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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner John Gibson (MADU 

Ref#318) built and launched at Fleetwood in 1878.  

 

The John Gibson was a cargo schooner which sailed between ports on the S, SW, E, NW, NE 

coasts of England, S and N Wales, Ireland, N. Ireland, Scotland and occasionally Germany and 

France. Cargoes carried included raw materials and probably, grains, food products.  

 

On Oct 8th 1896, the crew of the schooner John Gibson were picked up by the Abersoch Lifeboat 

“Oldham” after dragging her anchors during a severe storm. Although reported as wrecked the 

John Gibson continued sailing until 1926 when records of it ended. 

 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The schooner John Gibson was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history from the late 19th century to early 20th century. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

MADU               
Ref. No. 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type Matls Ref. 

318 09/10/1896  John Gibson 
Caernarfon 

shire 
Abersoch ?wrecked Schooner  wood rc, rh, iwj 

 

On Oct 8th 1896, the crew of the schooner John Gibson were picked up by the Abersoch Lifeboat 

Oldham after dragging her anchors during a severe storm. Although reported as wrecked the 

John Gibson continued sailing until 1926 when records of it ended. 

 

Fig 2: Location of John Gibson, Oct 08 1896 
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – John Gibson 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of John Gibson in MNL 1879 and LR 1879 

 

Using Google and Keyword John Gibson, websites/pages for 

references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Grounding of 

John Gibson (Schooner) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: John Gibson (Schooner) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s John Gibson 

 Type Sailing Ship – Schooner   

  General Cargo 

Built  Date Launched: 22 Jan 1878  

  Delivered: Jan 1878   

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder Gibson 

  Fleetwood, Lancashire 

Construction Materials  Wood 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads N/A 

 Others N/A 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details 2 masts 

Dimensions Length 87 ft 4 in 

 Beam 20 ft 6 in 

 Draught 9 ft 8 in 

Tonnage Gross 106 grt 

 Net   87 nrt  

Owners 1879 Porter’s Shipping Co Ltd, Fleetwood 

 1904 Lewis Willie Nurse, Bridgewater 

Registry Port Fleetwood 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 73756 

 Code R.D.F.V 

History Routes S, SW, E, NW, NE coasts of England, S and N Wales, Ireland, N. 

Ireland, Scotland and occasionally Germany and France 

 Cargo Raw materials, grains, food products  

Grounded Date 08/10/1896 

 From N/A  

 To N/A 

 Captain N/A 

 Crew 3 

 Cargo N/A 

 Location St Tudwal’s Road 

 Cause Weather 

 Loss of life 0 

 Outcome Grounded and refloated at a later date 

Registered in Mercantile Navy List until 1926 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The schooner John Gibson was built and launched at Fleetwood Lancashire by Gibson in Jan 

1878 (Appendix A, B, C, D).  

• The schooner John Gibson sailed between ports S, SW, E, NW, NE coasts of England, S and N 

Wales, Ireland, N. Ireland, Scotland and occasionally Germany and France.  

• During her history the John Gibson was in a number of incidences at various locations (see 

Appendices). 

• On Oct 08th 1896 while anchored at St Tudwal’s Road Abersoch, the crew were rescued by the 

Abersoch Lifeboat “Oldham” during a severe storm.  

• Reports mention that the John Gibson was wrecked during the storm but research shows the 

John Gibson continued to sail and be registered until 1926.  

From newspaper articles the John Gibson was recorded:  

 

1878  

Jan 22: Launched at Fleetwood Lancashire (Appendix A). 

Feb 04-07: Sailed Fleetwood Lancashire for Belfast via Ayr Scotland, coal. 

Feb 22-23: Sailed Whiteabbey/Belfast for Ardrossan Scotland (M’Queen). 

Mar 09: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Belfast (M’Queen). 

Mar 12: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Whiteabbey/Belfast (M’Queen). 

Mar 26: Arrived Ardrossan Scotland from Belfast. 

Mar 30: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Runcorn Cheshire. 

