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1. 0  Abstract  
 

 

The ñwww Research Projectò is about, discovering by on line research details of 

ships, on the MADU data base of wrecks of North Wales , the circumstances of 

their loss ,details of the owners and crew, the cargo carried and the ir history.  I 

also set out to establish the true date of the Seven Brothers loss and its 

circumstances as it is recorded as sinking on two different dates . The Seven 

Brothers was a schooner of 5 3 tons built at Llansantffraid in 1867 and registered 

at Beaum aris.  It was a coaster travelling between mainly Welsh ports, Wales and 

Ireland carrying coal, slates and flour. Seve n Brothers had been involved in  

collisions and was sunk in the Thames Estuary after a collision with a barge, but 

lifted and repaired. Seve n Brothers was reported to have sunk in 1905 at 

Abersoch, but although the crew were rescued by the RNLI the weather changed 

and she survived. The Seven Brothers was driven ashore in November 1909  as it 

attempted to enter Aberaeron harbour and after the ti de ebbed the crew climbed 

ashore safely. Part of the cargo of coal was salvaged but Seven Brothers was 

beyond repair and was sold in lots for reuse or  firewood.  
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3.0  Introduction  

 

 

 This was the second wreck I choose to research during the coronavirus lock 

down, because it was more modern than the other wreck and there were some 

details which would help me check I was identifying reports that related to this 

vessel.  

I wanted to find  as much information about the history of the vessel as possible, 

any incidents that had been involved in, what type of loads it carri ed, to where,  

who was the master, who were the crew and the story of how  & when  it was lost.  

It was  recorded  a schooner but no records survive of its dimensions  except depth 

when loaded . That it was described as a schooner meant that it had two or more 

m asts fore and aft rigged , after that there many variations of rigging and sails. A 

two masted schooner generally has a sho rter forward mast than the main mast  

and very often a bowsprit  and its size at 53 tons means it  is unlikely to have  had  

more masts . It  is better suited to coastal sailing with variable winds then a 

square rigged ship which is better at sailing long distances on trade winds . In 

later records it was sometimes described as a sloop which only has one mast  but 

there is no record of it bei ng altered  and when it was lost it was described as a 

schooner.  

The Seven Brothers is not listed in any addition of Lloyds Register that is 

available on line , it is outside the scope of this publication since it is less than 

100 tons and it would only have  been recorded in its lifetime if it had been 

surveyed.  

It is however recorded in the Beaumaris port records now held in the Anglesey 

Record office.  

The crew lists for some of the years it was operational are also held in the 

Anglesey Record office  and oth ers  at the National Archives.  

It appears many times in shipping and news reports in newspapers.  

Its loss occurred during at the end of a voyage it had undertaken many times as 

it was  sailing  entering the shallow approaches to Aberayron  harbour in a heavy 
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swel l, it ran aground and was quickly bounced up the shore to be left stranded. 

The crew were able to scramble ashore safely from its resting place.  

Its cargo was salvaged and the ship lay on the shore for about a month until it 

was sol d as a total loss to the  owners of the cargo it had carried. They towed it 

into Aberayron harbour where it was broken up and sold in lots.  

4.0  Background  

The Seven Brothers was listed in wrecks of North Wales as being a schooner that 

sank on at Abersoch on 16 th January 1905. Its home  port was given as 

Beaumaris, owner Richard Thomas of Caernarfon, built in 1867 at Llansanffraid, 

53 nrt . A Seven Brothers  is also listed separately as being lost on 27 th  November 

1909 500 yds north of Aberaeron . 

Location Aberyaron Harbour  Lat: 52Ü 15ô N; Long: 004Ü 16ô W Irish Sea ï 

Cardigan Bay South.  

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project            Nautical Archaeology Society  

8 
 

 

                                           Aberaeron (Aberayron)  
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                Location Aberaeron ( Aberayron) in Cardigan Bay  
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5.0  Research Methodology   

I used a Microsoft Pixel laptop with access to my home internet running windows 
10 operating system. I also used my Apple I pad for research when I was away 

from the laptop and to assist in transcribi ng reports from the British newspaper 
archives. The internet connection is slow and at times intermi ttent. I use the 

search engine Google.  
 

I search ed Lloyds List 1867 -8 which produced Seven Brothers  (  official number 

20507 ) , W.Davies  as the master ,Davies & Co as the owners it was based in 

Aberdovey , 43tons,  Sws coaster . This is a different vessel , w hich was surveyed 

so appeared in Lloyds register while the survey was current. The Seven Brothers 

vessel number 56213 is not listed in L loyds register as it is under 100 tons and 

cannot have been surveyed. I failed to read the criteria for inclusion in Llo yds 

register and having found a Seven Brothers listed about the correct size from a 

slightly earlier date then overlapping I was diverte d amalgamating the two 

vessels. They were both registered at Aberystwyth,  20507 port of registry was 

Aberdovey , 56213 po rt of registry was Beaumaris. The other reason I was misled 

was the master is listed as Davies, the same name was also the master of 562 13 

for a period of time.  

I searched the Lloyds Register then casualty returns for returns of vessels totally 

lost, conde mned &c for 1905 & 1909 when the vessel was reported sunk and 

could not find a entry  in sailing vessels.  I then realised this only included vessels 

over 100 tons so the Seven Brothers would not be included.  

 

I paid for a one month subscription to the Briti sh Newspaper achieves and a 

search for Seven brothers produced nearly 60 pages of  possible  matches befor e 

the dates became of no interest. I have listed the relevant newspaper reports in 

the results which included its final wrecking and salvage. I was look ing for details 

of the voyages,  mishaps, owners and crew of Se ven Brothers  

I also searched the Welsh Newspaper archives held by The National Library of 

Wales . I was looking for details of the voyages,  mishaps, owners and crew of 

Seven Brothers  

I searched ñwelsh schooners 1800s ò , this produced the  following;  

Aberaeron:  The community and seafaring 1800 -1900, Cardiganshire ï GENUKI  
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Which listed ships built at Aberaeron but no mention of the Seven Brothers  

 

Ship building  ñLLanon , LLansantffraed ò lists ships b uilt h ere between 1786 and 

1864 with no record of the Seven Brothers  

 

Following an update from ñResearch project ñ I searched crewlist.org.uk for the 

Severn Brothers found the Mercantile list  and discovered its official number 

56213  and that there was ano ther Seven brothers official number 20507 . 

Using its official number I was able to find crew lists that had been transcribed on 

Line, Lists of its owners and masters  

I found a photograph of the Appropriation book with the entry for the vesselôs 

first regi stration.   

 

I searched ñSeven Brothers Beaumarisò in British Newspaper Archives  

Which produced a  number of  match es including  in Lloyds List for 1909  and the 

article mentioned a previous report on 29 th  November which was not found. I had 

to search ñSeven Brothers, Beaumaris Lloyds list 29 th  November 1909 ñ which 

produced 4 pages of the newspaper for that date, but failed to find Seven 

Brothers. I had to read th e four pages to find the entry even though it was an 

article started with Seven Brothers in bold t ype.  

