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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the steamship SS Kirkby built at 

Stockton on Tees Teeside in 1891.  

In December 1895, the crew of the SS Kirkby was involved in the rescue of the crew from a 

German barque off the east coast of the United States. For their gallantry efforts the crew 

received a number of gallantry awards.  

On August 17 1915, the SS Kirkby sailing from Barry Wales to Manchester with a cargo of coal 

was stopped by the German U-boat U-38 approximately 23 miles WSW of Bardsey Island. The 

crew abandoned the SS Kirkby which was then torpedoed and sunk by the U-38. 

A wreck, believed to be the SS Kirkby, was examined by HMS Beagle in November 1980 and 

again in July 1981. 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

4 
 

2.1 Tables of Contents                        Page No. 

1.0 Abstract ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 3 

2.0 Index --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 4 

2.1 Table of Contents ------------------------------------------------------------- 4 

2.2 List of Tables ------------------------------------------------------------------ 4 

2.3 List of Figures ----------------------------------------------------------------- 4 

2.4 Contributors ------------------------------------------------------------------- 4 

2.5 Abbreviations ----------------------------------------------------------------- 5 

2.6       Appendices -------------------------------------------------------------------- 5 

3.0 Introduction -------------------------------------------------------------------- 6 

4.0 Background --------------------------------------------------------------------- 7 

5.0 Research Methodology --------------------------------------------------------- 8 

6.0 Results --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 9 

7.0 Analysis ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 10 

8.0  Conclusions & Recommendations -------------------------------------------- 20 

9.0 References ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 21 

9.1 Online WebPages ---------------------------------------------------------- 21 

9.2 Personal Correspondences ------------------------------------------------ 21 

 

 

2.2 List of Tables   

Table 1.  Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database --------------------------------- 7 

Table 2.  SS Kirkby (Steamship) Specification and History -------------------------------- 9 

Table 3.  U-38 (U-boat) Specification and History ----------------------------------------- 19 

 

 

2.3   List of Figures   

Front Page: 1891 Cargo Ship Built by Roper & Sons --------------------------------------- 1 

Fig. 1:         Reported Location of the Sinking of the SS Kirkby --------------------------- 7 

 

 

2.4 Contributors 

Ian Cundy MADU Archaeological Diving Unit,  

Nautical Archaeology Society (Regional co-ordinator for Wales) 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

5 
 

2.5  Abbreviations 

MADU  Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit 

MNL Mercantile Navy List 

LR Lloyds’ Registry 

 

 

2.6  Appendices 

Appendix A: Ropner and Sons Ltd Shipyard, Stockton on Tees ----------------------- 22 

 

Appendix B: Appropriation Book 1891, SS Kirkby -------------------------------------

---- 

22 

 

Appendix C: Mercantile Navy Listing 1892, SS Kirkby ---------------------------------

---- 

23 

 

Appendix D: Lloyd’s Register 1893, SS Kirkby -----------------------------------------

---- 

23 

 

Appendix E: Report of Naval Inquest, Aug 15 1893 ----------------------------------- 24 

 

Appendix F: Reported Damage to SS Kirkby, 1893 ------------------------------------ 24 

 

Appendix G: Report for Compensation Claim from Collision with H.M. Forth --------- 25 

 

Appendix H: Report on Agreement for Compensation Payment ---------------------- 25 

 

Appendix I: Rescue of Crew from German Barque, Dec 15 1895 --------------------- 26 

 

Appendix J: Presentation for Gallantry at Sea Medals, May 22 1896------------------ 27 

 

Appendix K: Presentation on Behalf of German Government, Jan 15 1897 ---------- 28 

 

Appendix L: Sale of Shares in SS Kirkby, March 1899---------------------------------

---- 

29 

 

Appendix M: Report on Damage from Atlantic Storm, Dec 2 1908 -------------------- 29 

 

Appendix N: Salvage Claim, Dec 8 1909 ------------------------------------------------ 30 

 

Appendix O: U-Boat U-38 on Patrol ----------------------------------------------------- 31 

 

Appendix P: Report on Crew Rescue, Aug 15 1915 ------------------------------------ 31 

 

Appendix Q: Lloyd’s Casualty Listing 1915, SS Kirkby --------------------------------- 32 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

6 
 

3.0 Introduction 

The steamship SS Kirkby was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history covering WW1. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel 
Type 

Matls Ref. 

17/08/1915 Kirkby Off Bardsey Island 23mi, WSW Captured and sunk by U-38 Stm stl RHIW / 
COF 

On August 17 1915, the SS Kirkby sailing from Barry Wales to Manchester with a cargo of coal 

was stopped by the German U-boat U-38 approximately 23 miles WSW of Bardsey Island. The 

crew abandoned the SS Kirkby which was then torpedoed and sunk by the U-38. 

 

Fig 1: Reported Location of the Sinking of the SS Kirkby   
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – SS Kirkby 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of Kirkby in MNL 1892 and LR 1892  

 

Using Google and Keyword, Kirkby,  

Found websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Sinking of  

SS Kirkby (Steamship) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: SS Kirkby (Steamship) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s SS Kirkby 

 Type Steamship 

  General Cargo 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 08/07/1891 

  Delivered: 08/1891 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder Ropner and Sons Ltd 

  Stockton on Tees; Yard #: 262 

Construction Materials  Steel 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads 5 

 Others p/deck 33ft, q/deck 98ft, a/deck 184ft 

Propulsion Type Steam 

 Details Single screw 

Engine Details T3cyl. Engine S/N. 1101  

  23, 38, 62.5 x 42in 

  H.P: 256 nhp 

  Blair & Co. Ltd. 

