland from China with teas silks & c. Left at Whampoa Ship 

Henry Pratt  

 

The New York Herald October 25 1842  

                        PORT OF NEW YORK OCT.25 1842  

                                          Arrived  

Ship Henry Pratt, Rogers (of Philadelphia) from Canton May 23 passed Anjier July 

6, with teas, silks &c. to H. Pratt, McKeon & Co. Philadelphia .  

                                      Passengers arrived  

Canton ï Ship Henry Pratt  ï Wallace Fassett of Philadelphia  

 

Liverpool Mercury -  Friday 07 April 1843  

Henry Pratt, Fairfowl, f ro m New York, with cotton, turpentine, lard, cheese, seeds  
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Manchester & Salford Advertiser -  Saturday 08 April 1843  

                      VESSELS ARRIVED AT LIVERPOOL 

Waterloo Dock. ð The Henry Pratt (5149. of Philadelphia ) Fairfoal from New 

York.  

 

Liverpool Mail -  Saturday 08 April 1843  

Henry Pratt. Fairfowl, from New York at this port. On the 16th March, in lat. 50, 

long. 31. at midnight, dur ing a heavy gale from the S. W., the mainmast head 

was  struck  by lightning, which descended the mast, and tore off four fee t  of the 

combings. Two seamen were severely stunned by the shock.  

 

Liverpool Mercantile Gazette and Mye rs's Weekly Advertiser -  Monday 10 

April 1843  
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Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 13 April 1843  

 

 

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 27 April 1843  
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Morning Chronicle -  Monday 29 May 1843  

                          VESSELS SPOKEN WITH.  

The Henry Pratt, of Philadelphia, the 18th Inst., in Lat. 46, long. 25, by the 

Chlcora, arrived at Liverpool.  

 

Ships from Scotland to North America, 1830 - 1860 -  Volume 1 -  Page 51  

books.google.co.uk  

David Dobson · 2002  
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Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Wednesday 08 January 1845  

Nov. 7 ðThe ship Henry Pratt, of Philadelphia, 4 days from New York for Canton, 

lat. 29 33 S., long. 18 16 W.  

 

The Sailor's Magazine, and Naval Journal -  Volume 17 -  Page 

23books.google.co.uk ü books 
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Chester Chronicle -  Friday 23 August 1844  

It said that Captain Keene, of the Henry Pratt, has discovered dangerous shoal in 

the Chinese sea s, running north and south about half -a-mile length, level with 

the water's edge, and having rock or dead tree the northern end. From the best 

observation be could make, placed it Lat. 1.33 south, lo ng. 107 27 east.  

 

 

The New York Herald June 1845  

                                 Foreign Importations  

Canton -  Ship Henry Pratt ï 30143 packages merchandise, McKean, Bone & Co.  

 

The New York Herald November 13 1845  

 

 

The New York Herald  December 6 1845  
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The New York Herald December 20  1845  

Ship Henry Pratt, Hartley, hence  13 th  Inst . For Liverpool  -  returned, having being 

thrown on her beam ends on Monday night last off Nantucket Shoals shifting her 

cargo and doing other damage.  

 

The New York Herald Decem ber 23  1845  

VALUE OF MARINE STOCK  ï We learn that Captain Hartley, of the Ship Henry 

Pratt , recently put back , in distress, refused to take a New York pilot, who had 

been in the business for thirty years, for the reason, probably, that he received 

instructions to employ some other class of inland navigator.  

This ship had been to sea, deeply laden with perishable articles ; she experienced 

a gale, shifted her cargo, put back, and was therefore in no condition to refuse 

any assistance that might offer; yet when a pilot went on board at a most critical 

moment he was refused the pilotage of the ship and compelled to r eturn to his 

boat, while the ship was to buffet about, out of trim, till another pilot should offer 

himself. If a gale of wind had sprung up at that time, what would have become of 

her ?  What would have become of her insurance ?  

It is said that the Henry P ratt  was insured to a large amount. If she had been lost 

after the first pilot had been refused, and before another was received, would the 

owners of the ship and cargo have been paid by the underwriters ? And if 

insurance had been paid, in order to sustai n the existing anomaly in pilotage, 

would the innocent holders of insurance scrip be pleased with such a 

disbursement of their money ? These are important questions to those who have 

an eye on their pockets .  

These simple facts ought to open the eyes of Co ngress to the present system of 

pilotage at this port. All must see that unless there be a reform, the reputation of 

this port must suffer.  

 

The New York Herald December 24 1845  

PILOTAGE. ï We have received a note from Capt. Hartley of the ship  Henry Pratt , 

in which he states that he was first boarded by a merchants pilot, who was not 

qualified for his ship ; he then received another merchants pilot ; and after this he 

was boarded by a New York pilot, who, of course, could not be employed, as a 

pilot had previously been engaged. We make this correction in justice to Capt. 

Hartley.  
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Belfast Commercial Chronicle -  Saturday 20 December 1845  

                                        AMERICA 

The following is a statement of the  amount of  produce about to be shipped to 

England: -  

          SHIPMENTS OF PRODUCE TO GREAT BRITAIN.  

