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1.0 Abstract 
 

This project is to discover information relating to the reported wreck of the 
Barque Oberon (MADU Ref. 149. Table 1) for which there are several newspaper 

archived reports of it having gone aground on 1st April 1860 on St Patrick’s 

Causeway (Sarn Badrig), Cardigan Bay, Wales.  

The objective is to establish the facts relating to the wreck report and discover 

the circumstances leading up to the wrecking and the outcome, together with 

any other relevant information. 

The research is limited to information available on-line as access to libraries and 

record offices was not possible at this time due to the lockdown for the CORVID-

19 pandemic. 

 

Table 1, Extract from MADU database 
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3.0 Introduction 

The Ship Oberon was selected as one of many vessels wrecked on the infamous St Patrick’s 

Causeway in Cardigan Bay. The Oberon was also one of several ships engaged in the transatlantic 

trade between Liverpool and New Foundland and latterly to South America. Rigged as a Barque 

sailing ship built at Bridport, Devon in 1852, it was owned and operated by Bowring Co. of 

Liverpool. The ship, on passage from Brazil to Liverpool, after errors of navigation, went aground 

on the St Patrick’s causeway (Sarn Badrig) in Cardigan Bay (Fig. 2) on the morning of 1st April 

1860. All of the crew attempted to get ashore in the ship’s boat which was in difficulty when 

rescued by the Portmadoc lifeboat (which was stationed at Criccieth), one of the crew died about 

10 minutes after he had been taken ashore. After a period of time, lodged on the reef, the only 

slightly damaged vessel was salvaged by the Barmouth Lifeboat. 

The position of the wreck site is given by Larn & Larn as 52.26 N, 04.14 W – this position is about 

two miles inland from Llan-non next to the Brynaria Caravan Park.  

The ship actually came aground about five miles offshore from Mochras Point. The grid reference 

given in Coflein is a close approximation of the site of the grounding (Fig. 1). 

Figure 1, Position of grounding (Coflein). 
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Figure 2, Cardigan Bay Reefs. 
 

 

The following aspects were included in this research:- 

• The vessel’s specification 

• Historical information available relating to the vessel 

• What was the lead up to wrecking 

• What caused the wrecking 

• What has happened since the wrecking 

• Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story 

• Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on the site 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel 
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4.0 Background 

Some information was available from MADU database, Larn & Larn and Coflein (Fig. 1). 

Figure 3, Copy of the Coflein Report 
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5.0 Research Methodology   

The following were used in this research:- 

 

Acer Laptop with fast fibre wireless internet connection, I-phone. 

Search engines used were 

Google Chrome 

AVG Secure Browser 

Microsoft Office 

Windows 10 

Snip & Sketch 

 

 
Methodology:  first step to check out Coflein. 

Then Lloyds Register. Mercantile Navy Lists. Newspaper records. Crewlist. 

List of sources, 

Coflein: https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search comprehensive record on this ship wreck. 

Lloyds Register of shipping: https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online - 

Lloyds Register, starting point. 

Library of Wales: https://newspapers.library.wales/view/3310679/3310687/68/ - excellent for local news 

reports on the wreck, rescue, salvage, sequence, names and places. 

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard  Archive– nothing on this ship. 

http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/ - good to identify ships and for crew lists but no detail available for this 

ship. 

Crew lists and other documents: http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists - good for dates but no 

crew information available 

https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search 

https://bridportandwestbay.co.uk/town-hall/fra-newbury/ship-building/ 

https://dorset-ancestors.com/ 

https://www.bridportnews.co.uk/news/17770859.take-look-back-west-bay-harbours-shipbuilding-past/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_shipwrecks_in_April_1860#1_April 

https://support.google.com/maps/answer/18539 

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?shipsearch=Oberon&SearchType=Exact&submit 

https://gridreferencefinder.com/os.php 

http://www.carnarvontraders.com/shipowners.shtml 

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/people/bt124masters/image? 

