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Abstract 

 
‘www Research Project’ is a project aiming to investigate further into the 453 vessels, 

identified as having wrecked on or around the Sarn Badrig Reef that have been compiled 
during the research lead between 2001-2009 on the Diamond, a Welsh designated site, 

through on-line research.  

My objective is to collect and report any information available on-line about one of the 

453 vessels, called Phoebe, which has been reported in the MADU data-base (MADU 

ref.93) as a schooner built in Newport in 1839, and having sank on 14th January 1843.  

 Figure 1: Extract from MADU data-base 
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Introduction 

The schooner Phoebe seemed to have enough information to start with a base but not too much o 

still be able to discover and report new data. It was hoped through the research to be able to 

answer the following questions: 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• What caused the wrecking? 

 

• Were there any survivors?  

 

• Are there any testimonies available from the time? 

 

• What has happened since the wrecking? 

 

• Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story? 

 

• Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on the site? 

 

Background 

Phoebe: -date wrecked: 14/01/1843 

   -Vessel type: Schooner 

   -Matis: wood 

   -Net ton:123 

   -Year built: 1839 

   -Location: (1) Montgomery – (2) Aberdovey, near 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wreck site – 3 

miles from 

Aberdyfi bar 

Built in 

Newport 
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Research Methodology   

Research was done in August 2020 during quarantine restrictions, and by consequences limited to 

online resources. The research was conducted on a MacBook Air, operating system: macOS 

Catalina, and internet browsers: Safari.  

 

The first steps were to check out the recommended websites given on the www – Research 

Guidance notes such as: Lloyds Register entries, wrecksite, and Coflein. From the wrecksite, I 

contacted Tom Bennett and Levano Hervé, who directed me to different articles from the British 

Newspaper Archive and the newspaperarchive.  

General searches were conducted through Google and Ecosia searches such as ‘Phoebe schooner’, 

‘Phoebe 1839 Pembrokeshire’, ‘David Havard Phoebe Pembrokeshire’, etc. 

List of sources: 

Lloyd’s register of shipping - 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=tjMSAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=editions:0Ftz6zT302-

gFzEJxA5c6C&lr=&hl=fr#v=onepage&q&f=false 

 

Coflein – 
 https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273505/details/phoebe 

 

Wrecksite – 
https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?253312 
 

https://newspaperarchive.com/london-magnet-jan-23-1843-p-6/ 
 

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18430118/0
06/0002 

 

http://www.glen-johnson.co.uk/cardigan-st-dogmaels-ships-and-captains/ 
 
Good source for vessels from Cardigan. The Phoebe is not mentioned yet – but it has been 
said that the list will evolve.  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=tjMSAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=editions:0Ftz6zT302-gFzEJxA5c6C&lr=&hl=fr#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=tjMSAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=editions:0Ftz6zT302-gFzEJxA5c6C&lr=&hl=fr#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/273505/details/phoebe
https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?253312
https://newspaperarchive.com/london-magnet-jan-23-1843-p-6/
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18430118/006/0002
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18430118/006/0002
http://www.glen-johnson.co.uk/cardigan-st-dogmaels-ships-and-captains/


Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

6 
 

Results    

Vessel  Name/s Phoebe 

 Type Two masted schooner 

   

Built  Date 1839 

 Builder David Havard 

  Havard & Co 

Construction Materials  Wooden schooner fastened with iron bolts 

Propulsion Type Sail 

Tonnage Net 123 tons 

Owner  David Havard (partly owner) 

  West street, Newport, Pembrokeshire, Wales 

Registry Port Cardigan 

 Flag British 

History Routes From Newport  

  To Cardigan 

 Cargo Salted hides 

Final Voyage From Newport 

 To Cardigan 

 Captain David Havard 

 Cargo Mostly salted hides 

Wrecking Date 13th January 1843 

 Location Three miles north of Aberdovey 

 Cause Hurricane  

 Loss of life All members of crew 

 Outcome Loss  

 

The hurricane that caused the wrecking of the Phoebe, caused the loss of some other 180 ships in 

England and Northern France.  

 

Fig. 2 – The Great storm of January 1843 Memorial Plaque 

 

 
 

 

 

David Havard was Captain on the Phoebe when it wrecked, and partly owner. He came from West 

street Newport, Pembrokeshire, Wales. He died during the wrecking of the Phoebe aged 41. The 

gravestone commemorating him is at St Mary’s Church churchyard, Newport, Pembrokeshire, 

Wales. 
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Analysis 

The British Newspaper Archive provided a lot of sources concerning the Phoebe, however many of 

them repeated itself. The Havard papers would have probably provided me with more information 

concerning the building of the ship and any other information relating specifically the ship, such 

as its measurements. Not being a UK citizen, I unfortunately could not access those. Future 

researchers of the Phoebe should investigate those papers 

(https://archives.library.wales/index.php/printed-miscellanea-8 ), in addition to Glen Johnson’s 

list to see if the Phoebe has been added to it ( http://www.glen-johnson.co.uk/cardigan-st-

dogmaels-ships-and-captains/ ).  

 

Conclusions & Recommendations    

Five hours were approximately spent researching about the Phoebe. Some further online research 

might be interesting to do, just in case something was missed, or any information has been 

added anywhere. The ship itself was highly damaged and anything that could be saved was, 

therefore any exploratory dive would not be highly useful. The exact wrecksite has not been 

located, but the schooner wrecked three miles North of Aberdovey.  

Most of the questions initially asked have been answered, but as during the research the same 

information was made available again and again, I believe that we do not have the materials to 

answer all of them in more depth.  
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Appendix A – Table of Lloyd’s Registers entries for the Phoebe 

Fig. 3 – Lloyd’s registers 1839 
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Fig. 4 – Lloyd’s registers 1840 
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Fig. 5 – Lloyd’s registers 1841 
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Fig. 6 – Lloyd’s registers 1842 
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Fig.7 – Lloyd’s registers 1843 

 

 

 