Ship Henry Pratt, for Liverpool ðCorn, 20,000 bushels now on board and still 

loading ; will fill up with grain and pro visions.  

 

Globe -  Friday 16 January 1846  

The Henry, Pratt, f ro m New York, to Liverpool, put back to N ew York on the 20th 

Dec., with cargo shifted, bulwarks store, &c.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Friday 16 January 1846  

NEW YORKð 22ðThe ship Henry Pratt, hence for Liverpool, returned Saturday, 

haying experienced gale on the 17th inst. in Lat. 40 ½ , long. 72, during which 

cargo shifted, lost sails, bulwarks stove, and received other damage.  

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 05 March 1846  

ALL Persons are forbid trusting the CREW  of the Ship HENRY PRATT. As any debts 

of their co ntr acti ng will not paid by the Captain or Consignee of said Ship.  
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Cork Examiner -  Friday 27 March 1846  
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Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 02 April 1846  

 

 

 

The New York Herald  May 23 1846  

New York Arrived S hip Henry Pratt (of Philadelphia) 35 days from  Liverpool with 

mdse to J Tapscott. 12 th   inst Lat 43 Long 61 spoke Br itish  bark Mary from 

Carthagena for St Johns  

 

The New York Herald May 28 1846  

                                     Passengers arrived  

In Ship Henry Pratt  from Liverpool  -  Mr & Mrs Kirby and family, of England ; Mr 

Darling and Lady. Messrs T Rean, T Rell, T And erson; all of Montreal; and 226 in 

steerage.  

 

The New Era Portsmouth, Va June 18 1846  

                                        MILITARY  

Companies C and H, 2 nd  U. S. Artillery embarked from New York on Thursday, on 

board the Ship Henry Pratt for Rio Grande  
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Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser -  Wednesday 28 October 1846  

Liverpool Oct. 26  : -  The Henry Pratt which arrived here the 24 th  instant from 

New Orleans, sailed from the bar the 29 th  August , passed the Gulf on the 10 th  

September, and has had fine weather the whole of the passage.  

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 29 October 1846  

                          CARGOS REPORTED AT LIVERPOOL  

Henry Pratt. (590 of  New Y or k) R  F C Hartley, from New Orleans, with 138 bls  

cotton for Cannon. Miller and co. 35 do E Dunant and co. 129 do Heath , Furse 

and co. 1840 do 630 sa cks wheat order  ï Victoria dock  

 

The Albion Monday 02 November 1846  
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Downpatrick Recorder -  Saturday 07 November 1846  

The following are latest arrivals of provisions and other articles of consumption 

from the United States of America into the ports of London and Liverpool, the 

enumeration of which in this especial manner the present time cannot fail to 

prove interesting the public generally, and of the highest importance all parties 

concerned.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

The Henry Pratt, from Near Orleans. 620 sacks of wheat, and variety other 

article s 

 

The European Potato Failure was a food crisis caused by potato blight that struck 

Northern  and Western Europe in the mid -1840s. The time is also known as the 

Hungry Forties. While the crisis produced excess mortality and suffering across 

the affected areas, particularly affected were the Scottish Highlands and, even 

more harshly, Ireland. Many people starved due to lack of access to other staple 

food sources.  

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 12 November 1846  
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The Albion Monday 16 November 1846  

 

 

Bankers' Circular -  Friday 20 November 1846  

 

Henry Pratt 3,134 bales cotton, 1,860 bushels wheat  
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Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Wednesday 17 February 1847  

Military Movements in the United States. ðOn Sunday and Monday last, the ships 

Henry Pratt, Mayflower, Geo. Vea rie, Prentice, a nd J. N. Cooper went to sea with 

the Lo uisiana Volunteers and portions of the 1st Regiment from Pennsylvania. 

The ship Diadem, loaded with horses for the use of the army, departed the sam e 

time.  

 

 

The New York Herald May 31 1847  

                                  ARMY MOVEMENTS 

                      (From the New Orleans Delta May 22)  

The Ship Henry Pratt , Capt. Condon, from Vera Crus arrived yesterday morning, 

brought the First Regiment of Tennessee Volunteers , Col. Campbell commanding. 

These gallant troops now number only 350 r ank and file,  and are now quartered 

in Williams warehouse in the Third Municipality.  

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 02 September 1847  
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Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Thursday 23 September 1847  

The Henry Pratt, for Mobile; and the Monterey, from New York ; were in contact 

in the river this morning. The former had bowsprit sprung, and received damage 

cutwater.  

 

Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser -  Friday 24 September 1847  

The Henry Pratt, for Mobile, has returned into dock with bowsprit sprung, having 

been in contact in the River yesterday with the Monterey, from New York. Wind 

W.N.W., fresh breeze.  

 

London Evening Standard -  Saturday 02 October 1847  

DUBLIN, Sept. 29. ð The American ship which went on shore on the Codling Bank 

was the Henry Pratt, from Liverpool to Mobile, since got off and proceeded 

without damage.  

 

Express (London) -  Saturday 02 October 1847  

Dublin, Sept. 29. ðThe American ship which went on shore on the Codling Bank, 

was the Henry Pratt, Liverpool to Mobile. She was aba ndoned, and was fallen  in 

with yesterday, off Ske rr ies, and towed in here; has apparently been contact.  

