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1.0 Abstract 
 

This report serves to provide a historical look into the “life” and “death” of the British Steamship 

Olivial which served as a cargo ship during the late 19th Century and early 20th Century. Based on 

the research, the author believes this ship to actually have been named Olivia and not Olivial. 

Aside from the title of this report it is referred to as Olivia herein. 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting health and safety concerns, this report is solely 

based on information available online or through email correspondence with others. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU), as a result of work performed on the Welsch 

designated wreck site known as the Diamond (between 2001 and 2009), has compiled a 

significant database of wrecks in the north end of Cardigan Bay in north west Wales. These 

wrecks date from as far back as 1590. MADU, in partnership with the Nautical Archaeology 

Society (NAS), have initiated the Welsch Wreck Web Research Project (North Cardigan Bay) by 

which individual volunteers select vessels from the database of wrecks to research.  

 

This report on the Steamship Olivial is part of this volunteer research project and serves to 

provide the details and methodology of research, the results and findings, analysis, and 

recommendations.  

 

The author of this report is an avid scuba diver with a strong interest in shipwrecks from both the 

historical aspect as well as experiencing them first-hand (i.e. shipwreck diving).  

 

Prior to the start of this research, the information available in the database for this vessel was 

very basic and limited which appealed to the author as a good opportunity and challenge to 

investigate further to add significance to the historical record. The purpose of this research was 

not only to determine the facts surrounding the loss of the Beginning, but also to provide as 

much information and detail about the vessel and its seagoing life. Answers to the following 

specific questions were a goal of the research:  

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• Where did the vessel travel and what type of service was it in? 

 

• Who were the people involved with the vessel? (i.e. Captains, crew, owners, etc.) 

 

• What was the story leading up to the wrecking? 

 

• What caused the wrecking? 

 

• What is the location of the wreck and are there any remains? 

 

• What happened since the wrecking (recovery, salvage, etc.)? 

 

• Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story? 

 

• Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed, or worked on the site? 

 

• Were there other vessels named Olivial during the life of the subject vessel and what 

distinguishes them from the subject vessel? (This information will aid in the prevention of 

contaminating the historical record of the subject vessel provided herein and by other 

potential researchers) 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting my research, the following information was on record and available from MADU 

or found directly from sources provided in original email correspondence. One of the goals of this 

research was to either confirm or correct the information below. 

The information is presented here verbatim: 

 

 

Map 1: Location of Wreck 
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5.0 Research Methodology   

Research was mostly conducted on the internet with my Dell laptop computer, iPad, and iPhone, 

using Google search engine and various sites as detailed below.  

 

My research started with search criteria (i.e. keywords) based on the initial information available 

which is detailed in Section 4.0 Background of this report. As more information was found I was 

able to expand my search with new key words.  

 

The following is a list of websites that were searched, along with notes on general results. 

Information found is either listed directly below or if located elsewhere in this report it is 

referenced instead.  

 

Keywords and phases used in the search, individually and in various combinations: 

Olivial, Olivia, Uboat, U-Boat 

 

Alternate spellings were also used. For example, “Olivia” in place of “Olivial”. This was found to be 

effective in research on other projects as sometimes the name or keywords were simply spelled 

incorrectly in the paper (i.e. typo).  

 

 

1) https://www.coflein.gov.uk/ 

 Found: Map with location of wreck with summary or vessel and sinking event 

 

2) http://www.glen-johnson.co.uk/cardigan-district-shipwrecks-and-lifeboat-service/ 

Found: No information found  

 

3) https://crewlist.org.uk/#top 

Found: General statistics on ship. Also, found it spelled as Olivia instead of Olivial. Other 

ships with same name. See Appendix B.  

 

4) https://uboat.net/wwi/ 

Found: Information on the UC-65 which is the U-Boat that sank the Olivial (Olivia). Also 

information on the Captain of the Uboat and the Olivia itself. 

 

5) https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-shipsonline 

Found: (5) Survey reports for ship named Olivia built in 1883. See Appendix A 

 

6) https://google.com 

Found: Article on sinking of Olivia and other ships in Welsch waters along with a 

newspaper clipping. (See Appendix B) 

 

7) http://www.rhiw.com/website_maps/rhiw_and_the_seahtm#llyn_and_the_sea 

Found: No information found 

 

8) https://www.wrecksite.eu/Wrecksite.aspx 

Found: Found information on Olivia matching description of subject vessel 

 

Link here 

 

https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?13668 

 

9) https://archives.wales/what-are-archives/online-catalogues/search-the-online-catalogue/ 

Found: No information found 

 