 Boilers 2   

Drive Type Propeller 

 Number 1 

Dimensions Length 315 ft        0 ins      m 

 Beam 40ft         5 ins m 

 Draught  20 ft        2 ins m 

Tonnage Gross 3034 grt 

 Net 1976 nrt 

Owner First R. Ropner & Co., West Hartlepool 

Registry Port West Hartlepool 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 98517 

 Code M.G.P.H 

History Routes U.K, Europe, Baltic, Mediterranean, Black Sea, East 

Coast North America, Gulf of Mexico, South Africa, 

Brazil, South and S.E Asia 

 Cargo General 

Final Voyage From Barry, Wales 

 To Manchester 

 Captain A. R. Spenoe 

 Crew 24 

 Passengers 0 

 Cargo Coal 

 Date 17/08/1915 

 Location 23 miles WSW of Bardsey Island 

 Cause Captured by U-38 and scuttled 

 Loss of life 0 

 Outcome Sunk. A wreck, believed to be the SS KIRKBY, was 

examined by HMS BEAGLE in November 1980 and again 

in July 1981. 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The steamship SS Kirkby was built at Stockton on Tees in 1891 by Ropner and Sons Ltd 

(Appendix A), for R. Ropner & Co., West Hartlepool (Appendix B, C, D). 

• the SS Kirkby conducted trade between the U.K, Europe, Baltic, Mediterranean, Black Sea, East 

Coast North America, Gulf of Mexico, South Africa, Brazil, South and S.E Asia. 

• Aug 19 1893, the SS Kirkby was struck by H.M Forth near Plymouth. The damage was so 

severe the SS Kirkby was luck not to sink (Appendix E, F). 

• Dec 15 1895, the crew of the SS Kirkby were involved in the rescue of the crew of a German 

Barque off the East Coast of the U.S.A (Appendix I). For their bravery they received a number 

of gallantry awards including one from the German government (Appendix J, K). 

• On Aug 17 1915, the SS Kirkby was stopped by the German U-boat U-38. (Appendix O) The 

crew abandoned and the SS Kirkby was sunk by torpedoes (Appendix P, Q). 

• A wreck, believed to be the SS KIRKBY, was examined by HMS BEAGLE in November 1980 and 

again in July 1981. The wreck is reported to lie broken up and collapsed, lying with its keel 

orientated approximately east-west (reports vary from 045/290 degrees to115/295 degrees). 

   From newspaper the SS Kirkby was recorded:  

 

1891  

Aug 15: Arrived in the Tyne from the Tees. 

Sep 16: Arrived Odessa from Genoa. 

Oct 14: Arrived Rotterdam from Odessa.  

Oct 01: dep Malta. 

Oct 07: dep Gibraltar. 

Oct 25-27: Sailed Rotterdam for Cardiff. 

Nov 02-Dec 04: Sailed Cardiff for Colombo. 

Nov 14: dep Port Said. 

  

1892  

Jan 18: Passed Aden. 

Feb 12-18: Sailed Barcelona for Cartagena Spain. 

Mar 11: Sailed Cardiff for Calcutta. 

Jun 03-Jul 06: Sailed Calcutta for Hamburg. 

Jun 17: Passed Port Said. 

Jun 21: dep Malta. 

Jul 05: grounded in the Eibe and refloated. 

Jul 17-21 Sailed Hamburg for Cardiff. 

Jul 27-Sep 05: Sailed Barry Wales for Singapore.  

Aug 11: arr Port Said. 

Sep 13-21: Sailed Singapore for Chittagong. 

Oct 12-Nov 22: Sailed Chittagong for Dundee, cargo jute. 

Nov 03: arr Port Said. 

Nov 13/14: arr/dep Gibraltar. 

Dec 01-05: Sailed Dundee for Barry Wales. 

Dec 11-Jan 14 1893: Sailed Barry Wales for Bombay. 

Dec 27: arr Port Said. 

  

1893  

Jan 23-Feb 07: Sailed Bombay for Rangoon. 

Feb 19-Apr 07: Sailed Rangoon for Flensburg Germany. 

Mar 14: arr Suez. 

Mar 21: arr Malta. 

Apr 01: arr Portland, pick up coal and sailed for Flensburg Germany. 
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Apr 05: passed east of Hirtshals Denmark.  

Apr 22-25: Sailed Flensburg Germany for Shields. 

Apr 30-May 12: Sailed Newcastle for Genoa. 

May 20-22: Sailed Genoa for Cartagena Spain. 

May 27-Jun 16: Sailed Cartagena Spain for Philadelphia PA. 

Jun 22-27: Passed out Delaware Breakwater for Beaufort SC via Coosaw SC. 

Jul 17-Aug 04: Sailed Philadelphia PA for Plymouth Devon. 

Aug 12: SS Kirkby sailing for Rotherham was rammed by the cruiser Forth off 

The Start, Devonport. The Forth towed SS Kirkby to Plymouth. 

