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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner John Ewing (MADU 

Ref #339) built in Whitehaven in 1867.  

  

On March 25 1902, the John Ewing ran aground on Poppit Sands Cardigan. Newspaper articles 

say the ship was wrecked. However subsequent research shows the John Ewing was refloated and 

repaired.  

 

Also listed in the MADU Database was a second John Ewing (MADU Ref #410) which on Feb 16 

1918 was abandoned and towed into St Tudwals Road by the Barmouth Lifeboat. 

 

This report has been made to show the two John Ewing ships listed (#339 and #410) are in fact 

the same ship. 

 

The John Ewing is reported to have sunk off Moelfre Anglesey on Oct 19 1925. 

 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The schooner John Ewing was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history from the mid 19th century to early 20th century. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• to confirm that the two John Ewing ships listed were actually the same ship 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

MADU               
Ref. 
No. 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details 
Vessel 
Type 

Matls Ref. 

339 25/03/1902 John Ewing Cardiganshire Cardigan 
Bay 

 
Schooner wood rl 

410 16/02/1918 John Ewing Cardiganshire Barmouth Abandoned and towed by 
Barmouth lifeboat to St Tudwals 
Road 

Schooner 
 

rc, le 

On March 25 1902, while trying to enter the port at Cardigan the schooner John Ewing ran 

aground on Poppit Sands with a cargo of manure. The ship was reported to be wrecked but was 

salvaged, refitted and continued to sail. 

On Feb 16 1918, the John Ewing ran aground in bad weather on St Patrick’s Causeway (Sarn 

Badrig). The crew abandoned the ship. The Barmouth lifeboat reached the John Ewing and after 

safely getting crewman aboard towed the John Ewing to St Tudwal’s Road. 

  

Fig 1: Location of John Ewing Grounding at Poppit Sands, Cardigan March 25 1902  
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Fig 2: Sarn Badrig, location of John Ewing grounding Feb 16 1918 

 

 

  

Fig 3: Reported Location of John Ewing Sinking off Moelfre, Anglesey Oct 19 1925  
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – John Ewing 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of John Ewing in MNL 1868 and LR 1867  

 

Using Google and Keyword John Ewing websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the  

John Ewing (Schooner) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: John Ewing (Schooner) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s John Ewing 

 Type Sailing Ship - Schooner 

  General Cargo 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: N/A 

  Delivered: April 1867 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder H. Williamson & Sons 

  Whitehaven, Cumbria 

Construction Materials  Wood 

 Decks 1 deck 

 Bulkheads N/A 

 Other stern round; build carvel; head man's bust, framework wood; 

fastened with iron bolts 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details 2 masts, rigging schooner 

Dimensions Length 79ft          6ins      m 

 Beam 21ft         5ins m 

 Draught 10ft          3ins m 

Tonnage Gross 117 grt 

 Net 94 nrt 

Owners First John Paterson, Harrington Cumbria. Registered London, 1868 

 Second Evan Phillips, Swansea. Registered Aberystwyth, 1876 

 Third Evan Evans 3 High Terrace New Quay. Registered Aberystwyth, 1885 
 Fourth Griffith Parry, 19 Palace St, Caernarfon. Registered Caernarfon, 1888 
 Fifth Mrs. Catherine Norman, 2 Laurel Villa, Watchet, Somerset.  

Registered Cardigan 1904 

 Sixth Edward & John Marwood, 14 South Castle St, Liverpool.  
Registered Cardigan 1913 

Registry Port 1867: London; 1876: Aberystwyth; 1888: Caernarfon;  

1904: Cardigan  

 Flag GBR 

 Number 56790 

 Code P.H.V.G. Changed to J.Q.T.R 1919 

History Routes UK, Ireland, Europe 

 Cargo Coal, pig iron, pitch, culm, manure, cement, slate, rails 

Final Voyage From N/A 

 To N/A 

 Captain Robert Gill 

 Crew ?5 

 Passengers N/A 

 Cargo N/A 

Wrecking Date March 19 1925 

 Location Off Moelfre, Anglesey 

 Cause N/A 

 Loss of life N/A 

 Outcome Wrecked.  

N.B: Dimensions and tonnage are as built 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The schooner John Ewing was built in Whitehaven Cumberland in 1867 by H Williamson & Sons. 

• The John Ewing was registered at London on April 24 1867 and owned by John Paterson of 
Harrington, Cumberland. 

• The John Ewing is listed in the Lloyd’s Registry from 1867 to 1909. (Appendix A). 

• The John Ewing is listed in the Mercantile Navy List from 1868 to 1926, apart from 1903 when there is no 
entry. There is no entry for the John Ewing after 1926 (Appendix B, I). 

• From both the Mercantile Navy List and Lloyd’s Registry the information indicates that there was only one 
schooner named John Ewing from 1867 to 1926. 

• The John Ewing had a number of owners (see Table 2). 

• There are no news articles found for the John Ewing after 1918. 