 

https://www.coflein.gov.uk/
http://www.glen-johnson.co.uk/cardigan-district-shipwrecks-and-lifeboat-service/
https://crewlist.org.uk/#top
https://uboat.net/wwi/
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-shipsonline
https://google.com/
http://www.rhiw.com/website_maps/rhiw_and_the_seahtm#llyn_and_the_sea
https://www.wrecksite.eu/Wrecksite.aspx
https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?13668
https://archives.wales/what-are-archives/online-catalogues/search-the-online-catalogue/
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10) https://newspapers.library.wales/ 

 

Found: No information found 

 

11) http://www.calgopublications.co.uk/index.html 

 

 Found: This is a website for Underwater Guides to North Wales books. References to books 

 that are out of print but have extensive information on diving wrecks of Wales. No  

 information gained since books were not purchased but could be a source for future 

 research for any ship in the MADU project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://newspapers.library.wales/
http://www.calgopublications.co.uk/index.html
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6.0  Results  

No search results were found for the spelling “Olivial”. Many results were found for “Olivia” with 

information consistent with the existing summary information available on the “Olivial” which is 

indicated in the Background section of this report. 

 

A search of the Coflein website (Reference 1 in Research Methodology) found the following 

detailed summary: 

 

 
A search of the Crewlist.org/uk site (Reference 3 in Research Methodology) turned up three lists 

with Olivia. These lists indicate general information on the ship such as when and where built, 

overall dimensions, and size (tonnage) consistent with other information available on the ship 

with some minor differences in length and tonnage. See Appendix B. 

 

The site dedicated to U-Boats, Uboat.net, turned up information on the U-Boat (UC-65) that sank 

the Olivia including who was the Captain of the U-Boat, its service record, and indicated that the 

UC-65, which was sunk by HMS Sub C15, has been located in recent years. The following map 

shows its location. 

 

 
Map 2: Location of Sunken U-Boat UC-65 
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Lloyd’s Registry turned up five reports on the Olivia including surveys and repairs made to the 

engines and boilers as well as machinery information. See Appendix A for reports. Some of the 

information that is legible in the reports is listed here: 

 

April 1886: The bottom was cleaned 

A new propeller was fitted to the ship 

  Ship listed as belonging to the port of Glasgow 

  Information on boiler listed and included in Table 2: Ship Summary  

 

Jan 1902: General repairs 

Indication that a new boiler was fitted 

 

A search on Google found a 100-year anniversary article about submarine attacks along the 

Welsh coast in 1917 as well as a newspaper article dated February 21, 1917 describing the 

sinking of the Olivia as well as the sinking of other vessels. This article indicated there were no 

casualties on the Olivia resulting from the sinking. 

 

In early February 1917, the U-boat submarine UC-65 travelled up from the Cornish coast to position itself to 

attack merchant cargo ships off Bardsey Island in North Wales. On 10 February at 7am, she sighted 

the SALLAGH, a steamship carrying coal from the port of Lydney on the Severn estuary to Larne, Belfast. After 

firing a warning shot at the SALLAGH, the U-boat hoisted the signal to ‘abandon ship’. 

While the lifeboat was being lowered for the crew to leave, the U-boat fired again, killing the Northern Irish chief 

engineer, William McKay and badly injuring two other crewmen. The ship was then exploded using bombs 

placed onboard. The boat carrying the survivors was allowed to head for land while the U-boat disguised itself 

with a sail as a small fishing vessel and waited for the next victim to come past. The OLIVIA was next, a Cornish 

steamship carrying coal from Liverpool to Portreath, Cornwall. The same method of sinking was carried out, but 

this time with no casualties. 

The next day, the UC-65 travelled down the coast to Pembrokeshire where she sank the LYCIA, an armed 

steamship travelling from Swansea to Liverpool, and the VOLTAIRE travelling from Llanelli to Liverpool. No crew 

were hurt. The LYCIA was only lightly armed with a light -calibre gun on her poop-deck and another very old 

Russian field gun; it is not known if the guns were used. The following day, UC-65 twice torpedoed 

the PINNA travelling with oil from Texas but failed to sink her. She was later beached at Milford Haven. All the 

ships were attacked near the South Bishop lighthouse off the west coast of Pembrokeshire. The next day, (on the 

13th), UC-65 sunk a small fishing vessel off the Smalls lighthouse. It was the FRIENDSHIP, from Milford Haven. 

The crew of four were not recovered from its lifeboat. Local newspapers graphically reported the sinkings of 

the VOLTAIRE and the OLIVIA, including descriptions by the crew of their ordeal, the Germans looting provisions 

and, tellingly their desire for news from British newspapers. The later reports of the FRIENDSHIP sinking 

poignantly reflect the anxiety of still not knowing the fate of the loc 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271655/details/sallagh
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271655/details/sallagh
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271656/details/olivia
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273184/details/lycia
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273183/details/voltaire
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273184/details/lycia
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/240289/details/pinna
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273170/details/friendship
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273183/details/voltaire
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271656/details/olivia
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273170/details/friendship
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Table 1: Ship Summary 

Vessel  Name Olivia 

 Type Steel-Hulled Steamship 

  Cargo 

Built  Date 1883 

 Location Newport, Wales 

 Builder Mordey, Carney & Co. 

