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1.0 Abstract 
 

The “www Research Project” is about protecting and discovering information of ships, the 

circumstances of their loss, details of the owners and crew, the cargo carried and their history. 

The sole purpose of the project has been to help people with an interest in maritime history to 

safely survive the 2020/21 global outbreak of the Covid-19 corona virus and facilitate public 

access to the historical resource. 

The information below relates to the Lucy, and was put together by Chris Holden. The schooner 

Lucy, of Portmadoc Capt. Roberts was wrecking in 3 February 1867. 

 

 

Figure 1. The above map is taken from "Shipwrecks of North Wales" by Ivor Wynne Jones, and shows around 38% of the wrecks on 
MADU’s database. 

 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

4 
 

2.0  Index 

2.1 Table of Contents             Page No. 

1.0 Abstract   ---------------------------------------------------------------      3 

2.0 Index   ------------------------------------------------------------------      4                   

2.1 Table of Contents             4 

2.2 List of Pictures             4 

2.3 Contributors              5 

2.4 Abbreviations              5 

3.0 Introduction   ----------------------------------------------------------       6                    

4.0 Background   -----------------------------------------------------------      7 

5.0 Research Methodology   ----------------------------------------------       8 

6.0 Results   ----------------------------------------------------------------       9       

7.0 Analysis   ---------------------------------------------------------------        10 

8.0  Conclusions & Recommendations   ----------------------------------        11 

9.0 References   ------------------------------------------------------------       12     

 

Appendices:  

Appendix A – Lloyd’ Register   -------------------------------------------------     13 

Appendix B - BNA   ---------------------------------------------------------------     14 

 

 

2.3    List of Pictures               Page No. 

Front Cover:   Title   ---------------------------------------------------------------      1 

Fig. 1    Map ------------------------------------------------------------------------      3 

Fig. 2  Portmadoc Madu map --------------------------------------------------      7 

Fig. 3   Porthmadoc Oct. 2010 -----------------------------------------------------     10 

Fig. 4  Lloyd’ Register 1866   -----------------------------------------------------      13 

Fig. 5   Lloyd’ Register 1853 -------------------------------------------------------      13 

Fig. 6   BNA Shipping and Mercantile Gazette ------------------------------------      14  

Fig. 7   BNA Newcastle Daily Chronicle -------------------------------------------       15 

Fig. 8   BNA Shipping and Mercantile Gazette ------------------------------------      16 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

5 
 

Fig. 9   BNA Lloyd’ List --------------------------------------------------------------     16 

 

 

2.4 Contributors 

Ian Cundy 

2.5  Abbreviations 

A list of any abbreviations used in this report, i.e. 

GAT   Gwynedd Archaeology Trust 

IJNA   International Journal of Nautical Archaeology 

MADU   Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit 
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3.0 Introduction 

 
The project aims to collect information about wreck and save them into one form to protect them 

from disappearing. My choosing this wreck and other is the same aim. 

In every research we have some question looking to answer about them. The questions are the 

outlook and briefing about the Lucy schooner. 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• What caused the wrecking? 

 

• What has happened since the wrecking? 

 

• Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story? 
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4.0 Background 

 
The schooner Lucy, of Portmadoc Capt. Roberts, when making for this bar on Sunday morning 

last, about 7 a.m., grounded, when it afterwards came to blow very fresh from S. W. the vessel 

still continuing aground and unmanageable, and although every effort was made to save the ship 

and cargo, it became a total wreck. She was bound from Newcastle for Portmadoc, with coals. 

Her rigging, spars, sails, &c., were sold by auction, and the remainder of the vessel has since 

disappeared. We are glad that the vessel and cargo were insured. 

According to Lloyd’ Register, the schooner being fitted with iron bolts, and it had had some 

repairs and renovation between the year of its built till wrecking in 1867. Some minor repairs 

being carried out in 1853 & 1858, and other unspecified large repairs being carried out in 1866; a 

new deck was added in 1853 (ND.53   Srprs 53 & 58   Irp.66). 