Aug 14: A naval court of inquiry was held on board the Forth on the collision. 

Aug 19: The SS Kirkby was taken into G.W.R dry docks in Plymouth for 

repairs after offloading her cargo at Cattewater. Damage to the SS 

Kirkby included a 25ft gash. On the bottom of the hull and just 

above the bilges a hole about 6ft square thought to be where the 

Forth first stuck the SS Kirkby. The engines which had been 

submerged for almost a week were little damaged but the boiler 

room was a wreck. The port boiler had been forced forward off its 

bearings by 18in and the starboard boiler was leaking badly. 

 

The Forth penetrated the SS Kirkby to the extent of 22 ft and it is 

difficult to understand how the SS Kirkby did not sink An engineer 

and stoker somehow escaped the damage. (Appendix E, F). 

Sep 26-Oct 23: Sailed Newcastle for Savannah GA 

Nov 09-28: Sailed Savannah GA for Liverpool. 

Nov 13: at 37N 71W passed a burning schooner apparently been set 

on fire, foremast standing, staystill in tatters. 

Dec 18: Arrived Barry Wales from Liverpool. 

Dec 24: Sailed Barry Wales for Colombo. 

  

1894  

Jan 04-Jan 29: Passed Malta for Colombo. 

Jan 08: arr Port Said. 

Jan 28: arr Galle Sri Lanka. 

Feb 22-Apr 10: Sailed Rangoon for Bremerhaven. 

Feb 24: SS Kirkby ashore at Bassein Krishna Lightship Burma but 

came off unassisted and proceeded to Diamond Island Burma 

Mar 26: arr/dep Malta. 

Apr 07: arr Portland for coal and sailed for Bremerhaven. 

Mar 26: Roper & Sons file for compensation from the Navy (Appendix G). 

Apr 21: Sailed Bremerhaven for Newcastle. 

May 12: Sailed Newcastle for Madras. 

May 29: arr Port Said. 

May 24: Compensation between Navy and Roper & Sons (Appendix H). 

Jul 03: Arrived Bassein Burma 

Jul 26-Sep 04: Sailed Bassein Burma for Zaandam Netherlands, 4200 tons of rice. 

Aug 16: arr/dep Suez/Port Said. 

Aug 22: arr/dep Malta. 

Sep 17: Arrived West Hartlepool from Zaandam Netherlands. 

Sep 18-Oct 03: Sailed West Hartlepool for Savannah GA. 

Nov 04-25: Sailed Savannah GA for Bremerhaven. 

Dec 03-07: Sailed Bremerhaven for Cardiff. 

Dec 15-Jan 18 1895: Sailed Cardiff for Cape Town. 

  

1895  

Feb 06: Sailed Cape Town for Akyab Burma. 

Mar 22: Sailed Akyab Burma.  

May 09: Passed Constantinople for Nicolaev Ukraine. 

May 16: Arrived Odessa Ukraine from Fiume Croatia. 
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May 21-Jun 08: Sailed Odessa Ukraine for Rotterdam. 

Jun 22: Sailed Tyne for Barcelona. 

Jul 11: Sailed Barcelona. 

Aug 05: Arrived Newport Wales for Rotterdam. 

Sep 03-11: Sailed Leghorn Italy for Poti Georgia. 

Oct 02-Nov 06: Sailed Poti Georgia for Philadelphia PA. 

Nov 10: Sailed Philadelphia PA for Wilmington NC. 

Dec 10: Sailed Wilmington NC for Bremerhaven Germany. 

Dec 15-Jan 05 1896: At 7am sighted the German barque Bremerhaven in distress and 

sinking quickly. 

 

At 8am a lifeboat with 6 men was launched and a line was attached 

from the Bremerhaven to the lifeboat by a crewman from the 

Bremerhaven jumping overboard with the rope. Two further 

crewmen were saved before the line broke and the lifeboat retune to 

the SS Kirkby. 

 

At noon the lifeboat with launched with 5 men. Again a crew 

member of the Bremerhaven jumped overboard with a rope and the 

remaining crew of the Bremerhaven transferred to the lifeboat. In all 

15 men were saved. Shortly after the last crew member was rescued 

the Bremerhaven sank. 

 

Attempts to save the Bremerhaven prior to sinking had lasted 3 full 

days. 

 

The SS Kirkby proceeded to St Michael MD for provisions and coal. 8 

crew members of the Bremerhaven were taken aboard as crew on 

an English ship bound for Java. The remaining crew stayed on the 

SS Kirkby which continued its voyage to Bremerhaven. After 

discharging at Bremerhaven the SS Kirkby sailed for Barry Wales 

Dock. 

  

1896  

Jan 05: Arrived Bremerhaven from Wilmington NC. 

Jan 11-15: Sailed Bremerhaven for Cardiff. 

Jan 18-Feb 21: Sailed Barry Wales for Colombo. 

Feb 02: arr Port Said. 

Mar 19-May 02: Sailed Bassein Burma for Bremerhaven. 

Mar 25: arr Colombo. 

Apr 11/13: arr/dep Suez/Port Said. 

May 16-20: Sailed Bremerhaven for Barry Wales. 

May 22: Presentations for Gallantry at Sea were awarded to the crew of the 

SS Kirkby in Cardiff. 

May 23-Jul 26: Sailed Barry Wales for Surabaya Java via Djibouti. 