 

Gore's L iverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 02 March 1848  

Henry Pratt, ( 686  of  New York) T S Condon, from Mobile, with 200 bls  cotton for 

Molly, Rominy and co. , 200 do  W Moon, 1486 do 400 scks   Indian co rn order  
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Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser -  Tuesday 21 

March 1848  

 

 

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Wednesday 31 May 1848  

BOSTONðMay 17;  At quarantine ð-The brig Ailsa, Blair, from Cork, with 88 

steerage passengers. Ship Henry Pratt ,  Condon, from Liverpool, with 236 

steerage passengers; three died on the passage, five to be landed, three sailors 

sick.  

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

27 
 

The Daily Cresent (New Orleans) November 7 1848  

                Arrivals at the Principle Hotels Yesterday  

Verandah -  Captain Vandorn , ship Henry Pratt  

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 18 January 1849  

Henry Pratt. ( 686 of N ew York) T S Condo n, from Mo bile , 1940  bls  cotton 30 

casks tallow ord erð Princeôs Dock  

 

Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 26 July 1849  
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Daily Richmond times November 26, 1849  

 

 

 

The Daily Union (Washington D.C.) December 1 1  1849  

A company of Baltimore mechanics, with their families, are preparing to sail for 

California in the ship Henry Pratt for the purpose of forming a colony there. They 

take out with them  two steam saw mills, two plaining mills, and  several steam 

engines. Among their number are those who know ho w to use these articles in 

the most approved style.  

 

The Daily Union (Washington D.C.) December 19  1849  

Baltimore Dec. 18 1849  

The Ship Henry Pratt  sailed from this port yesterday, for San Francisco, with a 

most enterprising company, carrying with them two steam saw mills, two 

plaining mills, and a great variety of tools  
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Alexandria Gazette (Washington D.C.) December 19 1849  

The fine ship Henry Pratt, Captain Maling sailed from Baltimore on Monday last 

for San Francisco,  California: she take out a full  cargo and 16 passengers. Two of 

her passengers viz: Mr Wm H Lambert and Charles S Price, were of Alexandria . 

 

Forty - niners 'ro und the Horn -  Page 12  

Charles R. Schultz · 1999  

 

 

The California Gold Rush (1848 ï1855) was a gold rush that began on January 

24, 1848, when gold was found by James W. Marshall at Sutter's Mill in Coloma, 

California. The news of gold brought approximately 300,000 people to California 

from the rest of the United States and abroad  
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A LIST OF ALIEN PASSENGERS BONDED FROM January 1 1848 TO 

JANUARY 1 1851 FOR THE USE OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR IN THE 

COMMONWEALTH  

PREPARED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE AUDITOR OF ACCOUNTS  

SUPERINTENDENT OF ALIEN PASSENGERS FOR THE PORT OF BOSTON  

 

May 16 1848 Burton, James       40 years born   Ireland   ship H Pratt  

May 16 1848 Murphy, Bernard    22 years born   Ireland   ship Henry Pratt  

May 16 1848  Mor se, Jane          30  years born    Ireland   ship Henry Prat t  

 

Shepherdstown Register September 10 1850  

                              Further California News  

                           New York Sept. 5 ï 6 P. M.  

The following Baltimore vessels have arrived at San Francisco, Viz: -  Barque 

Home; ship Henry Pratt  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette Friday 30 May 1851  

Imports  INTO THE PORT OF LONDON WEEKENDING May 23  

CALCUTTA Henry Pratt 103 cs 150 bxs castor oil, 414 sl abs tin, 3482 bags 1000 

pkts rice, 151 bls hides, 1738 bgs linseed, 5 bgs mustard seed, 982 bgs poppy 

seed, 500 pkts rapeseed, 1570 bls jute.   

 

Monmouthshire Merlin 27th June 1851  

In regard to th e fine ships now in our dock, an incident or two has come to our 

knowledge, worth relating. The Russell Glover, Captain Smith, and the Henry 

Pratt, Captain Malain, two noble vessels, lately started together from New York 

for California, reached that place t ogether, started again in company, and cast 

anchor at Calcutta at the same time, started for and arrived at London together; 

and in the same pleasant companionship left that port, and reached our dock 
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nearly "neck and neck This anecdote is striking in the history of the merchant 

service.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette Monday 1 st  September 1851  

The wreck of a vessel burnt to the water ôs edge seen 18 th  August 30 miles E S E 

of Fire island by the Henry Pratt arrived at New York.  

 

The New York Herald February 17 1853  

 

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette Wednesday 9 th  March 1853  

PHILADELPHIA FEB. 22; The ship Henry Pratt which sank at her wharf last week 

has been raised, with aid of a force pump and a tug, and would be hauled on to 

the floating dock for repairs.  

