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Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

1.0 Abstract

This project is to discover information relating to the reported wreck of the
Barque Oberon (MADU Ref. 149. Table 1) for which there are several newspaper
archived reports of it having gone aground on 15t April 1860 on St Patrick’s
Causeway (Sarn Badrig), Cardigan Bay, Wales.

The objective is to establish the facts relating to the wreck report and discover
the circumstances leading up to the wrecking and the outcome, together with
any other relevant information.

The research is limited to information available on-line as access to libraries and
record offices was not possible at this time due to the lockdown for the CORVID-
19 pandemic.

Table 1, Extract from MADU database

| 147 | 24/0111 880 Sobraon 7 7

148 FHO2M 360 Oberoni1}) Cardigan Causeway

149 01/0:4/1880 Oberon(2) Cardiganshire Causeway Bank', 4-5m off Mochras Point
Ran aground in heavy seas, probably reflosfted, may be confused with followin wreck Oberon EBamgue I le
Struck causeway (as per next entry) but further o seaward ! beached at Llandwnog, nr Hadech Bargue le, ch s, 1o
stranded / wrecked / total loss EBamgue wood o, le, ch, bj

from; Liverpool f to: Africa f home port: Liverpool {Aberystwyth?)
307 | 1852 | cargo: sugar, cotton, hides / home port: Liverpool
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3.0 Introduction

The Ship Oberon was selected as one of many vessels wrecked on the infamous St Patrick’s
Causeway in Cardigan Bay. The Oberon was also one of several ships engaged in the transatlantic
trade between Liverpool and New Foundland and latterly to South America. Rigged as a Barque
sailing ship built at Bridport, Devon in 1852, it was owned and operated by Bowring Co. of
Liverpool. The ship, on passage from Brazil to Liverpool, after errors of navigation, went aground
on the St Patrick’s causeway (Sarn Badrig) in Cardigan Bay (Fig. 2) on the morning of 1t April
1860. All of the crew attempted to get ashore in the ship’s boat which was in difficulty when
rescued by the Portmadoc lifeboat (which was stationed at Criccieth), one of the crew died about
10 minutes after he had been taken ashore. After a period of time, lodged on the reef, the only
slightly damaged vessel was salvaged by the Barmouth Lifeboat.

The position of the wreck site is given by Larn & Larn as 52.26 N, 04.14 W - this position is about
two miles inland from Llan-non next to the Brynaria Caravan Park.

The ship actually came aground about five miles offshore from Mochras Point. The grid reference
given in Coflein is a close approximation of the site of the grounding (Fig. 1).

Figure 1, Position of grounding (Coflein).
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Figure 2, Cardigan Bay Reefs.

The following aspects were included in this research:-
e The vessel’s specification
e Historical information available relating to the vessel
e What was the lead up to wrecking
¢ What caused the wrecking
e What has happened since the wrecking
e Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story
¢ Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on the site
e Has any salvage, etc. been carried out

¢ Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel
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4.0 Background

Nautical Archaeology Society

Some information was available from MADU database, Larn & Larn and Coflein (Fig. 1).

Figure 3, Copy of the Coflein Report

OBERON

Site Details

%
-
S

NPRN 272466

Map Reference SHA1INE

Grid Reference 5H4533718560
Unitary (Local) Authority Maritime
Old County Maritime

Community Maritime

Type of Site WRECK

Broad Class MARITIME

Period Post Medieval

) Bardse:
Islan

© Copyright and database right 2020. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey licence number 0100022206

aciau

- Ftestiniog
Netyn & porthy do ),

AAQT _’.l‘.‘ -{

6vY

—

P, 7
ple. =—1 Criccieth /
4~ Pwllheli e

/P
Abersoch

X

5. = 4 Cael
Tywyn\} o3 N2
P . Carno

CARDIGAN BAY / n
BAE CEREDIGION A‘\?L -
/ f ;‘.
an P O

Site Description This record comprises a documentary reference to a shipping casualty which has been
assigned to the maritime named location SARN BADRIG pending more information which may allow a
more precise location for the loss to be assigned.

Event and Historical Information:

The bargue, OBERON, was built at Bradford in 1852. The vessel was classed Lloyd's Al for use on voyages
from Liverpool to South America. Sources differ as to whether the ship was inward bound from Brazil
(source Larn) or outward bound from Liverpool (source Wynne-Jones) under the command of master
Symons for the owners Bowring of Liverpool. On 1 April 1860, the barque struck on Sarn Badrig's
Causeway.

Sources include:

Larn and Larn shipwreck database 2002

Lloyds List, 5 April 1860, pg2

Lloyds Register of British and Foreign Shipping, 1 July 1858 - 30 June 1860, number 7in O
Wynne-Jones, |, 2001, Shipwrecks of Morth Wales, pg29

Maritime Officer, RCAHMW, May 2008,
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5.0 Research Methodology

The following were used in this research:-

Acer Laptop with fast fibre wireless internet connection, I-phone.
Search engines used were

Google Chrome

AVG Secure Browser

Microsoft Office

Windows 10

Snip & Sketch

Methodology: first step to check out Coflein.
Then Lloyds Register. Mercantile Navy Lists. Newspaper records. Crewlist.

List of sources,

Coflein: https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search comprehensive record on this ship wreck.

Lloyds Register of shipping: https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online -
Lloyds Register, starting point.

Library of Wales: https://newspapers.library.wales/view/3310679/3310687/68/ - excellent for local news
reports on the wreck, rescue, salvage, sequence, names and places.