https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online
https://newspapers.library.wales/search?query=Kingfisher&publication%5B%5D=The+Cambrian+News+and+Merionethshire+Standard
http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/
http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists
https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search
https://bridportandwestbay.co.uk/town-hall/fra-newbury/ship-building/
https://dorset-ancestors.com/
https://www.bridportnews.co.uk/news/17770859.take-look-back-west-bay-harbours-shipbuilding-past/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_shipwrecks_in_April_1860#1_April
https://support.google.com/maps/answer/18539
https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?shipsearch=Oberon&SearchType=Exact&submit
https://gridreferencefinder.com/os.php
http://www.carnarvontraders.com/shipowners.shtml
https://www.crewlist.org.uk/people/bt124masters/image
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6.0 Results    
• The specification of the SV Oberon is summarised at Appendix A 

The vessel was built at West Bay Harbour, Bridport, Devon by John Cox. Launched in 1852, 

wooden construction Square rigged as a Barque 307/279 Tons for general trade. Main 

dimensions 112ft 5ins long 24ft 2ins beam 14ft 7ins depth. Registered 26th March 1852 

Official number 24218 (Fig 4). The SV Oberon was commissioned to be built by C.T.Bowring & 

Company, Liverpool, who owned and operated the vessel until 1860. After the incident in 

Cardigan Bay, and the vessel was salvaged, it was purchased by Thomas Hobley & Co, 

Segontin Terrace, Carnarvon. 

Figure 4, Extract from the Lloyds Appropriation List. 

1855 Date of Registration 26th March 1852, Date of Appropriation 23rd June 1855 

 

 

‘Lost adv 27/3/72’ 

 

Several ships were found with the name Oberon. But only one that could have been in Cardigan Bay on the 

date and fitting the description from contemporary accounts (Appendix E). 

Figure 5, Extract Crew List Project. 
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• History of the SV Oberon prior to the incident. The Oberon was built at Bridport, Devon 

(Fig. 6). Shipbuilding there was very significant in the 19th Century but now there is little 

evidence of it. Ships there were wooden built initially using locally sourced timber and then 

latterly imported timber from the Baltic and North America. 

Figure 6, Extract from Bridport and Lyme Regis News 20th July 2019. 

Take a look back at West Bay Harbour's shipbuilding past 
By Lottie Welch  @LottieWelchBNReporter 

The shipyard was initially established by a gentleman named Nicholas Bools. Bools had previously 

built ships on the beach at Burton Bradstock and had worked in one of the Royal Naval 

Dockyards. In 1830, John Cox, a local man, took over the yard, he was Wesleyan Preacher and 

was instrumental in building the Methodist Chapel, which is now home to West Bay Discovery 

Centre. 

Most of the workers in the shipyard lived locally in West Bay and Bridport or commuted from 

neighbouring villages of Burton Bradstock and Eype using the coastal footpath. 

The timber used to build the ships was typically oak and pine, initially this came from the 

Marshwood Vale and other parts of Dorset and Somerset, but increasingly timber from the Baltic 

and America was imported for use. 

By the 19th century there were six slipways allowing three ships to be built at once. 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

The SV Oberon was engaged in trans-Atlantic trade between Newfoundland and Liverpool 

until 1858. Then trading between South America/Brazil and Liverpool 1859/60. 

 

• The lead up to the incident, the SV Oberon was on passage from Brazil to Liverpool 

with a cargo of sugar, hides and cotton. The Master was Captain John Symons. This was 

his second year as Master. Heading up the Irish Sea, in the dark and very poor visibility, 

the light at Bardsey Island was mistaken for a light on the Irish coast, consequently the 

Master altered course to North-East resulting in the ship running gently aground on the 

Sarn Badrig. 

 

• The grounding occurred at 3-00 am on the morning of Sunday 1st April 1860 (Fig. 7). 