• Although the John Ewing is listed in the Mercantile Navy List of 1926, it was reported to have been lost off 
Moelfre on 19 October 1925. At that time, it was owned by E. & J. Marwood and under the command of 
Robert Gill. There is no record of this loss in the Lloyd’s Casualty Listings. 

From newspaper articles the John Ewing was recorded:  

 

➢ Jul 07 1868: Import at Cardiff 202 tons of pig iron from Harrington for Rhymney Co. 

  

➢ Nov 20 1869: Import at Cardiff 210 tons of pig iron from Workington for Russell Brothers. 

  

➢ Jun 19 1871: Sailing from Newport Wales with cargo of coal collided with Prince Regent 

from Rotterdam in the Mersey. Lost main mast and stantions. 

  

➢ Jun 21 1875: Sailed Swansea for Trouville France with 210 tons of coal. 

➢ Jul 19 1875: Bound for Swansea from Trouville France. 

➢ Aug 27 1875: Off Deal from Rochester Essex for Ramsey I.O.W. 

  

➢ Sep 10 1878: Sailed Swansea for Caen France with 200 tons of coal. 

➢ Oct 03 1878: Past west of Lizard. 

  

➢ Jul 26 1879: Sailed Neath Wales for Cork with 200 tons of coal. 

➢ Nov 02 1879: Passed west of Lizard. 

  

➢ Jan 31 1880: Sailed Llanelli Wales for Cork. 

➢ Oct 01 1880: Anchored Yarmouth I.O.W. for westward passage. 

➢ Oct 14 1880: Passed west of Lizard. 

  

➢ Apr 11 1881: Passed east of Mumbles Wales. 

➢ May 31 1881: Passed west of Lizard. 

➢ Oct 13 1881: Arrived Cardiff from Glasgow with fire bricks. 

  

➢ Feb 17 1882: Captain Evans donated £4 towards the provision of a hearse for the parish of 

New Quay Wales. 

➢ Aug 16 1882: Sailed Great Yarmouth for Swansea with coal tar pitch. 

➢ Sep 30 1882:  Sailed Swansea for Fecamp France with 200 tons of coal. 

➢ Dec 06-22  Passed west of Lizard. Arrived Holyhead from Fecamp France. 

  

➢ Jun 21 1883: Sailed Burry Port Wales for London with cargo of bricks. 

➢ Aug 01 1883: Passed west of Lizard. 

➢ Sep 26 1883: Arrived Cardiff from Waterford Ireland with 120 tons of timber. 

➢ May 06 1884: Passed west of Mumbles Wales. 
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➢ Aug 06 1885: Sailed Briton Ferry Wales for Drogheda Ireland with 200 tons of coal. 

➢ Oct 14 1885: Passed east of Lizard. 

  

➢ Aug 14 1886: Sailed Neath Wales for Plymouth with 200 tons culm. 

  

➢ Sep 06 1888: Passed east of Lizard. 

  

➢ Apr 18 1889: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Galway Ireland. 

➢ May 02 1889: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Harburg Germany. 

➢ Aug 08 1889: Crew took 2nd place at New Quay Regatta in the 4-oared rowing boat 

➢ Sep 20 1889: Departed Caernarfon Wales Passed east of Lizard on Sep 25. 

  

➢ Feb 07 1890: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Dublin. 

➢ May 22 1890: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Harburg Germany.  

➢ Sep 12 1890: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Galway Ireland. 

  

➢ Apr 09 1891: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Harburg Germany. 

➢ Aug 06 1891: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Londonderry. 

➢ Aug 13 1891: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Port Dinorwic Wales. 

  

➢ Apr 01 1892: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Harburg Germany. 

➢ Aug 18 1892: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Belfast. 

➢ Sep 22 1892: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Sunderland. 

  

➢ Jun 14 1893: Arrived Cardiff from London with cargo of cement. 

➢ Jun 18-30: Sailed Cardiff for Caernarfon Wales. 

  

➢ Feb 22 1894: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Sunderland. 

➢ Jun 07 1894: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Waterford Ireland. 

➢ Aug 23 1894: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Dublin. 

➢ Nov 15 1894: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Cork. 

  

➢ Jan 24 1895: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for London. 

➢ Jul 14 1895: Arrived Swansea from London with cargo of creosote salts. 

➢ Aug 08 1895: Sailed Swansea for Queenborough Kent with 200 ton of coal. 

  

➢ Jan 07 1897: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from London. 

➢ Jun 10 1897:  Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Cork. 

➢ Nov 11 1897: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Bangor Wales. 

  

➢ Jan 20 1898: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for London. 

➢ Apr 28 1898: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Conway Wales. 

➢ May 18 1898: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for London. 

➢ July 07 1898: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from London. 

➢ Aug 18 1898: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for London. 

➢ Oct 13 1898: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Dublin. 

➢ Nov 03 1898: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for London. 

➢ Nov 13 1898: While sailing for London with cargo of slate, required Fishguard lifeboat to 

rescue crew of 5 in a severe storm in Fishguard Bay. Crews from 6 other 

boats were also picked up (Appendix C). 

➢ Dec 29 1898: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from London. 

  

➢ Jan 26 1899: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for London. 