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard Archive— nothing on this ship.

http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/ - good to identify ships and for crew lists but no detail available for this

ship.

Crew lists and other documents: http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists - good for dates but no
crew information available

https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search

https://bridportandwestbay.co.uk/town-hall/fra-newbury/ship-building/

https://dorset-ancestors.com/

https://www.bridportnews.co.uk/news/17770859.take-look-back-west-bay-harbours-shipbuilding-past/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of shipwrecks in April 1860#1 April

https://support.google.com/maps/answer/18539

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?shipsearch=Oberon&SearchType=Exact&submit

https://gridreferencefinder.com/os.php

http://www.carnarvontraders.com/shipowners.shtml

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/people/bt124masters/image?



https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online
https://newspapers.library.wales/search?query=Kingfisher&publication%5B%5D=The+Cambrian+News+and+Merionethshire+Standard
http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/
http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists
https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search
https://bridportandwestbay.co.uk/town-hall/fra-newbury/ship-building/
https://dorset-ancestors.com/
https://www.bridportnews.co.uk/news/17770859.take-look-back-west-bay-harbours-shipbuilding-past/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_shipwrecks_in_April_1860#1_April
https://support.google.com/maps/answer/18539
https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?shipsearch=Oberon&SearchType=Exact&submit
https://gridreferencefinder.com/os.php
http://www.carnarvontraders.com/shipowners.shtml
https://www.crewlist.org.uk/people/bt124masters/image
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6.0 Results

e The specification of the SV Oberon is summarised at Appendix A
The vessel was built at West Bay Harbour, Bridport, Devon by John Cox. Launched in 1852,
wooden construction Square rigged as a Barque 307/279 Tons for general trade. Main
dimensions 112ft 5ins long 24ft 2ins beam 14ft 7ins depth. Registered 26" March 1852
Official number 24218 (Fig 4). The SV Oberon was commissioned to be built by C.T.Bowring &
Company, Liverpool, who owned and operated the vessel until 1860. After the incident in
Cardigan Bay, and the vessel was salvaged, it was purchased by Thomas Hobley & Co,
Segontin Terrace, Carnarvon.

Figure 4, Extract from the Lloyds Appropriation List.

1855 Date of Registration 26" March 1852, Date of Appropriation 23™ June 1855

Appropriation Books, Official Numbers 24201 - 24250 (24218) nage source elp
K

Whether

| Steam or Sailing | Port of Registry.
Ship,

Date of sy, t)('l‘:;lun
| Appropristion

Dat
of
Appropriation,

‘Lost adv 27/3/72’

V2428

——

b AT FaS Fa

Several ships were found with the name Oberon. But only one that could have been in Cardigan Bay on the
date and fitting the description from contemporary accounts (Appendix E).

Figure 5, Extract Crew List Project.

I Ships whose name is OBERON

| tiotes ] @ Saarch agan |
Ship Official number  Port of registry and details Source Crew ligts Links
OBERON 24218 [No pont shown). Casuaity: stranded, 1101871 RCUS, 1874 pp 720.721, row 155 n m m m
Caernarion, Crew lists 1857-1871 Crew ists, Gwynedd AS (Caemaron) ()
aermna 87 m
r . A \on Books RSS D
| ( s0 [0

10
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e History of the SV Oberon prior to the incident. The Oberon was built at Bridport, Devon
(Fig. 6). Shipbuilding there was very significant in the 19t Century but now there is little
evidence of it. Ships there were wooden built initially using locally sourced timber and then
latterly imported timber from the Baltic and North America.

Figure 6, Extract from Bridport and Lyme Regis News 20th July 2019.

Take a look back at West Bay Harbour's shipbuilding past
By Lottie Welch @LottieWelchBNReporter

The shipyard was initially established by a gentleman named Nicholas Bools. Bools had previously
built ships on the beach at Burton Bradstock and had worked in one of the Royal Naval
Dockyards. In 1830, John Cox, a local man, took over the yard, he was Wesleyan Preacher and
was instrumental in building the Methodist Chapel, which is now home to West Bay Discovery
Centre.

Most of the workers in the shipyard lived locally in West Bay and Bridport or commuted from
neighbouring villages of Burton Bradstock and Eype using the coastal footpath.

The timber used to build the ships was typically oak and pine, initially this came from the
Marshwood Vale and other parts of Dorset and Somerset, but increasingly timber from the Baltic
and America was imported for use.

By the 19th century there were six slipways allowing three ships to be built at once.

The SV Oberon was engaged in trans-Atlantic trade between Newfoundland and Liverpool
until 1858. Then trading between South America/Brazil and Liverpool 1859/60.

¢ The lead up to the incident, the SV Oberon was on passage from Brazil to Liverpool
with a cargo of sugar, hides and cotton. The Master was Captain John Symons. This was
his second year as Master. Heading up the Irish Sea, in the dark and very poor visibility,
the light at Bardsey Island was mistaken for a light on the Irish coast, consequently the
Master altered course to North-East resulting in the ship running gently aground on the
Sarn Badrig.

e The grounding occurred at 3-00 am on the morning of Sunday 15t April 1860 (Fig. 7).
The ship struck towards the east end of the causeway approximately four and a half miles
from Mochras Point. The ship stuck fast and the Master decided to abandon ship. He and
his fourteen crew put off in one of the ships boats to row for the shore. They were tossed
about in the bay for some hours becoming cold, wet and exhausted. The Portmadoc
Lifeboat was stationed at Criccieth and at around 7-00 am spotted the ship aground but
could not discern any distress signals. Soon after, from Castle hill, the ship’s boat was
spotted apparently making for Portmadoc bar. The Lifeboat launched to their assistance
and at approximately 9-30am took them all into the Lifeboat landing them safely at
Criccieth. One of the crew died soon after being landed ashore. The cause of the
grounding would have to be put down to poor navigation in difficult conditions, confusion
of the light, lack of any warning or navigational aids in Cardigan Bay.

