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1. 0  Abstract  
 

 

The ñwww Research Projectò is about, discovering by on line research details of 

ships, on the MADU data base of wrecks of North Wales, the circumstances of 

their loss, details of the owners and crew, the cargo carried and their history.  

The Graceful , 1194 tons,  a screw stea mer was built in 1911 by Sir Raylton Dixon 

& Co in Middlesborough . The Graceful was equipped with a triple expansion 
engine  and refrigeration in the hold . The Graceful was operated by F H Powell & 

Co from Liverpool to Bristol on a regular schedule. The Gra ceful had its named 
changed to Somerset Coast after the formation of Coast Lines shipping, when F H 

Powell acquired other Liverpool shipping companies.  

Somerset Coast continued the same schedule . In April 1917 the Somerset Coast 
was in collision with anot her steamer and founder ed about 2 miles WSW of 

Bardsey Island. The crew of the Somerset Coast survived.  
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3.0  Introduction  

 

1.  I selected Somerset Coast  to research because she was involved in a 
collision  and wished to identify her and see how much information I could 

find about her . I also wanted to find out what happened and to discover:  
 

2.  The dimensions of the vessel, who the builder was and when she was  built 
and any other information available about her.  

 
3.  Information concerning the voyages, cargoôs, any events affecting the 

vessel, details of its masters, crew and owners.  
 

4.  To find out the sequency of events leading up to the loss of the vessel, 

wheneve r that was and the event in 1917 . 
 

5.  To discover the cause of the event in 1917  and if the vessel survived, the 
cause of its eventual loss.  

 
6.  The events that happened after the incident in 1917  and up to and after its 

loss if it survived.  
 

7.  If there were any p revious research of the vessel for the 1 917  incident and 
its story.  

 
8.  If there was a wreck site for Somerset Coast  and if it had been identified, 

dived and recorded.  
 

9.  If any salvage of the vessel and its cargo had been carried out  

 
   10. If any previous reports had been produced for the Somerset Coast . 
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4.0  Background  

When I started  this project I knew Somerset Coast was a steel screw steamer of 

1149 tons built in 1911, involved in an incident on 21 st  April 1917,  Bardsey 

Island, 2M WSW, offshore . 

 

 

 

Bardsey Island  
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5.0  Research Methodology   

I used a Microsoft Pixel laptop with access to my home internet running windows 
10 operating system. I also used my Apple I pad for research when I was away 

from the laptop . The new internet provider has now connected my home by a 
fibre connection so it is very much faster. The Lap top uses bling search engine 

but I also use Goggle which produces less advertisements and less Americanised 
content.  

 
I searched Lloyds Register o f Shipping ( LR ) for ñSomerset Coast  ò and 

ñGracefulò looking for details of her dimensions, master, builders and owners 
from 1 911 with a match  in 1913 . I then searched yearly until 1 917 . 

 
I searched LR ships, plans and survey reports for ñSomerset Coast ò and 

ñGracefulò with no match.  

 
I searched the Crewlist Project for ò Somerset Coast ò looking for her official 

number and links to MNL, appropriation book, crew lists, owner and master with 
a match  which showed her original name was ñGracefulò. I followed the links for 

crew lists and found matches.  
 

I searched The British Newspaper Archives (BNA) for ñGracefulò ,  ñGraceful 
Liverpool ò ,  ñGraceful Bristol ò ,  ñsteamer Gracefulò ñ steamer Somerset Coast ò, 

ñSomerset Coast Liverpool ò ñSomerset Coast Bristol ò and ñSomerset Coast ò 
looking for sailings, arrivals, a launch, owners, builders, mishaps and any details 

of her loss and found a number of matches. The usual method I used of the 
name o f the vessel and the master did not work as the master was not always 

listed.  
 

I searched Welsh newspapers on line for ñGraceful ò , ñsteamer Gracefulò ñGraceful 

Liverpool ò , ñGraceful Bristolò ,ñ steamer Somerset Coastò, ñSomerset Coast 
Liverpool ò ñSomerset Coast Bristol ò  and ñSomerset Coast  ñlooking for sailings, 

arrivals, a launch, owners, builders and any details of her loss and found no  
matches.  

