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Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

1.0 Abstract

This project is to discover information relating to the reported wreck of the Brig
Saint George (MADU Ref. 239 Fig. 1) for which there is a newspaper archived
report of it (referred to as the Brig St. George) having gone aground on 14
October 1881 at Abererch, Caernarfonshire, Wales. No home port was given.

The objective is to establish the facts relating to the wreck report and discover
the circumstances leading up to the grounding and the outcome, together with
any other relevant information.

The research is limited to information available on-line as access to libraries and
record offices was not possible at this time due to the lockdown for the CORVID-
19 pandemic.

Figure 1, Extract from MADU data base

Ships aground at Abererch 14t October 1881.

235 | 14088t Ambych Packet Abererch

236 1441001881 Dreadnought Abererch

237 | 14m0on88 Harkawax Abererch

238 | 14nm01381* Jane Ellzn Abererch

238 | 14mon8m 51 George Abererch

| | [ i . . i

Schooner It ch 1832 30
Schooner I, b home port: Bamouth 236 I
Schooner e, Gl o home port: Chester 237 I
Schooner I, Fi 1863 | * hoj; 04-10-1331 home port: Pordhmadog 238

Erig Ic. cl, 230
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3.0 Introduction

The Brig Saint George was selected for research because it was one of a group of five vessels
driven aground on Abererch beach on 14t October 1881. Although listed in the data base as
wrecked (MADU Data Base Ref.237) it was damaged but later repaired and re-floated. It was in
service until 1884 therefore having a remarkably long life (for the period) of 70 years although
having been substantially rebuilt in 1862.

Figure 1, Extract from MADU data-base
Ships aground at Abererch 14t October 1881.

235 | 14nosisst Ambych Packet Abererch

236 | 1amon8m Dreadnought Abererch

237 | 14nonsst Harkaway Abererch

238 | 1401881 Jane Ellen Abererch

239 | 14m0n821 1 George Abererch

I A I ) . . .

Schooner I, ch 1832 235
Schooner g, v home port: Bamotth Pt I
Schooner 5, ol home port: Chester 237 I
Schooner o, inf i 1863 | * Wy 04-10-1351/ home port: Podhmadog 238

Erig T, Gft, b 2358

The following topics form the basis of the research enquiries
¢ What were the vessel’s specifications?
e What historical information is available relating to the vessel?
e What was the story leading up to wrecking?
¢ What caused the wrecking?
e What has happened since the wrecking?
e Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story?
e Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on the site?

e Has any salvage, etc. been carried out?

e Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel?
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4.0 Background

No previous knowledge of this vessel was available other than a mention in the contemporary
newspaper report (see Appendix E) and in the ‘Wreck and Rescue on the Coast of Wales’ (Fig. 7)
of the beaching at Abererch during the storm of 14™ Oct 1881. The MADU data base only named
the vessel (as ‘St. Gearge’) and stated that it was a Brig. This and the contemporary newspaper
report list it as 'St. George’ whereas the Lloyds and Mercantile Navy list do not mention this name
but there are several vessels named ‘Saint George’. I therefore conclude that this is the correct
form of the name. Further study leads me to conclude that this particular vessel was built at
Harrington, Cumberland as early as 1814 and then rebuilt at Maryport in 1862/3. The vessel was
removed from the Mercantile Navy List by 1885 with the last listing being in 1883.

St Tudwal’s Roads had for many years been relied upon for shelter for sailing vessels during
westerly gales and on previous occasions ships anchors had failed to hold and the vessels driven
onto Abererch beach. This storm was exceptionally severe and at least five ships suffered this
fate. With the exception of the SV Dreadnought all survived, were re-floated and continued their
voyage.

The site of the beaching is given as Abererch referring to the sands about 1 mile East of Pwllheli
at the North of Cardigan Bay.

Figure 2, Location of Abererch sands.

Liwyn“Hudol Aberenct

Pwllheli

Pearhos

Site map showing location of Abererch sands to East of Pwllheli.