May 29: Ran aground on Ballina Bar Ireland (Appendix E, F). 

Jun 21: Arrived Troon Scotland from Ballina Ireland. 

Jul 09: Arrived Belfast from Troon Scotland (M’Queen). 

Sep 10: Sailed Liverpool for Balbriggan Ireland (M’Queen). 

Oct 14: Sailed Britonferry Wales for Whiteabbey/Belfast (M’Queen). 

Nov 14: Sailed Ayr Scotland for Whiteabbey/Belfast (M’Queen). 

Nov 30: Arrived Ayr Scotland from Belfast (M’Queen). 

  

1879  

Jan 07: Arrived Ayr Scotland from Belfast. 

Jan 16: Arrived Douglas IOM from Ayr Scotland (M’Queen). 

Mar 04: Arrived Ayr Scotland from Belfast. 

Mar 21: Arrived Llanelli Wales from Ayr Scotland. 

May 24: Arrived Fraserburgh Scotland from Liverpool.   

Jun 06: Sailed Fraserburgh Scotland for Thurso (M’Queen). 

Jun 28: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Thurso. 

Jul 11: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Wisbech Cambridgeshire. 

Sep 04: Arrived Cruxhaven Germany from Helmsdale Scotland (M’Queen). 

Oct 03: Sailed Stornoway for Ayr Scotland. 

Oct 21: Arrived Douglas IOM from Ayr Scotland. 

  

1880  

Jan 16: Arrived Douglas IOM from Ayr Scotland. 

Apr 07: Arrived Liverpool from Workington Cumbria (M’Queen). 

Apr 27: Windbound at Penzance Cornwall from Newcastle for Waterford Ireland. 

May 17: Arrived Westonpoint Cheshire from Liverpool (M’Queen). 

Aug 04: Arrived Teignmouth Devon from Kennetpans Scotland. 

  

1881  

Mar 04: Windbound at Larne N. Ireland. Slip anchor and chain outside harbour. 

May 25: Arrived Holyhead Wales from Westonpoint Cheshire. 

Jun 11: Sailed Westonpoint Cheshire for Fraserburgh Scotland (M’Queen). 
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Jun 18: put in at Larne N. Ireland. 

Jul 08: Sailed Fraserburgh Scotland for Sunderland (M’Queen). 

Sep 28-Oct 04: Sailed Glasgow for Belfast via Liverpool (M’Queen). 

Oct 10: Sailed Belfast for Garston Liverpool (M’Queen). 

  

1882  

Feb 22: Sailed Liverpool for Isle Whithorn Scotland. 

Jun 29: Arrived Fraserburgh Scotland from Liverpool (M’Queen). 

Aug 16: Arrived Lowestoft Suffolk from Londonderry N. Ireland. 

Sep 18: Arrived Belfast from Liverpool. 

Sep 30: Sailed Belfast for Ardrossan Scotland. 

Oct 24: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Belfast. 

  

1883  

Jan 18: Sailed Ayr Scotland for Larne N. Ireland. 

Feb 05: Arrived Ayr Scotland from Larne N. Ireland. 

Feb 17: Sailed Ayr Scotland for Whiteabbey/Belfast. 

Apr 21: Arrived Ayr Scotland from Larne N. Ireland. 

Dec 30: Sailed Irvine Scotland for Garston Liverpool (M’Queen). 

  

1884  

Apr 19: Arrived Irvine Scotland from Whiteabbey/Belfast (M’Queen). 

May 06: Sailed Irvine Scotland for Islay Scotland (M’Queen). 

  

1887  

Jul 16: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Lerwick Scotland. 

Jul 23: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Teignmouth Devon. 

Aug 25-Sep 01: Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire (Williams). 

Sep 17: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Arbroath Scotland (Williams). 

Oct 21: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Arbroath Scotland. 

Oct 28: Sailed Shields Tyneside for Ireland via Fowey Cornwall (Williams). 

Nov 02: windbound at Harwich Essex. 

Dec 01: Arrived Newport Wales from Cork Ireland. 