 
I searched Coflein site for ñSomerset Coast ò looking for any details of the wreck 

and a chart with a match.  
 

I searched Wreck  Site  EU for ñSomerset Coastò looking for any details of the 
wreck with a match .  

 

The link from Crewlist  Project  to the National Maritime Museum 1915 crew list s 

failed to work so I searched via Goggle to find them.  
 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

9 
 

6.0  Results    

 

Vessel  Name/s  Graceful/ Somerset Coast  

 Type  Steel screw steamer  

  Cargo  with refrigeration  

Built  Date  1911  

 Launched  21/9/1911  

  Commissioned  November 1911  

 Builder  Sir Raylton Dixon & Co.,  

  Middlesbrough  

Construction  Materials  Steel  

 Decks  One  

 Bulkheads  Four  

Propulsion  Type  Steamer  

 Details  178 hp  

Engine  Details  Trip le expa nsion  steam engine  18,29 & 48 ï 36  180lb  

  Richardsons, Westgarth & Co Ltd.  

  Middlesbrough  

   

 Boilers  Twin  

Drive  Type  Screw  

 Number  One  

Dimensions  Length  250 ft         6  ins       

 Beam  36  ft         0  ins   

 Draught  14  ft         5  ins   

Tonnage  Gross  1194  tons  

 Net   468 tons  

Owner  First  F. H. Powell & Co.,  

  Liverpool  

 Last  Powell, Bacon & Hough Lines Ltd.  

  Liverpool  

 Others   

Registry  Port  Liverpool  

 Flag  British  

 Number  131401  

History  Routes  From  Liverpool to Bristol  & return  

   

 Cargo  General  

Final Voyage  From  Bristol  

 To Liverpool  

 Captain  D. Davies  

 Crew  Unknown  

 Passengers  Unknown  

 Cargo  General  

Wrecking  Date  22nd   April 1917  

 Location  About 1½ miles SW by W of Bardsey Light, St Georges 

Channel  

 Cause  Collision with ss Fisher Sound  

 Loss of life  none  

 Outcome  Foundered  
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Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Thursday 30 March 1911  

                                  SHIPBUILDIN G.  

                             New Liverpool Steamers.  

F. H. Powell and C o., of Liv erpool, ar e stated to have or dered a hand y si zed 

coasting steams hip from Sir Raylton  Dixon and Co., Middlesbrough . 

 

Western Daily Press -  Friday 30 August 1912  

                                    POWELL LINE.s  

                          LIVERPOOL AND MANCHESTER   

                         THE FINE MODERN STEAMERS   

                    ñ FAITHFULò, ñGRACEFULò, ñTRUTHFULò                                                                                      

or ot her V essels  of this line                                                                                                     

Sail as follow s: -                                                                                                       

BRISTOL to LIVERPOOL (Direct)  Every Saturday .                                                    

BRISTOL to MANCHESTER Every Monday.                                                          

LIVERPOOL to BRISTOL (Direct) Every  Tues day.                                         

MANCHESTER to BRISTOL  Every Sat urday                                                                      

A Limited number of Saloon  Passengers  Carried.                                                        

For rat es and all par ti cular s apply to                                                                  

.                                  F. H. POWELL & Co,. LTD                                                      

.                                                          The Grove , Bristol  

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Monday 21 October 1912  

                            TRADE DEVELOPMENTS.  

                POWELL LINE TO PURCHASE BACON LINE.  

                   Present Services to be Maintained.  

One the of the most  important de als of recent years in connection with the 

Liverpool coast ing trade was concluded at the end of last week, when the 

directors of Me ssrs . F. H. Powell and Co., Tower  building, Water  street, Liverpool, 
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who ar e one of the leading coasting steams hip firms of Liverpool, signed 

agreem ent with the directors of the old established steamsh ip line of Me ssrs. 