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

5.0 Research Methodology

The following were used in this research:-

Acer Laptop with fast fibre wireless internet connection, I-phone.
Search engines used were

Google Chrome

AVG Secure Browser

Microsoft Office

Windows 10

Snip & Sketch

Methodology: first step to check out Coflein, but nothing there relating to this ‘wreck’ at Abererch, or
ultimate ‘Loss’.

Then Lloyds Register. Mercantile Navy Lists. Newspaper records. Crewlist.

List of sources,

Coflein: https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search No record of the beaching (Abererch) nor of any

subsequent loss or wrecking of the SV John Ellis.

Lloyds Register of shipping: https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online -
Lloyds Register, starting point. Records missing for some of the crucial years.

Library of Wales: https://newspapers.library.wales/view/3310679/3310687/68/ - excellent for local news
reports on the storm and beaching but could find nothing else relating to this ship.

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard Archive— good source.

http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/ - good to identify ships and for crew lists but no detail available for
this ship.

Crew lists and other documents: http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists - good for dates but
no crew information available

http://shipbuildinghistory.com/shipyards/emergencylarge/foundation.htm
https://content.libraries.wsu.edu/digital/collection/cchm photo/id/6983/
https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?33705
https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?

https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http://freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/maritime
[/lifeboat/wreck.htm

https://southampton.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/BIBENQ/

http://coraweb.com.au/Contents/Item/Display/2710



https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online
https://newspapers.library.wales/search?query=Kingfisher&publication%5B%5D=The+Cambrian+News+and+Merionethshire+Standard
http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/
http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists
http://shipbuildinghistory.com/shipyards/emergencylarge/foundation.htm
https://content.libraries.wsu.edu/digital/collection/cchm_photo/id/6983/
https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?33705
https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?
https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http:/freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/maritime/lifeboat/wreck.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http:/freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/maritime/lifeboat/wreck.htm
https://southampton.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/BIBENQ/
http://coraweb.com.au/Contents/Item/Display/2710
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6.0

Results

The SV Saint George was built at Harrington, Cumberland, probably by the Askew, Ellwood
and Co. yard. Described as a Coastal trading, Brig rigged sailing vessel, of 263 Tons Gross
209Tons net.

107ft 4ins long, 24ft 5ins beam, 15ft 1lins depth. Built to carry coal, iron, timber and
general cargo in full ocean going trade. The length quoted is after the rebuild during which
the length was increased. The vessel was Iron Bolted. It had a single deck with beams.
Fully laden the draught was 12ft. The anchor cables consisted of one of Chain and two of
Hemp.

The vessel was commissioned to be built by J Inman. J Inman was also Master until 1819.
He remained owner until 1862 when it was sold to Robert Ritson of Maryport. It was then
re-built.

The vessel was registered in the Liverpool records being given the official number 1013 on
26 March 1850, 209 Tons, Port of Registry Maryport (Fig. 3), which was also the home
port. The vessel is consistently listed in Lloyds from 1815 at 210Tons.These records do not
show any vessels official number. This is first quoted by Lloyds in 1874.

Operated latterly by the Robert Ritson Company of Maryport and carrying coal, timber and
iron, to North America and Quebec, Canada.

Figure 3, Extract from the Appropriation record.

Appropriation Books, Official Numbers 1001 - 1050 (1013) clip

Whether Oceas
Tonnage. Steam or Sailing| Port of Registry. Date of Registry. i
Ship.

Official Namo of Ship. ' Date
Number. Shiy of
P Appropriation,
S e [ I | I [ =

ol
Appropriation.

lulz //‘//[,'// /pll“/ y ,.//r ‘///I; 7'/"«1"/"/}0 ” ]
(i
1013 )//“Ar,f/ Verlek //( J Nl l/w/u/ ,'""//l,’ﬁ"/‘ i ) b
/ /) / ol
aa lQl .t f// " //7 4 '/l'l/""”m”) '7‘/' //"’/’#’; 4 Y

The SV Saint George was built at Harrington and registered at Maryport. Note the name
nomenclature is ‘Saint’ George not 'St.” George as used in the MADU data base.