➢ May 11 1899: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Dublin. 

➢ Aug 18 1899: Arrived Newport Wales from Southampton with cargo of rails. 

➢ Sep 01-07: Sailed Newport Wales for Caernarfon Wales with 190 tons of coal. 

➢ Oct 19 1899: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for London. 
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➢ Dec 28 1899: Arrived Caernarvon from Amlwch Wales. 

  

➢ Nov 29 1900: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from London. 

  

➢ Feb 07 1901:

  

Towed into Falmouth travelling from Caernarfon Wales to Newcastle. Lost 

bowsprit, foremast and other damage. 

➢ Jul 12 1901: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Cork. 

➢ Oct 17 1901: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Harburg Germany. 

➢ Nov 01 1901: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Harburg Germany. 

  

➢ Mar 24 1902: Ran aground at Poppit Sands in storm (newspaper article, Captain Hughes), 

sailing London to Cardigan with cargo of manure. As too much risk would 

have been incurred by the Lifeboat going alongside, the Coxswain anchored, 

and by means of a rope secured to the schooner and a Life-buoy succeeded 

in gallantly saving the crew of four hands in an exhausted condition by 

9:30pm Shortly after the rescue was effected the vessel beached, her hull by 

that time being completely under water (Appendix D, E, F). 

  

➢ Sep 22 1903: The John Ewing while anchored off Mumbles Wales dragged its anchor in a 

storm and ended up about 1m eastward of Port Talbot Wales. At the time of 

the incident the captain was ashore and had to make a dramatic attempt to 

reboard (Appendix G). 

  

➢ Jan 21 1905: Arrived Cardiff from Waterford Ireland with oats. 

  

➢ Dec 26 1907: The new Mumbles lifeboat The Charlie Medland effected its first rescue saving 

the crew of 5 and the captain’s wife. Distress signals had been observed at 

2pm with the ship rolling very heavily, her rigging slack and the masts in 

danger of being carried away.  The ship had been heading from Redbridge 

Southampton to Newport Wales with a cargo of rails.  

➢ Dec 27 1907: Ship was beached on Mumbles flats opposite Oystermouth railway station 

after the crew returned. The cargo had been moved by the storm but the 

ship was undamaged. 

  

➢ Jan 01 1908: Taken into Swansea and detained due to salvage claims. Cargo discharged 

after beaching at Mumbles. 

➢ Feb 14 1908: Undergoing repairs in Swansea dry dock. 

➢ Mar 23 1908: Captain Evan Evans passed away at New Quay Wales. 

➢ Dec 30 1908: Arrived Swansea from Watchet Somerset. 

  

➢ Jan 20 1909: Sailed Swansea for Medina Mills, I.O.W. with cargo of coal. 

➢ Jul 29 1909: Arrived Swansea from Briton Ferry Wales. 

➢ Aug 05 1909: Sailed Swansea for London with 195 ton of coal. 

  

➢ Jan 08 1912: German schooner Erica dragged her anchor and collided with John Ewing 

which was travelling from Fecamp France to Britton Ferry Wales with a cargo 

of stone. The figurehead, bowspit and bow of the John Ewing were damaged. 

Incident happened at Plymouth. 

  

➢ Mar 11 1913: Travelling from Bristol, ran ashore at Youghal Harbour Ireland, cargo of oats.  

  

➢ Feb 16 1918: Ran aground on St Patrick’s Causeway while sailing from Freport France to 

Ellesmere Port with a cargo of flintstone. The crew abandoned the ship and 

reached the shore inside Mochras Island. The crew of the Barmouth Lifeboat 

sailed for the John Ewing and a number of crew from the lifeboat boarded. 

With a rising tide the John Ewing was refloated and safely navigated to St 

Tudwal’s Road under the command of Capt W. Griffith. The lifeboat returned 

to Barmouth the next afternoon (Appendix H). 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 3 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the schooner John Ewing. The information obtained also shows that although the John 

Ewing was reported as wrecked in March 1902, she was salvaged, repaired and sailed again until 

1925. 

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important.  

From the information gathered the John Ewing sailed around the UK, Ireland and Europe. Cargoes 

carried were also variable from raw to manufactured materials. A number of incidences were also 

documented including several groundings and storms where the crews had to be rescued by 

lifeboats.  
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Lloyd’s Registry 1867, John Ewing 

 

 

  

 

Appendix B: Mercantile Navy List 1868, John Ewing 
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Appendix C: Crew Rescue by Fishguard Lifeboat, Nov 14 1898 
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Appendix D: Grounding at Poppit Sands, Cardigan March 24 1902 
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Appendix E: Lloyd’s Registry 1903, showing John Ewing Stranded  
                    March 1902 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix F: Lloyd’s Registry 1904, showing John Ewing Refloated,    
                     New tonnage and dimensions 
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Appendix G: Incident off Mumbles, Sept 22 1903 
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Appendix H: Lifeboat Recue and Tow to St Tudwal’s Road, Feb 26 1918  
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Appendix I: Mercantile Navy List 1926, John Ewing 
 

 

 