John Bacon, Ltd ., 3 Rumford s treet, Liverpool, for the purchase  of  the  latter 

company as a going concern. The sharehold ers of Messrs. John Bacon, Ltd., have 

been advised by circular of the contem plated tran sfer of the business , and a  

meet ing of the shareholders will  be c alled at as early date, possibly this week, 

when M essrs  Powellôs offer will be placed before the m. There is very little doubt  

that the offer will be accepted and the sa le of the company confirmed. The 

directors of t he Bacon Line, Messrs. Jas Pritchard, P. J. Feeny, John Pr itchard, 

and E. C. Thin, have approved  of the disposal  of the  company a s a going concern  

and their decision greatly influence the shareholders  as to the course they will 

adopt at the forthcoming meeting .                                                                                           

The Ba con Line maintain steamship services between Liverpool and Port Talbot, 

Bristol, and Milford; Liverpool and Swansea; Bristol and Tenby; Liverpool and 

Bri stol; L iverpool and Milford Haven; Liverpool and Wexford; Swansea and 

Wexford; and Wexford and Bristol. The general manager and secretary of the 

company i s Mr. R. Mountfield. The above services are maintained by the following 

, of steamers: ð                                                                                                          

.                steam er.                  Gross tonnage.                                                                             

.            John Bacon                             580                                                                          

.            Lady Baco n                             335                                                                                             

.            Lord  Bacon                             350                                                                  

.            Prestonian                              804                                                            

.            Sunlight                                 401                                                                                               

.            The Lady Bell s                        304                                                                             

.            Wex ford .                               564                                                                                                         

In addition, th e company own several steam barges, including the Edith, Harfat, 

and Penner, of 16, 128, and 130 ton s gross  respectively. Those a re  engaged at 

the ports to which the steamers of the line trade. The John Bacon, Lady Bacon, 

and Lord Bacon are new vessels, having been built on the Clyde as recently as 

1910, in the ease of the former, and the other two last year.                                                     

Messrs. F. H. Powell and Co. have shown a ve ry progressive spir it  within recent 

years, ha ving disposed of their old feet of ste amships  and built up a fleet of ten 

modern steamers, two of the vessels  having been added last year, vi z, the 

steamer Grateful and the steamer Hampshire Coast whilst the other s of the fleet 

are of quite recent construction. Messrs . F. H Powell and Co. mainta in regular 

weekly cargo and passenger between Liverpool and Bristol every  Tuesday  by the 

steamer Gr aceful, and Manchester to Bristol, Cardiff, an d Swansea by the 

steamer Graceful. They are also interested in steamship services conjointly 

Messr s. Samuel Hou gh from Liverpool to Lond on , Fal mouth, Plymouth, 

Southampton. Portsmouth, other South of England ports. The directors of the 

company are Messrs. A. H.  Read,  H. B. Grayson, A. S. Collard, a nd G. R. 
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Pritchard. The following is a list of the company's feet: ð                                                 

.           Steamer.                              Gross Tonnage                                                              

.        Cornish Coast                                  676                                                                   

.        Devon Coast                                    782                                                                 

.        Dorset Coast                                    672                                                               

.        Faithful                                            874                                                                

.        Graceful                                        1,149                                                          

.        Hampshire Coast                               787                                                                      

.        Masterful                                       1,794                                                                     

.        Norfolk Coast                                     782                                                                 

.        Powerful                                        1,607                                                            

.        Truthful                                            640                                                                       

Seen by a representative of ñThe Journal of Commerceò on Saturday an official of  

one of the  companies c oncerned  sta ted that no change wa s contemplated  in the 

manner of conducting the services, and for the  t im e being  the two companies 

would be worked entirely se para te.  