Construction Materials  Steel 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads 3 

Propulsion Type Steam 

 # of Boilers 1 

 Cylinder Diam. 15 in, 30 in 

 Stroke 22 in 

 Steam Press. 80 psi 

Dimensions Length 121.0 ft 

 Breadth 22.2 ft 

 Depth of Hold 9.8 ft 

Tonnage Gross (GRT) 242 

 Net 111-140 (varies by source) 

Owner First Cannot confirm 

Registry Port Penzance 

 Flag British 

 Number 86742 

Final Voyage From Garston 

 To Portreath 

 Cargo Coal 

 Owner Bain, Sons & Co. 

 Captain W.Q.G. Martin 

 Crew Unknown 

 Passengers Unknown 

Wrecking Date February 11, 1917 

 Location Welsch Coast, 21 miles SSW of Bardsey Island   

 Cause Scuttled by German U-Boat UC-65 

 Loss of life None 

 Outcome Total Loss 

 

The Olivia Story 

 

The Olivia was a small steel steamship with a gross tonnage of 242 tons. It was built by Mordey, 

Carney & Company in Newport in 1883. It had a single boiler and screw propeller and was used 

as a cargo ship. In February of 1917, during World War I, the U-Boat U-65 was patrolling the 

waters off the Welsh coast near Bardsey Island. On February 11, 1917, the Olivia, Captained by 

W.Q.G. Martin, was sailing from Garston to Portreath with a load of coal when it crossed paths 

with the U-65. The U-65 forced the crew to abandon ship in lifeboats and after pillaging supplies 

from the ship the crew of the U-Boat scuttled the Olivia with explosive charges. There were no 

casualties reported on the Olivia. The sinking occurred approximately 21 miles SSW of Bardsey 

Island. The survivors were picked up by a Glasgow steamer and brought ashore in Fishguard 

where they were clothed and fed. The U-65 was later sunk SE of Brighton England by the HM Sub 

C15 on November 3, 1917 and has recently been located. 
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7.0 Analysis 

Name Discrepancy 

The MADU list of ships has this vessel listed as the “Olival” which is consistent with their source 

record from the Shipwreck Index of the British Isles by Larn, B. & Larn as indicated in the 

Background section of this report. All records and documentation found and presented as part of 

this research project has indicated the ship name to be Olivia. The data on the records and 

documents found for Olivia matches the original source data that references the ship as Olivial 

indicating it is the subject vessel. The author believes that the actual name of this vessel was 

Olivia based on finding no other sources that refer to the ship as Olivial. It is likely that the 

spelling of Olivial was a type on the original source book.  

 

Variations in Specifications 

Tannage variations listed in sources found anywhere from 232-242, though the most prevalent 

indication is that it was 242 gross tons. 

 

Net Tonnage varies between 111-140 depending on the source. Most indications are that it was 

111 net tons. 

 

Steam horsepower ranges from 40 HP to 60 HP; most sources indicate 40 HP. 

 

The horsepower given is assumed to be Boiler Horsepower which is the oldest method of rating 

boilers. It is defined as the energy it takes to evaporate 34.5 lbs/hr of water at atmospheric 

pressure (water boils at 212 oF at sea level). This energy requirement equates to 34,472 Btu/hr 

per 1 HP rating. 

 

 

Other Ships – Same Name 

Another ship named the Olivia was found to exist in the sources found on the Crewlist Site 

(Appendix B). Built the same year as the subject ship but having different specifications such as 

overall dimensions and tonnage as well as horsepower. 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

Further Research 

In-person research (once the Covid-19 pandemic situation subsides) at some of the archives 

could be conducted to find ship logs or crew lists from the Beginning. 

Additional searches in newspapers from the day could turn up additional information. 

Diving of the Wreck Site 

No information could be found on the approximate depth of the Olivia sinking location nor if any 

remains have ever been found.  

Research Effort 

Research consisted of approximately 15 hours of online searching and sorting through sources. 

The report and analysis required approximately 8 hours to complete in addition to the online 

research. 

On-Line Research – What has it taught the author? 

Researching includes not only the facts and eyewitness accounts of the specific events of your 

specific subject but also an education in the general and specific subject matter. This learning 

process helps one decipher the information about the specific subject and can aid in determining 

which conflicting information makes the most sense.  

One also should be aware that simple mistakes (or variations in spelling) made in the historical 

record can result in missing important information during an online search. It is therefore 

important to use variations of spelling for names and places as it can provide findings you would 

otherwise not find. One must be careful though to confirm that the information is related to your 

specific research subject.  
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9.0 References  

Source References are provided throughout this report following the information that was 

obtained from such source.  

