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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the steamship RMS Leinster built 

by Laird Brothers Ltd, Birkenhead in 1896. 

The RMS Leinster was one of 4 ships named after Irish provinces to conduct mail and passenger 

services between Ireland and Great Britain. The RMS Leinster sailed the Kingstown (Dun 

Laoghaire) Dublin to Holyhead route. 

On Oct 10th 1918, the RMS Leinster was torpedoed shortly after departing Kingstown for 

Holyhead. The RMS Leinster attempted to return to Kingstown but was again struck by torpedoes 

and sank within 10 minutes. From records, 564 people lost their lives in the attack which included 

crew, postal sorters, civilians and military personnel. 

The timing of the attack almost resulted in the U.S.A pulling out of the Peace Agreement to end 

WW1. 

On Oct 16 1918, all U-boats were informed to return to Germany from patrol and the U-boat war 

conducted against Great Britain ceased. 

The RMS Leinster was sunk with the highest loss of life on an Irish owned ship.  

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The steamship RMS Leinster was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history covering WW1. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• although the ship is outside the area of interest of the research project the RMS Leinster 

was an important part of maritime history between Ireland and Great Britain. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel 
Type 

Matls Ref. 

10/03/1918 Leinster 4 miles ESE of Kish L.S  53° 18’ 41.48”N, 05° 47’ 34.22”W    Stm Stl RHIW  

 

On Oct 10 1918, the RMS Leinster sailing from Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire) Dublin to Holyhead 

route was sunk by UB-123 approximately 4 miles ESE of the Kish Lightship. 564 people lost their 

lives in the sinking. 

Fig 1: Reported Location of the Sinking of the RMS Leinster   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

8 
 

5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

  

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Leinster 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of Leinster in MNL 1898 & LR 1898 

 

Using Google and Keyword, Leinster,  

Found websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Sinking of  

 SS Leinster (Steamship) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: RMS Leinster (Steamship) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s RMS Leinster 

 Type Steamship  

  Ferry Passenger 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 12/09/1896 

  Delivered: 01/1897 

  Cost: £95,000 

 Builder Laird Brothers Ltd.  

  Birkenhead. Yard#: 613 

Construction Materials  Steel 

 Decks 3 

 Bulkheads N/A 

 Others one 12 pounder gun mounted on stern 

Propulsion Type Steam 

  2 screws 

Engine Details 2 x T4cyl  

  (2x29, 2x45, 4x48, 48 x 33in), 

  H.P: 529 nhp; 24 knots 

  Laird Brothers Ltd. 

 Boilers N/A 

Drive Type Propeller 

 Number 2 

Dimensions Length 360 ft        0 ins      m 

 Beam 41 ft        5 ins m 

 Draught  27 ft        3 ins m 

Tonnage Gross 2632 grt 

 Net 747 nrt 

 Deadweight N/A dwt 

Owner First City of Dublin Steam Packet Co. Ltd., Dublin 

Registry Port Dublin 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 104974 

 Code P.Y.K.C. 

History Routes Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire) Dublin – Holyhead v/v 

 Cargo Mail, Passengers 

Final Voyage From Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire), Dublin 

 To Holyhead 

 Captain William Birch 

 Crew 75 

 Passengers 728 (22 postal sorters; 200 civilian passengers;  

506 military personnel) 

 Cargo Mail 

 Date 10/10/1918 

 Location 53° 18’ 41.48”N, 05° 47’ 34.22”W,  

4 miles E of Kish L.S 

 Cause Torpedoed without warning by UB-123 

 Loss of life Captain & Crew 37, Postal Sorters 21 

Civilians 148, Military 358 

 Outcome Sunk.  
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7.0 Analysis 

• The steamship RMS Leinster was built and launched at Laird Brothers Ltd., Birkenhead for the 

City of Dublin Steam Packet Co. Ltd. in 1896 (Appendix A, B, C, D). 

• RMS Leinster conducted passenger and mail services between Kingstown (now Dun Laoghaire) 

and Holyhead Wales.  

• Feb 27 1898, RMS Leinster broke by 6 minutes the existing record of 2 hours and 30 minutes 

for the crossing between Holyhead and Kingstown (Appendix E). 

• Oct 6 1918: U.S. President Woodrow Wilson received the following message from Germany: 

"The German Government requests the President of the United States to arrange the 

immediate conclusion of an armistice on land, by sea and in the air." 

• Oct 10 1918 at 9:00am the RMS Leinster (Appendix K) departed Carlisle Pier, Kingstown (now 

Dun Laoghaire) for Holyhead Wales. Until Oct 01 1918 the same voyage had been conducted at 

night. 