 

Lloyd's List -  Friday 06 December 1912  

                                      LLOYDôS NOTICES 

                         GENERAL AVERAGE AND SALVAGE                                             

STATEMENTS per the following VESSELS have now been completed. A sign* 

against a vesselôs name indicates that a Copy of the Statement can be seen in 

the Secretaries office Lloydôs E C. ï 

GRACEFUL (s) (British) : -                                                                                                                      

Bristol f or  Liverpool  March. 1912. (O n Fire .)                                                                                      

Statement  dated , O ct. 12. 1912 [Credit gi ven for  amounts made  good. ]                          

G.A. 1 .02711 68 p erce nt. Deposit 2  ½ per cent.  

 

Globe -  Saturday 21 December 1912  

                           COASTING STEAMER OVERDUE  

Anxiety prevails at Bristol Cardiff and Liverpool regarding the safety of the 

coasting steamer Truthful, which is two days overdue.                                                       

The Truthful left Eastham, Manchester Ship Canal at 11.0 am on Tuesday  for 

Bristol and Ca rdiff with general cargo. No news of her has come to hand.  The 

overdue vessel is owned b y F. H. Powell and Co., Liverpool.                                                       
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The steamer Graceful, also of the Powell Line, this left Liv erpool Wednesday and 

docked s afely at Bristol on Thursday afternoon. One of the officers of the 

Graceful reports having seen a vessel similar the Trut hful anchored Car narvon  

Bay  but no definite news is available  up to 4 am today . She carries a crew of 

abou t  sixteen.  

 

Western Daily Press -  Tuesday 28 January 1913  

                          AVONMOUTH DOCK            

                       IMPORTS COASTWAYS.  

Graceful Liverpool. ï John White & Co.,  5 bxs hams , and  2 bxs bacon  

 

Western Daily Press -  Tuesday 04 March 1913  

                          AVONMOUTH DOCK            

                       IMPORTS COASTWAYS.  

Graceful Liverpool. ï W Titley and Sons  12 brls lard and 2 boxes hams  

 

Western Daily Press -  Tuesday 11 March 1913  

                          AVONMOUTH DOCK            

                       IMPORTS COASTWAYS.  

Graceful Liverpool. ï W Titley and Sons  15 bxs hams, 15 bxs bacon, and 200 pls, 

250  bxs lard . 

 

Western Daily Press -  Monday 24 March 1913  

                                   POWELL LINE  

              LIVERPOOL AND MANCHESTER STEAMERS  

                     THE FINE MODERN STEAMERS  
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ñFAITHFULò       ñGRACEFULò       ñTRUTHFULò         ñPOWERFULò                                        

or other ves sels of this line.                                                                                                           

Sail as follows: -  

BRISTOL  to LIVERPOOL (direct)  Every Saturday                                                                                 

BRISTOL  to MANCHESTER Every Monday                                                                

LIVERPOOL to BRISTOL (direct) Every Tuesday                                                   

MANCHESTER to BRISTOL (direct)  Every Saturday                                                                 

A limited number of saloon passengers carried.                                                                

For rates  and all pa rticulars apply to : -                                                                               

.                                               F. H. POWELL & Co. Ltd. ,                                                                                               

.                                                                                The Grove Bristol         

                                                                

Western Daily Press -  Friday 02 January 1914  

                         AVONMOUTH DOCK             

                      IMPORTS COASTWAYS.  

Somerset Coast , Liverpool. ðW Titley and Sons. 6 bx s hams  

 

Western Daily Press -  Tuesday 13 January 1914  

                           AVONMOUTH DOCK            

                      IMPORTS C OASTWAYS.  

Somerset Coast, Liverpool. ðW Titley and Sons. 8 bxs hams  

 

Western Daily Press -  Tuesday 27 January 1914  

                          AVONMOUTH DOCK            

                       IMPORTS COASTWAYS.  

Somerset Coast,  Liverpool. ï John White & Co.,  4 bxs hams, and  2 bxs bacon  
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Western Daily Press -  Monday 05 January 1914  

 

      

 

Western Daily Press -  Tuesday 24 February 1914  

                          AVONMOUTH DOCK            

                       IMPORTS COASTWAYS.  

