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1.0 Abstract

Maritime Archaeology is only one of the many fields severely impacted by Covid-19. As field-
works haven’t been possible for most of 2020, a collective on-line researching activity was
proposed to engage Marine Archeologists and passionate volunteers. The activity consists in
reviewing our knowledge from the literature of more than 450 shipwrecks collected by the
Malvern Archeological Diving Unit in north west Wales during the 2001-2009 period. The aims of
the project are to (i) maintain high scientific productivity during the pandemic, (ii) increase our
knowledge, especially on shipwrecks that lack of past investigations, and (iii) help practicing
important scientific skills, such as writing, communication and online research.

Here, I investigated the history of the wooden schooner Marion, wrecked in 1885 in Criccieth
(Wales). The reason why I chose the Marion is because I hypothesized it was one of the
shipwrecks with not much information available, due to the time of the incident, the small size of
the ship compared to many others and the construction materials. I though it was worth
investigating such a challenging shipwreck that otherwise could be forgotten or underestimated.
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3.0 Introduction

The reasons why I selected this shipwreck are (i) the limited information available, (ii) my
interest for ships from the 19t century and (iii) the curiosity in studying something I didn’t know
before. My aim was to answer the following questions:

1. What are the information available relating to the vessel before the incident?
2. What day did it wreck and what’s the story leading up to wrecking?
3. How much of the shipwreck is still in the area?

4. What ship components could be still present in the area?

4.0 Background

All starting information were provided in the MADU Research Database supplied by Dr Ian Cundy
(Table 1). A spatial representation of the incident location is shown below (Fig. 1).

Table 1. Background information extracted from the MADU research database.

MADU Reference Number 254
Date the ship wrecked 29/09/1885
Ship’s name Marion
Location 1 Caernarfonshire
Location 2 Tremadog Bay, Criccieth
beach
Details Wrecked on the beach
Materials Wood
Vessel type Schooner
Length 18.61
Metric Breadth 5.18
Depth 2.87
Length 61.1
Imperial Breadth 17
Depth 9.5
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Tonnage 67
Gross tonnage 73
Year built 1853

UNITED
KINGDOM

Dublin
IRELAND m

London

LOCATION WHERE THE WOODEN SCHOONER MARION
WRECKED IN 1885: CRICCIETH BEACH

St Tudwal's
islands

0 250 500Km
Liealinal

Sources: Esrl, HERE, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, ® OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community, Sources: Esrl, HERE, Garmin, FAO, NOAA,
USGS, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Commurniity

Figure 1. Map showing the wreck site (Criccieth — black cross).
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5.0 Research Methodology

The entire research was conducted on a PC brand DELL at James Cook University in Townsville
(Australia). The Windows edition was Windows 10 Enterprise, with a 64-bit operating system and
x64-based processor. The search engines utilised were Google and Google Scholar, last of which
didn’t contain any information of the selected shipwreck (Fig.2).

I started on Google Scholar first (https://scholar.google.com/), trying to identify possible studies
conducted on the incident location or literature reviews. As nothing was found, general
information of the ship were searched on Google (https://www.google.com.au/) by using the
name of the shipwreck, the name of the last owner and the location and year of the incident.
Nothing was found, due to the great number of bigger ships sharing the same name and the
names themselves of both the captain and the ship for being common names. The next approach
was to look at the Lloyd’s registers (https://archive.org/details/@Irfhec;
https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online). All registers from
1853 and 1885 were checked, in order to identify changes in the ship structure or owners. Details
of the ship were found from 1854 to 1884. Detailed information of the incident were investigated
by looking at two archives of newspaper, Welsh newspaper and the British Newspaper Archive.
Little information was available from both archives. Only one article was found on the Wales
Newspaper website (https://newspapers.library.wales/) under “Shipwreck Marion Criccieth”.
Similarly, one article was available from the Lloyd’s list
(https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results/1801-01-01/1884-12-
31?newspapertitle=Lloyd%27s%20List) within the British Newspaper Archive, also by searching
“Schooner Marion Criccieth”. However, two more articles were found in other newspapers within
the British Newspaper Archive (https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/) by adding the
incident year and the name of the owner. Also, few information were available from the Coflein
website (https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/mapping) under the search “Marion”.