• The weather was fine as the RMS Leinster sailed although conditions in the Irish Sea were 

rough due to recent storms resulting in a number of Royal navy ships returning to Holyhead 

earlier that day. 

• At ~10:00am and ~16 miles from Kingstown a torpedo fired by U boat UB-123 (Appendix L) 

was sighted in the water approaching the portside but passed in front of RMS Leinster. Shortly 

afterwards a second torpedo struck the portside around the area of the sorting office. The 

effect of the explosion also blew a hole in the starboard side. 

• The RMS Leinster attempted to return to port. Initial casualties were few and life boats were 

launched. But with speed reduced and the ship sinking, a third torpedo was fired and struck the 

starboard practically blowing it to pieces. The Leinster sunk within 12 minutes; bow first 

(Appendix M, N, O). 

• Most casualties occurred from the torpedoes but many people died while waiting to be rescued 

due to the sea conditions. Survivors were picked up by HMS Lively, HMS Mallard, HMS Seal and 

other ships and transferred to hospitals in Dun Laoghaire and Dublin. Reports of some bodies 

washing up on the Lleyn Peninsula were also made. 

• Oct 14 1918, October U.S. President Woodrow Wilson replied to the German Government 

saying, among other things, that there can be no peace as long as Germany attacks passenger 

ships. 

• Oct 21 1918, Reinhardt Scheer, Admiral of the German High Seas Fleet, signaled his 

submarines: "To all U-boats: Commence return from patrol at once. Because of ongoing 

negotiations any hostile actions against merchant vessels prohibited. Returning U-boats are 

allowed to attack warships only in daylight. End of message. Admiral." 

• R.M.S. Leinster was sunk with the highest ever loss of life on an Irish owned ship and lies in 

approximately 33m water depth. 

• In 1991, the anchor of the RMS Leinster was raised and officially dedicated as a war memorial 

on Jan 28 1996 (Appendix P).  

• In 2018, a set of commemorative stamps were issued of the RMS Leinster (Appendix Q). 

   From newspapers the RMS Leinster was recorded:  

 

1899  

Feb 25: Steward form SS Leinster drowned in boating accident at Holyhead. 

  

1902  

Jun 15: Picked up 9 men from sunken steam trawler (Appendix F). 

Sep 08: Sailing from Holyhead to Kingstown struck the Kish Lightship Albatross which sank.  



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

11 
 

The lightship crew abandoned and were picked up by the RMS Leinster (Appendix G). 

  

1903  

Nov 27: Experience rough seas departing Holyhead which displaced a ventilator. 

 

 

 

1904  

Feb 04: Capt Newton appointed to the command of R.M.S Leinster, vice Capt Michael, 

superannuated through illness. 

Nov 07: Acting Chief Engineer found drowned in docks at Liverpool. The Leinster was in dock 

for repairs. 

  

1906  

May 28: Fireman while cleaning outside the rails slipped and drowned at Holyhead harbour. 

  

1907  

May 10: Accompanied the Royal Yacht with several other ships from Holyhead to Kingstown. 

  

1908  

Apr 03: Involved in dispute over exclusive use of Carlisle Pier in Dublin (Appendix H). 

Jul 31: Compensation claim by boiler maker at Menai Courts (Appendix I). 

  

1909  

Feb 15: Due to a train breakdown 40 passengers and 90 bags of mail missed the sailing from 

Holyhead. 

  

1915  

Jan 31: RMS Leinster outran German U-boat, 25 miles East of Kish Lightship (Appendix J). 

  

1918  

Feb 16: Picked up a lifeboat containing 8 crew members of the SS Mexico City which had been 

sunk the previous day approximately 15 miles from South Stack Holyhead by the U-

Boat U-101. 

Oct 08: Attacked by U boat UB-123 and sunk, 4 miles east of Kish Lightship. 
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Table 3: UB-123 (U-boat) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s UB-123 

 Type UB 111 - UB coastal torpedo attack boats class 

Built  Date Ordered: Feb 06th 1917 

  Laid Down: Jul 13th 1917 

  Launched: Mar 02nd 1918 

  Delivered: Apr 6th 1918 

  Cost: 3.654m German Papiermark 

 Material Steel 

 Builder A.G. Weser, Bremen; Yard #296 

 Owner Imperial German Navy – Kaiserliche Marine 

Dimensions Length 55.85 m 

 Beam   5.80 m 

 Draught   3.72 m 

Tonnage Gross 512t (surface); 643t (submerged) 