Somerset Coast,  Liverpool. ï John White & Co.,  2 bxs hams, and  8 bxs bacon , 

J.R. Phillips & Co . Ld. 20 Puns Rum  
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Lloyd's List -  Tuesday 03 March 1914  

SOMERSET COAST (s) Bristol , March 2. -- The steamer S om ers et Coast. laden with 

gene ral cargo f or Liverpool, reports that o n the  Feb. 21. she struck wall here, 

damaging her stem and denting plates each side, which caused the f orep eak to 

leak slightly.  

 

Western Daily Press -  Wednesday 11 March 1914  

                             BRISTOL IMPORTS COASTWA YS.  

Somerset Coast, ss, Liverpool. ðW Titley and Sons. 1 bx ha ms: general cargo.  

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Tuesday 09 June 1914  

                      LIVERPOOL GRAVING DOCKS  

                                        PRINCEôS 

 Somerset Coast (s)  488 Davies, Powell, Bacon & Hough. Ld  

 

Western Daily Press -  Monday 20 April 1914  

Saturday an accident occurred on the s.s Somerset Coast, wh ich is now lying the 

Grove, and, as a result, man named Albert Davies, aged 40, a labourer, of 1, 

Queen's Square, has been detained at the General Hospital. It is stated that he 

was struck by falling girder, and, when was taken to the Hospital, it was foun d 

that his collar -bone had been broken in two places, and that his spine was 

injured.  

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Tuesday 25 August 1914  

                      LIST OF VESSELS IN EACH DOCK.                  

                                   BRAMLEY MOORE.  

                        OVERHEAD STATION ðNELSON.  
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                     Dock Master ðMr. ALERED P. H URST.                                                                         

Devonian, S 199 M'Nicol  J.J. Mack & Son                                                                       

Dion e 598 ð, Bahr. Behrend & Co                                                                                     

Fido s 342 --  W H Stott & Co                                                                                         

Grodno s 987 Young. W H Stott & CO                                                                               

Luga 1040 Knox. W H Stott & Co                                                                                                     

Linda Blanche s 199 Ellis. Grainger & Co                                                                                  

Somerset Coast (s)  487 Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough, Ld                                                                 

Sarpfos s  890 Horn. H.  & C,  Grayson & Co                                                                       

Taunton 142 Co x, J. K. Morr is 

 

Western Daily Press -  Tuesday 08 September 1914  

                       BRISTOL IMPORTS COASTWAYS.  

Somerset Coast,  Liverpool. ï John White & Co.,  2 0 bxs bacon  

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Wednesday 25 August 1915  

                          LIVERPOOL GRAVING DOCKS  

                                      REGULATED. 

                                        Prince's.  

Somerset Coast (s)  ( Grayson ), 8 tides Aug 2 3 

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Tuesday 28 March 1916  

                       APPROVED SOCIETIES AND LAW COSTS.  

               INTERESTING SEQUEL TO COMPENSA TION CASE  

                                                                    LIVERPOOL, Monday                                                                                                          

An important point relati ng to the pay ment of law costs by approve d societies 

under the National Insurance Act was dispos ed of by his Honour Judge Thomas, 

in the Liverpool Cou nty Court today. The ca se which gave rise to the point is one 

in which a man named Albino, a donkeyman, cl aimed compensation in respect of 

injuries which, he alleged, he had sustained as a result of an accident, of which 

he was the victim, while employed on the Somerset Coast, at Liverpool Docks, on 
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the 4th December last.                                                                                         

-  Liability to pay compensat ion  was disputed  by the respondents ðthe own ers  of 

the So merset Coast ðon the ground, as contended, that Albino was  not suffering 

from the results of an accident overtaken him in the course of his employ me nt. 