 

A force pump is a relatively simple device used to draw liquid from a well by 

hand. Force pumps are considered a type of positive displacement pu mp because 

they rely on mechanical force to move water by displacing it from one location to 

another.  
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Goreôs Liverpool General Advertiser Thursday 25m August 1853  

 

 

 

Monmouthshire Beacon -  Saturday 12 November 1853  

                              AMERICA. LIVERPOOL  

The following emigrant ships had arrived from Europe at New York with 

passengers; -Ship New York, from Liverpool, 400; ship Benjamin Adams, ditto, 

620 ; ship Metropolis, ditto, 49 ship Henry Pratt, ditto, 45;  ship William Nelson, 

ditto, 476 ; ship Progress, ditto, 428 ; ship Devonshire, ditto, 360; ship Western 

Empire, ditto, 690; ship State Rights, ditto, 361; barque Charlotte, Bremen, 150 

; total, 3779. One or two had rather long passages, and report experie ncing very 

heavy weather. The ship Benjamin Adams had arrived from Liverpool. Lost 15 

passengers by cholera since leaving port.  

 

New Orleans Daily Crescent May 1 1854  

                              PORT OF NEW ORLEANS  

                                       PASENGERS 

Per Ship Henry Pratt 358 in steerage  
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Lloyd's List -  Tuesday 23 January 1855  

BALTIMORE 9 th  Jan.  

The LIZO  Port. Brig sailed 2 nd  Oct. from Bahia, for Lisbon, with sugar, lost all her 

sails and several spars in a heavy gale  from E N E on the 22 nd  November; and on 

the 5 th  Dec. Lat. 35 N Long. 37 W having six feet of water in her hold and gaining 

two feet per hour, the captain and crew were taken off by the Henry Pratt, Emery 

arrived here.  

 

Newcastle Chronicle Friday 17 August 1855  

Henry Pratt, Emery, New York, 28 0chs. Coal s ð F. Shield Co. 94 tons pig lead  ð 

J. Anderson.  

 

Lloyds List Friday 28 September 1855  

Henry Pratt Shields to New York on 8 th  Sept. 46N 38W lost main top gallant mast  

 

Lloyds List Tuesday 25 October 1855  

NEW YORK. 4 th  Oct. The HENRY PRATT, Emery, which arrived here yesterday 

from Newcastle, was in contact with barque in  the  English Channel 14th Sept., 

and lost Jib boom, head, and cut water  

 

Caernarvon & Denbigh Herald -  Saturday 09 February 1856  

PWLLHELI -  Vessels o n Shore a nd Loss of Li fe : ð At five on the morning of 

Wednesday la st , the ship Henry Pratt, A. Emery master, of and from New York, 

for Liverpool, with a cargo of cotton, drove on shore at Hell's mouth , in a heavy 

gale from the W.S.W., with dark f oggy weather. The crew were saved, with the 

exception of two black men, who attempted to get ashore in the boat, which was 

swamped by the heavy surf running at the time. Every effort was made to rescue 

these unfortunate persons, but without success. The re mainder were enabled to 

land at low water. The vessel now lies without mast or rigging, the mast having 

been cut away to says the lives, the ship, and cargo. She is much bogged, and 

will have to be dis charg ed.  
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The North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality 9th 

February 1856  

PWLLHELI.ðAbout five o'clock, a.m., on the 5th inst., the ship Henry Pratt, of 

New York, A. Emery, Master, laden with cotton, and bound to Liverpool from 

Mobile, went on shore at Hell's Mouth, having lost her course in th e fog. Two 

coloured seamen, whose names are at present unknown, were drowned; the rest 

of the crew were enabled to land at low water. The wind blew a heavy gale at the 

time from W.S. W. The masts were cut away by the crew, for the preservation of 

the ship and cargo, and she now lies dry at low water.  

 

Liverpool Mail -  Saturday 09 February 1856  

Pwllheli, Feb. 6. ðThe Henry Pratt, Emery, of New York, from Mobile for Liverpool, 

came shore about  five oôclock this morning, in heavy gale from W S W, and 

remains, with masts cut away.  

Pwllheli, Feb. 7. ðThe Henry Pratt lies with her head to seaward, or she could not 

have held together last night during the gale.  

 

Daily News (London) -  Monday 11 Februar y 1856  

Henry Pratt commented discharging her cargo this evening; all her cargo i s 

expected to be sa ved. -Pwllheli , Feb. 8.  

 

Liverpool Albion -  Monday 25 February 1856  

PWLLHELI, Feb. 22. -  372 bales cotton have been landed from the Henry Pratt, on 

shore at Port Neigol.  
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Liverpool Mail -  Saturday 01 March 1856  

 

 

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Wednesday 26 March 1856  

HOLYHEADðMarch 25 th : E by S  fresh and fine . Put In ðThe Lady N ewborough, 

from , A berso ch for Li ve rpool, with co t ton from th e wr eck of Am eric an ship Henry 

Pratt, wr ecked near Bar dsey.  
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The United States Insurance Almanac and Statistical Register for May 1 st  

1856 to October 31 st  1856  Volume 3  Page 231  

 

 

Coflein  

The HENRY PRATT was a full rigged ship built in 1841. At time of loss on 6 

February 1856, the vessel was carrying a cargo of cotton. It was caught in a 

west -south  westerly force 9 gale and blown ashore near Pwllheli. Two crew  

members lost their lives in the incident.  

