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1.0 Abstract

Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels
known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.

This project is to discover information relating to the history and sinking of the SS Pulteney off
Bardsey Island in Aug 1934 after colliding with another coastal steamship. (MADU Ref. 432).

The SS Pulteney was a small coastal cargo steamship built in Troon, Scotland as the SS Barrow
Castle and commissioned in 1899. The SS Pulteney sailed largely in the Irish Sea carrying coal
between NW England, Wales and SW England. In August 1934, in poor visibility the SS Pulteney
collided with another coastal steamship the SS Thelma off Bardsey Island, Caernarfonshire and
sank within 15 mins with no loss of life.

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do
not reside in the U.K.
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3.0 Introduction

The SS Pulteney was picked as:

it covered a period of sea history from the early 20™ century to pre WW2.

the SS Pulteney was a small coastal cargo ship that sailed predominately between ports on
the Irish Sea.

I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my
previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online.

The following topics form the basis of the research:

What were the vessel’s specifications?

What historical information is available relating to the vessel?
What was the story leading up to the wreckage?

What caused the wreckage?

What happened after the wrecking? Has anyone previously investigated or researched the
vessel back story?

Has any salvage, etc. been carried out?

Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel?
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4.0 Background

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master
Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database

MADU Date . .
Ref. No. Wrecked Name Location 1 Location 2 Vessel Type Matls Ref.
432 18/08/1934 Pulteney Caernarfonshire Bardsey Island, offshore Steamship Steel rl

In August 1934, the SS Pulteney was sailing to London from Penmaenmawr with a cargo of
stones when in bad visibility she collided with the SS Thelma. The SS Pulteney sank within
15mins with no loss of life (Fig 1).

Fig 1: Location SS Pulteney Wreck, off Bardsey Island, Caernarvonshire

Bardsey Island
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5.0 Research Methodology

Computer System

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.

Windows 10Pro
Microsoft Office 2007

Search engines used: Google Chrome

Methodology

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks
Choose ship — SS Pulteney

-

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry & Mercantile Navy Listing
The registry contains basic valuable data from which to start
including that the ship had been built as the SS Barrow Castle

-

Using Google and Keywords SS Barrow Castle, SS Pulteney, Pulteney
Ship identified websites/pages for references.

From websites/pages listed reviewed

-

Ship Details
Ship Builders

Location Built
Specifications

Ship History Other Relevant
Voyages Information

Accidents & Incidences

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project
(North Cardigan Bay)
On-line research into the wreck of the
SS Pulteney

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed
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Table 2: SS Pulteney Specification and History

Vessel Name/s Barrow Castle. Changed name to Pulteney in 1906
Type Steamship
Coaster General Cargo
Built Date Laid Down: N/A
Launched: 13/05/1899
Delivered: 06/1899
Cost: N/A
Builder Ailsa Shipbuilding Company
Troon, Scotland Yard# 81
Construction Materials Steel
Decks Machinery by Dunsmuir & Jackson, Glasgow, / 1xdeck, g'deck
83ft, b'deck 9ft, f'castle 22ft, 3 masts, machinery aft
Bulkheads N/A
Propulsion Type Engine, Steam
Details 1 X screw
Engine Details 2cyl comp
18, 38 x 27in; GS 50; HS1400
HP: 78
Manufacturer: Dunsmuir & Jackson, Glasgow
Boilers 1, 3 plain furnaces
Drive Type Propeller
Number 1
Dimensions Length 145ft 1 ins m
Beam 23ft 5 ins m
Draught oft 9 ins m
Tonnage Gross 326
Net 129
Owner First McCowen R. & Sons, Tralee, Ireland, 1899-1905
Second James G. Duncan & George Jamieson, Wick 23/10/1905
Third Williams, Williams & Co, Scorrier, Cornwall 1906-1916
Fourth Harvey John & Co., Hayle, 1916-1933
Last Ireland W.J, 1933-1934 (remained registered at Falmouth)
Registry Port Falmouth
Flag GBR
Code M.C.C.T.
Number 104693
History Routes Ireland, NW England, Wales, SW England
Cargo Coal, stone chipping
Final Voyage From Penmaenmawr,
To London
Captain Clarence Doherty
Crew 7
Passengers | 1
Cargo Stone
Wrecking Date 18/08/1934
Location 52.44N; 04.49W, off Bardsey Island, Caernarvonshire
Cause Collision in bad visibility
Loss of life | 0
Outcome Wrecked and sank
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7.0

Analysis

The Barrow Castle was built in 1899 in Troon, Scotland by Ailsa Shipbuilding Company for
McCowen R. & Sons, Traleg, Ireland (Appendix A, B, F).