Jun 08: arr Port Said. 

Aug 18-Oct 27: Sailed Java for New York. 

Sep 20/21: arr/dep Suez/Port Said. 

Oct 25/27: arr/dep Delaware. 

Dec 06: Sailed Savannah GA for Bremerhaven. 

  

1897  

Jan 06-10: Sailed Bremerhaven for Cardiff. 

Jan 14: Presentation of watches from German Government to the captain, 

first and second mates for saving crew of German barque 

Bremerhaven. 

Jan 19-Feb 24: Sailed Cardiff for Colombo. 

Feb 03: arr/dep Port Said. 
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Mar 03-10: Sailed Colombo for Moulmein Burma. 

Mar 31-May 16: Sailed Moulmein Burma for Antwerp. 

Apr 25/26: arr/dep Suez/Port Said. 

May 25-28: Sailed Antwerp for Cardiff. 

May 31-Jun 11: Sailed Barry Wales for Leghorn Italy. 

Jun 20-Jul 10: Sailed Leghorn Italy for St John NB. 

Jun 24: arr/dep Gibraltar. 

Jul 28-Aug 14: Sailed St John NB for Dublin. 

Aug 25: Sailed Dublin for Barry Wales. 

Aug 28-Sep 16: Sailed Barry Wales for Baltimore MD. 

Sep 22-Oct 10: Sailed Baltimore MD for Havre France. 

Oct 21-22: Sailed Havre France for Barry Wales. 

Oct 23-Nov 14: Sailed Barry Wales for Wilmington NC. 

Dec 02-19: Sailed Wilmington NC for Bremerhaven. 

Dec 24: Sailed Bremerhaven for Barry Wales via Falmouth for coal. 

  

1898  

Jan 01-02: Sailed Falmouth Cornwall for Barry Wales. 

Jan 13: Sailed Barry Wales for Colombo. 

Jan 29: arr Port Said. 

Feb 06/13: arr/dep Aden. 

Mar 09-Apr 23: Sailed Bassein Burma for Bremerhaven. 

Apr 02: arr Suez. 

Apr 13: arr/dep Gibraltar. 

Apr 30-May 22: Sailed Bremerhaven for Philadelphia PA via Hamburg. 

May 26-Jun 15: Sailed Philadelphia PA for Rotterdam. 

Jun 23: Sailed Rotterdam for Baltimore MD. 

Jul 15-Aug 06: Sailed Baltimore MD for Copenhagen. 

Aug 20: Sailed Copenhagen for West Hartlepool. 

Aug 28- Sep 17: Sailed West Hartlepool for New York. 

Aug 29: passed Dunnet Head Northern Scotland. 

Sep 27: Sailed New York for Avonmouth Bristol. 

Oct 23: Damaged after collision between Collier and Morning Star in 

Avonmouth dock. 

Sailed Avonmouth Bristol for Barry Wales. 

Oct 25-Nov 12: Sailed Barry Wales for Philadelphia PA via New York. 

Nov 17-Dec 09: Sailed Philadelphia PA for Antwerp. 

Dec 07: arr Portland Dorset for coal. 

Dec 18: Sailed Antwerp for Cardiff. 

  

1899  

Jan 06-18: Sailed Barry Wales for Spezia Italy. 

Jan 27-Mar 02: Sailed Spezia Italy for Rangoon. 

Feb 06: dep Suez. 

Mar 01: Sale of 1/64 share in SS Kirkby by auction (Appendix L). 

Mar 10-Apr 24: Sailed Rangoon for Constantinople. 

Mar 29: arr/dep Aden. 

Apr 07: dep Suez. 

Apr 14: dep Alexandria. 

Apr 24: arr Constantinople. 

Apr 25-May 02: Sail Constantinople for Taganrog Russia. 

May 05-Jun 08: Sailed Taganrog Russia for Ijmuiden Netherlands. 

Jun 15-19: Sailed Amsterdam for Cardiff. 

Jun 19: collided with Norwegian barque Amundsen near Royal 

Sovereign Light. Proceeded to Cardiff. 

Jun 27-Jul 05: Sailed Cardiff for Las Palmas Canary Islands. 

Jul 29: Arrived Philadelphia PA from Las Palmas Canary Islands. 

Aug 02-23: Sailed Philadelphia PA for Copenhagen. 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

14 
 

Sep 02: Sailed Copenhagen for Sunderland. 

Sep 13: Sailed Sunderland for Marseille. 

Oct 04: Sailed Marseilles for  Savannah GA. 

Nov 13: Sailed Savannah GA for Bremerhaven. 

Dec 10-14: Sailed Bremerhaven for Barry Wales. 

  

1900  

Jan 01-09/10-19: Sailed Barry Wales - St Michael’s Azores – Cardiff. 

Feb 09: Arrived Savannah GA from Barry Wales. 

Mar 01-24: Sailed Savannah GA for Bremerhaven. 

Mar 31: Sailed Bremerhaven for Hull. 

Apr 08-May 19: Sailed Hull for Natal South Africa. 

May 01: arr Table Bay. 

Jun 04-Jun 28: Sailed Natal South Africa for Batavia Java. 

Jun 29-Jul 01: Sailed Batavia Java for Surabaya Java. 

Jul 28: Sailed Surabaya Java for Probolinggo Java. 