Propulsion Type 2 x propeller shafts 

Engine Details 2×Körting 4 stk 6-cylinder diesel engines, 1050 bhp (780 kW) 

2×Siemens-Schuckert electric motors, 780 shp (580 kW) 

 Speed 13.9 knts (surface); 7.6 knts (submerged) 

 Range 7,280 nmiles at 6 knts surface;  

55 nmiles at 4 knts submerged 

 Depth 50m 

Armaments  5 × 50 cm (19.7 in) torpedo tubes (4 bow, 1 stern) 

10 torpedoes 

1 × 10.5 cm (4.13 in) deck gun 

Operations Captains Oblt. Robert Ramm Jun 22 – Oct 19 1918 

 Crew 3 officers, 31 men 

 Patrols 2 

 Sinkings/ 

Damaged 

1 ship sunk with a total of 2,646 tons. 

1 ship damaged with a total of 4,095 tons. 

3 ships taken as prize with a total of 3,530 tons. 

Wrecking Date 19/10/1918 

 Location ?Northern Barrage 

 Cause ?mined 

 Loss of life 36 

 Outcome Sunk 

 

• On 1 February 1917 Germany declared a renewal of ‘unrestricted submarine warfare’ in a last 

ferocious attempt to force an end to the First World War.  

• Almost immediately, major losses of merchant ships occurred in Welsh waters. Thirteen ships 

were sunk off Bardsey Island and the Pembrokeshire coast in that month alone – all by the U-

boat, UC-65, captained by Otto Steinbrinck, one of the most successful German U-

boat commanders of the war. 

On October 18 1918 at 9.10a.m, UB-125 outbound from Germany under the command 

of Oberleutnant zur See Werner Vater picked up a radio message requesting advice on the best 

way to get through the North Sea minefield. The sender was Oberleutnant Robert Ramm 

aboard UB-123. Extra mines had been added to the minefield since UB-123 had made her 

outward voyage from Germany. As UB-125 had just come through the minefield, Vater radioed 

back with a suggested route. UB-123 acknowledged the message and was never heard again. 

The following day, ten days after the sinking of the RMS Leinster, UB-123 detonated a mine and 

sank while trying to cross the North Sea and return to base in Imperial Germany. There were no 

survivors.  
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 3 working days with 1 day of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report, sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the steamship RMS Leinster.  

The RMS Leinster conducted postal and passenger services between Kingstown (now Dun 

Laoghaire) and Holyhead. In early 1918 RMS Leinster was camouflage painted to prevent 

observation by U-boats which were present in the Irish Sea. 

The sinking of the RMS Leister resulted in the highest number of deaths from an Irish owned ship. 

The timing of the attack and sinking of the RMS Leinster almost resulted in the peace agreement 

to ending WW1 not being signed. However from the sinking and potential for WW1 continuing, 

Germany recalled all its U-boats home.   

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. Due to the name a more 

specific search through archived newspapers was made using specific newspapers to view e.g. 

Lloyd’s List. This vastly reduced the number of articles but keep the search focused. 
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https://uboat.net/wwi/  

https://uboat.net/wwi/boats/?boat=UB+123 

https://uboat.net/wwi/types/?type=UB+III 

https://uboat.net/wwi/ships_hit/3552.html 

https://uboatproject.wales/ 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Appropriation Book 1897, RMS Leinster 

 

 

Appendix B: Mercantile Navy Listing 1897, RMS Leinster 

 

 

Appendix C: Lloyd’s Registry 1898, RMS Leinster 
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Appendix D: Arrival at Holyhead, Feb 26 1897 

 

 

Appendix E: Sea Trail, March 1897 
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Appendix F: Rescue of Trawler Crew, Jun 16 1902 
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Appendix G: Collision and Sinking of Kish Lightship, Sep 09 1902  
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Appendix H: Pier Dispute at Kingstown, Apr 03 1908  
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Appendix I: Workman’s Compensation Claim, Jul 21 1903   
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Appendix J: RMS Leinster Chased by U-Boat, Feb 04 1915 
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Appendix K: RMS Leinster Camouflaged, early 1918 

 

  

 

 

Appendix L: UB-123 
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Appendix M: Lloyd’s Casualty Listing 1918, RMS Leinster 
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Appendix N: RMS Leinster Sinking Reported in North Wales, Oct 10 1918 
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Appendix O: RMS Leinster Wreckage 

 

 

RMS-Leinster-Photo-Courtesy-of-the-Marine-Institute 

 

Appendix P: RMS Leinster War Memorial, Dun Laoghaire 
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Appendix Q: RMS Leinster Commemorative Stamps 

 

 