Official #: 104693; Call Sign; M.C.C.T.
Was renamed Pulteney in 1906 after a change in owners (Appendix C).
Sailed predominately between NW England, Wales and SW England carrying coal.

At time of loss on 18 August 1934, the SS Pulteney was owned by S W Coe of Liverpool
but registered at Falmouth and was on passage from Penmaenmawr to London with a
cargo of stone.

The SS Pulteney encountered thick fog and was proceeding cautiously with every member
of the crew on observation duty. About 1 am, the lights of a ship bearing down on them
were seen and immediately the order 'hard astern' was given. However, the Liverpool-
owned 374grt SS Thelma (Appendix E) crashed into the SS Pulteney amidships and swept
away part of the bridge and destroyed one of the two lifeboats onboard.

The SS Pulteney heeled over immediately and the captain ordered the crew to the boats.
The crew had only rowed a short distance when the SS Pulteney sank (Appendix D). The
crew were taken onboard the SS Thelma and arrived in Liverpool where they were
provided with clothing, lodgings and food by the Sailors Home, Canning Place (Appendix
G, H). The SS Thelma was damaged in the collision but continued to Ellesmere Port to
discharge its cargo of china clay.
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations

The project took approximately 2 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.

I set out with the goal of researching the history of the SS Pulteney with basic information
provided. Reading the report here, I believe I have collated sufficient information on the history
of the SS Pulteney from when it was built to her wrecking off Bardsey Island, Caernarvonshire.

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry
Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject.
The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the
amount of work undertaken.

The SS Pulteney was not well documented and newspaper achieves were very helpful in giving an
overall picture of the operation of the ship and filling in information gaps. In two searches the
accident was reported in newspapers 2-4 weeks after the event.

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some minor discrepancies
observed.

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was
obtained from other sources.

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out
first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important.

The SS Pulteney appears to have been a very active ship sailing between ports on the Irish Sea
but also to London.

An information package for the SS Pulteney is available for purchase from the following webpage
https://www.wrecksite.eu/fullReport.aspx?wk=59743

11
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er=&port=&flag=&disposal=&lost=
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CH
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https://www.google.co.uk/

https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online

https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/casualty-returns

https://nmmc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/090323 Cornish Steam-1.pdf

https://www.shippingtandy.com/features/s-william-coe-co-Itd/

https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?59743

9.2 Personal Correspondences

I would like to thank Mr Ian Cundy for supplying the initial information and other information with
regards to the research project.

9.3 Publications

Larn, R. & Larn, B., 2000, Shipwreck Index of the British Isles: Volume 5 - West Coast and
Wales.
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Appendices:
Appendix A: Mercantile Navy List 1900, SS Barrow Castle
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o |HMVL | Condiff, 188, | Sunderland
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=
=

10688 | Barrow Caetle | B.0.W.8 | Tle, 1%, .
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Appendix B: Lloyd’s Registry 1900, SS Barrow Castle

BAR LLOYD'R REGISTER. NAVIRES A VAPEUR. 1R99-1900
| { | | | |
I Nomdo Navir -‘i‘ o ""”" r (onstruit } ' | { . . .l’
1l | | | |
Cote . \ \rinateurs r . v :
| }.»..‘.‘f.-..‘ - . i | | : oo A Uasinisioty 8id W ; ‘ L |
i 1 i
166/Barrow Castle SteelSc 358 J100A1 Tm /‘ 1899 \ 1sa8.B. |r.McCowent Sons|Lii:l|? Tralee ] Cy.18"438 all1.0
104693 P Fitz 1499 Irn) xdwnn-w 6mo _____-;)», 110m 7
Mehy AJt Well deck Iro 145-2|Q83'PR&DK 1} BBH Cem |1SBIpf 5347 w51883
tonin 1 i WB=D1f7 1% £i (P15 l i
Appendix C: Lloyd’s Registry 1907, SS Pulteney
BAR LLOYDR REGISTER, NAVIRES A VAPEUR. 1899-190
| { | | | | l
i J o, o'il y Cote T i ~ | Armateurs fxar=some . g il
Wmadels EFIEREE - 5. | |
| deruiire Via . |
| I hereaniksstaa I g ! f
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Appendix D: Lloyd’s Register Returns of Ship Totally Lost, Condemned,
etc (for quarter ended 30t Sept 1934)