Sources include:  

Board of Trade Harbours of Refuge Inquiries, Parliamentary Papers 1856 pg121 

(563)  

Larn and Larn Shipwreck Database 2002  

Maritime Officer, RCAHMW, June 2010.  
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7.0  Analysis  

 

There was a Henry Pratt from Philadelphia who was a successful merchant , ship 

owner  and landscape artist who died in 1838, he out lived all of his 14 children 

except two , including two named Henry Pratt. I was unable to find any record on 

line of his successors who may have been the original owners of the Henry Pratt. 

It may be as more American newspapers are digitised particularly in Philadelphia 

that more information becomes available on line.  The October 1842 arrival at 

New York of the He nry Pratt gives the goods as shipped by H. Pratt, McKeon & 

Co. Philadelphia . 

The Henry Pratt was described as a packet ship , which was an American design 

of ship which had a narrower beam than traditional ships, sailed faster and was 

later copied in Britain. The sailing ships involved in the race from China with the 

first tea of the season were clipper ships like the Cutty Sark  preserved at 

Greenwich. The advertisement of November 1845 describes her having two large 

and commodious houses on deck, the advertisement of April 1846 describes her 

as Boston built and the description of her sinking in February 1853 states she 

had two d ecks.  She was always described as coppered and copper fastened in 

the Advertisements , when by this period British vessels used the cheaper Muntz 

or yellow metal .  

In Gore's Liverpool General Advertiser -  Thursday 02 April 1846  it was described 

in an adverti sement as A 1 vessel, this is a Lloyds category for vessels but the 

Henry Pratt was not in the register. The following advertisements only described 

her as a first class American vessel.  

I had expected the Henry Pratt to spend some time in California in 18 50 when 

she arrived  at San  Francisco as about this time there was a problem with crews 

deserting to go gold prospecting, but this does not seem to be the case,  

The transcript  of the Declaration made on May 1 st  1854 in New Orleans when the 

Henry Pratt arriv ed from Havre with 339 passengers gives the name of the 

master as Mather not Marshall or Manchester as given in the reports of sailings 

and arrivals. The transcription gives the names and country of birth of all the 

passengers and is available on  ñimmigrantships.netò. The passengers are from 

France, Switzerland and Werttemberg, Germany  (adjacent to the Swiss / French 

border) . 

The United States Insurance Almanac and Statistical Register for May 1st 1856 to 

October 31st 1856  shows that the underwrit ers paid out $20,000 on the 

insurance claim for the loss of the Henry Pratt, although it fails to show if this 

was for the vessel or cargo or both.  
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The American Library of Congress (ALC) newspaper archives provided many 

records of voyages , mishaps  and the cargos  of the  Henry Pratt , particularly in the 

USA. The remainder came from BNA with a few from WNL . 

The ALC is a useful free resource for American newspapers that have been 

digitised and the New York papers particularly provided most of the details 

concer ning the Henry Pratt and have lists of the ships arriving and sailing from 

ports in the USA not just New York.  
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8.0  Conclusions & Recommendations    

I have spent  about 35 hours on the project with about 90 % of the time being 

spent on line including copying or transcribing the information.  

The book Ships from Scotland to North America, 1830 -1860  lists the Henry Pratt 

sailing with emigrants from Glasgow in 1843, bu t although the details of the 

master,  tonnage,  port of destination are correct, the Henry Pratt was reported on 

several occ asions at about the same date arriving at, loading, clearing, sailing 

and arriving from Liverpool. There were also advertisements in Liverpool 

newspapers for the sale of cargo, carriage of goods and passengers from 

Liverpool to New York. So the Glasgow departure cannot be correct and the 

Henry Pratt was not recorded on line visiting Glasgow during its voyages.  There 

were other vessels w ith the name ending Pratt sailing at this time but only one 

Henry Pratt.  

There does not seem to be a wreck site for the Henry Pratt , the location of its 

loss, with most of the crew being rescued at low tide and the cargo recovered. 

This would mean the vessels materials are most likely to have been also salvaged 

or broken up by the sea, although this is not reported on line.  

I have answered some of my original questions but the owners, builders and 

dimensions are unknown and no details of the crews are a vailable on line.  The 

details of some passengers are available, for all passengers on one voyage only.  

The American Bureau of Shipping was not established until 18 61  so there is not a 

record of vessels for insurance or other purposes  to record these detail s and she 

was not included in Lloyds Register.  

I have learnt how much information is available from the ALC in the form of 

newspapers which have been digitalised and are searchable by year and key 

words.  

