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1.0 Abstract 
 
Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels 

known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.  

 

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner Pyrenee built at 

Aberaeron Wales in 1854 (MADU Ref#198).  

 

The Pyrenee was a coastal cargo schooner which in her early life sailed between NW England and 

Wales to France and The Netherlands. From around 1863, the Pyrenee sailed predominately 

between Wales, Ireland, NW England and Western Scotland carrying various cargoes. 

 

On Nov 11 1872, the Pyrenee was blown ashore near Cardigan Island during a severe storm and 

wrecked with the loss of 3 lives.  

 

The picture shown on Page 1 is a painting of the Aeron Belle which was built at Aberaeron in 1856 

and is probably a good representation of how the Pyrenee looked and was rigged. 

 

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do 

not reside in the U.K. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The schooner Pyrenee was chosen as: 

• it covered a period of sea history from the mid 19th century. 

  

• it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list. 

 

• I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my 

previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

7 
 

4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

MADU Ref 
# 

Date Wrecked Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type Matls Ref. 

198 11/11/1872 Pyrenee Cardigan Near Cardigan Island Wrecked Schooner wood rl 

On Nov 11th 1872, the schooner Pyrenee was driven ashore near Cardigan Island and wrecked 

with the loss of 3 lives.  

 

Fig 2: Reported Location of Pyrenee Wreckage, near Cardigan Island, Nov 11 1872 
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Pyrenee 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL) 

Found first listing of Pyrenee in MNL 1860 and LR 1857  

 

Using Google and Keyword Pyrenee, websites/pages for references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the Wrecking of 

Pyrenee (Schooner) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Pyrenee (Schooner) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s Pyrenee 

 Type Sailing Ship - Schooner 

  General Cargo Coaster; ACD 1B 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: N/A 

  Delivered: May 1856 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder N/A 

  Aberaeron Wales 

Construction Materials  Wood 

 Decks 1 

 Bulkheads N/A 

Propulsion Type Sail 

 Details 2 masts 

Dimensions Length N/A 

 Beam N/A 

 Draught N/A 

Tonnage Gross 39 grt 

 Net N/A  

Owners 1857 Jones 

 1863 Jones & Co; J. Owen 

 1864 J. Owen, Aberystwyth 

 1871 W. Morris, Borth, Cardiganshire 

Registry Port 1857: Aberayron; 1863: Aberystwyth, Wales 

 Flag GBR 

 Number 11199 

 Code N/A 

History Routes U.K, Ireland, France, Netherlands 

 Cargo Raw materials, grains, food products  

Wrecked Date 11/11/1872 

 From Plymouth 

 To Runcorn Cheshire 

 Captain S. May 

 Crew 3 

 Cargo China Clay 

 Location Rocks near Cardigan Island; 52.08N; 04.41W 

 Cause Weather, NNE Gale Force 9 

 Loss of life 3 

 Outcome Wrecked 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The Pyrenee was built and launched in May 1856 at Aberaeron Wales (Appendix A, B, C, H). 

The Pyrenee was registered at Aberaeron but in 1863 the registry changed to Aberystwyth. 

• The schooner Pyrenee conducted voyages between, Liverpool, North Wales, Ireland to France 

and The Netherlands. After a change of ownership the Pyrenee sailed predominately between 

the Irish Sea Ports of NW England, Wales, Ireland and occasionally the South coast of England.   

• In May 1863, the Pyrenee was put up for sale by Order of the Marshal of the High Court of the 

Admiralty after a court case (Appendix D). 

• On Nov 11 1872, while sailing from Plymouth to Runcorn Cheshire with a cargo of china clay, 

the Pyrenee was driven ashore near Cardigan Island during a storm. The Pyrenee was wrecked 

on the rocks resulting in the loss of all 3 of the crew (Appendix E, F, G).  

From newspaper articles the Pyrenee was recorded:  

 

1856  

Sep 05: Arrived Bangor Wales.  

Dec 17: Arrived Fowey Cornwall from Caen France for Liverpool. 

  

1857  

Jul 18: Arrived Barrow Cumbria from Aberdovey Wales. 

Sep 04: Arrived Liverpool from Cherbourg France.  

Sep 06: Sailed Liverpool for Cherbourg France.  

Sep 30: Loading at Liverpool for Havre France. 

Oct 15: Sailed Liverpool for Havre France. 