The SV Saint George was rebuilt during 1862 almost certainly at the yard of Robert Ritson
of Maryport who had recently purchased the vessel.

The firm for which Harrington is most associated is Williamson & Co. An earlier shipbuilder
there was Askew Ellerwood & Co who I believe built the SV Saint George in 1814.

9
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Picture 1, Harrington Harbour circa 1840

Picture 2, Harrington - Typical Ship building facility 1840

10
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Figure 4, Maryport.

Nautical Archaeology Society

The Cumbrian town is the birthplace and early home of Thomas Henry Ismay who went on to
found the Oceanic Steam Navigation Company, more commonly known as the White Star Line.

Maryport quickly developed as an industrial centre throughout the 19th
century. An iron foundry opened and the port developed as did shipyards,
such as Wood's yard and Ritson’s yard, which was famous for launching
ships broadside into the River Ellen because it was not wide enough to
allow ships to be launched the usual way. Ritson’s operated until 1914.

Ritson's Shipyard, Maryport, in early days. It eventually closed in 1914 (Heritage Explorer)

A general view of Ritson's shipyard, showing a ship under construction on a slipway.

11




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

Figure 5, Location map showing Maryport, Workington, Harrington ’
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e Events leading up to ‘wrecking’ - the beaching at Abererch 14 October 1881. The SV
Saint George was on passage to Aberdovey with a cargo of Deals and took shelter in St
Tudwal’s Roads.

A particularly violent storm was travelling west across the Atlantic crossing Ireland on the
13t October and the west coast of Wales. The storm’s intensity was greatest on the 14t
southerly to south westerly as it passed. This storm became famous for the destruction of
a great part of the Eyemouth fishing fleet with great loss of life there. It is possible that
Master Willoughby had observed a storm warning when passing a signal station or just his
experience and seamanship motivated him to seek shelter which caused him to seek
shelter at the ‘safe’ anchorage on the south side of the LIyn peninsular at St. Tudwal’s
Roads. Coastal storm warnings had been developed and instituted by Admiral Robert
Fitzroy at his newly established Meteorology Department in London. But after his suicide in
1865 the forecasts were suspended in 1866, subsequently to be re-instated in 1879, after
much lobbying from shipping companies and fishermen. St. Tudwal’s roads was recognised
and much used, by vessels of the period, to seek shelter from westerly gales and
considered a safe and secure anchorage by virtue of the clay sea bed. Indeed there were
several other vessels there also - most of the ships including the SV Saint George with
both anchors (port & starboard) deployed.

12
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Figure 6, Destination Aberdovey (Aberdyfi)
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The wrecking, Hurricane force winds blew up during the night of 13t/14% such that at
approximately 6 a.m. both anchor cables parted and the schooner was driven ashore onto
Abererch beach one mile east of Pwllheli. The crew were all saved by means of ropes
attached from the shore to the rigging. Several other ships were driven ashore on the
same beach (see figure 1. MADU list). Although the tides were neap the seas were
tremendous and ‘all will sustain heavy damage’ it was observed. The waves were
sweeping over the vessels and pounding them on the beach. The wind was such that
railway carriages were blown over from the rail track and seas crashed over the harbour
wall at Pwllheli. (Appendix E - extract below).

....... S —

NRACDLEE o - . .
Amlwch Packet, of Beaumaris. The brig St. (eorge
grounded while the tide was out, and filled at once,
She was left with bow on, so that each succeeding
breaker swept her fore and aft, The crew were in
a perilous sitnation, but with the dexterous =aid of
some sailors and others on the shore they managed
to pass the end of a warp inland, by the aid ot which
they were taken ashore.  No lives were lost.

However the SV Saint George survived with some dama.(_je and remained there for repairs
to be completed and then re-floated. It was not listed as a wreck by Coflein or Lloyds or
Larn & Larn.

13
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Figure 7, Extract from account of the beaching of vessels at Abererch
October 1881.

" WRECK AND RESCUE
| ON THE

COAST OF WALES

WRECK AND RESCUE 43

from Cardigan in January 1875, was run down by another steamer in
Cardigan Bay. Drifting out of control, she went ashore at Pwllheli
and became a total wreck.