 

Figure 2. Blue arrow: Porthmadoc 
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5.0 Research Methodology  

  
My research is depending an on-line methodology via several webs to assemblage information as 

much as I can. I faced some difficulties in search because of the similar names of wreck with 

different date. The challenge here is to choose the right information and related to Lucy schooner. 

 

The Lloyd’s Register of Ships online more information has putted in Appendices section.  

Other information is collected and putted in the report a big credit to Chris Holden.  

I choose to be the briefing of information in the Results section from the report, to refine all the 

important information concerns the vessel in table form. 
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6.0 Results    
 

Vessel  Name/s Lucy 

 Type Schooner  

   

Built  Date 1840 

   

   

 Builder Name 

  Address / Location 

Construction Materials  Iron Bolts 

 Decks Number, Type (i.e. gun, orlop, etc.) 

 Bulkheads Number, Type (i.e. watertight, holds, etc.) 

Propulsion Type Manual, Sail, Engine, etc.)  

 Details Oars, Square Rigged, Nuclear Power, etc. 

Engine Details unknown 

   

Drive Type Unknown  

 Number  

Dimensions Length 66.0                 

 Beam 20.1             

 Draught 11.0            

Tonnage Gross 90 

   

Owner First J. Barker 

  1853 

   

Registry Port Porthmadoc  

   

   

History Routes Newcastle for Porthmadoc 

  Hmbrg 

 Cargo Coals  

Final Voyage From 1867, Porthmadoc 

 To 1867, Hmbrg 

 Captain E. Roberts 

 Crew Unknown 

 Passengers Unknown  

 Cargo coals 

Wrecking Date 1867 

 Location Porthmadog 

 Cause S.W. 

 Loss of life Numbers 

 Outcome Total loss  
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7.0 Analysis 
 

Lucy schooner as the other historical ships and vessels have its own speciality. Unfortunately, the 

remains were sold in an auction, but thanks to Lloyd Register which provides several information 

in different years, in addition the vessel was mentioned in the British newspaper archive.  

More information is needed to complete the history of the schooner but it could be hard to 

collected because the remain are sold out by auction, but the information gathered and putted in 

the report are briefing the start 1840 and the end of the schooner. It’s important and very helpful 

to looking for the remains and the story of each part after it sold. 

Despite, the schooner isn’t lived for a long time 1840-1867, but it was important in trade and 

exchange because of the quantities was holding and the type of cargo which was coals. 

 

 

Figure 3. Porthmadog high tide October 2010 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations   

  
This project was a great opportunity for me to engage and get knowledge about maritime history 

in England. I would to thanks Mrs. Ian Cundy. The project gives me an advance information 

through online research with the uses of many and different valuable sites and references. I spent 

many hours trying to find what can help me to gather information about the Lucy schooner, and 

especially because there is a lot of vessel named Lucy. 

Without any doubt, it’s important to looking for the remains of the wreck, where are them today? 

How are them? For what reasons were sold? From those questions and more, we can cover more 

information related to the history of Lucy schooner and the construction details and technique.   

Every ship has its own story and events some events, it could some of them were not reported, 

and especially when it has been sunk in the sea. it holds a people and spirit who left their family 

and house and cross seas for work. Saving information from disappear is a way to save the 

memory of those people too.  
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Appendices:  

 

Appendix A – Table of Lloyd’s Registers entries for the Lucy 

 

 

Figure 4. Lloyd’ Register 1866 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Lloyed’ Register 1853 
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Appendix B- The British newspaper archives 

 

Figure 6. Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Tuesday 05 February 1867 
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Figure 7. Newcastle Daily Chronicle - Wednesday 06 February 1867. 
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Figure 8. Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Thursday 07 February 1867 

 

 

Figure 9. Lloyd's List - Wednesday 06 February 1867 

 