Oct 19: dep Holyhead Wales. 

Nov 12: Sailed Havre France for Liverpool.  

  

1858  

Mar 29: Arrived Belfast from Newport IOW. 

Mar 30: Sailed Belfast for Bristol.   

Sep 20: Arrived Dublin from Porthmadog Wales. 

Nov 26: Arrived Porthmadog Wales. 

  

1859  

Jul 16: Arrived Bristol from Rotterdam Netherlands, 66 ton manganese.  

Sep 13-19: Sailed Liverpool for Havre France. 

Sep 20: Sailed Havre France for Rouen France. 

  

1861  

Feb 12: Arrived Dublin from Liverpool.  

Apr 25:   Arrived Teignmouth Devon from Plymouth Devon. 

  

1862  

Dec 06: Arrived Caen France from Ardrossan Scotland. 

  

1863  

May 05: Court case at Court of Admiralty, Westminster (Appendix D). 

May 19: For sale by Order of the Marshal of the High Court of the Admiralty.  

Jun 23: Judgement on the court case.  

Oct 29: Arrived Porthmadog Wales. 

Dec 22: Summonses heard at Admiralty Court Westminster.  

  

1864  

Feb 12: Sailed Aberystwyth Wales for Llanelli Wales, lead ore.  

Mar 23: Arrived Barrow Cumbria from Holyhead Wales. 
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Apr 16: Arrived Newport Wales from Barrow Cumbria. 

Oct 21: Arrived Clyde Scotland from Letterkenny Ireland, oats. 

  

1865  

Feb 18: Sailed Aberystwyth Wales 

Mar 16: Arrived Wexford Ireland from Bristol, superphosphate. 

Apr 11: Arrived Dublin from Wexford Ireland. 

Apr 20: Stuck in port at Strangford N. Ireland sailing Dublin for Ardrossan Scotland. 

Apr 22 Sailed Strangford N. Ireland for Ardrossan Scotland. 

May 22: Sailed Aberystwyth Wales for Llanelli Wales. 

Jun 05: Arrived Holyhead Wales from Llanelli Wales. 

Jun 17: Arrived Whitehaven Cumbria from Holyhead Wales.  

Oct 11-25: Sailed Barrow Cumbria for Newport Wales. 

  

1866  

Jan 07-12: Stuck at Aberystwyth Wales due to weather, bound for Llanelli Wales. 

Feb 21: Arrived Swansea Wales from Aberystwyth Wales. 

Jun 27: Sailed Duddon Cumbria for Swansea Wales. 

Aug 14: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Portrush N. Ireland. 

Sep 07: Sailed Ardrossan Scotland for Liverpool. 

Sep 19: arr Holyhead Wales. 

  

1867  

Mar 14: At Aberystwyth Wales bound for Chester. 

May 10: Arrived Cardiff from Chester. 

Jun 21: Arrived Poole Dorset from Portsmouth. 

Jul 13: Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Poole Dorset. 

Aug 10: Arrived Strangford N. Ireland from Runcorn Cheshire. 

Dec 11: Arrived Bridport Devon from Porthmadog Wales, slates. 

  

1868  

Jan 15: Arrived Garston Liverpool from Runcorn Cheshire.  

Mar 20: Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Dublin.  

Apr 02: Arrived Dublin from Runcorn Cheshire. 

  

1869  

Mar 20: Sailed Porthmadog Wales.  

May 15: Arrived Porthmadog Wales. 

Jun 15: Arrived Bristol from Porthmadog Wales, 65 tons slates. 

Jul 23-Aug 07: Sailed Maryport Cumbria for Llanelli Wales via Holyhead Wales, light. 

Oct 06: Arrived Dublin from Llanelli Wales. 

  

1870  

Mar 28: Arrived Porthmadog Wales from Liverpool. 

May 14: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Sharpness Gloucester. 

May 23: Sailed Sharpness Gloucester for Cardiff. 

Jun 10: Arrived Pwllheli Wales from Cardiff. 

Jun 25: Sailed Porthmadog Wales for Sharpness Gloucester. 

Aug 12: Arrived Porthmadog Wales. 

Sep 17: Sailed Sharpness Gloucester for Cardigan Wales with 29 tons coal and 26 

tons salt. 

Sep 30: Arrived Aberdovey Wales from Cardigan Wales. 

Nov 05: Sailed Aberdovey Wales for Sharpness Gloucester. 