Evidence, pro and con., having been gi ven by four medical menðtwo called on 

beh alf  of the ap plicant, and two f or the re sponden ts  -  his Honour gave an award 

for th e Latter .                                                                                                                             

Mr. Greaves Lord (instructed on of the r espondents by Messrs Roger  Birkett) 

thereupon made an application, un der the provisions of the National Insurance 

Act, that the National Sailors and Firem en Union (Approved Society) should be 

ordered to pay the costs of the proceedings, on the  ground s that they had 

exercised the right of an approved society under  the Act to the proceedings on 

behalf of Albino. _ .                                                                                         

Mr.  R. H. Newman, who acted for the applicant, in accordance with instr uct ions 

received from Mr. J. A. Helm, opposed the application, and called e vidence to 

show that Albino was not a member of the approved Section of the National 

Sailors' and Firemen -  a Union, and was not insured with them under  the National 

Health Act, but with anoth er seamen's organisati on . Counsel also co ntended that 

all that ha d happened in the case was that the National Sailors and Fir emen's 

Union, acting merely as a trades' union had a ssisted Albino in bringing the 

present proceedings, and that this they were perfectly entitled to do, ever sinc e 

the National Insurance Act had been in operation.                                                                                                                     

His Honour held that the proceedings had been brought by a trade union, and 

that t he latter had not acted under the appro ved section of the Act. There would, 

cons equently, be made no order  as to costs  against  the union  

 

Liverpool Daily Post -  Friday 02 June 1916  

SOMERSET COAST.ðHolyhead. June 1 ðThe steamer Somerset Coast, from 

Liverpool  for Bristol, put in wi th  boiler tubes leaking . 

 

Western Daily Press -  Monday 19 February 1917  

                                  COAST LINE  

FAST COASTWISE SERTICES. LIVERPOOL MANCHESTER. MILFORD.                                                   

.                     AND SOUTH WALES STEAMERS.                                                                                          

.                             The Fine New steamers.                                                                                      

"SOMERSET COAST," "WELSH COAST,' ñPEMBROKE COAST," &c.                                                                                        

(Or othe r Vessels this Line - )  ar e intended to Sail                                                               
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Bristol to Liverpool ðTwo Sailings per Week.                                                                   

Bristol to Manchester One Sa il ing per Week                                                                            

Liverpool to Bri stol (direct ) -Two Sailings per Week.                                                        

Manches te r t o Bri stol Two  Sailings per Week.                                                                      

Br istol to Haverf ord west. Pembroke, &cð                                                                        

Sailings Temporarily Suspende d                                                                                                      

For Rates and all apply to ð POWELL, BACON & HOUGH LINES. Ltd ,.                                            

PHOENIX HOUSE. QUEEN SQUARE  

 

Western Daily Press -  Friday 20 April 1917  
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Western Daily Press -  Tuesday 24 April 1917  

'SOMERSET COAST' SUNK IN COLLISION. Lloyds Agency states that the steamer 

Somerset Coast sank on Sunday after colliding with another British steamer. The 

crew were saved. The Somerset Coast was steamer of the Coast Line, well known 

to Bristol traders and merchants.  

 

The Scotsman -  Tuesday 24 April 1917  

                      SHIPPING NOTES AND CASUALTIES  

                        BRITISH VESSELS IN COLLISION  

Lloyd ' s Agenc y states , that th e  steamer Somerset Coast sank on Sunday . . 

morning ' after colliding with another British , steamer ; crew saved . [ The 

Somerset Coast , a vessel of 1149 , tons , was built at Middlesbrough in 1911 , 

and was  registered at  Liverpool .]  

 

 

Liverpool Daily Po st -  Tuesday 24 April 1917  

                                LIVERPOOL STEAMER LOST. ï  

                                  SINKS AFTER COLLISION.  

Lloydôs report that the steamer Somerset Coast sank on Sunday morning after 

colliding with another British steam er. The crew were saved. The Somerset Coast 

(1,149 tons) was owned the Powell, Bacon, and Hough Lines, Liverpool.  