11
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Figure 7, Extract from Wikipedia.

List of shipwrecks in April 1860

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The list of shipwrecks in April 1860 includes ships sunk, foundered, grounded, or otherwise lost during April 1860,

1 April [adit]
Ship Country Description
The barque was wrecked when she grounded on a sandbar at the mouth of the New River in southern New Zealand. She
Caroline 5= New Zealand ) ) i
was lying low in the water due to a heavy cargo of coal.
The smack was driven ashore at Towyn Point, Glamorgan. She was on a voyage from Liverpool, Lancashire to
Dauntiess &l United Kingdom 2l
Carmarthen.'=
The ship foundered 36 nautical miles (67 km) west south west of Start Point, Devon, United Kingdom. Her crew were
Frederic Gustave 1 I France rescued by John Masterman (= United Kingdom). Frederic Gustave was on a voyage rom Bordeaux, Gironde to
Queenstown, County Cork, United Kingdom ]
General Grant & United Kingdom The schooner was lost at Anguilla ¥
; . § The schooner was driven ashore at Duncansby Head, Caithness. Her crew survived. She was on a voyage from London
John Wesley i United Kingdom

Notre Dame de Bon Port | || || France

Oberon

Vivid

to Dumfries. John Wesley had become a wreck by 4 April %!

The ship was driven ashore and scuttled at Swansea, Glamorgan, United Kingdom. She was on a voyage from Nantes,
Loire-Inférieure to Swansea ¥ Notre Dame de Bon Port was refloated on 3 April with the assistance of three tugs 1

The barque ran aground on Sarn Badrig and was abandoned. Her fifteen crew were rescued by the Port Madoc Lifeboat
& United Kingdom She was on a voyage from Macao, China to Liverpool, Lancashire. She floated off and came ashore on Shell Island
Caemarfonshire 19l

The schooner was driven ashore in Plattenburg Bay. Her six crew survived. She was on a voyage from Cape Town, Cape

United Kingdom ~
m g Colony to Table Bay¥

After the incident. Meanwhile the Barmouth Lifeboat had spotted the ship aground and
put out to it. They discovered that no one was on board and stayed with the ship. The
following day the wind went to the East and on the spring tide the vessel was floated off
the reef and beached on the Portmadoc side of the Mochras Cap. During the spring tides
the ship was dry at low water. The cargo was salvaged and the ship appeared undamaged.
The Barmouth Lifeboat crew claimed salvage to the sum of £3500. The owners however
Bowring & Co of Liverpool refused to pay the amount. The matter was left to be settled in
the Admiralty Court.

Since the incident, the ship was purchased by Thomas Hobley & Co, Segontin Terrace,
Carnarvon. The SV Oberon was re-registered at Carnarvon, surveyed Al at Bangor in
February 1861 and voyaged from Bangor to South America until 1869/70. Surveyed Al in
March at Bangor 1870 then voyaged to Nagasaki till 1871/72 when reported ‘Lost
adv(ised) 27 March 1872 (Fig. 4), and ‘stranded’ by Lloyds in the ‘Unseaworthy Ships
Commission Register’ on 19t September 1871 (Fig. 8) on passage from Middlesbrough to
Buenos Ayres carrying iron. Clip File project also has the vessel listed as ‘stranded’ dated
the 15t October 1871 (Fig. 5) quoting the ‘Unseaworthy Ships Commission Register’ 1874

(Fig. 8).

12
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Figure 8, Extract from Lloyds Unseaworthy Ships Commission.

470 UNSEAWORTHY BHIPS COMMISSION :

LOSS OF LIFE.—SIX

TasLe showing the WrECKS attended with Loss or Lire which occurred to British Vessels
of Fishing Vessels; * (2.) all Wrecks of Open Boats; (3.) Collisions of

i ’ g 1
Name of Vessel and Port | ) Iron in Nature Port | Por
], | - of Registey . e Wood., - : - §§, C:r'go. railed from. I hound to, =
| i i L |
I STRANDINGS - - -
o SO | AUMDITRONG § UWWH LR LU TR I || oo | DMIME  «] TIODF AORE (FUOL00D POD| OV
40 | 1871,10 8ept] Oberon ; Camarvon lﬂ Barque i ol w (Iron « o[ Middlesboro'| BueaosAyrest 40

4H o 18 | Desuldéal; Liverpool « | 3 [Ship  +| Iron | 1419 2 | Coal and fron Susderlaod | Kangoon | 41

e Previous research of the vessel, is contained in the Coflein report (Fig. 3) of the
grounding which occurred on 15t April 1860. This report is sketchy, brief and contains
several factual errors. It refers to a ‘loss’ and a ‘wreck’ neither of which is the case as the
vessel survived the grounding without damage and was returned to service for a further
ten years with a new owner. Larn & Larn also list this incident as a wreck site which it is
not.

¢ The site is not appropriate to be dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on.

¢ Salvage, the cargo and the ship were salvaged immediately following the incident. There
is nothing further to find.

e The only previous reports produced relating to this vessel were the Coflein and the Larn
& Larn and the contemporary newspaper reports.