Dec 30: Sailed Port Dinorwic Wales for Arbroath Scotland (Williams). 

  

1888  

Feb 10: Arrived Portsmouth from Arbroath Scotland (Williams). 

Feb 23: Sailed Portsmouth for London (Williams). 

Mar 05: arr Gravesend Kent. 

Mar 24: Sailed London for Newport Wales. 

Apr 16-21: Sailed Newport Wales for Par Cornwall. 

May 08-24: Sailed Par Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Jul 08: Arrived Poole Dorset from Sunderland (Williams). 

Jul 02: passed Deal Kent from North for West 

Jul 27: Sailed Poole Dorset for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Oct 27: Arrived Whitstable Kent from Ballina Ireland (Williams). 

Nov 15: Cleared London for Cork Ireland (Williams). 

Nov 16: anchored at Deal Kent. 

Dec 03-07: arr/dep Portland Dorset. 

  

1889  

Jan 12: Sailed Port Dinorwic Wales for Newcastle (Williams). 

Jan 20: Passed Lizard Cornwall eastwards. 

Jan 25: passed Dover Kent.  

Feb 18: Passed west of Dungeness Kent. 

Apr 01: Arrived Glasgow from Kidwelly Wales (Williams). 

Apr 06: Sailed Glasgow for Wicklow Ireland. 

Jun 25-Jul 11: Sailed Gravesend Kent for Duddon Cumbria. 
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Jul 01: passed west of Lizard Cornwall. 

Jul 13: Sailed Duddon Cumbria for Fleetwood Lancashire. 

Jul 18: Arrived Port Dinorwic Wales from Lancaster Lancashire. 

Aug 01: Sailed Port Dinorwic Wales for Lossiemouth Scotland. 

Aug 31: Sailed Middlesbrough for Swansea Wales (Williams). 

Sep 25-Oct 04: Sailed Swansea Wales for Yarmouth IOW (Williams). 

Sep 28: passed up Prawle Point Devon (Fleetwood). 

Oct 17: Arrived Rochester Kent from Yarmouth (Williams). 

Oct 24: Sailed Rochester Kent for Douglas IOM (Williams). 

  

1890  

Feb 07: Put in at Portland Dorset for Hull (Williams). 

Mar 18: Arrived Salcombe Devon from Hull. 

Mar 28-31: Sailed Salcombe Devon for Par Cornwall. 

Jun 07: Arrived London from Leith Scotland  

Jul 18: Arrived Lancaster Lancashire from London. 

Aug 20: Arrived Shields Tyneside from Middlesbrough. 

Sep 06: Sailed Shields Tyneside for St Ives Cornwall. 

Oct 07-08: Arrived and Sailed Yarmouth IOW for west. 

  

1892  

Sep 22: Sailed Holyhead Wales for Wexford Ireland.  

Nov 21-23: Sailed Liverpool for Bangor Wales. 

  

1894  

Jan 18: Arrived Newhaven E. Sussex from Bangor Wales via Falmouth Cornwall 

and Cowes IOW. 

Feb 19: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Newhaven E. Sussex. 

Feb 22: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Newport Wales. 

Mar 24: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Milford Haven Wales.  

Apr 05: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Grimsby Humberside.  

  

1896  

Feb 19: Arrived Garston Liverpool from Letterkenny Ireland. 

Jul 07: Arrived Glasgow from Castlehill Scotland in tow of Defiance tug. 

Aug 10: Anchored at Penzance Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

Sep 23: Sailed Holyhead Wales for Plymouth Devon. 

Oct 07-08: During a terrible storm many ships dropped anchor in Abersoch Bay, on 

the ‘roads’, but a number of them broke free and drifted at the mercy of 

the sea. One of them had her pumps broken and three of them drifted 

across Cardigan Bay ending up on Abererch beach. They were there for 

months until there was enough water to re-float them and get them back 

out to open sea. Reported names of the ships that were lost were the 

‘Gibson’ (Fleetwood), ‘Rare Plant’, ‘Mouse’ (Cardigan), John (Padstow), 

Tapaz (Milford Haven Wales) S. Scott (Newport Wales). 