Jul 31-Oct 19: Sailed Probolinggo Java for Boston MA. 

Aug 07/08: arr/dep Padang Sumatra. 

Sep 08/10: arr/dep Suez/Port Said. 

Sep 22: dep Gibraltar after picking up coal. 

Nov 02-21: Sailed Boston MA for London. 

Nov 30-Dec 04: Sailed London for Cardiff. 

Dec 20: Sailed Barry Wales for Colombo. 

  

1901  

Jan 08: Passed Suez for Colombo. 

Feb 06-13: Sailed Colombo for Rangoon. 

May 22: Arrived Hamburg from Colombo. 

Mar 27/29: arr/dep Suez/Port Said. 

Apr 08/11: arr/dep Jaffa Israel. 

Apr 11/12: arr/dep Beirut Lebanon. 

Apr 13: arr Tripoli Lebanon. 

Apr 20/30: arr/dep Odessa Ukraine. 

May 13: arr Gibraltar. 

Jun 04-08: Sailed Hamburg for Cardiff. 

Jun 21-29: Sailed Cardiff for Madeira. 

Jul 09-25: Sailed Madeira for Philadelphia PA. 

Aug 03-23: Sailed Philadelphia PA for Havre France. 

Aug 31: Arrived Barry Wales from Havre France. 

Sep 12-Oct 08: Sailed Barry Wales for Nicolaev Ukraine.  

Sep 28: dep Malta. 

Oct 12-Nov 06: Sailed Nicolaev Ukraine for Antwerp. 

Oct 13/15: arr/dep Odessa Ukraine. 

Nov 15-18: Sailed Antwerp for Cardiff. 

Nov 25-Dec 01: Sailed Cardiff for Madeira. 

Dec 18: Sailed Madeira for Odessa Ukraine. 

  

1902  

Mar 05: Sailed Copenhagen. 

Aug 22: Arrived at Garrucha. 

  

1903  

Aug 07: Sailed Shields for Palermo Italy. 

Sep 01-10: Sailed Palermo Italy for Nicolaev Ukraine. 

Sep 17-Oct 14: Sailed Nicolaev Ukraine for Bremerhaven. 

Sep 22: dep Theodosia Ukraine. 

Oct 04: arr/dep Gibraltar. 

Oct 25: Arrived Emden Germany from Bremerhaven. 
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Oct 30: Sailed Emden Germany for Shields. 

Nov 07-19: Sailed Shields for Marseilles. 

Nov 27-Dec 21: Sailed Marseilles for Rotterdam via Pomaron Portugal. 

Dec 30-Jan 02 1904: Sailed Rotterdam for Cardiff. 

  

1904:  

Jan 06-20: Sailed Barry Wales for Savona Italy. 

Jan 11 at 40.37N 9.18W passed wreckage including a lifeboat with 

the name Cygnet, London. The Cygnet had been reported missing.  

Jan 26-Feb 08: Sailed Savona Italy for Nicolaev Ukraine. 

Feb 12-Mar 13: Sailed Nicolaev Ukraine for Larvik Norway. 

Mar 03: arr Gibraltar. 

Mar 10: arr Portland for coal. 

Mar 24: Arrived Copenhagen. 

Mar 31-Apr 01: Arrived Shields from Copenhagen. 

Apr 06-May 20: Sailed Newcastle for Cape Town. 

Apr 08/13 arr/dep Leith. 

Jun 30-Aug 08: Sailed Karachi for Dunkirk. 

Jul 19-21: arr/dep Suez/Port Said. 

Aug 14-16: Sailed Dunkirk for Barry Wales. 

Aug 28-Sep 25: Sailed Cardiff for Cape Town. 

Oct 09: Sailed Cape Town for Karachi. 

Nov 05-Dec 13: Sailed Karachi for Hamburg. 

Nov 19-20: arr/dep Suez/Port Said. 

Dec 03: arr/dep Gibraltar. 

Dec 23-27: Sailed Hamburg for Cardiff. 

  

1905  

Jan 03-Feb 06: Sailed Barry Wales for Cape Town. 

Feb 02: 28 21S 13 28E passed a large round top or can buoy which 

appeared to have been in the water a long-time. 

Mar 10: Sailed Colombo for Bassein Burma. 

Mar 31: Sailed Bassein Burma. 

Apr 25-26: arr/dep Suez/Port Said. 

May 12-17: Sailed Fiume Croatia for Laurium Greece via Athens.  

May 23-Jun 09: Sailed Laurium Greece for Antwerp. 

May 25: arr/dep Malta. 

May 28: swamped by huge seas resulting in losing the #1 hold 

tarpaulin and water entering the hold. 

Jun 22: Arrived Shields from Antwerp. 

Jun 27-Jul 10: Sailed Shields for Savona Italy. 

Jul 19-Aug 24: Sailed Savona Italy for Baltimore MD. 

Aug 02: dep Garrucha Spain. 

Aug 30-Sep 06: Sailed Baltimore MD for Port Tampa FL. 

Sep 19-Oct 25: Sailed Port Tampa FL for Stettin Poland. 

Oct 09: 43.21N 35W, passed French schooner Hirondelle steering 

east with loss of fore topmast. 

Oct 22: dep Holtenau Germany (Baltic Canal). 

Oct 30-Nov 03: Sailed Stettin Poland for Shields. 