Additional Information,

¢ Records of the SV Oberon, I have not found any Photographs, drawings, sketches,
paintings, pictures of a model, etc. nor any plans of the vessel. Information for this
shipbuilder is not available on-line. Some general information is available about ship
building at Bridport (Fig. 6).

¢ Some damage repairs were carried out following the grounding and beaching. This is
referenced as Damage Repaired in Lloyds Register 1861. The vessel was surveyed in
February 1861 and Classified Al. These repairs may have included replacement sheathing
of the Yellow Metal on felt below the waterline. In 1870 the SV Oberon was surveyed again
at Bangor and Classified Al1. (Appendix B)

¢ The owners of the SV Oberon were:
1852 to 1860 C.T.Bowring & Company, Liverpool.
1861 to 1872 Thomas Hobley & Co, Segontin Terrace, Carnarvon.

Sir William Benjamin Bowring, 1st Baronet (13 February 1837 — 20 October 1916), was a British ship-
owner, local politician and benefactor. Bowring was a senior partner of C. T. Bowring & Company, ship-
owners, and served as Lord Mayor of Liverpool between 1893 and 1894.

13
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o Masters of the SV Oberon were:
1852 to 1855 Williams
1856 to 1858 T Taverner
1859 to 1860 John Symons (Fig. 9)
1861 to 1863 W Evans / Blake
1864 to 1866 Blake
1867 to 1869 W Jones / ] Jones
1870 to 1871 Jacob Jones (Fig. 9)

Figure 9, Extract from Clip files showing Masters Certificates.

.
Cllp @ Home O CLIPdatabases v () Contact CLIP

BT 124 entry for JOHN SYMONS, Certificate: 73916. Source: BT124/14, recorded service: 1851 - 1860,
certificates: 70000 - 74027, image 507, row 5

[ L L eerroceH o S@ AMMae 1854. | [ ‘ l
"; H.m,nf?(r’*' T T ""'m.arng’.‘i—:}ﬂ:?ﬂ =¥ *‘ 5 e RO | Ve T T " T ﬁ ﬁ = |
J%910 | e el |
| / V/ | l
¢ | Cotr \4’/»44*1«// g bt | l
I sla {,/ | [ .o, 1 5% ‘
et g ﬁf,w,,i Yer /S =. |
i County ,:thnmd, I Cert! as ‘/%MA/ | i |
H at ‘\'4’,/%4/4—15 on 4;/%;% 185 4; i “ ’
Clip @& Home £ CLIP databases ~ Contact CLIP
BT 124 entry for JACOB JONES, Certificate: 42188. Source: BT124/5, recorded service: 1851 - 1860, -

certificates: 39000 - 42999, image 412, row §
> r f/;v/ £ T P UL L
. AP .4
p2/F 8 | LA 7.8
/ p 7
‘/'l'//' f'////.'-/
. / 7 e
:\ Cceeefoan & /// Jear //"}

~ o
S /.//rfu//,/ ("mm. ///.///'

o . 718
tbrteveerie " D Jlarek Y

)

e emaa] e 1 | I S s x +

e The crew of the SV Oberon comprised the Captain, a Mate and typically thirteen crew
members including a cook. Passengers were not normally carried.

Maritime History Archive

Crew List Index Search

Home ) Holdings and Collections | Crew lists and logbooks | Mew Search jj Crew List Index Search Results

Crew List Index Search Results

Search resulis for Crew Lists in the Maritime History Archive
Tvpes of Agreements and Accounts page provides an explanation for the codes referring to
the crew agreements held at the AMaritime Hisfory Archive

[l About the Archive Official_No: 24218

B Holdings & Collections 1863: 2

Ml Research Services 1864: 12

I Publications 1868: "

B on-line Catalogue

. Crew List Index Search Search results for Crew Lists in British Institutions

. \irtual Exhibits Clicking on the appropriate code will call up the name and address of the institution hoiding
the crew agreement. Flease note that we do not Rave any information on the 1Ypes of agreements
. Photo Catalogue heid at British institutions. Also note fhat the crew lists held at the Dorset History Centre (DQ) and
. Crew Agreements Liverpool City Libraries (LI) are also available online at Ancestry The crew agreements heid af the
Portsmouth Museums and Records Service and Devon Record Office are also available online at CLIF

N.B. Not ali archives in the U K. have provided us with a iist of crew agreements in their collections. in
parficular, we do not have any list of agreements from the Nafional Archives or the National Maritime
n Nuseum. Both institutions hold a considerable number of crew agreements. Please visit their web sites for
mare information
Official_No: 24218
1866: L

For information on ordering any of the crew agreemenits listed above, please visit the
Ordering Crew Agreements page.
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o Significant incidents, none relating to the SV Oberon have come to light in the course of
this research.

¢ A timeline showing the vessel’s life from commissioning to wrecking is given at Appendix.

e The ultimate fate of the SV Oberon is uncertain and I failed to discover any detail.
However the ship was apparently stranded/wrecked on 19t September 1871, with some
loss of life, as recorded in Lloyds (Fig. 8). The record states that the SV Oberon was on
passage from Middlesbrough to Buenos Ayres carrying iron. The Appropriation register has
it lost with the record advised on 27t March 1872.

7.0 Analysis

Some information was available, from Coflein and Larn & Larn, on this vessel prior to starting this
research.

The confusion that existed between the three database entries is sorted.