 

The crew were picked up by the Abersoch Lifeboat “Oldham” on the 

morning of Oct 9th. 

Dec 02: Arrived Holyhead Wales. 

Dec 17: Sailed Holyhead Wales for Port Navas Cornwall.  

  

1897  

Feb 02: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Par Cornwall.  

Mar 03: Grounded at Swansea Wales during a storm (Appendix G). 

May 16: Arrived Ipswich Suffolk from Porthmadog Wales. 

May 27: Sailed Ipswich Suffolk for London.  

Jun 10: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Rochester Kent. 

Jul 27: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Lyme Regis Dorset. 
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Nov 26: At Dock in Cardiff from Newlyn Cornwall. 

Dec 04: Arrived Holyhead Wales from Cardiff.  

  

1898  

Jan 07: Arrived Port Dinorwic Wales from Caernarfon Wales.  

Feb 06: Arrived Bristol from Holyhead Wales (Thomas). 

May 10: Anchored in Torbay Devon. 

May 12: Passed west of Prawle Point Devon. 

May 20: Arrived Fleetwood Lancashire from Rochester Kent (Tildsley). 

May 27: Sailed Fleetwood Lancashire for Liverpool (Tildsley). 

Jun 03: Arrived Westonpoint Cheshire from Liverpool. 

Jun 04: Cleared Runcorn Cheshire for Baltasound Shetland. 

Jun 27: Sailed Irvine Scotland for Limerick Ireland (Stewart). 

Jul 10: Arrived Sunderland from Baltasound Shetland (Tilsley). 

Aug 12: Sailed London for Coleraine Ireland (Tildsley). 

Aug 19: arr Falmouth Cornwall. 

Sep 12: Arrived Caernarfon Wales from Coleraine N. Ireland (Kindsley). 

Sep 21: Sailed Caernarfon Wales for Newcastle (Kindsley). 

Oct 03: dep Falmouth Cornwall. 

Oct 25: Sailed Shields Tyneside for London. 

Nov 09: Sailed London for Plymouth Devon (Whiteside). 

Dec 03: Anchored in Torbay Devon. 

  

1899  

Jan 05-Feb 07: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Glasgow (Whiteside). 

Feb 24: Sailed Glasgow for Wicklow Ireland (Whiteside). 

May 23: Sailed Liverpool for Westport Ireland (Whiteside). 

Jun 25: Arrived Cardiff from Westport Ireland (Whiteside). 

Aug 21: Collided at Runcorn Cheshire (Appendix H). 

Oct 09: Arrived Dublin from Ellsemere Cheshire. 

Nov 01: Sailed Dublin for Garston Liverpool. 

Nov 20: Arrived Preston Lancashire from Letterkenny N. Ireland. 

Dec 09: Sailed Preston Lancashire for Moville Ireland (Whiteside). 

  

1900  

Jan 30: Arrived Preston Lancashire from Londonderry N. Ireland (Whitehead). 

Mar 01-03: Sailed Preston Lancashire for Swansea Wales (Whiteside). 

Mar 21: Sailed Swansea Wales for Calstock Cornwall. 

Apr 05: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Newhaven E. Sussex. 

Apr 19-29: Sailed Newhaven E. Sussex for Preston Lancashire (Whiteside). 

May 17-19: Sailed Preston Lancashire for Dundalk Ireland (Whiteside). 

May 25: Sailed Dundalk Ireland for Kilkeel N. Ireland (Whiteside). 

Aug 21-27: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Irvine Scotland. 

Sep 06-19: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon. 

Oct 01: Arrived Charlestown Cornwall from Plymouth Devon (Whiteside). 

Oct 08-12: Sailed Charlestown Cornwall for Rouen France (Whiteside). 

Oct 19: Sailed Rouen France for Cliffe Creek Kent (Whiteside). 

Oct 25: Passed up Southend Essex. 

Nov 20: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from London. 

Nov 24: Arrived Dublin from London. 