Nov 10-14: Sailed Shields for Cardiff. 

Nov 16-24: Sailed Barry Wales for Las Palmas Canary Islands. 

Dec 19: Arrived Baltimore MD from Las Palmas Canary Islands. 

Dec 23: Sailed Baltimore MD for Stettin Poland. 

  

1906  

Jan 06-Jan 23: Put into Fayal Azores from Baltimore MD for Stettin Poland with 

chocked pumps. 

Jan 16/17: arr/dep Dartmouth Devon. 
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Jan 21: passed Holtenau (Baltic Canal). 

Feb 06: Arrived Shields from Stettin Poland. 

Feb 14-Mar 05: Sailed Newcastle for Alexandria. 

Mar 18: Sailed Alexandria for Gemlik Turkey. 

Mar 27-May 15: Sailed Genichesk Ukraine for New York. 

Apr 06: dep Macri Turkey. 

Apr 21: dep St Michael’s Azores. 

Jun 02-Jul 03: Sailed Tampa FL for Stettin Poland. 

Jul 06-10: Sailed Stettin Poland for Shields. 

Jul 23-Aug 03: Sailed Shields for Barcelona. 

Aug 16-Sep 08: Sailed Barcelona for Port Tampa FL. 

Sep 16-Oct 15: Sailed Port Tampa FL for Stettin Poland. 

Oct 14: passed Holtenau Germany (Baltic Canal). 

Oct 22-31: Sailed Stettin Poland for Greenock. 

Nov 08-Dec 06: Sailed Greenock for Rio de Janeiro. 

Nov 17: passed Madeira 

Dec 21-Jan 14 1907: Sailed Rio de Janerio for New Orleans LA. 

  

1907  

Feb 02-Mar 14: Sailed New Orleans LA for Aarhus Denmark with cargo of cotton.  

Feb 03-09: ran aground near the mouth of the Mississippi. Refloated 

with minor damage and proceeded. 

Mar 21: Sailed Aarhus Denmark for Esbjerg Denmark with remaining cargo. 

Mar 27: Sailed Esbjerg Denmark for Shields. 

Apr 14: Sailed Shields for Savona Italy. 

Apr 30- May 03: Sailed Savona Italy for Thessaloniki Greece. 

May 10-13: Sailed Thessaloniki Greece for Sulina Romania.  

Jun 05-Jun 26: Sailed Sulina Romania for Antwerp. 

Jul 06-07: Sailed Antwerp for Shields. 

Jul 12: Sailed Shields for Salerno Italy. 

Jul 25: arr Castellamare Sicily. 

Aug 11-19: Sailed Salerno Italy for Mariupol Ukraine. 

Aug 30-Sep 29: Sailed Mariupol Ukraine for Rotterdam. 

Sep 01: arr Yenikale Turkey. 

Sep 08: dep Kerch Ukraine. 

Oct 24-25: Sailed Rotterdam for Shields. 

Nov 16-Nov 27: Sailed Shields for Palermo Italy. 

Dec 11-Jan 09 1908: Sailed Palermo Italy for Port Tampa FL. 

  

1908  

Jan 19-Feb 20: Sailed Port Tampa FL for Stettin Poland. 

Feb 16: dep Dartmouth Devon. 

Feb 29-Mar 03: Sailed Stettin Poland for Shields. 

Mar 12-Mar 24: Sailed Shields for Leghorn Italy. 

Mar 30-Apr 06: Sailed Leghorn Italy for Huelva Spain. 

Apr 28-May 24: Sailed Huelva Spain for Gulfport MS. 

Jun 06: Arrive Mobile AL from Gulfport MS. 

Jun 20-Jul 17: Sailed Mobile AL for Hamburg. 

Jul 29-Aug 05: Sailed Hamburg for Glasgow via Amsterdam. 

Aug 17-Sep 16: Sailed Glasgow for Rio de Janeiro. 

Sep 30-Oct 23: Sailed Rio de Janeiro for Port Tampa FL. 

Oct 31-Dec 15: Sailed Port Tampa FL for Stettin Poland with cargo of phosphate. 

Nov 24: at 57N 21W about 400 miles WSW of the Butt of Lewis the 

SS Kirkby suffered severe damage after being hit by a roué wave. 

Several crew members were also injures. 

Dec 01: arr at Stornoway for repairs (Appendix M). 

Dec 08: dep Stornoway for Stettin Poland after temporary repairs. 

Dec 22-28: Sailed Stettin Poland for Shield. 
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1909  

Jan 10-31: Sailed Shields for Alexandria. 

Feb 14-Mar 22: Sailed Constantinople for Brake Germany via Theodosia Greece. 

Mar 12: arr/dep Gibraltar. 

Mar 27-29: Sailed Brake Germany for Shields. 

Apr 02-15: Sailed Shields for Savona Italy. 

May 06-15: Sailed Savona Italy for Nicolaev Ukraine. 

May 27-Jun 16: Sailed Nicolaev Ukraine for Rouen France. 

Jun 23-26: Sailed Rouen France for Sunderland. 

Jul 02-09: Sailed Sunderland for Lisbon. 

Jul 16-Aug 29: Sailed Lisbon for Port Inglis FL in ballast. 

Jul 22: suffered broken tail shaft and attempted to repair.  