I have demonstrated that this vessel was not in fact wrecked so of the three entries none were in
fact wrecked as listed. I have also identified the SV Oberon relating to the NADU Ref 149 as the
barque Official Number 24218.

8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations

I have probably spent about 35 hours on this research project — approx. half of which on-line.
Quite a few dead ends but I think I have put together the main parts of this vessel’s story.
An unanswered question: the detail and whereabouts of the SV Oberon’s ultimate fate.

I have established that it was not wrecked on the St Patrick’s causeway but grounded and
subsequently salvaged.

There is no further work on this ‘wreck’ site and I do not believe there is any merit in further on-
line research on this vessel.

9.0 References
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Appendix A - Specification for the SV Oberon.

Repaired, Sold

Vessel Name/s Oberon
Type Barque
Cargo
Built Date Launched: 1852
Builder John Cox
West Bay Harbour, Bridport.
Construction Materials Wood
Decks One
Bulkheads | Not known
Propulsion Type Sail
Details Square Rigged
Engine Details None
Drive Type
Number
Dimensions Length 112ft 5ins
Beam 24ft 2ins
Draught 14ft 7ins
Tonnage Gross 307
Net 279
Owner First Bowring Co.
Liverpool
Last Hobley & Co
Carnarvon
Others
Registry Port Liverpool
Flag UK N.V.T.K.
Number 24218
History Routes From Liverpool
To Newfoundland / Nagasaki / S America/Brazil.
Cargo General Cargo
Final Voyage From Brazil
To Liverpool
Captain J Jones
Crew 14
Passengers | None
Cargo Sugar, Hides, Cotton.
Wrecking Date 01 April 1860
Location St Patrick’s Causeway, Cardigan Bay. Wales.
Cause Navigation error.
Loss of life | One
Outcome Salvaged, Re-floated, Beached, slight damage
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Appendix B — Extracts from Lloyds Register for SV Oberon.

1852
7|Oberon. '"isr | Roeinands 150/ Nwestl|1850{M. Wright Elsin’re| Nwe. Al
o—  "Swp. Shields 267 Sndrld 1638 Garbuu& Hartlp'l|Hpl.France| 8/El
pLB. | 278 Drpk ] vy P
oo 2 [Willinms SOZ'Bndpt 852 Bowring |Liverp'l|Liv. Nwﬂndl “sla
10 0hserver Sr 'Fowler |154/Nhavnl1f40/Camnion v ca.lr

1853

6/Oberon " Sw [TMelville|267|Sndrld|1838 Garbutt &|Hartlp'l Ply. Medit. ﬂml

&Z, ¥ B . 278 Drp&Sriprs 8.8.50|C. .
7 [ W Rhieinlanda | 150 Nwestl, 7850 M.Wright/Elsin're Nwc. Q‘A i
l B.
— "Bk |Williams (307 Bridpt 1652 Bowring [Liverp’]|Liv.Nwi'nd| 13'A 1
YM.52.1, 279 | . |
ONlanciina Qo l.‘n_.l.- '“ "'I-'Il IQAQ f‘.__lu 'Mlln- f.--
1854
pri.D. A I .
5{Oberon’ Sw |G. Bravey|267|Sndrld|1838|Garbutt & Hartlp'l| Hpl. Medit, 8ls1
r.&Z.SSptl. B. Drp&Sr prs 50| 8.8.50/C. 3
6|— Rheinlan 1 | |+ |Nwestl 1850 M Wright! Elin’re/N 9A
tl B 50
- ’Bk Williams |307|B i 'pt|1852 Bowring |Liverp’l Liv. NwﬁndL ISA 1
YM.5%.0 | | 52
RiNheorvar Qv IR Qoarla | 1564/ Nhaen 142 Camninn [T andan!Gle Madie | 19'4 1)
1855