 

 

Coflein  

The SOMERSET COAST was a steel -hulled cargo vessel built by Sir Raylton Dixon 

& Co Ltd.  Middlesbrough, in 1911. Technical and configuration specifications are 

given as 1149gt, 468nt; 250ft 5in length x 36ft breadth x 14ft 5in depth; 1 deck, 

4 bulkheads, forecastle 29ft; screw propulsion powered by twin steam boilers 

linked to a triple expansi on engine producing 178hp; machinery by Richardsons, 

Westgarth & Co Ltd., Middlesbrough. At time of loss on 21 April 1917, the vessel 
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was owned by Powell, Bacon & Hough Lines Ltd and registered at Liverpool. The 

vessel was on passage from Bristol to Liverp ool when it was in collision with the 

Barrow registered steamship SOUND FISHER. The SOMERSET COAST 

subsequently foundered 2 miles west -southwest of Bardsey.  

 

Sources include:  

Board of Trade Wreck Return 1917 Part II, Table A, p.35 (3)  

Larn and Larn Shipwre ck Database 2002  

Lloyd's Register Casualty Returns, 1 April -  30 June 1917 p.7 (f)  

Lloyd's Register of British and Foreign Shipping, 1 July 1915 -  30 June 1916, 

number 1638 in S  

SS Somerset Coast, Wreck Site EU  

Maritime Officer, RCAHMW, May 2011.  

 

This record was enhanced in 2020 with funding from Lloyd's Register Foundation 

as part of the project óMaking the Link: Lloyd's Register and the National 

Monuments Record of Walesô. Visit Lloydôs Register Foundation Heritage and 

Education Centre for more resour ces.  

 

Maryport Advertiser -  Saturday 22 September 1894  

THE S. S.  "SOUND FISHER" This new steamer, the latest addition to the fleet of 

Messrs. Fisher and Sons, shipowners, Barrow, arrived from  the builders at 

Barrow on Sunday last at noon. The "Sound Fisher " is a steamer altogether 

different to the rest of those in the same comp any, the engines and boilers being 

placed right af t, whereas in the other steamers they own are placed amidships. 

The "Sound Fisher' left on Tuesday with a cargo of tramway rails on her maiden 

voyage . 

 

 

Richardsons Westgarth & Company  
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was a leading British shipbuilding and marine engineering business. The 

Company was based in Hartlepool and was a major employer in the area.  

The Company was established in 183 2 by Thomas Richardson as a marine 

engineering concern based in Hartlepool under the name of T Richardson & Sons.  

In 1900 it merged with Sir C. Furness Westgarth and Company of Middlesbrough 

and W. Allen and Company of Sunderland to form Richardsons Westga rth.  As 

part of the merger Furness Withy, a shipping business, took a controlling interest 

in the Company.  

The Company was at the forefront of the development of steam engines and 

diesel engines for large ships throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth  

centuries. It built engines for many ships including "SS Empire Amethyst". It 

acquired the firm of George Clark in Sunderland, Tyne and Wear in 1938. In 

1962 its marine activities were merged with that of Weir Group and its began 

focussing on engineering for power stations such as Trawsfynydd and 

Dungerness 'B'. It ceased operations in Hartlepool in 1982.  

The Company then diversified into steel processing and was acquired by 

Klöckner, one of the world's largest steel stockholders, in 2000.  

 

F.H.POWELL & Co   -  COAST LINES  

Coast Lines Ltd of Liverpool was formed by the merging of three companies in 

1913, and was known initially by their joint names: Powell, Bacon and Hough 

Lines.  The name Coast Lines Ltd was adopted in 1917 when the company was 

taken over by  the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.  After the dissolution of the 

Royal Mail Group in 1931, Coast Lines became independent once more under the 

chairmanship of Sir Alfred Read (1871 -1955), who had previously been a 

director.  

Between 1917 and 1960 Coast Li nes acquired a controlling interest in a large 

number of coastal shipping companies, eventually numbering about twenty.  