I enlisted my brothers help as he had a subscription to research our family tree 

and he found the census records. He carried on to the National archives and 

found the Nav al Reserve record for Hugh Williams, log books, medal card and 

summary will.  
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6.0  Results    
 

 

Vessel  Name/s  Seven Brothers  

 Type  Schooner  

Built  Date  18 67  

   

   

 Builder  Unknown  

  Llansantffraid  

Construction  Materials  Wood  

 Decks  One  

 Bulkheads  Unknown  

Propulsion  Type  Sail   

 Details    

Engine  Details  None  

   

   

   

 Boilers  N/A  

Drive  Type  N/A  

 Number   

Dimensions  Length          ins       

 Beam       ins   

 Draught  8ft 6  ins   

Tonnage  Gross  54 tons  

 Net  32  tons  

Owner  First  John Hughes  

  Llansanffraid  

 Last  Hugh Williams  Brynmor, 11 Ralph Street, Borth Y Gest   

  Portmadoc  

 Others  See Appendix C 

Registry  Port  Beaumaris, Anglesey  

 Flag  British  

 Number  56213  

History  Routes  Welsh coaster generally & to Ireland  

  London  

 Cargo  Coal , Slate, railway lines,  flour  

Final Voyage  From  Cardiff  

 To Aberayron  

 Captain  Hugh Williams  

 Crew  Two  

 Passengers  None  

 Cargo  Coal , 85  tons  

Wrecking  Date  Saturday  27 th  November 1909  

 Location  Outside Aberayron harbour ,52.14.30N, 04.16W  

 Cause  Running aground  

 Loss of life  None  

 Outcome  Total Loss, Salvage d, Broken up & sold  as lots  
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I have used the spellings for town and persons used in the records,  newspaper 
reports I found,  

I know that now that many of these are an an glic ised versions of the Welsh 
spellings.  

 
Anglesey Archives ï Register General of Shipping and Sea man (Beaumaris,  

Anglesey)Records  

 
Ref WDB/357  

 
Seven Brothers registration number 56213  

 
Registered Beaumaris , 1867  

 
Crew lists for various years from 1867 to 1893  

Log Books for various years from 1896 to 1908  
 

John Hughes was owner and master from 1867 t o 1869,in 1873 the master was 
Benjamin Hughes  

 
WD Owen owner in 1903 with Hugh Williams as master who then also bec ame 

the owner until it was wrecked.  

 
The master and owners for other years are shown in A ppendix A & C  

 
The following details from Lloyds lis t I later discovered relate to ship number 

20507  
  

Lloyds List 1855  
                          Master    tons  length breath depth built   Owners       Port         

Seven Brothers   W.  Davies  43    48.4   14.8     8.3  1853 Davies & Co Aberdovy  
Abs Coaste r  10  

Sk  
Ib,   

Sk = Schooner, Ib  = Iron bolts, Abs = Aberystwith, survey port, A1 condition 
surveyed 1853  

 

 
 

Lloyds List 1867 -8 
                          Master    tons  length breath depth built   Owners       Port         

Seven Brothers   W.  Davies  43    48.4   14.8     8.3  1853 Davies & Co Aberdovy  
Sws Coaster  10  

Sk  
Ib ,   

Sk = Schooner, I b = Iron bolts, Sws  = Swansea, survey port  
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Lloyds List 1870 -71  
As above but master now J.  Morg*ns owner McDonald  
 

 

The crew lists for Seven Brothers vessel No.2050 7 cease in 1880  and although it 

does seem to have been damaged in  a storm  in January  1881 at The Mumbles 
near Swansea and I can find no records after this date.  

 
 

Carnarvonshire and Denbigh Herald  Saturday 26 th  July 1856  
 

Shipping Intelligence  
Passed through the straights  

Seven Brothers Davies from Bangor for Southampton  
This must be vessel No.20507  

 

 
North Wales Chronical Saturday 6 th  February 1869  

 
Shipping Intelligence  

Pontinllarn Arrived ï Seven Brothers  vessel No.5621 3 
Port Dinorwic  Sailed ï Seven Brothers , Davies  vessel No.20507  

 
 

 

Cardiff Times 22 nd  January 1881  

In the great storm the Seven Brothers owned by Martha  Davies was damaged  at 

the Mumbles five miles from Swansea . This is probably 20507 since the owner of 

56213 at this time was Richard Thomas  

 

A Carnarvon Admiralty case reported in The North Wale Chronicle dated 

Saturday 4 th  August 1883.  

Richard Thomas of Castle Square Carnarvon the owner of the ñSevern Brothersò 

sued Griffith Williams, slate merchant of Ca rnarvon the owner of a vessel 

ñWilliam and Henryò to recover Ã19 3s 2d worth of damage caused when his 

vessel failed to give way when b oth vessels were sailing and a collision occurred. 

The incident occurred near New London Rock in Carlingford Loch on 28 th  February 

1883.The Captain of the ñSeven Brothersò, Thomas Jones, the mate Evan Roberts 

and the cook J R Matthews  amongst others not n amed gave evidence. Richard 

Thomas was awarded £18 plus costs having proved his case.  

 

The North Wales Chronical Saturday  12 th  January 1884  

file:///C:/Herald
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Shipping  

Port Dinorwic  

Arrived Seven Brothers  

 

The South Wales Daily News Tuesday 22 nd  April 1884  

Latest arrivals at Penarth Roads Monday  

Seven Brothers 53,slates  

 

 

The Cambrian news and Welsh Farmers Gazette 10 th  April 1885  

A Vessel str anded on Llanddewi beach  

The s chooner Seven Brother of Beaumaris, Edward Griffith master, tonnage fifty 

three tons, having d ischarged a cargo of coal and flour from Cardiff at the port of 

Aberayron. It sailed on 7 th  April for Portmadoc with the remainder o f its cargo of 

iron rails for the Festiniog Railway company, whilst about two miles from 

Aberayron and opposite the village of Llanddewi ,the master tried to work the 

ship to the eastward but she would not work and struck amongst large stones 

three hours a fter high water.  The master could not get any assistance from the 

shore it being too dangerous to land a boat there being a heavy ground sea. The 

master and crew by means of an anchor endeavoured to heave her out , but the 

anchor would not hold , and the v essel consequently drifted over large stones 

inward, where she has received considerable damage. The master on Wednesday 

eng aged a boat from Aberayron with ten men to throw part of the cargo 

overboard in order to lighten the ship and try to get her off. Th e ship was insured 

in the sum of £360 at Bangor.  

Cambrian News 4 th  November 1887  

A gale Portmadoc 31 st  October caused the shipping fraternity to gather early 

Tuesday morning to assist each other in securing their vessels. The Harbours of 

Portmadoc are alwa ys considered very sheltered and the fury of the storm may 

be estimated from the fact that many of the  vessels in the harbour were severely 

knocked about and greatly damaged, and great trouble was experienced in 

keeping to their moorings.  Amongst the vesse ls damaged was Seven Brothers.  

The South Wales Daily News Monday 24 March 1890  
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Neath and Briton Ferry  

Arrivals ï Seven Brothers, 53, Portmadoc, slates  

 

The South Wales Daily News  Tuesday 7 th  May 1895  

The schooner Seven Brothers for Beaumaris sank after co llision with the barge 

Rushley . The crew of the schooner landed at Holehaven, Essex and the barge 

proceeded for London . 

This location is in the Thames estuary on Canvey Island with spring tides of over 

5 meters with plenty of tidal flats to ground a sinkin g vessel, which could then be 

pumped  out and made water tight befor e the next tide to float it off for repair.  

 

The South Wales Daily News Thursday 9 th  May 1895  

The schooner Seven Brothers which sank at Holehaven , Essex  on Sunday after 

collision has been raised and towed to Gravesend . This is further up the Thames 

opposite Tilbury Docks.  