  

1901  

Feb 01: Sailed Holyhead Wales for Plymouth Devon (Thomas). 

Feb 24: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Plymouth Devon. 

Mar 06: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Port Navas Cornwall. 

Apr 09: Sailed Par Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Thomas). 

May 08-14: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall (Thomas). 

May 29: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 
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Jun 13: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Plymouth Devon. 

Jul 06-08: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Poole Dorset. 

Jul 25-Aug 06: Sailed Poole Dorset for Runcorn Cheshire (Thomas). 

Aug 20: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Fowey Cornwall (Thomas). 

Sep 24-30: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Gravesend Kent (Thomas). 

Oct 11: Sailed London for Devonport Devon (Thomas). 

Nov 10: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Preston Lancashire. 

Nov 30: Arrived Plymouth Devon from Preston Lancashire (Thomas). 

Dec 04: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Fowey Cornwall. 

Dec 17: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire (Thomas).  

Dec 19: arr Falmouth Cornwall from Par Cornwall. 

Dec 21: dep Falmouth Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

  

1902  

May 18: Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Penryn Cornwall. 

May 23: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for London. 

Aug 15: Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Falmouth Cornwall. 

Aug 30: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire. 

  

1903  

Jun 05: Escaped grounding off St Mawes Cornwall (Appendix I). 

Sep 22: Anchored in Thames. 

Oct 14: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from London. 

Nov 03-11: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Newport Wales (Davies). 

Nov 17: Sailed Newport Wales for Mevagissey Cornwall. 

Dec 02: Arrived Par Cornwall from Mevagissey Cornwall. 

  

1904  

Feb 01-27: Sailed London for Dungarvan Ireland (Davies). 

Mar 10: Sailed Dungarvan Ireland for Waterford Ireland (Davies). 

May 30: Arrived Swansea Wales from Southampton (Davies). 

Jun 09: Sailed Swansea Wales for Sandwich Kent. 

Jun 15: Passed Walmer Kent for North. 

Jul 11: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from London. 

Jul 13: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Pembroke Wales. 

Sep 06: Sailed London for Newport Wales (Davies). 

Sep 24: Sailed Newport Wales for Cardiff (Davies). 

Oct 29: Arrived Cardiff from Penryn Cornwall. 

Nov 15-19: Sailed Cardiff for Penzance Cornwall (Davies). 

Dec 13-21: Sailed London for Exeter Devon (Davies). 

  

1905  

Jan 18: Sailed Exmouth for Bideford Devon (Davey). 

Mar 05: Arrived Cowes IOW from Cardiff. 

Mar 31: Arrived Gravesend Kent from Cherbourg France. 

Apr 18: Anchored off Southend Essex. 

Jun 05: Arrived Faversham Kent from Saundersfoot Wales. 

Jul 10: Sailed Newport Wales for Pentewan Cornwall (Davies). 

Aug 04: Arrived Par Cornwall from Pentewan Cornwall (Davies). 

Aug 11: Arrived Gloucester from Par Cornwall, 120 tons china clay. 

Aug 30: Sailed Gloucester for Plymouth Devon, 165 tons salt. 

Sep 28: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Par Cornwall (Davies). 

Oct 05: Arrived London from Par Cornwall. 

Oct 18: Sailed Gravesend Kent for coast. 

Nov 15: Sailed Swansea Wales for Medina Mills IOW (Davies). 

Nov 28: arr Cowes IOW. 

Dec 08: Arrived Plymouth Devon from Cowes IOW (Davies). 
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1906  

Jan 10: Arrived Portsmouth from Plymouth Devon (Davies). 

Jan 17: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Portsmouth (Davies). 

Jan 20: Sailed Portsmouth for Redbridge/Southampton (Davies). 

Jan 26: Sailed Redbridge/Southampton for Newport Wales (Davies). 

May 05: Sailed London for Cardiff (Davies). 

Jun 04: Sailed Cardiff for Alderney Guernsey. 

Jul 06: Sailed Redbridge/Southampton for Newport Wales (Davies). 