The ship struck towards the east end of the causeway approximately four and a half miles 

from Mochras Point. The ship stuck fast and the Master decided to abandon ship. He and 

his fourteen crew put off in one of the ships boats to row for the shore. They were tossed 

about in the bay for some hours becoming cold, wet and exhausted. The Portmadoc 

Lifeboat was stationed at Criccieth and at around 7-00 am spotted the ship aground but 

could not discern any distress signals. Soon after, from Castle hill, the ship’s boat was 

spotted apparently making for Portmadoc bar. The Lifeboat launched to their assistance 

and at approximately 9-30am took them all into the Lifeboat landing them safely at 

Criccieth. One of the crew died soon after being landed ashore. The cause of the 

grounding would have to be put down to poor navigation in difficult conditions, confusion 

of the light, lack of any warning or navigational aids in Cardigan Bay. 

 

 

https://www.bridportnews.co.uk/author/profile/294134.Lottie_Welch/
http://www.twitter.com/@LottieWelchBN
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Figure 7, Extract from Wikipedia. 

 

 

 

 

• After the incident. Meanwhile the Barmouth Lifeboat had spotted the ship aground and 

put out to it. They discovered that no one was on board and stayed with the ship. The 

following day the wind went to the East and on the spring tide the vessel was floated off 

the reef and beached on the Portmadoc side of the Mochras Cap. During the spring tides 

the ship was dry at low water. The cargo was salvaged and the ship appeared undamaged. 

The Barmouth Lifeboat crew claimed salvage to the sum of £3500. The owners however 

Bowring & Co of Liverpool refused to pay the amount. The matter was left to be settled in 

the Admiralty Court. 

 

• Since the incident, the ship was purchased by Thomas Hobley & Co, Segontin Terrace, 

Carnarvon. The SV Oberon was re-registered at Carnarvon, surveyed A1 at Bangor in 

February 1861 and voyaged from Bangor to South America until 1869/70. Surveyed A1 in 

March at Bangor 1870 then voyaged to Nagasaki till 1871/72 when reported ‘Lost 

adv(ised) 27 March 1872 (Fig. 4), and ‘stranded’ by Lloyds in the ‘Unseaworthy Ships 

Commission Register’ on 19th September 1871 (Fig. 8) on passage from Middlesbrough to 

Buenos Ayres carrying iron. Clip File project also has the vessel listed as ‘stranded’ dated 

the 1st October 1871 (Fig. 5) quoting the ‘Unseaworthy Ships Commission Register’ 1874 

(Fig. 8). 
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Figure 8, Extract from Lloyds Unseaworthy Ships Commission. 

 

 

 

• Previous research of the vessel, is contained in the Coflein report (Fig. 3) of the 

grounding which occurred on 1st April 1860. This report is sketchy, brief and contains 

several factual errors. It refers to a ‘loss’ and a ‘wreck’ neither of which is the case as the 

vessel survived the grounding without damage and was returned to service for a further 

ten years with a new owner.  Larn & Larn also list this incident as a wreck site which it is 

not. 

 

• The site is not appropriate to be dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on. 

 

• Salvage, the cargo and the ship were salvaged immediately following the incident. There 

is nothing further to find. 

 

• The only previous reports produced relating to this vessel were the Coflein and the Larn 

& Larn and the contemporary newspaper reports. 

 

 

Additional Information, 
 

• Records of the SV Oberon, I have not found any Photographs, drawings, sketches, 

paintings, pictures of a model, etc. nor any plans of the vessel. Information for this 

shipbuilder is not available on-line. Some general information is available about ship 

building at Bridport (Fig. 6). 

 

• Some damage repairs were carried out following the grounding and beaching. This is 

referenced as Damage Repaired in Lloyds Register 1861. The vessel was surveyed in 

February 1861 and Classified A1. These repairs may have included replacement sheathing 

of the Yellow Metal on felt below the waterline. In 1870 the SV Oberon was surveyed again 

at Bangor and Classified A1. (Appendix B) 

 

• The owners of the SV Oberon were: 

1852 to 1860 C.T.Bowring & Company, Liverpool. 

1861 to 1872 Thomas Hobley & Co, Segontin Terrace, Carnarvon. 