There is a gap in the crew list for 1895 which may be due to vessel being out of 

commission being repaired after sinking but starts aga in from 1/1/1896 with 

Griff ith Price  being the master and shown as the master in 1895.  

 

Western Mail Monday 3 rd  April 1899  

Shipping Intelligence  

Newport Arrivals ï River Wharves ï March 31  

 Seven Brothers ,47,Cardiff,  

Exports Coastwise ï April1st  

Bannow, Seven Brothers, 80 coal,  G. M. Humpr ies & Co  

 

The North Wales Chronical Saturday 13 th  January 1900  

Shipping -  Portmadoc  

Sailings  -Seven Brothers  
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Western Mail 22 nd  February 1901  

Collision at Newport  

Whist the schooner Seven Brothers of Beaumaris was berthing alongside the 

Rock Wharf on the R iver Usk at Newport she collided with the ketch Ellen Mary of 

Bideford, which was lying at the adjacent wharf, doing damage to the port 

quarter of the ketch. The s chooner was not damaged.  

 

Ships Log Book 1/7/1903 to 31/12/1903  Seven Brothers, Williams , 

Ma naging agent Wm Owen  

Lying in Portmadoc until 6/8/1903  

August 6 1903 Portmadoc sailed for Cork  

September 16 1903 Cork arrived from Portmadoc  

September 27 1903 Cor k sailed for Portmadoc in ballast  

September 30 1903 Portmadoc arrived from Cork  

November 4 19 03 Portmadoc sailed for Newport  

November 11 1903 Newport arrived from Portmadoc  

November 19 1903 Newport sailed for Aberayron  

December 28 1903 Aberayron arrived fr om Newport  

January 6 1904 Aberayron sailed for Portmadoc in ballast  

January 8 1904 Portmadoc arrived from Aberayron  

 

The Cork Examiner Friday 13 th  May 1904  

OAKELEY PORTMADOC SLATES 

Now discharged ,Seven Brothers with a cargo of the above ,24 x 14in .Special 

Terms  

The same advertisement appeared on 2 nd  June 1904  
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Evening Express. 17th January 1905  

Gowerian, Sarah Davies, and Seven Brothers. Carnarvon telegraphs: Schooners 

Gowerian, Sarah Davies, and Seven Brothers, with slates, from Port Madoc, in 

Abersoch Roads; crews landed; two of the schooners leaky.  

 

Lloyd's List  -  Wednesday 18 January 1905  

GOWERIAN. ðCarnarvon. Jan. 17. 9 21 p.m. ð Crews of Gowerian. Sarah Davies, 

and Seven Brothers at Abersoch Roads, went on board in own boats at 6 o'clock 

to -nigh t.  

 

Lifeboat Magazine Archive   August 1905 Volume: 19 Issue: 217  

During snowstorms and very cold wea ther, on the morning of the 16th January, 

signals of distress were observed off Benar Point, the Life -boat crew were 

immediately assembled and the Life -boat Oldham proceeded to the vessel, which 

proved to be the schooner  Seven Brothers, of Beaumaris, bound  from Portmadoc 

to Newport. Her anchors were dragging in the prevailing south -easterly gale, and 

her crew of three hands being in danger were taken off by the Life -boat, which 

landed them at Penrhyn Point.  

Two hours later  further signals of distress were s een from the schooners 

Gowerian, of Aberystwith, and Sarah Dames, of Dublin. The Oldham was again 

launched, and rescued both crews nine hands all told. The gale had increased to 

the strength of a " whole gale" and the sea  was very heavy and broken during 

this second service, but shortly afterwards the wind changed, and the vessels' 

anchors held. Next day when the storm abated the rescued ; men were able to 

return to their vessels.  

 

Ships Log Book 1/1/1906 to 30/6/1906  Seve n Brothers, Williams,  

Master also m anaging agent  

Lying up in Portmadoc until January 30  1906  

January 30 1906 Portmadoc sailed for Cardiff  

February 8 1906 Cardiff arrived from Portmadoc  

March 3 1906 Cardiff sailed for Carnarvon  

April 3 1906 Carnarvon arrive d from Cardiff  
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April 12 1906 Carnar von sailed for Port Dinorwic -  light  

April 12 1906 Port Dinorwic arrived from Carnarvon  

April 18 1906 Port Dinorwic sailed for Newport, Mon.  

May 11 1906 Newport, Mon. arrived from Port Dinorwic  

May 30 1906 Newport, Mon. sailed for Abersoch  

June 8 1906 Aber soch arrived from Newport, Mon  

June 15 1906 Abersoch sailed for Portmadoc ï light  

 

January 3 1909 Portmadoc  arrived Seven Brothers , Williams  from  Abera eron (G)  

February 18  1909  Portmadoc  sailed Seven Brothers , Williams  for  Cardiff (NWE)  

February 25 1909  Cardiff  sailed Seven Brothers , Williams  for  Aberayron  (LL)  

May 20 1909  Cardiff  arrived Seven Brothers , Williams  from  Portmadoc  (LL)  

June 1 1909  Cardiff  sailed Seven Brothers , Williams  for Portmadoc  (LL)  

July 3 1909 Cardiff  arrived Seven Brothers , Williams  from  Portmadoc  (LL)  

July 12  1909 Cardiff  sailed Seven Brothers , Williams  for Portmadoc  (LL)  

September 13 1909 Cardiff  arrived Seven Brothers , Williams  from  Portmadoc  (LL)  

September 21 1909 Cardiff  sailed Seven Brothers , Williams  for  Aberayron  (LL)  

October 19 1 909 Portmadoc  arrived Seven Brothers , Williams  from  Abera eron (HR)  

October 29 1 909  Portmadoc  sailed Seven Brothers , Williams  for  Cardiff (LL)  

November 4 1909 Briton Ferry sailed Seven Brothers , Williams  for Portmadoc  (LL)  

November 17  1909  Cardiff  sailed Seven Brothers , Williams  for  Aberayron  (LL)  

 

Lloyds List Monday 29 th  November 1909  

Seven Brothers  Newquay Cardigan, Nov 28 , 9 16 a.m. Seven Brothers ashore 

half a mile east of Aberayron; probably become a total wreck.  Crew saved.  

Aberayon Nov 29 ,9 40 a.m. Seven Brothers stranded Saturday night east of 

Aberayon Harbour; lying bad position; di scharge cargo.  
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Lloyds List Tuesday 30 th  November 1909  

The schooner Seven Brothers of Beaumaris from Cardiff, for Aberayron, with  

coal, took the ground when making Aberayron harbour yesterday, bumping 

several times. Vessel is badly strained. About 24 tons of coal have been 

discharged undamaged ï (see issue of  Nov 29)  

 

Cambrian News 3 rd  December 1909  

Saturday 27 th  November 1909 abou t dusk the schooner Seven Brothers of 

Beaumaris commanded and owned by Hugh Williams of Portmadoc laden with 

coal from Cardiff was making for Aberayron harbour. A heavy ground sea was 

running in the shallow offing. The vessel struck the bottom and conseque ntly 

would not steer. On a flowing tide she was bobbed ashore on the rough beach to 

the east of the harbour to high water mark. From the main road she looks as if 

she was in the accommodation fields opposite Queen Street  .She is seriousl y 

damaged and it do es not appear that she can ever float. There was considerable 

excitement during the time when the vessel was being jolted to her doom amid 

the heavy seas. The New Quay lifeboat was requisitioned. The men quickly 

obeyed the summons and it  was a pretty sight  to watch its brilliant flashlight as it 

neared Aberayron Harbour which it entered at 8.30 pm. In the mean - time the 

vessel had been carried up as far as the high bank formed by the shingle on the 

beach so that there was no great difficul ty for the crew to get safely ashore. The 

cargo of coal for Mr W J Phillips was saved.     

The Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners Royal Benevolent Society of which Mr 

Thomas Pugh, Paris House is the local agent ,tendered every assistance to the 

shipwrecked crew of the Seven B rothers which was driven ashore on Saturday in 

the way of providing board and lodging,  making good what they had actually lost 

and paying their railway fare to their several homes.  

 

Cambrian News 14 th  January 1910  

The schooner Seven Bro thers which was wre cked near Aberayron harbour about 

a month ago and sold by the insurance club to Mr W J Phillips has been brought 

into the harbour and is being broken up for sale in lots.   

Kellyôs Directory -  South Wales 1910  

Aberayron  

¶ Phillips, William, coal merchant; We st side  
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 The development of the harbour at Aberaeron dates back to the beginning of the 

19th century, when the owner of the Mynachty estate, Rev Alban Thomas -Jones 

Gwynne, obtained a private Act of Parliament to rebuild  the harbour. The building 

of the ne w piers and removal of the shingle banks began in 1808 supervised by 

William Green of Aberystwyth and Edward Ellis of Chancery at a cost of about 

£6000. The piers were completed by 1809 and the inner harbour excavated af ter 

1811. The harbour was fully comp leted in 1816 and subsequently the town was 

planned in the regency style around a large open square -  named Alban Square.  

Many of the houses surrounding the harbour were owned by the local sea -

captains. The town's tollho use was one of the leading marks for  the harbour 

entrance. The harbour went into decline after the introduction of the Railway in 

1911.  

 

Admiralty Sailing Directions dating to 1870 describe the ongoing problems of 

shingle at the harbour mouth -  'Vessels drawing 8 and 9 feet may be admitted o n 

springs, and those of 5 and 6 feet draft on neaps. Pilots are always in 

attendance... When the wind  blows hard from the northwest there is but little 

shelter at high water within the piers, the run being so great as nearly to present 

the possibility of s ecuring vessels. Limestone heaps are also scattered about the 

channel and along the inner face of the  south pier in such a way as to be 

dangerous to vessels entering. Two solid wood buoys mark either side of the 

fairway of the entrance, and, during the her ring season, two lanterns, to be kept 

in readiness to be shown at tide timeé 
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Aberaeron Harbour 1910 
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Abera eron Harbour 1910  
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Aberaeron inner harbour 1910  
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7.0  Analysis  

 

 

The Lloyds Register for 1867 -8 shows the Seven Brothers  based at Aberdo vy  but  

this is 20507,  and not  56213 that I am resea rching  but it took some time before 

I realised my mistake.  

The SNW records the Seven Brothers as sinking at Aberoch 16 th  January 1905 

listing Richard Thomas as the owner  and the date of build 1867 . The Se ven 

Brothers was one of three schooners at Abersoch where the crews left their 

vessels on 16 th  January 1905, and two reported to be leaky.  The crews all 

returned to their vessels at 6 p.m. on 17 th  January 1905 in their own boats and 

continued (LL).  The cre ws were rescued by the lifeboat after flying signs of 

distress when the vessels a nchors began to drag and were in great danger of 

foundering. The weather improved, and changed direction and the vessels 

survived.  

The Seve n Brothers 56213 built 1867, crew l ists  from Beaumaris show Richard 

Thomas as the owner from 1876 to 1883 but  there is a new owner from 

1/1/1884, Thomas Davies, the  crew lists continue until 1 908. The report of the 

Seven Brothers sinking in 1905 is in error, it is not clear if it was even l eaking , 

although the crew left the vessel at anchor and were rescued by the local lifeboat  

and brought ashore.  

The Cambrian news 3 rd  December 1909 reports the vessel  wrecked on the beach 

near Aberayron and the same paper reported the vessel sold by the In suranc e 

club and broken up a month later. It reports the master as Hugh Williams of 

Portmadoc who is shown in the Beaumaris logs as the owner & master in 1908.  

Reports in Lloyds List dated 29 th  & 30 th  November 1909 corroborate the date of 

loss.  

It is there fore c onfirmed it is two incidents involving  the same vessel  and correct 

date for its loss is 3 rd  December 1909 when it was wrecked on the shore near 

Aberayron and it did not s ink in the  Aberdovy  incident . The newspaper reports 

also record the Seven Brothers as sinking previously after a collision but being 

raised and towed into port and obviously repaired. It had also been stranded 

aground previously near Aberayron but this time the vessel was beyond 

econom ic repair and was broken up.  

The history of the Seven Brothers is recorded in the various newspa per reports  

found via britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk which is a paid for site but I purchased a 

one month subscription.  
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Lloyds List only records vessels over 10 0 tons where Seven Brothers is 53 tons 

but  there is a record of its Loss. 

An examination of the c rew lists and logs held in the National Archives  may  

provide  a more complete record  details of the crew for its sailings from 1867 to 

1908.  

The log books in Ap pendix H show the draught of the Seven Brothers when 

loaded at 8 feet 6 inches and the Admiralty sailing directions show there is 8 to 9 

feet on high water springs so there is little room for error in time or change from 

the predicted height of tide before the vessel would run aground. This is also 

without the action of the sea moving the shingle in t he approaches to the 

harbour reducing depth.  The newspaper report of the stranding describes the 

vessel as ñ been carried up as far as the high bank formed by the shingle on the 

beach so that there was no great difficulty for the crew to get safely ashoreò 

which suggest s high tide  at the time.  

In 1866, transport in Lampeter was greatly improved with the opening of the 

railway linking Carmarthen and Aberyst wyth. In 1911, a branch line, 

the  Lampeter, Aberayron and New Quay Light Railway , opened to Aberaeron. 

Followin g the nationalisation of the railways, the passenger service to and from 

Aberaeron ceased in 1951 and t o freight in 1965.  

 

The harbour operated as a port and supported a shipbuilding industry in the 19th 

century. Steam ships continued to visit the harbour  until the 1920s but, in later 

years, it evolved into a small half - tide harbour for recreational craft.  

There were two steam ships serving Aberaeron one from Bristol and another from 

Liverpool. This together with the light railway opened in 1911 would have  made 

the continued business of a small schooner delivering to the port difficult.  

The census records in Appendix J show Hugh Williams as a worker after the date 

of the loss of the Seven Brothers so it is unlikely he purchased another vessel 

either becaus e sail was no longer economic or a s team  vessel was beyond this 

means and  or  experience.  

Hugh Williams  born on 5 th  May 1870 in Llaneng an, Cardiganshire,  Wales  , 

baptised 9th August 1870 was the son of William   & Ann  Williams. The census 

records his father as a Engine  driver shortly after his birth but as a lead miner in 

later census records and his mother as unpaid domestic duties. He had two older 

brothers ,two younger brothers and a sister.  He was still shown as at  school in 

1871 when he was 10 years old.  In 1901 census he is shown as married to Mary 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lampeter,_Aberayron_and_New_Quay_Light_Railway
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with a son Robert and his profession as a sailor. In 1 911 census they are shown 

as having been married 15 years  with one son and all of them speak Welsh and 

English.  