On October 13th 1881, a storm of hurricane force swept the Welsh
coast (see Chapter 6). Several vessels sheltering in St. Tudwal’s Roads
dragged their anchors and at the height of the storm their cables parted.
Before the terrific wind they drifted out of control along the coast
towards Pwllheli. Five of them went ashore on Abererch beach, a mile
to the east; the schooners Dreadnought, of Barmouth, with a cargo of |
timber from Cork; Jane Ellen, of Portmadoc; Harkaway, of Chester;
Amlweh Packet, of Beaumaris; and the brig St. George, bound to 1
Aberdovey with timber. Most of the crews were rescued due to the
indefatigable exertions of the watchers ashore, whilst of the five vessels
only the Dreadnought became a total wreck.

A few years later, the Institution decided to open a station at Pwllheli
to give protection to this section of the Welsh coast. The Chief In-
spector and the Institution’s architect visited the town on July 7th 1888
to make the necessary arrangements. They met various members of the
local seafaring community and all came to the same decision that the
most suitable site would be on the land near Gimlet Rock, the property

Parry, H., 1969, Wreck and Rescue on the Coast of Wales. Vol 1: The Lifeboats of Cardigan Bay and Anglesey.
D. Bradford Barton Ltd. - Page 43.

¢ Previous investigation or research of this vessel,
The only previously documented information is that which is contained in the
contemporary newspaper report of the beaching at Abererch.

14
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e The Site,
As an aground wreck site, on a beach, there is nothing to record by diving or surveying at
the site.

¢ Additional Information,
With research limited to on-line at the present time I have not been able to discover a

copy of the builder’s original plans or any photographs, drawings, sketches, paintings,
pictures etc.

Information given in the MADU data base (Fig. 1) and R Cadwalader data base and also in
Henry Parry ‘Wreck and Rescue on the Coast of Wales’ record a beaching of several
vessels on Abererch sands on the morning of the great storm of Oct 14t 1881. Ivor
Wynne Jones in ‘Shipwrecks of North Wales’ Ed 3 1986 includes the SV St. George in his
wreck map and Index of Ships but with no text, indeed he has no reference to the 1881
storm or the many wrecks resulting. The SV Saint George was one of the vessels beached
at Abererch (along with four other ships) according to contemporary local newspaper
(Appendix E).

e Passengers and crew,
The SV Saint George did not normally carry any passengers, her typical crew would be
between five and seven typically five when on coastal trading and seven for ocean
voyages. It would comprise The Master, Mate, three able Seamen, a Cook and an
apprentice.

Figure 8, Extract from Clip Files: Crew Lists.

'\j Crew lists for official number 1013

D) ST BT

Crew lists from 1861 onwards

ship Year Port  Archive Archives referencefnk Transcnpt
Tanal Arenines W BTOw3S
Crew lists 1857 to 1860 in BT 98 at TNA
Year ON Range TNA reference
1857 1001-1080 @ BT98/4773
1858 991-1050
1859 991-1020
1860 991-1015 [ BTO98/6252

15
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e Owners and Masters,

Captain John Inman was the first owner and Master.

During 1820 Captain Ferguson was Master briefly then superseded by Captain J Ferguson.
With the ship in the ownership of Inman & Co.

In 1830 Captain J Thompson took over as Master.
Captain James Poole became Master in 1834. The owner remains John Inman.
1851 Master Captain G Scott. Owner now T Ostle of Maryport.

1862 The ship was sold to Robert Ritson, shipbuilder and ship owner of Maryport. His
Master was Captain G Scott.

Captain B Nelson became Master in 1868.