 
Sir William Benjamin Bowring, 1st Baronet (13 February 1837 – 20 October 1916), was a British ship-
owner, local politician and benefactor. Bowring was a senior partner of C. T. Bowring & Company, ship-
owners, and served as Lord Mayor of Liverpool between 1893 and 1894. 
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• Masters of the SV Oberon were: 
1852 to 1855 Williams 

1856 to 1858 T Taverner 

1859 to 1860 John Symons (Fig. 9) 

1861 to 1863 W Evans / Blake 

1864 to 1866 Blake 

1867 to 1869 W Jones / J Jones 

1870 to 1871 Jacob Jones (Fig. 9) 

 

Figure 9, Extract from Clip files showing Masters Certificates. 
 

 

 

• The crew of the SV Oberon comprised the Captain, a Mate and typically thirteen crew 

members including a cook. Passengers were not normally carried. 
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• Significant incidents, none relating to the SV Oberon have come to light in the course of 

this research.     

 

• A timeline showing the vessel’s life from commissioning to wrecking is given at Appendix. 

 

• The ultimate fate of the SV Oberon is uncertain and I failed to discover any detail. 

However the ship was apparently stranded/wrecked on 19th September 1871, with some 

loss of life, as recorded in Lloyds (Fig. 8). The record states that the SV Oberon was on 

passage from Middlesbrough to Buenos Ayres carrying iron. The Appropriation register has 

it lost with the record advised on 27th March 1872. 

 

7.0 Analysis 

Some information was available, from Coflein and Larn & Larn, on this vessel prior to starting this 

research. 

 

The confusion that existed between the three database entries is sorted. 

 

I have demonstrated that this vessel was not in fact wrecked so of the three entries none were in 

fact wrecked as listed. I have also identified the SV Oberon relating to the NADU Ref 149 as the 

barque Official Number 24218. 

 

 

8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

I have probably spent about 35 hours on this research project – approx. half of which on-line. 

Quite a few dead ends but I think I have put together the main parts of this vessel’s story. 

An unanswered question: the detail and whereabouts of the SV Oberon’s ultimate fate. 

I have established that it was not wrecked on the St Patrick’s causeway but grounded and 

subsequently salvaged. 

There is no further work on this ‘wreck’ site and I do not believe there is any merit in further on-

line research on this vessel. 
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Appendix A – Specification for the SV Oberon. 

 

 

Vessel  Name/s Oberon 

 Type Barque  

  Cargo 

Built  Date Launched: 1852 

   

   

 Builder John Cox 

  West Bay Harbour, Bridport. 

Construction Materials  Wood 

 Decks One 

 Bulkheads Not known 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details Square Rigged 

Engine Details None 

   

   

   

   

Drive Type  

 Number  

Dimensions Length 112ft          5ins       

 Beam 24ft          2ins  

 Draught 14ft          7ins  

Tonnage Gross 307 

 Net 279 

Owner First Bowring Co. 

  Liverpool 

 Last Hobley & Co 

  Carnarvon 

 Others  

Registry Port Liverpool 

 Flag UK N.V.T.K. 

 Number 24218 

History Routes From Liverpool 

  To Newfoundland / Nagasaki / S America/Brazil. 

 Cargo General Cargo 

Final Voyage From Brazil 

 To Liverpool 

 Captain J Jones 

 Crew 14 

 Passengers None 

 Cargo Sugar, Hides, Cotton. 

Wrecking Date 01 April 1860 

 Location St Patrick’s Causeway, Cardigan Bay. Wales. 

 Cause Navigation error. 

 Loss of life One 

 Outcome Salvaged, Re-floated, Beached, slight damage 

Repaired, Sold 
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Appendix B – Extracts from Lloyds Register for SV Oberon. 

1852 

 

1853 

 

1854 

 

1855 

 

1856 
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1857 

 

1858 

 

1859 

 

Lloyds 1860 

 

Lloyds 1861 
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1862 

 

1863 

 

1864 

 

1865 

 

1866 

 

 

1867 

 

 

1868 

 

 

1869 
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1870, surveyed A1 in March at Bangor. 