He is recorded as 5 feet 9 ½ inches tall, chest 37 inches, dark complexion, light 

brown eyes, Crucifixion of H.W. on right arm , in his Royal Nav al reserve record.  

The last voyage re corded was to Yokohama on the Idomeneus a steam ship 

number 110555  registere d in Liverpool  of 4299 tons due to return in January 

1900.  The records to show the capacity he served on this vessel are not available 

on line.  

 He had been a Naval Reservist Appendix K and received a Mercantile marine 

medal & British medal from the First world war Appendix L and the 1939 census 

Appendix J shows him as retired. He died on 18 th  May 1954 aged 84 years, see 

Appendix G a summary of h is will.  
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8.0  Conclusions & Recommendations    

I have spent over 5 0 hrs on this project partly because this is the first time I 

have undertaken this type of research  and most of this was spent on line.  I have 

learnt about many useful sites incl uding Lloyds Register , its abbreviations  the 

type of vessels it records  . The British newspaper a rch ive which produced so 

much detail about the incidents affecting the Seven Brothers on the  its period of 

use. Crew lists which enabled me find the official number which led to the details 

of the owners, masters and crew on its on line site.  

I have used the spellings of place names as used in the records and newspaper 

reports I have found.  

I was for a time unable to fix the date of building of the ship until I  established I 

was combining two vessels with the name Seven Brothers oper ating in the same 

area , using the Mer cantile list I found via crewlist site. I knew there was a 

problem when the Seven Brothers was reported in the same newspaper as sailing 

from two  different ports on the same day.  

I have answered the original questions c oncerning the date of its loss and along 

the way reduced two entries in the database to one. I was surprised how much 

information I found about the vessels use and incidents from the  newspaper 

archives. I updated the report in January 2021 after I had lear nt to understand 

the Victorian use of language and the existence of the RNLI archive which 

provided the details of the rescue of the crew of the Seven Brothers in 1905 and 

the reason  it did not founder on that occasion.  

The story of the loss of the Seven Brothers is fairly simple and not unusual . It 

was caught on a lee shore  (wind blowing onshore)  and unable to sail off. Sailing 

ships cannot sail into the wind and any ship can only st eer if it has sufficient 

water passing over its rudder, so once it stopped moving on touching the bottom 

it was at the mercy of the sea. The only difference this time from when it  was 

stranded previously , is that the action of the sea damaged so much that it was 

not repairable. I found its history interesting because so m uch happened to it 

between 1876 and 190 9 but I have no idea if this is unusual. There is no wreck 

site to dive on or visit on shore its wooden structure was salvaged and sold by a 

coal merc hant for either reuse or firewood.  

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project            Nautical Archaeology Society  

29 
 

Location Aber aer on Harbour  

Lat: 52Ü 15ô N; Long: 004Ü 16ô W Irish Sea ï Cardigan Bay South. Half - tide 

harbour . Which means it does not dry out completely at low tide , but most 

vessels require at least three hours of a r ising tide or more to enter.  
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Appendix  A    Mercantile Navy List  
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Appendix  B 

 

 

Masters of the ship with official number 56213 ,Seven Brothers  

    

 

 

Surname  Forename  Address  Ship's name  Port  From  To Arch ive  Reference  Links  

 

HUGHES   JOHN LLANSANFFRAID, NR CONWAY  SEVEN BROTHERS B'MARIS, 1/1867  1/1/1867
 30/6/1867  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357  

          LLANSANFFRAID, NEAR CONWAY            SEVEN BROTHERS  B'MARIS    1/1867           1/7/1867     

31/12/1867  Anglesey RO  W/ DB/357  

      LLANSANTFFRAID, CO OF  DENBIGHSHIRE      SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867  1/1/1868
 30/6/1868  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

             CONWAY                                         SEVEN BROTHERS   CONWAY, 1/18 67    1/7/1868                  
31/12/1868           Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

      LLANSANFFRAID, NEAR CONWAY  SEVEN BROTHERS B'MARIS, 1/1867  1/1/1869

 30/6/1869  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

      LLANSANFFRAID, NEAR CONWAY  SEVEN BROTHERS B'MARIS, 1/1867  1/7/1869
 31/12/1869  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

 

HUGHES  B CONWAY SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/18 67  1/1/1873
 30/6/1873  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

HUGHES BENJAMIN  CROSS KEYS, LLANSANFFRAID, GLAN CONWAY  SEVEN BROTHERS

 BEAUMARIS, 1/1867  1/7/1873  31/12/1873  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

 

DAVIES  JOHN MARKET ST, CARNARVON  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867
 1/1/1876  30/6/1 876  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

 

 

 

GRIFFITHS  GRIFFITH  CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BELFAST, 1/1867  1/7/1876
 31/12/1876  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

 

JONES  THEOPHILUS  CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867  1/1/1878
 30/6/1878  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   
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JONES T CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867  1/7/1878  31/12/1878
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

JONES THEOPHOLUS 3 CHURCH STREET, CARNARVON  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867
 1/1/1880  30/6/1880  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

JONES T CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867  1/ 7/1880  31/12/1880
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

3 CHURCH STREET, CARNARVON  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867  1/1/1881
 30/6/1881  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

JONES THEOPHILUS  CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/7/1881  31/12/1881
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

JONES OWEN  THOS CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/1/1883  30/6/1883
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/7/1883  31/12/1883  Anglesey RO
 W/DB/357   

 

DAVIES  THOS TREGUNTER, PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/1/1884
 30/6/1884  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

 

GRIFFITHS  EDWARD TREGUNTER ARMS, PORTMADOC, WALES  SEVEN BROTHERS
 BEAUMARIS  1/7/1884  31/12/1884  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

TREGUNTER ARMS, PORTMADOC  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/1/1886  30/6/1886
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

GRIFFITH  EDWARD GLANWERYDD, BARMOUT H SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS
 1/7/1886  31/12/1886  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

GRIFFITHS  ED PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/1/1888  30/6/1888
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

GRIFFITHS  EDWARD TREGUNTHER, PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS B'MARIS
 1/7/1888  31/12/1888  Anglesey RO  W/DB /357   

 

HANSE N  WM BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867  1/1/1890

 30/6/1890  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

GLANYWERDD TERRACE, BARMOUTH  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/7/1890  31/12/1890
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/7/1891  31/12/1891  Angles ey RO
 W/DB/3 57   

BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/1/1893  30/6/1893  Anglesey RO
 W/DB/357   

 

OWEN  RICHARD  BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS CARNARVON 1/7/1893  31/12/1893
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

 

PRICE  GTH 1 GLANYWERDD TERRACE, BARMOUTH  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/1/1896
 30/6/1896  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   
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ROBERTS  WILLIAM  BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/7/1896

 31/12/1896  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

ROBERTS W BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/1/1898  30/6/1898
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

ROBERTS WM BARMOUTH, N WALES  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/7/1898
 31/12/1898  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

 

WILLIAMS  HUGH 4 CORNHILL, PORTMADOC  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/1/1903
 30/6/1903  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

19 CORNHILL, PORTMADOC  SEVEN BROTHERS CARNARVON 1/7/1903  31/12/1903

 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

RALPH ST, B ORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC  SEVEN BROTHERS CARNARVON 1/1/1906
 30/6/1906  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

14 RALPH STREET, BORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/7/1906
 31/12/1906  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