Ship name
Lloy’s Registers
Google —— —
Owner (1854-1884)
Incident year Teff =T
Google (NPRP:271344 —

Destination Scholar Marion)

during last travel
. . Wales N
Different combination of a’es Newspapers

the variables listed above

LEGEND The British Newspaper
I:l No results Archive

I:l 1 result

I:l More than 1 result

Figure 2. Flowchart showing the Google researching activities and amount of information found
in each search.
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6.0 Results

Very limited information were found on the schooner Marion, most of which are related to the last
years of its service. This can be due to (i) the very common name of the ship or (ii) the small size
of the ship compared to many others, probably also considered more important. Also, no
information were found on the last captain and owner William Roberts, due to his common name
that made impossible to perform an accurate analysis. However, many information about the
schooner were available on the Lloyd’s registers from 1854 to 1884 (Table 2). When the ship was
built in 1853, the Master was R. Owen, and the owner was under the name Griffiths. Nothing
changed for about ten years, when in 1866 the owner was under the name Owen & Co. Then, the
Master name changed in 1868 into W. Owen, but the owner remained the same. Here, I'm
assuming the owner and Master transition was occurring in 1871, as both W. Owen and W.
Roberts were present (Coflein, 2008), and was completed in 1872, when W. Roberts became the
only Master and owner (W. Roberts & Co).

Table 2. First and last Lloyd’s registers available of the sailing ship Marion.

LLOYD'S REGISTER OF THE SAILING SHIP Marion

1854-1855 1884-1885
Official number 293 391
International code signal letters 14423
L.N.C.M.
Ship’s name Marion Marion
Sr - 1.B. Sr - 1.B.
Master R.Owen W.Roberts
Registered tonnage Net 67
Gross 72 73
Under deck 73
Registered dimensions Length - 61.1
Breadth - 17.0
Depth - 9.5
Engines of steamers
Materials, repairs of - srp.63,68 & 72
ships, &c. ND.&srp.77drp.80
Built Where PtMdc Portmacod
Builders’ names
When 1853 1853
Owners Griffiths W.Roberts & Co
Port belonging to Pt.Mdc Carnrvn
SSPmd79
Port of survey - Pmd
-4yrs
Years assigned & equipment 9 9
C3
Character if assigned Al 11.82
Also, date of last survey 53

It is also important to notice that the dimensions of the ship weren’t registered before 1863, and
the tonnage was completely distinguished in Net, Gross and Under Deck only in 1877. Few more
information were available from the book ‘Shipwreck index of the British Isles: Volume 5’, such as
cargo, propulsion and crew number (Table 3) (Larn, R. & Larn, B. 2000).

On the 20t of October 1881, the Shields Daily Gazette reported the arrival of the schooner

Marion at Portsmouth, coming from Shields. The schooner was severely damaged, but the cause
was not stated. The damages reported were on the stream anchor, hawsers, jib, fore topsail and
bulwarks. On the same page, several more ships were described as damaged or wrecked on the

9
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same day. Indeed, although it is unsure what cause such damages to the Marion, another
schooner named Rainbow was described to suffer damages travelling from Mistley to Stockton,
due to a storm. A similar scenario may be the reason behind the damaged Marion.
(https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000286/18811020/017/0004)
Similarly, the Isle of Wight Observer reported on the 3™ of December 1881 that the schooner
Marion lost the anchor and chain after a severe storm from Eling for Swansea. The wind was
described to be extremely severe, with up to two weeks of unpleasant weather.
(https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000170/18811203/012/0006)