Aug 05: Sailed Newport Wales for Calstock Cornwall (Davies). 

Sep 11: Sailed Hayle Cornwall for Newport Wales, cargo sand. 

Sep 19-24: Sailed Newport Wales for Falmouth Cornwall (Davies). 

Oct 18: Arrived Par Cornwall from Falmouth Cornwall (Davies). 

Nov 02: Arrived Gloucester from Par Cornwall (Davies), 155 tons of china clay. 

Nov 12: Sailed Gloucester for Ballinacurra Ireland (Davies). 160 tons coal. 

Dec 11: Arrived Newport Wales from Cork Ireland (Davies). 

Dec 28: Sailed Newport Wales for Plymouth Devon (Davies). 

  

1907  

Jan 16: Arrived Swansea Wales from Plymouth Devon. 

Feb 04: Arrived Plymouth Devon from Par Cornwall. 

Feb 23: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Plymouth Devon. 

Mar 02: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Hayle Cornwall. 

Mar 21-24: Sailed Hayle Cornwall for Swansea Wales, cargo old iron. 

Jun 08-13: Sailed Swansea Wales for Medina Mills/Cowes IOW (Davies). 

Jul 09: Arrived Gravesend Kent from coast. 

Jul 23-Aug 01: Sailed Gravesend Kent for Falmouth Cornwall. 

Oct 07: Arrived Penarth Wales from Falmouth Cornwall (Davies). 

Oct 23: Sailed Penzance Cornwall for Penryn Cornwall. 

Nov 25: Sailed Penarth Wales for Falmouth Cornwall. 

Dec 31: Arrived Cardiff from Falmouth Cornwall (Davies). 

  

1908  

Jan 10: Sailed Cardiff for Penryn Cornwall (Davies). 

Feb 04: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Porthoustock Cornwall. 

Feb 25: Anchored in Thames off Barking. 

Mar 04: Sailed London for Dungarvan Ireland (Davies). 

Apr 07: Arrived Par Cornwall from Dungarvan Ireland (Davies). 

Apr 15: Sailed Par Cornwall for London (Davies). 

Jun 05: Passed east of St Catherine Point IOW. 

Jul 03: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Truro Cornwall. 

Jul 19: Arrived Poole Dorset from Falmouth Cornwall (Davies). 

Aug 10: Sailed Poole Dorset for London (Davies). 

Sep 15: Put in at Portland Dorset from London for Truro Cornwall. 

Sep 18: Sailed Portland Dorset for Truro Cornwall. 

Oct 01-10: Sailed Truro Cornwall for Swansea Wales (Davies). 

Oct 26: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Swansea Wales. 

Oct 29: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Cowes IOW. 

Nov 21: Sailed Cowes IOW for Southampton (Davies). 

Dec 05: Arrived Cardiff from Fareham Hampshire (Davies). 

  

1909  

Jan 05: Sailed Cardiff for Plymouth Devon (Davies). 

Feb 12: Collided with inbound Ranzani (sch) at Gravesend Kent (Appendix J). 

Jul 21: Arrived Shoreham W. Sussex from Falmouth Cornwall (Harris). 

Aug 02-05: Sailed Shoreham W. Sussex for Devonport Devon (Davies). 

Aug 13: Sailed Plymouth Devon for Salcombe Devon (Davies). 

Aug 26-30: Sailed Salcombe Devon for Llanelli Wales (Davies). 

Sept 11: Sailed Llanelli Wales for Devoran Cornwall (Davies). 
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Oct 06: Sailed Par Cornwall for Gloucester (Davies). 

Oct 20: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Par Cornwall. 

Nov 03-06: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Gloucester.   

Nov 24: Arrived Lydney Gloucestershire from Gloucester (Davies). 

  

1910  

Mar 03: Collided with steamer Porthcawl off the Bull Light, Bristol Channel and 

sustained damage while sailing from Par Cornwall (Appendix K). 

Mar 09-10: Sailed Penarth Wales for Gloucester (Davies). 