LLOYD’S REGISTER OF SHIPPING.

RETURNS OF SHIPS TOTALLY LOST, CONDEMNED, &c.

1s7 JULY 710 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1234.

List of total losses of Merchant Ships of 100 tons and upwards between the above
dates, of which information was received up to the 31st January, 193b6.

T EE— —f.)-Collision. -

Ne. in | | i : 1
iv's K i )
:;& | Ehg:' &mna._]udL ;(g:::ﬂiunm Dzz::lp- Voyage. ; Carge. Cireumstances and place. I Data.
1854-35. ' R I N J
Eﬂ-lﬂﬁl Pultepey ...........'09; 326 UK, |Stl.Sc.! Penmaenmaw'-:n—d J Stone ..| Of Bardsey Ialand .........ooc0ooes | 18th Aug,
! on. /
i ! |
! | |
| ] : !
| | | |
TOTALS :=—8TEEL, 1—326 tons. IRON, Nil. W00D AND COMPOSITE, Nil. TOTAL, 1—326 tons.
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Appendix E: Photo of SS Thelma

Appendix F: Ailsa Shipbuilding Co. Ltd

— AILSA —

SHIPBUILDING CO.. LLTD.

SHIFBUILDERS S ENGINEERS
SHIF, ENGINE and BOILERE REPAIRERS

TIRODON. Avrshire.

Bullders of
All classes of Steam and Mozor Passenger
and Cargo vessels up o 350 fest In lemgeh

Mokers of
Reciprocacing and Combinatson  Machinery
Triple and Quadruple Expansica Engines of
MODERN ECONOMICAL DESIGN
Alses Paddle Engines (Steam or Dilesel)

PROMPT REPAIRS TO HULLS AND MACHINERY A SPECIALITY

s

IAVING DOCKES - . \T
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Appendix G: Liverpool Echo, Aug 20 1934
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Appendix H: Ballymoney Free Press, Aug 30 1934

STEAMERS COLLIDE DURING FOG

ONE SINKS IN SEVENTEEN
MINUTES.

CAPTAIN A COLERAINE MAN.

The s.s. Pulteney, which had plied
regularly between (olerasine and Laver-
» being owned by Messrs. 8. W. Coe,
-y was sunk n collision dunng a dense |
lon Saturday last at Cardigan Bay, |
ales. -
The Pulteney was on her way to Lon-
don at the time with a cargo of stomes. '
Another coasti steamer, the s.».
Thelma. was involved in the collision.
The Pulteney sank in seventeen minutes,
;3 :hort|:obefl¢_);’0b:b(-n the crew of seven
aken a hfeboat and we i
by the Theima. £R:atnd. =
The captain of the Pultenexy was Mr.
ataine ho i e":e'pa'.u:?tlii.: J. Dohert il
. who is a v
a well-known Coleraine pilot. s ‘

Appendix I: Ballymena Observer, Sept 21 1934

LUCKY GLENARIFF SAILOR.

Mr. James M Veizh, who had a narrow
escape from death recently, has arrived ot
his home 1in Glenanfi.

Mr. M ' Veigh was at the wheel of the
Pulteney, o Liverpoolowned ship, when in
a dense fog off Bardsey Island she was ton
into by the Thelma. also of Laverpool, and
sank 1n less than fiftesrn minutes. Onme of the
two lifeboats was stoved in hy the mpoact,
but luckily Mr. M*Veigh and the other
members of the crew were abile 1o lanunch the
remaining one and keep afloca ull rescn ol
Another member of the crew was Mr. Charles
Magee, of Gicnurm. who also escuped.
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