On Friday the 2" of October 1885 and on Saturday the 3™ of October 1885, the North Wales
Express and Caernarvon & Denbigh Herald wrote about the last moments of the schooner Marion,
respectively. Although the schooner was described to officially wreck on Wednesday the 30 of
September 1885, the situation escalated quickly from Tuesday the 29t of September, when the
ship was seen in Cardigan Bay heading to Criccieth. Indeed, a strong breeze was described
around midnight and quickly transformed into a severe storm when the ship was entering
Tremadoc Bay. At that point, the schooner was close to St. Tudwal’s islands, but it could not stop
there because the main-boom was lost. With no possible alternative choices, the pilot John Jones
successfully led the schooner ashore in Criccieth, where it was partially discharged. The storm
increased of intensity through the night, causing the ship to hit rocks that created several holes.
As the water was coming inside, the schooner capsized at around 11 a.m. of Wednesday the 30t
of September. Both the pilot and the crew were saved. The vessel was transporting limestone at
that time and it was described to be not insured. Also, it appears pieces of the ship were covering
the entire beach area.
(https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0002967/18851003/054/0003)
More information in regard to the Marion last moments were found and described by Chris Holden
in his book “The essential underwater guide to North Wales: volume one - Barmouth to South
Stack” (2003). In his book, Holden reported an article from the Welsh Nation, published on the
7t of October 1885, where the amount of limestone carried was described to be around 100 tons.
More importantly, Holden highlighted how the materials that were found ashore were collected
and sold. For example, the schooner body, chains and anchors were valued and sold for around
£14 (Holden, C. 2003).
(https://play.google.com/store/books/details/Chris Holden The Essential Underwater Guide to
Nor?id=-60SBWAAQBAJ)

Table 3. Other information related to the shipwreck Marion.

Date of Wrecking 29-09-1885

Location Criccieth beach, Tremadog Bay, Caernafonshire
Coordinates 52.54.50N, 04.14.15W

Voyage Clare - Criccieth

Hull Dimensions 18.61x5.18x2.87 (m)

Port of registry Caernarfon

Flag United Kingdom

Cargo Lime & Stone

Propulsion Sail

No. of Crew 4

10
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7.0 Analysis

The Lloyd’s registers presented a huge amount of ships named Marion. Although it was not hard
to identify the correct ship, it appeared evident that most ships were bigger than the schooner
here analysed. This suggest that the little information available may be due to the limited socio-
economic importance of the schooner compared to many other ships at that time. Another reason
may be the fact that most pieces were sold after the incident, such as the anchor and chains, so
that there is not an actual wreck (Fig. 3). This made the entire analysis more challenging,
because an actual wreck would have helped local communities to remember the history of such
ship via diving opportunities or specimens in nautical museums.

If there is anything left at sea that could still be found, that could only be iron bolts. Indeed, the
second column in the Lloyd’s registers shows the symbol ‘I.B.’, which indicates the presence of
iron bolts in the ship structure. It is possible that some was lost during the storm and never
retrieved.

Here, the most useful information were found from the Lloyd’s registers, the British Newspaper
Archive and books that were provided by Chris Holden and Ian Cundy. Both the Coflein and
Google provided little or no information. For future research, books and memories from locals
could be the better options. Here, I couldn’t investigate the story of the owners, as no
information were found on the internet. Again, books or memories from locals could be the only
way to retrieve useful information.

-

Figure 3. Photos by Holden Chris shing the West and East side of the Criccieth castle,
respectively.

11
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations

About 120 hours were spent searching information on the wooden schooner Marion, organising
tables and writing. Unfortunately, no useful books were available from my University library. All
information were so retrieved from the internet, with the only exception of few information
provided by Ian Cundy and Chris Holden. Although there were many ships sharing the same
name, it wasn't complicated to identify the correct one, as many variables were known, such as
dimensions, owners and year the ship was built. The only conflicting result was related to the day
the ship wrecked. Indeed, although the storm started on the 29t of September 1885 (Tuesday),
it officially wrecked the following day (30™ of September 1885).

It could be worth investigating further the story of the last owner, W. Roberts. Specifically, why
wasn't the ship insured, who bought the chains and anchor and whether they were used on other
ships or other purposes. However, it is unlikely this could be achieved via online research.
Moreover, there is no possibility to dive the wreck, as components were sold after the ship
wrecked. So, tracking down relations of those involved in the wrecking could be the only way to
retrieve more information.

This exercise taught me that online research can be extremely challenging when looking for such
common names. Moreover, for such a small and old schooner, it was impossible to find any
information by googling its name, owner or general characteristics. If it wasn't for the initial help
provided by Ian Cundy, I would have never been able to find some of the websites here used
easily, as most of them were unknown to me. It was extremely interesting looking for information
from so many different sources. Even though the information available were extremely limited, I
was able to broadly answer my questions and, as mentioned above, it would be interesting to
investigate where the sold pieces went.

12
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