Apr 20-21: Sailed Truro Cornwall for Falmouth Cornwall (Davies). 

May 16-21: Sailed Poole Dorset for Swansea Wales. 

Jun 02: Sailed Swansea Wales for Truro Cornwall. 

Jun 14: Arrived Par Cornwall from Falmouth Cornwall (Davies). 

Jun 24: Sailed Par Cornwall for Gloucester (Davies). 

Jul 14: Sailed Gloucester for Cahirciveen Ireland (Davies), 164 tons salt. 

Aug 16: Arrived Swansea Wales from Cahirciveen Ireland (Davies). 

Sep 01: Sailed Swansea Wales for Truro Cornwall. 

Sep 15: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Truro Cornwall. 

Oct 12-Nov 12: Sailed London for Bridgwater Somerset (Davies).  

Collision in the Thames (Appendix L, M). 

Oct 29: arr Falmouth Cornwall from London. 

Nov 19: Arrived Lydney Gloucestershire from Bridgwater Somerset (Davies). 

Dec 02: Sailed Lydney Gloucestershire for Cork Ireland (Davies). 

  

1912  

Jan 04: Arrived Cowes IOW from Newhaven E. Sussex. 

Jan 07-11: Sailed Cowes IOW for Falmouth Cornwall. 

Jan 31:  Arrived Penarth Wales from Par Cornwall. 

Feb 26: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Penryn Cornwall. 

Mar 17: Sailed Fowey Cornwall for Cardiff. 

Apr 08: Arrived Penarth Wales from Penryn Cornwall. 

Apr 16-18: Sailed Cardiff for Padstow Cornwall. 

Jul 16: Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Poole Dorset for Bristol. 

Aug 06: Sailed Bristol for Lydney Gloucestershire. 

Oct 16: Arrived Gloucester from Cork Ireland, 174 tons boiler tubes. 

Oct 29: Sailed Gloucester for Lydney Gloucestershire (Davies). 

 

No other newspaper reports for the John Gibson were found from 1913 onwards. 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 5 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the schooner John Gibson.  

From the information gathered the schooner John Gibson was a very active ship sailing 

predominately between ports S, SW, E, NW, NE coasts of England, S and N Wales, Ireland, N. 

Ireland, Scotland and occasionally Germany and France.  

With such a long record at sea a number of incidences involving the John Gibson were recorded. 

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. As with a number of other 

researches conducted, finding a listing of the captains of the John Gibson reduced the number of 

news articles to be reviewed. 
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Keyword: John Gibson, John Gibson M’Queen, John Gibson Davies, John Gibson Williams 

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?name=John+Gibson&year=1879&steamsail=Sail&s

ubmit=Enter 

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?shipsearch=John+Gibson&SearchType=Exact&submit=search 

http://shippingandshipbuilding.uk/view.php?year_built=1878&builder=&ref=227343&vessel=JOHN+GIBSON 

https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online 

https://newspapers.library.wales/ 

http://www.rhiw.com/y_mor/shipwrecks/llyn_shipwrecks/llyn_e.htm 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Launch Announcement of John Gibson, Jan 22 1878 
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Appendix B: Appropriation Book 1878, John Gibson 

 

 

 

Appendix C: Lloyd’s Registry 1879, John Gibson 

 

 

 

Appendix D: Mercantile Navy List 1879, John Gibson 
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Appendix E: Report of Grounding at Ballina, May 29 1878 

 

 

 

Appendix F: Statements on Grounding at Ballina, May 29 1878 
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Appendix G: Grounding at Swansea Wales, March 03 1897 

 

 

 

Appendix H: Collision at Runcorn Cheshire Aug 20 1899 

 

 

 

Appendix I: Near Wrecking at St Mawes Cornwall, June 1903 
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Appendix J: Collision at Gravesend Kent, Feb 11 1909 

 

 

Appendix K: Collision in Bristol Channel, March 05 1910 

 

 

Appendix L: Report of Collision in Thames Nov 1910 

 

 

Appendix M: Salvage Proceeds Announcement Nov 1910 

 
 