>4
5 Oberon Scw |J. Fitchetl 95 Dmbtn lB“lDenny&c Dmbtn |Cly. Austral |A 1

1888 SOsborne|Shields |Shl. Medit LBI

| Stm (Iron)| MC5Y 6620HP.
6 — Sw [MOsbrne(267 Sndrld |
| 7.&Z.53p(LB. 278 Drp& s:i 8.8.50|C. 3' 2
7|_ Sr |Rheinlanda 150 chstl| 850 M Wright Elsin're Nwc. 9A1
ptl. B |
8 — Bk (W: llumll807 Bridpt 1852 ‘Bowring |Liverp'l Liv. Nwfind| 13 Ayljf
All\. YM 5o£r Ty ws__ s Iﬂ?“l_-_'ln‘ﬂ"" RO FEW B P - ame '01‘5?
1856
5 Oberon Scw WJ. Fitchet| 95 Dmbtn 1854 Denny &c/Dmbtn .Cly Austral| — '
| Stm MC.5¢ 662011, | ‘ . ﬁt
6 — Sw MOabrne 267 Sndrld 1838 SOsborne Shields Shl. M.cglt. 8,74
| r.&Z53ptL. B | 278 Drp&Sr prs 50 ‘ ' 33M0C.3 @
g - Sr | Rhemlwdui 150 ch»tlllubo M Wright Elsin’ relec. B
1.B.'
8'- PlBk TTavern'r 307 Bridpt 1852 Bowring |Liverp’l Liv. Nwfind 13A 1
| YM.55c.f. 7 S I IR N S SR
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1857
DI v v
5/0beron Scw [J. Fichet | 95 Dmbtn| 1854/ Denny&C|{Dmbtn (Cly.Austral -—4
Stm (Iron) MC54 6620HP. ' 54
6|— Sw |M Osbrne 267 Sndrld (1838 SOsborne
= .| 278 . 56
7l— Sr |Rheinlanda 150|chstl 1850 M Wrighg Elsinore Nwc.
I.B. 50
sl PBK |TTaveror 307 Bridpt|1852Bowring [Liverp'l|Liv.Nwflnd| 134 1
— Yn‘“.;e"' » ~ 123? AT ___ 14 _ Lo M “l
1858
; FUES
6.0beron  Sr |Rbeinlanda 150 Nwest] 1850 M Wright Elsinore{Nwe. 9|
- l
7T P(Bk T Tavernr 807 Bndpt 1852|Bowrmg Liverp') Liv.Nwfind; 13A 1
D'AL_-_Y_y_m & ‘._. - 1 K‘. Nhawn I1R42 Tahise A.l"! | }
1859
Classification,
BUILD. Port ,g .
No. Ships. Masters. |Tooa| Owners. g D‘vw'ﬁ”“ 3' cn:a.
Where. Im gg Hull &Stores.
10ak Bk JFergus'n 352|Sndrld 1854 Wilkinson|Hartlp' Cly. Medit. A |
LY M.55
2~ " Sw |Leighton [257|Mntrs (1851 J&DBirni Montr's| Mtr. Baltic | 8|A 1
ptl.B. .| 38! Dz. 55
8— Bg |E. Lothin/ 170 Whtby|1848 Barnard |Whitby WtbCoaster] 8/A 1
ptl.B. Drp 54|Srprs 57 |  Cont.56— 57
4— Sr |J. Steven | 98/Dndee (1847 J Spankie| Dundee Sld.Coaster| 8
ptl. B, 75/S:prs 56/Drp.5 8 C. 3
s5Oaklands BkJ. Winn |424 Shaldn(1858 J. Clark |London/Lon. 12A1
Y™
6/Oberon qu Rbeinlanda 150 Nwestl 1850 M Wright Elsinore Nwe 9
tL B.
7— "Bk |Symons |807Bridp't|1852 Bowring Liverp’] Liv.S.Amer| 134 1
YM.08c.. rn! | | |
v oNhao vrv_ 2 |07 Tavane NNOEO M acta e 3 T [ Tae Q@ L smael 10nla
Lloyds 1860
| I on ; = i
7/Oberon  Sr Rheinlanda 150 Nwestl lSSO'M anht Elsmore Nwe. 9f C
i ptl. B, | 50 :
8 — Bk Symons 307 Brdprt 1852 Bowring Liverp’ | le S.Amer 18 Al
| YM.58c f. 279 | 58
2O Nhae RL ¢ v_n__+_ O] Tavsaw 12RAMaclandes Tavane: (Tae @ Aaiae TA'A 1
Lloyds 1861
G;Oberon TS 'llhemhnda 150 ﬁ:vésﬁ) 1850 M. anht Elsmore’l\wc. 2 6; ;
ptl.B
71— Bk W. Evans, 307‘Brdprt 1852iHoblay&c Carorvp Bog.SAmer| 13A 1
-n"n-'.&"h’ 6-‘-::“ nnl'Drp Glxinrn'h L 1 e r M~ A In‘ ?’61
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1862
T e v g o
rn&TYM.0lct
KN | e o1 l-- _l-.- Tar mnwa 1l'a
1863
+ L |reardaer|i 1m0 | | N | 13"!:.]‘1& |
llﬂt!rm W.Evans !:llh 112-3;24-2/14°7 Hrulpr 1852 Hnl-jmltti_lmml I!-n 5. Amer
uﬂld:‘ m I‘h-.-!llr i a‘-fi.a.mu [ e 11
o 0 W 'Iﬂn......l._-_ ST TR L3 il Lossas 11 @R dl heclaslea l...-....u | Nawr "N B T L !
1864
1LB. Gardn'ri11mo, I 11,61
beron Bk Blake 307/112:5/24°2/147'Brdprt |1852 Hoblay&C Carnrvn [Sws.S, Amer, 13/A 1
PAYM.03cf. 270 Drp.61 ' 1o_,cs
KIH Tawill ngida110125.800.28 P (il [1RBL Rawrinel  [ivern'l (e Tndia Al
1865
senULAN DIW.MUWIT | 03] OL'U[LYU] ¥UDHArN G150 IjUraven U Loaster | DjA ll
1B ' Gardn'r |1 1mo 11,61
7Oberon  Bk(Blake  [307/112:5[24-2(14-7 Brdprt 1852/ Hoblay&C{Carnrvn Swa. S, 154 1
| rAYMSSc! 279 Drp 81 no.ui
I\ 77— H Tawill 1181/211-2185-229-A P Gler 1 R84 Rawrine Ll ivemn'l (e Tadia . N | Y
1866
I pysenn. AETIN Avmv, 9,00
§Oberon Bk Blake | 307112:524-2]14°7 Bnlprl 1852 Hoblay&C{Carnrvn Sws.8. Amer| 13]A 1¢
r.&YM.63¢.f v h 249 Drp 61 | 10,63
1867
rzlllopu.u.l [meTEs |1VIe | amcry) | 0, %0]
Bk|W.Jones |807]) 12 sm 2/14: 7| Brdprt |1852{Hoblay&C{Carnrvn |Bng.§ Amu 184 1
me 88e.1 | 27 9| 7,60
KA /1T Mawint 1rarlersy .10( 22810 Alall 084Dl IT fnan I..J- _IAaMan
1868
FEYM.GOPLLIS. W.F.&S.00 | Hnarsn [1Umo. {A.&EC.P.) b,00
glOberon  BK|W. Jones |307|112°5(24°2/14-7| Brdprt 1852/ Hoblay&C|Carnrvn Bng.S.Amer| 13A 1
r&YM.66c.1. .| 279 Drp.61 ' ; . _ Cont. 65 9| 7,66
1869
| ranat oo [" T feranss T ftade f0me T ey | [ 6
6 Uberon k W.Jones 307 12:524°2/14°7|Bridprt 1852 Hoblny&(,Canrm Bng 154 1AL
- ' "' ‘ l‘!'m.h_m m.l ol nﬁlp‘ll asa'my_ 2 w I‘~ 'l r 1 ”‘ A. 1 ."
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1870, surveyed Al in March at Bangor.