Aug 1: spotted the British steamer Belgian which towed SS Kirkby. 

Aug 06: arr Fayal Portugal in tow. 

Aug 13: dep Fayal after repairs. 

Sep 09-Oct 13: Sailed Port Inglis FL for Stettin Poland with cargo of phosphates. 

Oct 13: grounded in the Danzig Poland. Successfully refloated. 

Oct 25-29: Sailed Stettin Poland for Shields. 

Nov 04-22: Sailed Newcastle for Ancona Italy. 

Dec 04-10: Sailed Ancona Italy for Sulina Romania.  

Dec 07: arr Syracuse Sicily. 

Dec 09: £2000 awarded for salvage services by the Belgian (Appendix N). 

Dec 17-Jan 06 1910: Sailed Sulina Romania for Antwerp. 

Dec 23: dep Malta. 

  

1910  

Jan 16-21: Sailed Antwerp for Newport Wales. 

Jan 26-Feb 08: Sailed Newport Wales for Naples. 

Feb 14-23: Sailed Naples for Nicolaev Ukraine. 

Mar 03-26: Sailed Nicolaev Ukraine for Manchester. 

Apr 03-04: Sailed Manchester for Swansea. 

Apr 12-May 12: Sailed Swansea for Rio de Janeiro. 

Jun 01-Jul 03: Sailed Rio de Janeiro for Barry Wales. 

Jun 23: arr/dep Las Palmas Canary Islands. 

Jul 12-28: Sailed Barry Wales for Venice. 

Aug 09-16: Sailed Venice for Sulina Romania. 

Sep 01-22: Sailed Sulina Romania for Antwerp. 

Oct 02: Sailed Antwerp for Newcastle. 

Oct 04-23: Sailed Shields for Mariupol Ukraine. 

Nov 07-Dec 04: Sailed Mariupol Ukraine for Manchester. 

Nov 23: arr Gibraltar. 

Nov 24: aground and refloated at Gibraltar. 

Dec 16: Sailed Manchester for Cardiff. 

Dec 25: Sailed Cardiff for Alexandria. 

  

1911  

Jan 26-Feb 17: Sailed Alexandria for Bremerhaven. 

Feb 25-Mar 03: Sailed Bremerhaven for Barry Wales. 

Mar 17-Apr 07: Sailed Barry Wales for Alexandria. 

Apr 11-17: Sailed Alexandria for Varna Bulgaria. 

Apr 23: Passed Constantinople for Antwerp. 

May 18: Sailed Antwerp for Tyne. 

May 26-Jun 08: Sailed Tyne for Salerno Italy. 

Jun 24: Arrived Huelva Spain.  

Aug 03: Arrived Philadelphia PA. 

Aug 24: Sailed Baltimore MD for Tampa FL. 

Sep 23-Oct 27: Sailed Tampa FL for Helsingborg Sweden. 

Nov 02-12: Sailed Helsingborg Sweden for Tyne. 
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Dec 15-Jan 14 1912: Sailed Tyne for Alexandria. 

  

1912  

Jan 26-Feb 19: Depart Alexandria for Bremerhaven. 

Feb 25-27: Sailed Bremerhaven for Newcastle. 

Mar 18: Sailed Newcastle for Burntisland Scotland. 

Mar 23-April 12: Sailed Burntisland Scotland for Port Said. 

Apr 27: Arrived Tenedos Turkey. 

May 04: Arrived at Volos Greece. 

May 17-Jun 18: Sailed Volos Greece for Philadelphia PA. 

Jul 23: Passed Sandy Key FL for Vela Cruz Mexico. 

Sep 11-19: Sailed Santiago (Cuba) for Philadelphia PA. 

Oct 24: Sailed Santiago (Cuba) for Philadelphia PA. 

Nov 03-29: Sailed Philadelphia PA for Havre France. 

Dec 14-16: Sailed Havre France for Hartlepool. 

  

1913  

Jan 01-17: Sailed Hartlepool for Leghorn Italy. 

Feb 04-26: Sailed Pomaron Portugal for Tyne. 

Mar 14-31: Sailed Tyne for Savona Italy. 

Apr 14-21: Sail Savona Italy for Sulina Romania. 

May 04-24: Passed Constantinople for Antwerp. 

Jun 01-02: Sailed Antwerp for Tyne. 

Jun 07-22: Sailed Tyne for Naples. 

Jun 29-Jul 02: Sailed Naples for Mazarron Spain. 

Jul 14-24: Sailed Mazarron Spain for Rotterdam. 

Jul 27-28: Sailed Rotterdam for Tyne.  

Aug 16: Arrived at Genoa. 

Aug 23-Sep 01: Sailed Genoa for Nicolaev Ukraine. 

Sep 14-Oct 05: Sailed Nicolaev Ukraine for Glasgow. 

Oct 18-Nov 01: Sailed Glasgow for Savona Italy. 

Nov 19: Arrived Huelva Spain from Savona Italy. 

Dec 02-Dec 10: Sailed Huelva Spain for Reime Sweden. 

  

1914  

Jan 07: Arrived Civita Vecchia Italy. 

Jan 23-26: Sailed Civita Vecchia Italy for Cartagena Spain. 

Feb 20: Arrived Tyne. 

Mar 05-18: Sailed Tyne for Savona Italy. 

May 23: Sailed Cardiff for Naples. 