1870 Captain J Johnston became Master.

JOHNSTON JOHN 1811 WORKINGTON, MASTER 42109 LIVERPOOL, BT124/5, image
CUMBERLAND 12/5M1851 402, row 6

JOHNSTON JOHN 1816 HARRINGTON MASTER 42093 137306 WORKINGTON BT124/5, image
CUMBERLAND 4/2/11801 400, row 6

In 1883 Captain J Nixon became Master under continued ownership of J Ritson & Co.

e Since the beaching. The SV Saint George remained on the beach for repairs. The other
vessels with the exception of the SV Dreadnought were re-floated, repaired and continued
on passage. The SV Saint George was repaired, re-floated and returned to service in the
ownership of Robert Ritson of Maryport.

e The SV Saint George was removed from the Lloyds Register by 1889 with the last entry in
the 1883 list. The last listing in the Mercantile Navy Listing was for 1884.

e Other research, I do not believe that anyone has previously investigated or researched
the vessel back story.

¢ The site was a grounding so is not appropriate for any work to be carried out at the site.
e Previous reports, There have been no previous reports produced relating to the vessel.

¢ A timeline relating to the SV Saint George is detailed at Appendix D.

16
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7.0 Analysis

I believe that the conclusions arrived at are accurate and the correct ship identified using the
information that I could discover that matched the basic information provided in the data bases.
The data base refers to the ship as the St George but it is more commonly referred to in the
registers as Saint George.

I believe that the ship was decommissioned in 1884 and dismantled.

8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations

I have probably spent approximately 25 hours on this project including about 14 hours on-line.

I believe that I have discovered relevant information on the SV Saint George, beached but not
‘wrecked’ at Abererch sands.

I believe that I have answered the questions established prior to the research.

I do not believe that there is scope for any further development of this incident. Nor is there any
prospect of further information at the site.
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Appendix A - Specification for the SV Saint George.

Vessel Name Saint George
Type Brig
General Cargo,
Built Date Laid down: 1814
Launched 1814
Commissioned 1815
Builder Askew, Ellwood & Co.
Harrington, Cumberland.
Construction Materials Wood, Frames iron bolted
Decks One Deck with Beams
Bulkheads
Propulsion Type Sail
Details Brig Rigged
Dimensions Length 107ft 4 ins
Beam 24ft 5ins
Draught 15ft lins 12ft draught when fully
laden
Tonnage Gross 263T
Net 109T
Owner First Captain J Inman, Maryport. Cumberland.
Others T Ostle, Maryport.
Last R Ritson, Maryport
Registry Port Maryport, Cumberland.
Flag UK H.G.F.N.
Number 1013
History Routes Maryport to Buenos Ayres and Barbados, Murmansk,
N. America and Quebec, Canada, also coastal trade.
Quebec to Abertyfi 1881
Cargo Coal, Iron, Timber, general cargo
Voyage From Maryport
To Aberdovey
Captain Capt. J Johnston
Crew
Passengers | None
Cargo Deals
Wrecking Date 14 Oct 1881, beached
Location Abererch
Cause Hurricane
Loss of life | None
Outcome Re-floated

18
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Appendix B - Extracts from Lloyds Register for SV Saint George.

1815

A WIIII.I;U LAUL
~—Francisco
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"&4-'

| e ny GOOGle
1820
5|~George S [C. Brown [393[River | 2|Fry & CoJt Wmdahlgmt
»C sDn Yy
6] BEQ.C ningbam|153|Philad.|14|Rbrtsn&C[11|Gr.STheo.}E& l‘ﬁ
spa| Srpns
7|— erguson|210/Hrn InmankCl12MtAmerjA 1§A [
b irxm sDa|N v B4 ‘95
8}=Gregors S [Knwel 74lArkoglli t.&Co.l12{LoStSeb.|E 1
1822
4-—Geor8;'s . Brown 5;.; River | 4 Fry & Co. :; LoGrnda'A 1
.C358 D
Sp— Bg slJ. Fearon [21 Hrngtn| 9 Iuman&C{12(MtMrmc!A 1
. x9 s |{nKlgrp.!x9
6‘- br ‘0 Z‘nder 107 rsw.l 8 WVOMIHI I3 Flain’+lA 1
1826
3| —George S |G. Brown |393|River | 8/Fry & Co.|18|LoGrnad/A 1|A-T
s.C22rp25 sos| :
4—  SpsC Emﬁeuon 214 La;lral. 4 Watson &|12 ;‘;;I%n:lln
Pac o5 Harper r y
ffm é?ﬂlsremn 210, Hrogt |13/Inman&C|12 M:ﬁgbc
23 s oalgrp.xQSr prs/23&24 Pl "
6— Bg |P. Heany |115|Livrpl | 3|Leland&Cj10 ;Jléll)crgbd
- Q. IY Zandae .I?\; Cirnew [ 12IM Krucerl 7/Cs Mlaca
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Appendix C, Extract from Mercantile Navy Lists 1857 to 1885.