1871

—3 o
1871-72. OBA
DIMENSIONS. BUILD. Port Port of % Character for |
k S SET £ Sto
No Ships. Masters. |Tons. = 41 5 Owners. belonging | ° ‘ll; _‘:!" d_’ll 8 "um:.’:‘lh":‘:"' !
a 2 =  Where. When to. e 7% | of Last Survey. ‘
g = 3 \\l'\’I\ﬂ(‘. - i
7«1 Oban © SrWilliamsn| 63 61°0[18:0] 9:0 Sndrl’d 1861 Williamson |Boston Bos. 8
LB Gardaer11mo $.66 |
2 Oberlin Bed M Farlane | 263 109°5[26-0[12°9 Mrmei 1865 J.MFarlane |Dunedin  |Liv.C.G.H. 7
rAYMOOPLE w.r.&s.66 Hendrsn ' 10mo (a.&o.p) 6,66
5 Oberon BkiJ.Jones 307 112:5/24°2{14°7 Brdprt 1852 Hobley&Co. |Carnarvon BngNagaski| 13 A 1]
r.&YM.70ef 279 Drp.61 1.1, Bng. 70 Cont.65 9 3,790 |
|
|

1872 not listed
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Appendix C - Extract from Mercantile Navy Lists 1857 to 1885.

Mercantile Navy List, 1860, page 572

ver[ 1020 ] (G D

39332|Norman, Trinidad

14525/ Norman Morison, London
27881 Normanby, .E[a;rtiapool
14507| Normanby, Newcastle

| Mercantile Navy List, 1871, page 257
vear 1071 - G B

I QUBIU | Oberlin, Adelaide, 5. A, .

24218 | Oberon, Carnarvon . .
48303 | Oberoun, Liverpool . .
52351 | Oberon, Sydney, N.8. W, .
29677 | Ohov Toreaw

Ship: OBERON

Image sot

D PO A 42
| 41912|Onsis, Halifax, N. S. : '
31588|Oberon, Hobart Town

24218|0beron, Liverpool
32577|Oberon, Sydney

| 7226|Novar, Inverness
115118|Novelty, Belfast
41278 Novelty, Belize
19696|Novice, Lerwick

Image source: ctio

Ship: OBERON, Sall
2L UA <=y by EED B

L WoRLG &0 l JTIHID MLnugl, rure Aaucisuc, U-I:-
.| NV.I.LK 264 | Thos, Hobley, Segontin Perrace, Carnarvon.
"| V.W.H.L | 1180 | C. T. Bowring aud Qo., Liverpool.
. .. Juo, Taylor, Balmain, Sydney, N.8.W.
NMKS8 | 271 | Georze Deslandes. 23. Commercial Buildings, Jersey.

| Mercantile Navy List, 1872, page 363 Ship: OBERON, Sail Image source: cfie
| vear[7e72 < € D 2L o=@y p p IED KX
DLE | Uasls, Yannouvn . | 2L Iuluuuuil | iouv e AU DITUCLIGH L GLIIGL, & GRIauuua.
21 adiah, Liverpool . .| F. | Winsford . | 1858 .. 59 | John Albiston, Winsford, Oheshire,
mgi* ggu.u, llaléslt‘.ln‘:l . .+ « «|B8r |Sunderland . | 1861 | T.Q.G.P 53 | Thomas Williamson, Boston, Lin 3
42411 | Oban, 8t. John's, N.F.L. . .| .. L . .. 129 | Samuel Winser, Swan Island, Newfoundland,
40140 | Obdulia, Trinidad . . o oo - . 2e ‘e 9 | Edward Brown, Port of 8pain, Trinidad
50870 | Oberlin, Adelaide, 8.A.. . | Bg. |Miramichi,N,B.| 1865 | W.K.I.G | 242 | Philip Manuel, Port Adelaide, S.A.
24218 | Oberon, Carnarvon . g %rﬁpeorh . ggi %‘YV%% lggl% ghos. llaiooblay, ggionogin %‘dmol(?mmrmn,
ROAR1 ng’ ;"HEE.)SOI ] 'Pginh'hnnﬂnw 1mea | T W | 1193 | Shaw. Maxton. & Lowther. 2 Roval Exchanee

Not listed after 1872
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Appendix D - The Timeline for the SV Oberon.

1852 Built by John Cox at West Bay Harbour, Bridport, Devon. Owned by C.T.Bowring & Company,
Liverpool. Voyaging Liverpool to Newfoundland.

1859 Trading South America / Brazil to Liverpool.

1860 15t April incident at St Patrick’s Causeway. Master and crew abandoned ship which was
subsequently salvaged intact.