Nov 19: Arrived Sharpness Gloucester from Aberdovey Wales, 63 tons slate slabs. 

Dec 06: Arrived Aberdovey Wales from Dublin. 

  

1871  

Apr 26: Arrived Barrow Cumbria from Liverpool. 
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Apr 27: Sailed Barrow Cumbria for Carmarthen Wales. 

Jun 23: Put in at Milford Wales due to weather sailing from Carmarthen Wales for 

Greenock Scotland. 

Jul 07: Sailed Holyhead Wales for Greenock Scotland.  

Jul 31: Arrived Dublin from Irvine Scotland. 

Aug 04: Arrived Port Dinorwic Wales from Dublin. 

Sep 12: Arrived Dublin from Bangor Wales.  

Nov 17: Arrived Dublin from Paisley Scotland. 

Dec 04: Arrived Aberdovey Wales from Dublin. 

  

1872  

Jan 03: Wind bound at Aberdovey Wales for Sharpness Gloucester. 

Mar 16: Arrived Sharpness Gloucester from Aberdovey Wales, slabs.  

Mar 22: Sailed Sharpness Gloucester for Newport Wales.  

May 27: Sailed Aberdovey Wales for Bristol. 

Oct 06: Arrived Plymouth Devon from London.  

Nov 11: Sunk sailing from Plymouth Devon for Runcorn Cheshire (Appendix E, F, G). 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project took approximately 3 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.  

Having read the report sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive 

history of the schooner Pyrenee.  

From the information gathered the schooner Pyrenee was a busy vessel during her life. Records 

show the Pyrenee sailed from Liverpool, North Wales, Ireland to France and The Netherlands. 

After a change of ownership the Pyrenee sailed predominately between NW England, Wales, 

Ireland and occasionally the South coast of England. Cargoes carried were probably raw 

materials, grains, salt and foods.  

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the 

amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important.  
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Appropriation Book Aug 1856, Pyrenee 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Appendix B: Lloyd’s Registry 1857, Pyrenee  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Appendix C: Mercantile Navy List 1860, Pyrenee 
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Appendix D: Court Case, Sale Order, May 1863  
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Appendix E: Reports on Pyrenee Wrecking, Nov 11 1872 
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Appendix F: Pyrenee Lloyd’s Registry, 1872 
 

 

N.B: comment stating Pyrenee floundered 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Appendix G: Royal Commission on Unseaworthy Ships, March 1873 
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Appendix H: Ship Makers Memorial, Lon Y Hafen, Aberaeron Wales  

 

 

Long Description:  

A memorial to those ship builders and the ships they made on the South bank of the Aeron near 

the harbour in Aberaeron Wales. 

 

The sign reads (in English and Welsh):- 

 

The ships known to have been built in Aberaeron Wales between 1793 and 1883 by the 

shipbuilders 

 

John Harries, Henry Harries, John Harries Jnr, Evans Jones, David Jones, Owen James 

 

-Brig- 

Aeron Vale, Feronia, Killia Lass, Lima, Star of Wales, Williama Mary, Xanthippe 

 

-Brigantine- 

Henry and Dora, Madone, Marla Anna, Mountain Lass, Oronsa 

 

-Ketch- 

Cadwgan 

 

-Schooner- 

Aeronian, Pyrenee, Aeron Maid, Aeron Queen, Alicia, Arica, Camden, Candor, Catherine and Jane, 

Catherine Anne, Dewi Lass, Economy, Edward John, Gambia, Ganges, Glynaeron, Gowerian, 

Gwalia, John & Henry, John Pierce, Letitia, Lima, Lively Lass, Magdalen Esther, Mantura, 

Margaret, Ontario, Pandora. President 1835, Prudence, Puella, Urania, Viscata,  

 

-Smack- 

Albatross, All Right, Andes, Brothers, Dematian Lass, Ella, Farmers Lass, Friends, Jane 1861, Jane 

1868, Martha Jane, Ocean, Orion, True Bess 

 

-Sloop- 

Active, Adventure, Albion 1820, Albion 1827, Betsey, Charles, Diligence 1808, Diligence 1835, 

Fair Hope, Favorite, Fly, Hannah, Hopewell, Martinet, Mary, Mary Ann, Morning Star, Ospray, 

Pacific, President 1814, Pyrenea, Resolution, Rover, Victoria 

 

Their names are in our history 