 

1871 

 

 

1872 not listed 
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Appendix C - Extract from Mercantile Navy Lists 1857 to 1885. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not listed after 1872 
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Appendix D - The Timeline for the SV Oberon.  

 

1852 Built by John Cox at West Bay Harbour, Bridport, Devon. Owned by C.T.Bowring & Company, 
 Liverpool. Voyaging Liverpool to Newfoundland. 

1859 Trading South America / Brazil to Liverpool. 

1860 1st April incident at St Patrick’s Causeway. Master and crew abandoned ship which was 

 subsequently salvaged intact. 

1860/61 Ship purchased by Thomas Hobley & Co, Segontin Terrace, Carnarvon. Resumed trading to South

 America until 1869. 

1861 Surveyed in February at Bangor. Home port Caernarvon. 

1863 Trading from Swansea / South America. 

1870 Surveyed A1 in March at Bangor. 

1870 / 71 Voyages to Nagasaki – according to Lloyds. 

1871 Stranded/wrecked Lloyds: on passage Middlesbrough to Buenos Ayres carrying Iron. 

1872 Note on Appropriation Register of ‘Lost adv 27th March 1872’. 
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Appendix E - Extracts from contemporary newspaper reports. 

 

NORTH WALES CHRONICLE 7th April 1860 

 

CRICCIETH. SHIPWRECK OFF MOCHRAS POINT.-A shipwreck occurred at this point on Sunday 

morning last, which has resulted in the death of one of the crew. The ship “Oberon”, Captain 

Symons, was bound from the Brazils to Liverpool, with a cargo of sugar, cotton, and hides. During 

the night the weather was thick and hazy, and the captain mistaking the lights, the ship struck at 

three o'clock on the eastern end of Sarn Badrig, (St. Patrick's Causeway) some four or five miles 

off Mochras Point. The crew, with the captain, to the number of 15, put off in a small boat, and 

were tossed about in the bay for some hours. At half-past 7 o'clock, the crew of the Portmadoc 

Life-boat, stationed at Criccieth, descried a ship aground in the distance, but could not descry any 

signals of distress. A short time afterwards, however, they saw, from the castle, a boat full of 

people bearing towards the breakers along shore, the boat apparently making for Portmadoc bar. 

They instantly hoisted a signal flag upon the Castle-hill, which was seen by the boat's crew, and 

put off at once in the life-boat to their assistance. About half-past 9 o'clock, they came alongside 

the boat, the crew of which were at once removed into the life boat, most of them being in a very 

exhausted state, from cold and starvation, as they were all very lightly clad. They were all landed 

safely at Criccieth, but one of the crew died about 10 minutes after he had been taken ashore. 

In consequence of this, J. Williams, Esq., surgeon, of Talarvor, was sent for to attend to the crew, 

who were all in the meanwhile removed to the White Lion, and the Brynhir Arms, Criccieth, where 

they received every attention. We are glad to say that the life-boat on this occasion acted most 

admirably, notwithstanding that she had some 26 persons on board, on her return to Criccieth. It 

is a singular circumstance, that six or seven weeks ago, this life-boat went out to render assistance 

to a vessel with the same name, bound from Liverpool to the coast of Africa, which had stranded 

on the same reef of rock, only farther to the seaward. But evening coming, and there being no 

lights on board-ship, they were unable to pick her up, and had to run for the night into Abersoch. 

Next morning, seeing no signals of distress, the crew of the life-boat returned to Criccieth. On that 

occasion the National Life-Boat Association awarded one pound each to the men for their services.—

An inquest was held at the White Lion Inn, on Monday last, before Dr. Hughes, coroner, on the 

body of the unfortunate seaman who died, when after hearing the evidence, the jury returned a 

verdict that the deceased had come by his death from exhaustion, produced by cold and exposure. 

We may also add, that Captain Symons, desires, through our pages, to return his grateful thanks, 

on behalf of himself and the crew, to the inhabitants of Criccieth and Portmadoc, for the great 

kindness which they experienced from them on this trying occasion. 
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