The Henry Pratt is an interesting ship which was in volved in a small way in the 

war between the USA and Mexico in 1847, the famine in 1845 and the 1849 gold 

rush in California. It was involved in transporting emigrants from Liverpool and 

Havre to various American cities. It was struck by lightning, was inv olved in 

some minor collisions, sunk when a lifting strap parted dropping 5 ton piece of 

marble through the decks into the hull and lifted for repair. It made some more 

interesting voyages to China at a time British Empire was in dispute with the 

Chinese G overnment. The details of the vessel and the owners are missing to 

make this a more complete story. The details of the crews are not available on 

line or any further information concerning the masters.  
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Appendices:   

 

Appendix  A  ï The T imeline for the Henry Pratt  

 

1841  

April 6 1841 Philadelphia cleared Henry Pratt, Rogers for Gibraltar  

May 18 1841 Gibraltar arrived Henry Pratt,  Rogers from Philadelphia  

June 10 1841 Gibraltar sailed Henry Pratt,  Rogers for Macao  

September 12 1841 Off Anjier Henry Pratt, Rogers  from Gibraltar  for Macao  

 

1842  

May 22 1842 China  sailed Henry Pratt, Rogers for  New York  

July 5 1842 Straits of Sunda arrived Henry Pratt, Rogers from  China for New York  

October 24 184 2 New York arrived Henry Pratt, Rogers from  Canton  

 

1843  

January 12 1843 Canton waiting to discharge ship  Henry Pratt  

April 3 1843 Liverpool  arrived Henry Pratt, Fairfowl from  New York  

April 1 7 1843 Liverpool entered for loading Henry Pratt  580 , Fairfowl  for               

.                                                                         New York ï Ingleby & Browne  

May 1 1843 Liverpool cleared outwards Henry Pratt, Fairfowl for New York  

May 3 1843 Liverpool sail ed Henry Pratt,  Fairfowl f or  New York  

June 16 1843 New York arrived Henry Pratt,  Fairfowl from  Liverpool  

July 19 1843 New York  sailed Henry Pratt  for C anton  

November 1843 China in American waters Henry Pratt, Keane  

December 27 1843 Hong Kong  arrived Henry Pratt  (A)  from New York  
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1844  

February 1 1844 Hong Kong  sailed Henry Pratt, Keane f or Manila  

February 25 1844 Hong Kong arrived Henry Pratt , Keane from Manila  

August 1 1844 New York arrived Henry Pratt,  Keane from Canton  

September 2 1844  New York  cleared Henry Pratt , Keene  for  Canton  

November 7 184 4 Spoken to Henry Pratt  of Philadelphia Lat  29 33S Long 18 16W  

 

1845  

February 7 1845 Hong Kong arrived Henry Pratt, Keane from  New York  

March 1 1 1845  Whampoa  sailed Henry Pratt, Keane for New York  

March 14 1845 Macao arrived Henry Pratt, Keane from Whampoa  

March 15 1845 Macao sailed Henry Pratt, Keane  for New York  

July 10 1845 New York arrived Henry Pratt, Ke ene from  Canton  

November 25 1845 New York Loading Henry Pratt  -  Breadstuffs  

December 13  1845 New York  cleared Henry Pratt, Hartley  for Liverpool  

December 13 1845 New York  sailed Henry Pratt, Keane for  Liverpool  

December 1 5 1845 New York  at anchor Lower Bay ship Henry Pratt  -  windbound  

December 20 1845 New York put back Henry Pratt  from New York to Liverpool                   

.                                                              with cargo shifted bulwarks stove & c  

 

1846  

March 2 1846 Liverpool arrived Henry Pratt,  Hartley from New York  

March 30 1846 Liverpool entered for loading Henry Pratt 590, Hartley                               

.                                                                   for New Orleans, Focke and Boult  

April 16 1846 Liverpool sailed Henry Pratt for New York  

May 22 18 46 New York arrived Henry Pratt , Hartley from Liverpool  

June 12 1846 New York  cleared Henry Pratt for  Bezos,  Texas  
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July 5 1846 Spoken to Henry Pratt fr om  New York  for Brazos  Santigo off                     

.                                                                               Double Headed shot Keys  

July 24 1846 Brazos Santiago in port Henry Pratt  from Norfolk  

August 29 1846 New Orleans sailed Henry Pratt  for Liverpo ol  

October 24 1846 Liverpool  arrived Henry Pratt , Hartley  from New Orleans  

November 1 1 1846 Liverpool entered for loading Henry Pratt 5 90, Hartley                 

.                                                                   for New Orleans, Focke a nd Boult  

November 1 7 1846 Liverpool  cleared outwards Henry Pratt  for New Orleans   

November 1 9 1846 Liverpool  sailed Henry Pratt for New Orleans  

November 20 1846 Liverpool put back Henry Pratt , Hartley for New Orleans                     

.                                                                          with loss of Anchor and chain  

November 2 7 1846 Liverpool  sailed Henry Pratt , Hartley  for  New Orleans  

 

1847  

January 5  1847 New Orleans  arrived Henry Pratt, Hartley  from Liverpool  

January 18 1847 New Orleans sailed Henry Pratt  with American Army regiment  

May 10 1847 Vera Cru z cleared ship Henry Pratt , Condon  for  New Orleans                    

.                                                                      ï Troops & Government stores  