1860/61 Ship purchased by Thomas Hobley & Co, Segontin Terrace, Carnarvon. Resumed trading to South
America until 1869.

1861 Surveyed in February at Bangor. Home port Caernarvon.

1863 Trading from Swansea / South America.

1870 Surveyed Al in March at Bangor.

1870/ 71 Voyages to Nagasaki — according to Lloyds.

1871 Stranded/wrecked Lloyds: on passage Middlesbrough to Buenos Ayres carrying Iron.

1872 Note on Appropriation Register of ‘Lost adv 27" March 1872’.
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Appendix E - Extracts from contemporary newspaper reports.

NORTH WALES CHRONICLE 7% April 1860

CRICCIETH. SHIPWRECK OFF MOCHRAS POINT.-A shipwreck occurred at this point on Sunday
morning last, which has resulted in the death of one of the crew. The ship “"Oberon”, Captain
Symons, was bound from the Brazils to Liverpool, with a cargo of sugar, cotton, and hides. During
the night the weather was thick and hazy, and the captain mistaking the lights, the ship struck at
three o'clock on the eastern end of Sarn Badrig, (St. Patrick's Causeway) some four or five miles
off Mochras Point. The crew, with the captain, to the number of 15, put off in a small boat, and
were tossed about in the bay for some hours. At half-past 7 o'clock, the crew of the Portmadoc
Life-boat, stationed at Criccieth, descried a ship aground in the distance, but could not descry any
signals of distress. A short time afterwards, however, they saw, from the castle, a boat full of
people bearing towards the breakers along shore, the boat apparently making for Portmadoc bar.
They instantly hoisted a signal flag upon the Castle-hill, which was seen by the boat's crew, and
put off at once in the life-boat to their assistance. About half-past 9 o'clock, they came alongside
the boat, the crew of which were at once removed into the life boat, most of them being in a very
exhausted state, from cold and starvation, as they were all very lightly clad. They were all landed
safely at Criccieth, but one of the crew died about 10 minutes after he had been taken ashore.
In consequence of this, J. Williams, Esq., surgeon, of Talarvor, was sent for to attend to the crew,
who were all in the meanwhile removed to the White Lion, and the Brynhir Arms, Criccieth, where
they received every attention. We are glad to say that the life-boat on this occasion acted most
admirably, notwithstanding that she had some 26 persons on board, on her return to Criccieth. It
is a singular circumstance, that six or seven weeks ago, this life-boat went out to render assistance
to a vessel with the same name, bound from Liverpool to the coast of Africa, which had stranded
on the same reef of rock, only farther to the seaward. But evening coming, and there being no
lights on board-ship, they were unable to pick her up, and had to run for the night into Abersoch.
Next morning, seeing no signals of distress, the crew of the life-boat returned to Criccieth. On that
occasion the National Life-Boat Association awarded one pound each to the men for their services.—
An inquest was held at the White Lion Inn, on Monday last, before Dr. Hughes, coroner, on the
body of the unfortunate seaman who died, when after hearing the evidence, the jury returned a
verdict that the deceased had come by his death from exhaustion, produced by cold and exposure.
We may also add, that Captain Symons, desires, through our pages, to return his grateful thanks,
on behalf of himself and the crew, to the inhabitants of Criccieth and Portmadoc, for the great
kindness which they experienced from them on this trying occasion.
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This report, relating to the Barmouth Lifeboat’s response, appeared in the
‘Chronicle’ of the following week:

CRICCIETH. THE WRECK OFF MOCHRIS (SIC) POINT.—, .. We
now subjoin further details. Some time after the crew left the stranded ship,
the wreck was seen from Barmouth, and the crew of the life boat which is

stationed there, at once put out to sea for the wreck, and discovered on
arriving at it, that no one was on board. They stopped with the ship, and as on
the following day the wind changed to the cast, she was got off the reef at
spring tide, and then floated towards Portmadoc, and went on shore on the
Portmadoc side of Mochris [Mochras] Cap, which is within the Portmadoc
district. As the hull of the vessel is but slightly, if at all injured, it is probable
that the greater part of the cargo will be saved, especially the hides and the
cotton. The sugar has fared worse, but of this, up to Tuesday last, 278 bags
have been taken on shore. During the spring tides, the ship is dry at low water,
but the squally weather which has prevailed has prevented the landing of the
whole of the cargo.

Naturally, it was the Criccieth lifeboatmen and their boat which attracted
praise in this report:

Itis now ascertained that but for the timely arrival of the Portmadoc life-boat,
the whole of the crew must have perished, and, we are sorry to say, the crew
lost nearly all their clothes and their property. On learning this, collections
were made in the different dissenting chapels in Portmadoc, and the sum of
£12 was handed over to Capt. Mathew [Capt. Edward Windus Mathew of
Wern] for the poor men. A letter had also been received from the committee
of the National Life-boat Institution in London, stating that in consequence
of the crew of the life-boat having saved so many lives, each of the men will be
awarded a double payment. Indeed, the conduct of the men, and the
admirable qualities displayed by the boat in the heavy sea, have been the
themes of general conversation in the neighbourhood. Attempts have been
made to right the ship, but by reason of the cargo having rolled to one side, the
attempts have not yet been successful. We understand that the Barmouth
Lifeboat people have claimed salvage to the amount of £3,500; but as the
owners of the ship, Bowering Brothers and Co., Liverpool, have refused to
pay so large a sum, the matter will probably have to be settled in the
Admiralty Court (N.W.C. April 14, 1860).
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