In addition, information was available and/or gathered from the following web pages: 

a) Information on the Captain of UC-65 which sank the Olivial 

 https://uboat.net/wwi/men/commanders/343.html 

b) Crewmembers that served with Captain of UC-65 

https://uboat.net/wwi/men/commanders/crews.html?crew=4%2F07 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://uboat.net/wwi/men/commanders/343.html
https://uboat.net/wwi/men/commanders/crews.html?crew=4%2F07
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Appendices:  

Appendix A – Lloyd’s List Entries  

Appendix B – Crewlist Entries & Other Findings 
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Appendix B 

Registry’s from Crewlist Site & Other Findings 

CL-1 

https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?regtype=MNL&year=1890&name=OLIVIA&steamsail=Steam&page=1

83 

1890 Registry 

 

Note: Listed here as Olivia. See Section 7.0 Analysis – Name Descrepancy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?regtype=MNL&year=1890&name=OLIVIA&steamsail=Steam&page=183
https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?regtype=MNL&year=1890&name=OLIVIA&steamsail=Steam&page=183
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CL-2 

https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?regtype=MNL&year=1910&name=OLIVIA&steamsail=Steam&page=3

76 

1910 Registry 

 

Note: Listed here as Olivia. See Section 7.0 Analysis – Name Descrepancy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?regtype=MNL&year=1910&name=OLIVIA&steamsail=Steam&page=376
https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?regtype=MNL&year=1910&name=OLIVIA&steamsail=Steam&page=376
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CL-3 

https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?regtype=MNL&year=1915&name=OLIVIA&steamsail=Steam&page=4

36 

1915 Registry 

 

Note: Other ship listed as Olivia. See Section 7.0 Analysis – Name Descrepancy, Other Ships – Same Name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?regtype=MNL&year=1915&name=OLIVIA&steamsail=Steam&page=436
https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?regtype=MNL&year=1915&name=OLIVIA&steamsail=Steam&page=436
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COF-1 

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271656/details/olivia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271656/details/olivia
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GOOGLE-1 

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/100-years-ago-this-month-submarine-attacks-in-welsh-waters/ 

In early February 1917, the U-boat submarine UC-65 travelled up from the Cornish coast to position itself to attack merchant cargo ships off 

Bardsey Island in North Wales. On 10 February at 7am, she sighted the SALLAGH, a steamship carrying coal from the port of Lydney on the 

Severn estuary to Larne, Belfast. After firing a warning shot at the SALLAGH, the U-boat hoisted the signal to ‘abandon ship’. 

While the lifeboat was being lowered for the crew to leave, the U-boat fired again, killing the Northern Irish chief engineer, William McKay 

and badly injuring two other crewmen. The ship was then exploded using bombs placed onboard. The boat carrying the survivors was 

allowed to head for land while the U-boat disguised itself with a sail as a small fishing vessel and waited for the next victim to come past. 

The OLIVIA was next, a Cornish steamship carrying coal from Liverpool to Portreath, Cornwall. The same method of sinking was carried out, 

but this time with no casualties. 

The next day, the UC-65 travelled down the coast to Pembrokeshire where she sank the LYCIA, an armed steamship travelling from Swansea 

to Liverpool, and the VOLTAIRE travelling from Llanelli to Liverpool. No crew were hurt. The LYCIA was only lightly armed with a light -

calibre gun on her poop-deck and another very old Russian field gun; it is not known if the guns were used. The following day, UC-65 twice 

torpedoed the PINNA travelling with oil from Texas, but failed to sink her. She was later beached at Milford Haven. All the ships were 

attacked near the South Bishop lighthouse off the west coast of Pembrokeshire. The next day, (on the 13th), UC-65 sunk a small fishing vessel 

off the Smalls lighthouse. It was the FRIENDSHIP, from Milford Haven. The crew of four were not recovered from its lifeboat. Local 

newspapers graphically reported the sinkings of the VOLTAIRE and the OLIVIA, including descriptions by the crew of their ordeal, the 

Germans looting provisions and, tellingly their desire for news from British newspapers. The later reports of the FRIENDSHIP sinking 

poignantly reflect the anxiety of still not knowing the fate of the loc 

 

 

Uboat-1 

https://rcahmw.gov.uk/100-years-ago-this-month-submarine-attacks-in-welsh-waters/
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271655/details/sallagh
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271655/details/sallagh
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271656/details/olivia
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273184/details/lycia
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273183/details/voltaire
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273184/details/lycia
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/240289/details/pinna
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273170/details/friendship
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273183/details/voltaire
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271656/details/olivia
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273170/details/friendship
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https://uboat.net/wwi/boats/?boat=UC+65 

 

https://uboat.net/wwi/boats/?boat=UC+65