May 21 1847 New Orleans arrived Henry Pratt, Condon  from Vera Crus  

July 6 1847 New Orleans cleared Henry Pratt for  Liverpool  

August 16 1847 Liverpool  arrived Henry Pratt , Condon  from New Orleans  

September 1 1847 Liverpool entered loading Henry Pratt, Condor for Mobile  

September 18 1847  Liverpool cleared outwards Henry Pratt , Condor  for  Mobile  

September 24  1847 Liverpool  put back Henry Pratt for Mobile  after collision  

September 26 1847  Liverpool sail ed Henry Pratt for Mobil e 

September 28 1847 Ashore on Codling Bank Henry Pratt, Condon from Liverpool  

November 14 1847 Mobile arrived Henry Pratt, Condon from  Liverpool  
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1848  

February 22 1848 Liverpool arrived Henry Pratt, Condon from  Mobile  

March 9 1848 Liverpool  entered for load ing Henry Pratt  686 , Condon for Boston  

March 29 1848 Liverpool  cleared Henry Pratt , Condon for Boston  

April 1 1848 Liverpool  sailed Henry Pratt,  Condon for Boston  

April 21 1848  Spoken to Henry Pratt Long. 4 1  Lat 43  

April 28 1848 Spoken to Henry Pratt Long.  42   Lat 43  

May 14 184 8 Boston arrived Henry Pratt, Condon from Liverpool  

May 19 1848 Boston arrived Henry Pratt, Condon  (of N York)  from Liverpool  via              

.                                                                               quaran tine -  3 sailors sick  

June 1 1848 Boston  cleared Henry Pratt, Condon for  Charleston  

June 26 1848 Mobile arrived Henry Pratt, Condon from Liverpool  

August 6 1848 In port Mobile Henry Pratt, Condon  

October 15 1848 Spoken to Henry Pratt Long.  49 Lat. 12 from Tory Island                

.                                                                                                  for New York  

 

1849  

January 12 1849 Liverpool arrived Henry Pratt, Condon from Mobile  

January 2 4 1849 Liverpool  entered for loading Henry Pratt, Condon for Boston  

January 2 9 1849 Liverpool cleared out  Henry Pratt, Condon for Boston  

February 2 1848 Liverpool sailed Henry Pratt, Condon for  Mobile  

April 3 184 9 Mobile arrived Ship  Henry Pratt, Condon from Liverpool  

May 12 1849 Spoken to Henry Pratt  from Mobile for Liverpool , Tortugas about                      

.                                                                                                  75 miles S E  

June 27 1849 Liverpool ar rived Henry Pratt, Condon from Mobile  

July 30 1849 Liverpool  cleared Henry Pratt, Condon for  Baltimore  

August 1 1849 Liverpool sailed  Henry Pratt, Condon for Baltimore  

September 13 1849 Baltimore  arrived Henry Pratt, Condon from Liverpool  



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

45 
 

December 17 1849 Baltimore sailed Henry Pratt , Maliner for San Francisco  

 

1850  

Prior September 7 1850 San Francisco  arrived Henry Pratt, Malin g from Baltimore  

September 23 1850 San Francisco cleared Henry Pratt,   Maling for Calcutta  

November 18  1850 Singapore arrived Henry Pratt from California  

November 26 1850 Singapore sailed Henry Pratt for Calcutta  

December 16 1850 Calcutta arrived Henry Pratt, Marling from San Francisco  

 

1851  

January 2 3 1851 Calcutta clear ed Henry Pratt, Maling f or London  

January 24 1851 Calcutta sailed Henry Pratt, Maling for London  

May 12 1851 Spoken to Henry Pratt Lat. 41  26 N Long. 36W Calcutta 115 days      

.                                                                                                     for London  

May 23 1851 London customs House entered Henry Pratt, Maling from Calcutta  

June 9 1851 London Customs house entered out in ballast Henry Pratt for                        

.                                                                                                        Newport  

June 9 1851 Deal came down the river and anchored Henry Pratt for USA  

June 12 1851 Torbay -  Brixham put in Henry Pratt, Newcombe for Newport  

June 13 1851 Brixham sailed Henry Pratt, Newcombe for Newport  

June 18 1851 Newport, Mon arr ived Henry Pratt London fo r New York  

July 4 1851 Newport sailed Henry Pratt, Newcombe for New York  

August 19 1851 New York arrived Henry Pratt, Malin from Newport  

October 4 1851 New York cleared Henry Pratt, Newcomb for Mobile  

November 15 1851 Mobile in port Henry Pratt waiting freight  
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1852  

January 6 1852 Mobile cleared Henry Pratt, Newcomb for Liverpool  

January 14 1852 Mobile sailed Henry Pratt, Newcomb for Liverpool  

March 19 1852 Newport cleared Henry Pratt, Newcomb for New Orleans  

June 1 1852 New Orleans arrived Henry Pratt, Newcomb from Newport  

July 3 1852 New Orleans cleared Henry Pratt, Newcomb for Marseille s 

July 4 1852 New Orleans towed to sea ship Henry Pratt  

August 8 1852 Spoken to Henry Pratt Lat 38 Long 45 New Orleans for Clyde  

To Septembe r 12 1852 Marseilles arrived Henry Pratt, Newcomb from                            

.                                                                                            New Orleans  

October 6 1852 Leghorn arrived Henry Pratt, Newcomb from Marseilles  

December 7 1852 Gibraltar arrived Henry Pratt, Newcomb from Leghorn                 

.                                                                                        for Philadelphia  