BRYNMOR, BORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/ 1/1908

 30/6/1908  Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   

BRYNMOR, BORTH Y GEST  SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS  1/7/1908  31/12/1908
 Anglesey RO  W/DB/357   
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Appendix C                     Crew List 1867  

 

Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1867  to 30/6/1867 

Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  JOHN HUGHES Registered  B'MARIS, 1/1867 

  

  

  LLANSANFFRAID, NR CONWAY Tonnage  53 net 

Master  JOHN HUGHES Archives Anglesey Archives 

  LLANSANFFRAID, NR CONWAY Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

JOHN HUGHES 52 LLANSTFFRAID, NR 

CONWAY 

MASTER JANE & MARGARET, 

BEAUMARIS, 1867 

JOHN HUGHES 24 LLANSTFFRAID, NR 

CONWAY 

MATE MARY, LIVERPOOL, 1867 

JOHN WILLIAMS 19 LLANSTFFRAID, NR 

CONWAY 

A 

SEAMAN 

GWYDIR CASTLE, 

BEAUMARIS, 1867 
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Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1869  to 30/6/1869 

Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  JANE HUGHES Registered  B'MARIS, 1/1867 

  
  

  LLANSANFFRAID, NEAR CONWAY Tonnage  53 net 

Master  JOHN HUGHES Archives Anglesey Archives 

  LLANSANFFRAID, NEAR CONWAY Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

JOHN HUGHES 24 LLANSANFFRAID, NR CONWAY MASTER SAME SHIP 

WILLIAM HUGHES 17 LLANSANFFRAID, NR CONWAY MATE SAME SHIP 

DAVID HUGHES 19 LLANSANFFRAID, NR CONWAY BOY SAME SHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project            Nautical Archaeology Society  

38 
 

Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1873  to 30/6/1873 

Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  JNO HUGHES Registered  BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 

  
  

  CONWAY Tonnage  53 net 

Master  B HUGHES Archives Anglesey Archives 

  CONWAY Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

BENJAMIN HUGHES 28 CONWAY MASTER SEVEN BROTHERS, BMARIS, 1872 

JOHN WILLIAMS 26 RHYL MATE SEVEN BROTHERS, BMARIS, 1872 

ROBERT WILLIAMS 20 CONWAY OS SEVEN BROTHERS, BMARIS, 1872 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1876  to 30/6/1876 
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Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  RD THOMAS Registered  BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 

  MARKET ST 
 

  CARNARVON Tonnage  53 net 

Master  JOHN DAVIES Archives Anglesey Archives 

  CARNARVON Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

PETER WILLIAMS 30 BANGOR MASTER SAME 

HUGH THOMAS 33 AMLWCH MATE SAME 

JOHN DAVIES 27 CARNARVON MASTER WM & MARGARET, CVON 

HUGH JONES 28 MENAI BRIDGE MATE JANE HUGHES, CVON 

WILLIAM FEARN 21 CARNARVON AB JANE HUGHES, CVON 

WILLIAM GREEN 48 BRIGHTON MATE WINEFRED 

HENRY WILLIAMS 22 ABERYSTWITH AB WM & MARGARET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1878  to 30/6/1878 
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Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  RICHD THOMAS Registered  BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 

  
  

  CARNARVON Tonnage  53 net 

Master  THEOPHILUS JONES Archives Anglesey Archives 

  PORT DINORWIC Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

THEOPHILUS JONES 45 CONWAY MASTER THIS SHIP 

HUMPHREY PRITCHARD 44 NEVIN MATE THIS SHIP 

MORRIS ROBERTS 21 LLANBERIS OS COMET, C'VON 

RICHD THOMAS 31 AMLWCH MATE MAGGIE BARRETT, BARROW, 1877 

JOHN ROLF 40 FOLKESTONE MATE PRINCE LLEWELYN, C'VON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1880  to 30/6/1880 
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Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  RICHARD THOMAS Registered  BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 

  3 CHURCH STREET 
 

  CARNARVON Tonnage  53 net 

Master  THEOPHOLUS JONES Archives Anglesey Archives 

  PORT DINORWIC Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

THEOPHILUS JONES 46 GLAN 

CONWAY 

MASTER THIS SHIP 

JOHN WILLIAMS 34 PWLLHELI MATE WANDERER, MARYPORT 

WILLIAM ROBERTS 44 CONWAY MATE WILLIAM, CARNARVON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 
SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1881  to 30/6/1881 
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Official 

number  

56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  RICHARD THOMAS Registered  BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 

  3 CHURCH STREET 
 

  CARNARVON Tonnage  53 net 

Master  T JONES Archives Anglesey Archives 

  PORT DINORWIC, 

CARNARVONSHIRE 

Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

THEOPHILUS JONES 49 DENBIGH MASTER SAME SHIP 

THOMAS OWEN 34 MENAI BRIDGE, 

ANGLESEA 

MATE SAME SHIP 

JOHN JONES 52 LLANDEGFAN, 

ANGLESEA 

MATE LOUIS NAPOLEON, 

CARNARVON, 1881 

JOHN EVANS 49 NEWBOROUGH, 

ANGLESEA 

MATE ELIZABETH, LIVERPOOL 

JOHN EVANS 14 NEWBOROUGH, 

ANGLESEA 

BOY FIRST SHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1883  to 30/6/1883 
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Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  RICHARD THOMAS Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  
  

  CARNARVON Tonnage  53 net 

Master  THOS JONES OWEN Archives Anglesey Archives 

  CARNARVON Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

THOMAS JONES OWEN 1851 CARNARVON MASTER THIS SHIP 

EVAN ROBERTS 1855 CARNARVON MATE THIS SHIP 

WILLIAM R MATTHEW 1862 CARNARVON OS THIS SHIP 

ROBERT OWEN 1862 CARNARVON MATE REVIVAL, CARNARVON, 1883 

SAMUEL JONES 1866 CARNARVON BOY FIRST VOYAGE, 1883 

WILLIAM PRITCHARD 1850 CARNARVON MATE FRANCES, C'VON, 1883 

JOHN EDWARDS 1867 TREMADOC BOY CATHERINE, C'VON, 1883 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1884  to 30/6/1884 
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Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  THOMAS DAVIES Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  
  

  TREGUNTER, PORTMADOC Tonnage  53 net 

Master  THOS DAVIES Archives Anglesey Archives 

  TREGUNTER, PORTMADOC Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

THOMAS DAVIES 1842 PORTMADOC MASTER MARY CASSON, CARN, 1884 

WILLIAM WILLIAMS 1839 CARNARVON MATE MARGARET & ELIZTH, CARN, 1884 

WILLIAM JONES 1868 CARNARVON OS MARGARET & ELIZTH, CARN, 1884 

JABEZ EVANS 1855 CO CARNARVON MATE LAURA GRIFFITHS, CARN, 1884 

RUS LEWIS 1869 CO CARNARVON OS ELIZA MAY, ABERYSTWITH, 1884 

OWEN JONES 1860 BEAUMARIS OS BLUE JACKET, BEAUMARIS, 1884 
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Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1886  to 30/6/1886 

Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  MARGARET LLOYD Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  TREGUNTER ARMS 
 