ercantile Navy List, , page
M ile N List, 1858 295
| vear| 1558 v | 2] P

52 KOWena, SIieiis
6696 Rowena, Yarmouth

8734 Rowland Hill, Whitehaven

5416 Roxana, Alloa
2N G0 RBavana Tlanalle

| 8781

Mercantile Navy List, 1870, page 338

zr 1870 v | [ P

60132 | Bt, George, Hull .

| o e e
Tge,

Baint George. Montreal

Mercantile Navy List, 1880, page 500
ir| 1880 v m 13

Yl VICtoria, Y armioutn
lﬂ% Royll Victoria, Yarmouth
33449 Rowland Hill, Montreal | 22929 Royal William, Carnarvon Ill.'H'l Sabrina, Gloucestor
Royal William, Dublin

24343 Royal Willisen, Dublin
IR0l Roval William (1 lanoestar

Ship: SAINT GEORGE

Ship: SAINT GEORGE, Sail

Ship: SAINT GEORGE

AP == Ep b B
([ LT IO <AL, Cowes [[150%7 SaImt ﬁﬁﬁé’trﬁlﬁ—d

111120 Sabrina, Gloucester 18379 Baidt

|| 6035 Saint George, Liverpool

11299 Saint George, London
1013 Saint George, Maryport

H1dhMIdaint CGenres Nownastla

|1 23087 [Rabrins, Hartlepool
| 1463/ Rabrina, Liverpoal
10741 | Qadwina  Malilon

clip

P LML 4= @) P M

. . 59 John Harrison, Kingston Street, Hull, -
. e 55 James Shaw, Wharton, Cheshire,

. HGFN | 252 .. | Robert Ritson & Wl]]la.m Ostle, M i,

. | RF.Q.C 38 Georze E. Mavrand. Rivar dn T.omm Canada.

clip

P AU = @) pH E O

28187 8t George, Liverpool HE | W - | 68 | YTRE | 18 ;;;:Iﬁwmm'm" n. %r‘;?mnm.m, E
1013 | Saint George, Maryport .| Bg. {Hlm'lngbon g 1 gy © 8haw, Wharton, Cheshir
Robuilt . | 1863 | H-G.F.N | 263 | Robert Ritson, Mmpomom o
30433 l 8t. George, Port Louis .| oh. | Mouritius | 1838 | QK 8 32 bertand
37098 | Bt. George. Quebec . oa i (thamnlain 188 | QK8R J. Bpinelly, Flaca., Mauritina o
Mercantile Navy List, 1883, page 512 Ship: SAINT GEORGE, Sail
w150 | G B P AU =z @) p ) HD EEIE
28187 | Bt George, Liverpool . ¥. | Winaford .| 188 | 0 | 55 | James Shaw, Wharton, Cheshire,
1013 | Saint George, Maryport .| Be *| 188 | LG.P.N | 263 | Robert Ritson, Maryport.
27008 | St Goorse. Quebee . Bee. o180 | soNP | 72| Josenh Alexandre. Champlain, Canada.
Mercantile Navy List, 1884, page 520 Ship: SAINT GEORGE, Sall clip
ar| 1004~ | (B3 B S OUAd 4r[=2 E3p p M HED BEZ
DB%lY | DU, UeOrge, vupun . Lr, reel . 1360 41 | John YalkKer, HOWEL, CO., L/ubiil.
23763 | Baint George, Guemsey .| 8w. | Sunderland . | 1848 [ N.T'B.F 182 | John Hamley, 8t. Sampson's, Guernsey.
28187 | 8t. George, Liverpool . . . [ ‘Winsford 1841 . 56 | James Bhaw, Wharton, Cheshire.
1013 | Baint George, Maryport . Bg. {ng;ﬂi‘;g"’“ 188 | ma.F.N | 263 | Robert Ritson, Maryport. .
37098 | St. George, Quebec . Bge. 1860 | S.O.N.F 72 | Joseph Alexandre, Champlain, Canada.
74272 | Bt. George, Quebea . 8p. | Cap SF Ignace| 1875 8 0.1? 24 | Willlom ch‘“nard- Cap St. Tgnace, c0. M"“t’
maeny. Can P