Jun 14: Sailed Naples for Black Sea Ports. 

Jun 18: passed Galata Turkey. 

Jul 09: Passed Constantinople for Europe. 

Jul 19: passed west Gibraltar. 

Jul 26: passed Dartmouth. 

Oct 05-07: Sailed Aalborg Denmark for Tyne. 

Dec 26: Arrived Port Said from Newport Wales. 

  

1915  

Aug 17: SS Kirkby stopped by U-boat U38 and scuttled (Appendix M) 

Aug 19: The steamer Consul Brett landed 24 of the crew of the SS Kirkby at 

Bristol  

N.B: the above voyages and incidences recorded were taken from achieved British Newspapers   

  predominately the daily Lloyd’s Listing. From 1911 onwards the Lloyd’s Listing is missing a 

number of years and reports have been taken from the Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail. 
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Table 3: U-38 (U-boat) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s U-38 

 Type U 31 submarine 

Built  Date Ordered: Jun 12 1912 

  Laid Down: Feb 25 1913 

  Launched: Sep 9 1914 

  Delivered: Dec 15 1914 

 Material Steel 

 Builder Germaniawerft, Kiel. Yard #198 

 Owner Imperial German Navy – Kaiserliche Marine 

Dimensions Length 64.7 m 

 Beam 6.32m 

 Draught 3.56 m 

Tonnage Gross 685t (surface); 878t (submerged) 

Propulsion Type 2 x propeller shafts, 2 × 1.60 m (5 ft 3 in) propellers 

Engine Details 2 × 1,850 PS (1,361 kW; 1,825 shp) diesel engines 

2 × 1,200 PS (883 kW; 1,184 shp) Doppelmodyn 

 Speed 16.4 knts (surface); 9.7 knts (submerged) 

 Range 8,790 nat miles at 8 knts surface;  

80 nat miles at 5 knts submerged 

 Depth 50m 

Armaments  4 x 50 cm (20 in) torpedo tubes (2 each bow and stern) 

6 torpedoes 

1 x 8.8 cm (3.5 in) SK L/30 deck gun  

1 x 10.5 cm (4.1 in) SK L/45 from 1916/17 

Operations Captains Kptlt. Max Valentiner, Dec 05 1914 – Sep 15 1917 

Kptlt. Wilhelm Canaris, Sep 16 1917 – Nov 15 1917 

Oblt. Hans Heinrich Wurmbach, Nov 16 1917 – Jan 18 1918 

Kptlt. Clemens Wickel, Jan 19 1918 – Nov 11 1918 

 Crew 4 officers, 31 enlisted 

 Patrols 17 

 Sinkings/ 

Damaged 

138 merchant ships sunk 292,454 grt 

8 merchant ships damaged 33,669 grt 

3 merchant ships taken as prize 3550 grt 

1 warship sunk 680 grt 

1 warship damaged 10,850 grt 

 Date 23/02/1919 

 Location France 

 Cause Surrendered to France 

 Loss of life 0 

 Outcome Broken up at Brest July 1921 

 

• 3rd most successful U-boat participating in WW1. 

 

• Kptlt. Valentiner was listed after WW1 as a war criminal by the British authorities because of 

his very unorthodox methods of attack. This included the sinking of the  passenger liners 

Ancona and Persia; both controversial since the ships were sunk by torpedoes without 

warning, in defiance of the then-current Prize rules, which stated that merchant vessels 

carrying passengers be given an opportunity to evacuate their passengers before being sunk. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motor-generator
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 3 working days with 2 days spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report, sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the steamship SS Kirkby.  

For the SS Kirkby a typical round trip from the U.K would be the Mediterranean, Black Sea, East 

Coast of USA, Europe and finally the U.K. Other long round trips noted were from the U.K, SE 

Asia, East Coast of USA, Europe and finally the U.K. 

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Due to the name a more 

specific search through archived newspapers was made using specific newspapers to view e.g. 

Lloyd’s List. This vastly reduced the number of articles but keep the search focused. 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Ropner and Sons Ltd Shipyard, Stockton on Tees 

 

 

Appendix B: Appropriation Book 1891, SS Kirkby 
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Appendix C: Mercantile Navy Listing 1892, SS Kirkby 

 

 

Appendix D:  Lloyd’s Register 1893, SS Kirkby 
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Appendix E: Report on Naval Inquest, Aug 15 1893 

 

Appendix F: Reported Damage to SS Kirkby, 1893 
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Appendix G: Report for Compensation Claim with H.M. Forth 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Appendix H: Report on Agreement for Compensation Payment 
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Appendix I: Rescue of Crew from German Barque, Dec 15 1895 
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Appendix J: Presentation for Gallantry at Sea Medals, May 22 1896 
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Appendix K: Presentation on Behalf of German Government, Jan 15 1897 
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Appendix L: Sale of Shares in SS Kirkby, March 1899 
 

 
 
 

Appendix M: Report on Damage from Atlantic Storm, Dec 2 1908 
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Appendix N: Salvage Claim, Dec 8 1909 
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Appendix O: U-Boat U-38 on Patrol 
 

 
 
 

Appendix P: Report on Crew Rescue, Aug 15 1915 
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Appendix Q: Lloyd’s Casualty Listing 1915, SS Kirkby 
 

 
 

 