  PORTMADOC Tonnage  53 net 

Master  EDWARD GRIFFITHS Archives Anglesey Archives 

  BORTH, PORTMADOC Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

EDWARD GRIFFITHS 1852 CO 

MERIONETH 

MASTER SEVEN BROTHERS, BEAUMARIS, 

1885 

RICHARD MORRIS 1846 CO 

MERIONETH 

MATE SEVEN BROTHERS, BEAUMARIS, 

1885 

WILLIAM 

DAVID 

LEWIS 1870 PORTMADOC BOY & 

OS 

SEVEN BROTHERS, BEAUMARIS, 

1885 

RICHARD ROBERTS 1871 PORTMADOC OS LARK, CARNARVON, 1886 
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Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1888  to 30/6/1888 

Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  MARGARET LLOYD Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  
  

  PORTMADOC Tonnage  53 net 

Master  ED GRIFFITHS Archives Anglesey Archives 

  PORTMADOC Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

EDWARD GRIFFITHS 1852 BARMOUTH MASTER SEVEN BROS, BEAUMARIS, 1888 

DAVID LEWIS 1843 AMLWCH BSWAIN SEVEN BROS, BEAUMARIS, 1888 

WILLIAM GRIFFITHS 1872 BARMOUTH OS SEVEN BROS, BEAUMARIS, 1888 

EDWARD GRIFFITHS 1875 BARMOUTH OS FIRST VOYAGE, 1888 
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Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1890  to 30/6/1890 

Official number  56213 List type  Eng 6 

Ownership  JOHN LLOYD Registered  BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 

  
  

  BARMOUTH Tonnage  53 net 

Master  WM HANSEN Archives Anglesey Archives 

  PORTMADOC Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

WILLIAM HANSEN 1854 LANGOED MASTER DOVEY BELL, 1889 

JOHN NILSON 1861 BRAHESTAD MATE ALBERT BALTZER, 1889 

MORRIS WILLIAMS 1875 CRICCIETH BOY ALBERT BALTZER, 1889 

GRIFFITH DAVIES 1872 PWLLHELI BOY ALBERT BALTZER, 1890 

MORRIS P WILLIAMS 1875 CRICCIETH BOY ALBERT BALTZER, 1890 

WILLIAM JONES 1860 CRICCIETH MATE JOSEPH NICHOLSEN, 1890 

JOHN DAVIES 1871 LLANAELHAEARN BOY JOSEPH NICHOLSEN, 1890 
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Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/7/1891  to 31/12/1891 

Official number  56213 List type  List D 

Ownership  MARGARET LLOYD Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  
  

  BARMOUTH Tonnage  47 net 

Master  WM HANSEN Archives Anglesey Archives 

  CRICCIETH Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

WILLIAM HANSEN 1853 NORWAY MASTER SEVEN BROS, BEAUMARIS, 1891 

WILLIAM JONES 1862 CRICCIETH MATE VOLUNTEER, CARN, 1891 

EVAN WILLIAMS 1876 CRICCIETH BOY FIRST VOYAGE, 1891 
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Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1893  to 30/6/1893 

Official number  56213 List type  D & 07 

Ownership  JOHN LLOYD Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  
  

  BARMOUTH Tonnage  47 net 

Master  WM HANSEN Archives Anglesey Archives 

  CRICCIETH Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

WILLIAM HANSEN 1853 NORWAY MASTER 7 BROS, BEAUMARIS, 1893 

WILLIAM JONES 1863 CRICCIETH MATE 7 BROS, BEAUMARIS, 1893 

RICHARD EVANS 1876 CRICCIETH OS LORNE, ABERYSTWITH, 1893 

 

Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1896  to 30/6/1896 

Official number  56213 List type  D & 07 

Ownership  JOHN LLOYD Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  1 GLANYWERDD TERRACE 
 

  BARMOUTH Tonnage  54 gross, 47 net 

Master  GTH PRICE Archives Anglesey Archives 

  BRYNGOLEN Archives reference W/DB/357 

  BARMOUTH     
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Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

GRIFFITH PRICE 1844 BARMOUTH MASTER SAME, PORT BEAUMARIS, 1895 

JOHN DAVIES 1859 BARMOUTH MATE SAME, PORT BEAUMARIS, 1895 

WILLIAM J PRICE 1880 BARMOUTH AB SAME, PORT BEAUMARIS, 1895 

WILLIAM ROBERTS 1843 PORTMADOC MASTER NANHORON, CVON, 1896 

JAMES SMITH 1875 LONDON MATE HERBERT, CVON, 1896 

WILLIAM JONES 1880 ABERSOCH COOK FIRST VOYAGE, 1896 

 

Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1898  to 30/6/1898 

Official number  56213 List type  D & 07 

Ownership  JOHN LLOYD Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  
  

  BARMOUTH Tonnage  47 net 

Master  W ROBERTS Archives Anglesey Archives 

  CRICCIETH, CARNARVON Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

WILLIAM ROBERTS 1843 PORTMADOC MASTER SAME SHIP, 1897 

WILLIAM JONES 1860 CRICCIETH MATE SAME SHIP, 1897 

EVAN JONES 1868 CRICCIETH AB SAME SHIP, 1897 
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Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1903  to 30/6/1903 

Official number  56213 List type  D & 07 

Ownership  W D OWEN Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  4 CORNHILL 
 

  PORTMADOC Tonnage  54 gross, 51 net 

Master  HUGH WILLIAMS Archives Anglesey Archives 

  RALPH STREET Archives reference W/DB/357 

  BORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC     

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

HUGH WILLIAMS 32 LLANENGAN MASTER SAME SHIP, 1903 

HENRY WILLIAMS 27 LLANENGAN MATE SAME SHIP, 1903 

WILLIAM OWEN JONES 20 PORTMADOC COOK & OS FIRST VOYAGE, 1903 

OWEN JONES 16 AMLWCH COOK & OS FIRST VOYAGE, 1903 
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Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1906  to 30/6/1906 

Official number  56213 List type  D & 07 

Ownership  HUGH WILLIAMS Registered  CARNARVON 

  RALPH ST 
 

  BORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC Tonnage  54 gross, 51 net 

Master  HUGH WILLIAMS Archives Anglesey Archives 

  BORTH, PORTMADOC Archives reference W/DB/357 

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

HUGH WILLIAMS 1871 LLANENGAN MASTER SAME SHIP, 1906 

HENRY WILLIAMS 1877 LLANENGAN BTSWAIN SAME SHIP, 1906 
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Vessel  SEVEN BROTHERS Dates  1/1/1908  to 30/6/1908 

Official number  56213 List type  D & 07 

Ownership  HUGH WILLIAMS Registered  BEAUMARIS 

  BRYNMOR 
 

  BORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC Tonnage  54 gross, 32 net 

Master  HUGH WILLIAMS Archives Anglesey Archives 

  BRYNMOR Archives reference W/DB/357 

  BORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC     

Crew names 

Forename Surname Age/DOB Birthplace Capacity Previous vessel 

HUGH WILLIAMS 1870 LLANENGAN MASTER SAME, 1907 

JOHN DAVIES 1850 DYFFRYN MATE EDWIN, PORTMADOC, 1907 

JOHN JONES 1893 CRICCIETH OS FIRST SHIP, 1907 

WILLIAM WILLIAMS 1878 LLANENGAN MATE MANXMAN, 1908 
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Appendix D 

 

Owners of ship number 56213, Seven Brothers 

 

 

Surname Forename Address Ship's name Port From To Archive Reference Links 

HUGHES JOHN LLANSANFFRAID, NR CONWAY SEVEN BROTHERS B'MARIS, 1/1867

 1/1/1867 30/6/1867 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

       LLANSANFFRAID, NEAR CONWAY SEVEN BROTHERS B'MARIS, 1/1867 1/7/1867

 31/12/1867 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

       LLANSANTFFRAID, CO OF DENBIGHSHIRE SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 1/1/1868