Mercantile Navy List, 1885, page 534
ar 1885 v | 3

B5t. George, Bristol .
15121 | Baint George, Drogheda
58419 | 8¢, George, Dublin .
23763 | Baint George, Guernsey
28187 | 8%, George, Liverpool .
37098 | 8t. George, Qusbec .
74272 | 8t. George, Quebec .
04619 | 8t. George, 8t. Jchn, N.
88258 | Bt. George, St. John, N,

No longer listed

clip

Ship: SAINT GEORGE, Sail
PO MM == @) b H ED KT

. | B Quebee .- ., | 1872 | LM.C.R | 1499
. .| Bg | Liverpool . | 1823 | I.R.B.C 70
. .| Lr ool . | 1866 .. N
. . | Bw, Sunderland . 11848 | NT.B.F 182
. . F. Winﬂford' . 1841 Y 55
. .| Bge.| Champlain . | 1860 { 8.C.N.F 72
+ .| 8p. | Oap8t. Ignace ] 1876 .o 2
B.. . |Bk, | 8t. John, N. B 1879 | v.W.P.T | 808
B. . | Br. | Westfleld,N.B.| 1879 .- 28
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Appendix D - The Timeline for the SV Saint George

1814

1815
1818
1820

1822
1826
1830
1832

1834
1836
1846
1848
1851
1855
1862

1868
1870
1874
1881

1883
1884

Built at Harrington, Cumberland,.

Brig 263Ton. Rated Al with 12yr survey interval. Master and owner was
Captain John Inman. Registered at Maryport - also home port.

Lloyds Register, 210Ton, Owner: Captain & Co.

Master J Inman, home port Maryport, trading Buenos Ayres and Barbados.

Master now Captain Ferguson with Captain J Fearon taking over, Owner
Inman & Co., Trading America. New Keel fitted. Rated Good Repair and Al

9 years since survey. Trading Maryport to Murmansk
Rated E (Second Class) 1. Some repairs carried out. Trading Maryport to Quebec
Captain J Thompson taking over as Master.

Repairs carried out at Harrington including a new Keelson. Trading Maryport to
America.

New Master Captain James Poole. Owner John Inman. Trading Maryport to Quebec.
No changes.

No changes.

No changes.

Master Captain G Scott. Owner now T Ostle of Maryport.

No changes, voyaging to N America.

Master G Scott. Owner Robert Ritson, Ritson & Co, Maryport. Major repairs at
Ritson’s Yard ship was lengthened, Deck replaced. Trading Coastal.

Captain B Nelson.
Master ] Johnston.
No changes.

14t October driven aground on Abererch Sands, North Cardigan Bay. On passage
to Aberdovey with deals. Crew saved. Repaired and refloated.

Captain J Nixon. Owner: ] Ritson & Co.

Last listing in the Mercantile Navy Lists. As no mention of loss or wrecking
presumed scrapped.
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Appendix E, The storm 14t October 1881, extracts from
contemporary newspaper reports.

Extracts from the Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard.