 

1853  

January 27 1853 Philadelphia  arrived Henry Pratt , Newcomb from  Palermo  

February 15 1853 Philadelphia sunk Henry Pratt while being unloaded  

March 21 1853 Philadelphia cleared Henry Pratt,  Newcomb for New Orleans  

April 13 1853 New Orleans  arrived Henry Pratt, Newcomb from  Philadelphia  

June 10 1853 New Orl eans advertis ed Henry Pratt  for Liverpool waiting 300 bales  

June 16 1853 New Orleans cleared Henry Pratt, Newcomb for Liverpool  

June 25 1853 New Orleans sail ed Henry Pratt, Newcomb for Liverpool  

July  27 1853 Spoken to Henry Pratt Long.  43 Lat. 36 12 New Orleans                         

.                                                                                                 for Liverpool  

August 15 1853 Liverpool arrived Henry Pratt from New Orlean s 

August 21 185 3 Liverpool entered for loading Henry Pratt, Newcomb for                   

.                                                                                                       New York  

August 24 1853 Liverpool Entered out Henry Pratt, New combe for New York  
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September 4 1853 Liverpool sailed Henry Pratt, Newcomb for New York  

September 26 1853 Spoken to Henry Pratt  Long. 41 15 Lat 35 30  

October 21 1853 New York arrived Henry Pratt, Newcomb  from Liverpool in                   

.                                                                                  45 days, 56 passengers  

November 11 1853 New York  sailed Henry Pratt  for Mobile  

 

1854  

February 9 1854 Havre arrived ship Henry Pratt, New combe from Mobile  

March 1 1854 Havre adv ised  Henry Pratt, Manch ester for New Orleans  

March 10 1854 New Orleans arrived ship Henry Pratt, Marshall  from Havre                  

.                                                                   358 steerage passengers -  ballast  

April 28 1854 New Orleans arrived Henry Pratt, Marshall from Havre                         

.                                                                 ï 339 passengers French and Swiss  

June 6 1854 New Orleans cleared Henr y Pratt for Liverpool  

August 7 1854 Quebec arrived Henry Pratt, Emery from Boston  

September 2 1854 Quebec cleared Henry Pratt, Emery for Bristol  

October 6 1854 Bristol arrived Henry Pratt, Emery from Quebec  

October 26 1854 Bristol cleared Henry Pratt, E mery for Liverpool  

October 29 1854 Bristol, Pill arrived Henry Pratt, Emery Bristol for Liverpool  

October 30 1854 Bristol, Pill remain ed Henry Pratt, Emery  

October 31 1854 Pill sailed Henry Pratt, Emery for Liverpool  

November 2 1854 Liverpool entered outwar ds Henry Pratt 733, Emery for                            

.                                                                                                      Baltimore  

November 23 1854 Liverpool sailed Henry Pratt, Emery for Baltimore  
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1855  

January 8 1855 Baltimore arrived Henry Pratt, Emery from Liverpool  

March 14 1855 Mobile arrived Henry Pratt from New York  

May 26 1855 Spoken to Henry Pratt Lat. 25 N Long 8½ W Mobile to H avre  

July 2 1855 Havre arrived Henry Pratt, Emery from Mobile  

July 6 1855 Havre at the quay discharging Henry Pratt from Mobile  

August 12 1855 Shields sailed Henry Pratt for New York  ï general cargo  

August 15 1855 Deal arrived Henry Pratt, Emery  from Shields for New York  

September 8 1855 Lat. 46N Long. 38W Henry Pratt Shields for New York ï                     

.                                                                              Lost main top gallant mast  

October 3 1855 New York arrived Henry Pratt, Emery from Ne wcastle  

October 29 1855 New York cleared Henry Pratt, Emery for Mobile  

November 14 1855 Mobile arrived Ship Henry Pratt, Emery from New York  

December 14 1855 Mobile sailed Henry Pratt,  Emery for Liverpool  

 

1856  

February 6 1856 Ashore Hells Mouth Henry Pratt, Emery  
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Appendix B     Ports and Other Locations  

 

Anyer, also known as  Anjer  or Angier, is a coastal town in Banten, formerly West 

Java, Indonesia, 82 miles west of Jakarta and 9 mi les south of Merak. A 

significant coastal town late 18 th -century, Anyer faces the Sunda Strait.  The town 

was a considerable port in the 19th century, but was completely destroyed by a 

100 - foot -high tsunami which was caused by the 1883 eruption of Krakatoa.  

 

 

Fig.  Coast of Java Sea off Anye r. By Abraham Salm; 1860s.  

 

BRAZOS SANTIAGO, T EXAS. The port of Brazos Santiago was located on 

Brazos Island in what is now Cameron County. According to a United States 

Coast Survey map in 1867 it was across Brazos Santiago Pass from the south 

end of Padre Islan d (at 26°02' N, 97°09' W). Before 1848 the port was wharves 

on the lagoon side of Brazos Island. Goods destined for ports up the Rio Grande 

had to be offloaded at Brazos Santiago because the bars at the mouth of the Rio 

Grande were too shallow for ships ca pable of plying the Gulf.  