 30/6/1868 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

 

CONWAY SEVEN BROTHERS CONWAY, 1/1867 1/7/1868 31/12/1868 Anglesey RO

 W/DB/357  

 

HUGHES JANE LLANSANFFRAID, NEAR CONWAY SEVEN BROTHERS B'MARIS, 1/1867

 1/1/1869 30/6/1869 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

        LLANSANFFRAID, NEAR CONWAY SEVEN BROTHERS B'MARIS, 1/1867 1/7/1869

 31/12/1869 Anglesey RO W/DB/357 

  

HUGHES JNO CONWAY SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 1/1/1873

 30/6/1873 Anglesey RO W/DB/357 

  

HUGHES JANE CROSS KEYS, LLANSANFFRAID, GLAN CONWAY SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 

1/1867 1/7/1873 31/12/1873 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

 

THOMAS RD MARKET ST, CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867

 1/1/1876 30/6/1876 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

THOMAS RICHARD CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BELFAST, 1/1867 1/7/1876

 31/12/1876 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project            Nautical Archaeology Society  

55 
 

THOMAS RICHD CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 1/1/1878

 30/6/1878 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

 

THOMAS R CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 1/7/1878

 31/12/1878 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

THOMAS RICHARD 3 CHURCH STREET, CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 

1/1867 1/1/1880 30/6/1880 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

THOMAS R CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 1/7/1880

 31/12/1880 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

THOMAS RICHARD 3 CHURCH STREET, CARNARVON SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 

1/1867 1/1/1881 30/6/1881 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

        CARNARVON     SEVEN BROTHER       BEAUMARIS       1/7/1881 31/12/1881 Anglesey RO

 W/DB/357  

       CARNARVON        SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/1/1883 30/6/1883 Anglesey RO

 W/DB/357  

       CARNARVON   SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/7/1883 31/12/1883 Anglesey RO

 W/DB/357 

  

DAVIES THOMAS TREGUNTER, PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/1/1884

 30/6/1884 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

        TREGUNTER ARMS, PORTMADOC, WALES SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/7/1884

 31/12/1884 Anglesey RO W/DB/357 

  

LLOYD MARGARET TREGUNTER ARMS, PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS

 1/1/1886 30/6/1886 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

LLOYD MRS J N GLANWERYDD, BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/7/1886

 31/12/1886 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

LLOYD MARGARET PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/1/1888 30/6/1888

 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

              TREGUNTHER, PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS B'MARIS 1/7/1888 31/12/1888

 Anglesey RO W/DB/357 

  

LLOYD JOHN BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS, 1/1867 1/1/1890 30/6/1890

 Anglesey RO W/DB/357 
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LLOYD MARGARET GLANYWERDD TERRACE, BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS

 1/7/1890 31/12/1890 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

             BARMOUTH      SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/7/1891 31/12/1891 Anglesey RO

 W/DB/357  

 

LLOYD JOHN BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/1/1893 30/6/1893

 Anglesey RO W/DB/357 

  

LLOYD MRS MARGARET BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS CARNARVON 1/7/1893

 31/12/1893 Anglesey RO W/DB/357 

  

LLOYD JOHN 1 GLANYWERDD TERRACE, BARMOUTH SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/1/1896

 30/6/1896 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

         BARMOUTH     SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/7/1896  31/12/1896 Anglesey RO W/DB/357

  

         BARMOUTH     SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/1/1898 30/6/1898 Anglesey RO

 W/DB/357  

         BARMOUTH     SEVEN BROTHERS   BEAUMARIS 1/7/1898 31/12/1898 Anglesey RO

 W/DB/357  

 

OWEN W D 4 CORNHILL, PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/1/1903

 30/6/1903 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

               19 CORNHILL, PORTMADOC      SEVEN BROTHERS CARNARVON 1/7/1903 31/12/1903

 Anglesey RO W/DB/35 

WILLIAMS HUGH RALPH ST, BORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS CARNARVON

 1/1/1906 30/6/1906 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

           14 RALPH STREET, BORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/7/1906

 31/12/1906 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

           BRYNMOR, BORTH Y GEST, PORTMADOC SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/1/1908

 30/6/1908 Anglesey RO W/DB/357  

           BRYNMOR, BORTH Y GEST SEVEN BROTHERS BEAUMARIS 1/7/1908 31/12/1908

 Anglesey RO W/DB/35 
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Appendix E 

Masters name Hugh Williams  

      Address                    Ship & ON              Port            from             to            archive          Ref  

Llanfairfechan               Barmouth 1019 6    Beaumaris     1/1/1868  31/12/1868   Anglesey Ro  W/DB/54   

Wexham St,Beaus         Penmon 1880        Beaumaris     1/7/1868  31/12/1868      ñ      ñ   ñ    W/DB/310 

13 Minffordd, Bangor     Robert 1241          Beaumaris     1/1/ 1876  30/6/1879        ñ      ñ   ñ    W/DB/336 

ñ      ñ      ñ    ñ    ñ         Burncoose 25418   Aberystwyth  1/7/1881  22/11/1881     NLW             84/14/2 

ñ      ñ      ñ    ñ    ñ         Curlew 20562       Beaumaris      1/1/1882  30/6/1882    Anglesey Ro   W/DB/102  

Portmadoc                    Morning Star 67638  Aberystwyth    10/7/1899 3/10/1899      NLW            399/20/2  

Breeze Hill, Criccieth     Desdemona 67629     ñ      ñ      ñ    1/1/1901   5/9/1901        NLW            140/24/1 

ñ     ñ     ñ     ñ      ñ       Morning Star 67638   ñ       ñ     ñ     1/1/1901  30/6/1901       NLW            399/22/1 

ñ     ñ     ñ     ñ      ñ      Desdemona 67629     ñ      ñ      ñ     3/6/1901  5/9/1901         NWL            140/24/2 

ñ     ñ     ñ     ñ      ñ      Desdemona 67629     ñ      ñ      ñ     26/9/1901 14/3/1902      NWL            140/25/1 

Ralph St, Portmadoc  Seven Brothers 56213 Beaumaris       1/1/1903   30/6/1903 Anglesey Ro   W/DB/357  

ñ     ñ  ñ    ñ         ñ      ñ    ñ    ñ      ñ    ñ   ñ   Carnarvon       1/7/1903   30/6/1903  ñ       ñ     ñ     W/DB/357 

ñ     ñ  ñ    ñ         ñ      Desdemona 67629   Aberystwyth      1/1/1906    30/6/1906      NWL          140/27/1 

Marine Terrace            ñ    ñ      ñ    ñ   ñ       ñ     ñ     ñ        1/7/1906     31/12/1906   NWL           140/27/2  

14 Ralph St, Portmadoc Seven Brothers 56213 Beaumaris   1/7/1906    31/12/1906 Anglesey Ro  W/DB/357  

Brynmor, Portmadoc      ñ    ñ    ñ     ñ     ñ    ñ    ñ         ñ     1/1/1908     31/12/1908  ñ      ñ    ñ    W/DB/357  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix F 

 Appropriation Books, Official Numbers 56201 - 56250 (56213) 
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Appendix H 

 

Official Log Books 
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Appendix I 

Location of Home Hugh Williams 
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Appendix J 

1871 Census  
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1881 Census  
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1901 Census 
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1939 Census 