News X <

THE STORM. | Since the terrible gale, known in this
part of the country as the Royal Charter gale there has
not | be so severe a storm on the Welsh coast as was
experienced last Friday and the preceding Thursday
night. Induration it was more prolonged than that storm
in which the large steamship and its living freight were
lost. The wind began to freshen on Thursday evening
from the south-south-east, and, increasing in force,
veered to the south-south-west between ten and
eleven, at which time it was blowing a gale. The storm
continued with increased violence  utitil three o'clock
on Friday afternoon, when rain began to fall, and the
wind, which was then blowing almost due west, to
abate. It is calculated by Professor Stone, of the

Mews ' -'::

PWLLHELL A most terrific storm has prevailed here
from about mMidnight on Thursday last week. It is feared
that great destruction has been done to property, both
on land and sea. A large stack of hay belonging to M.
Chaven Owvens, coal merchant, of this town, was whirled
away and scattered before the wind. Sewveral signal
posts on the Cambrian Railways hawve been blown
dowmn. House tops and chimney pots have been also
blown off in sewveral of the adjacent neighbourhoods.
About sie am. on Friday, the schooner Dreadnowght,
Captain Bogan, laden with pibwood, from Cork for
Barrow, parted her cables at St Tudwell's Rioads, and
was drven ashore at Abererch beach, near this towrn.
The crew were all saved by means of ropes attached
from the shore to the rigging. The swf is making a
clean sweep over the wvessel, and she will be greathy
damaged, if not a total wreck. The schooner Ambach
Packet, Captain Williams, with ooals, from Bristol
Channel for Port Mant, is also ashore here, hawving
drifted before the wind from the roads; crew sawved.
The Harkaway, from Beaumaris, met with a similar
fate, as did also the schooner John Ellis, Captain
Willoughby, from Pormadoc for Copenhagen crew
saved. The brig St. George, for Aberdovey, laden with
deals, is also ashore crew saved.
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CASUALTIES IN CARDIGAN BAY.

CASUALTIES IN CARDIGAN BAY. The following topsail schooners were driven ashore on the above baach, and will sustain heavy damages: —The
Dreadnought, of Bamrow, the Harkaway, of Chester, the John Ellis, of Portmadoc. and the Amiwch Packst. of Beaumaris. The brig St George groundad
while the tide was out, and tilled at once She was left with bow on, o that each succeeding breaker swept her fore

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard 213 October 1881 News p2

16 words

CASUALTIES IN CARDIGAN BAY.

The following topsail schooners were driven ashore
on the above beach, and will sustain heavy damages:
—The Dreadnought, of Barrow: the Harkaway, of
Chester; the John Ellis, of Portmadoc; an the
Amlwch Packet, of Beaumaris. The brig St. George
grounded while the tide was out, and tilled at once.
She was left with bow on, so that each succeeding
breaker swept her fore and aft, The crew were in
a perilous sitnation, but with the dexterous aid of
some sailors and others on the shore they managed
to pass the end of a warp inland, by the aid oi which
they were taken ashore. No lives were lost.

( Continwed on page Sth.)

snire. —
PWLLHELIL !f
A most terrific storm has prevailed here from aboat | &
midnight on Thursday last week. It is feared that great =
destruction has been done to property, both on land 14e
and sea. A large stack of hay belonging to Mr. Owen P
Owens, coal merchant, of this town, was whirled away el
and scattered before the wind. Several signal posts |V
on the Cambrian Railways have been blown down, :z
House tops and chimney pots have heen also blown off b
in several of the adjacent neighbourhoods. About six 53
a.m. on Friday, the schooner Dreadnought, Captain &
Bogan, laden with pitwood, from Cork for Barrow, parted b
her cables at St. Tndwell's Roads, and was driven | ©
ashore at Abererch beach, near this town. The crew | V
were all saved by means of ropes attached from the .
shore to the rigging. The surf is making a clean .
sweep over the vessel, and she will be greatly damaged,
if not a total wreck. The schooner Amlwch Pac ftv 3
Captain Williams, with coals, from _antol'Channel for
Port Nant, is also ashore here, having drifted before
the wind from the roads; ecrew saved. The Harl'mway,
from Beaumaris, met with a similar fate, as did also
the schooner John Ellis, Captain Willoughby, from
Portmadoc for Copenhagen ; crew saved. The brig
St. George, for Ahcrdovey, laden with deals, is also
ashore ; crew saved.
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