Among the most important were: the British & Irish Steam Packet Company Ltd 

(acquired in 1917), City of Cork Steam Packet Company Ltd ( 1918), Belfast 

Steamship Company Ltd (1919), Burns & Laird Lines (acquired separately as 

Laird Line in 1918 and G & J Burns in 1920 and merged in 1922), Tyne Tees 

Steam Shipping Company Ltd (1943) and the North of Sc otland, Orkney & 

Shetland Shipping Compa ny (1961).  

Geographically the Company's activities spanned the whole of the British and 

Irish seaboard and extending to the Scottish and Channel Islands.  By 1951, 
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Coast Lines had a fleet of 109 ships which carried four million tons of cargo, more 

than half a million  head of livestock and over a million passengers.  It marked 

the high point in the British óinternalô (as distinct from international) cross-

Channel, freight and passenger trades, but over time many of the coastal routes 

declined.  The British & Irish Stea m Packet Company Ltd was sold to the Irish 

Government in 1965, together with its subsidiary, the City of Cork Steam Packet 

Company, and several other companies were closed in the 1960s.  Coast Lines 

was itself acquired by the P&O Group in February 1971  

 

Liv erpool Journal of Commerce -  Thursday 02 January 1913  

                        LIVERPOOL  & LONDON                                                                           
.                                        and  

                      SOUTH COAST OF ENGLAND.                                                                       

.                     THREE SAILINI NGS WEEKLY.                                                            

.                     BY FIRST CLAS S STEAMERS.                                                                     

For Freight and passage apply to: -                                                                                      

F. H . POWELL & CO.  LTD . Tower Buildings, 22 Water Street  Liverpool;                                                   

SAMUAL HOUGH. LTD.. Colonial House,  Wat er S t. Liverpool   

 

                LIVERPOOL TO BRISTOL                                                      

.                 STEAMER EVERY TUESDAY  

              MANCHESTER TO BRISTOL                                                      

.                        SWANSEA AND CARDIFF                                                         

.                        STEAMER EVERY SATURDAY                                                                                                           

F. H. POWELL & CO. LTD . Tower Buildings, Liverpool                                                         

The Grove, Bristol ; 16 Albert Square, Manc hester  

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Thursday 01 January 1914  

                         COAST LINE   

                      FAST COASTWISE SERVICES.                                                                                 

.                     To and from Liverpool: -                                                                                    

.                                                           Sailing Day s                                                              
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PLYMOUTH and LONDON               Every Wednesday and  Saturday                                    

FALMOUTH                                                                     Every                                                                                    

Southampton , Portsm outh. and other  South Coast Ports.. Saturday                                      

BRISTOL                                              Tuesday and Saturdays                                       

MILFORD                                              Wednesday s                                                                

PORT TALBOT                                        Saturday.                                                

SWANSEA                                             Wedne sday a nd Saturday.                          

WEXFORD                                             Tuesdays                                                             

.                   To and from Ma nchest er : -                                                                                           

BRISTOL                                               Saturday s                                                  

CARDIFF                                               Saturdays                                                                                                 

SWANSEA                                           Saturd ays                                                            

.                    To and from London :                                                                           

PRESTON                                            Fortnightly .                                                            

.                    From Hamburg: ð                                                                                 

PRESTON                                            Fortnightly .                                                               

For fr eight and passage and all particulars apply to: -                                                                    

.                 POWELL, BACON & HOUGH' LTD .,                                                         

.                    TOWER BUILDING. LIVERPOOL                                                                                                   

Telegrams:   ñCoastwiseò            Telephone Central 6335                                               

And at London, Manchester, Bristol, Swansea &c &c  

Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Wednesday 06 January 1915  

                  COAST LINE FAST COASTWISE SERVICES.  

                                    SPECIAL NOTICE  

SAILINGS NOW RESUMED between Liverpool, London and South Coast  ports. 

Cargo received  by special arrangements to made at City Offices, Tower Building 

Wat er stre et, Liverpool                                                                                                        

.                  To and from Liverpool: ð                                                                     

.                                                         Sailing days                                                         

PLYMOUTH and  LONDONð Every Wednesday a nd Saturday .                             

FALMOUTH, SOUTHAMPTON , Portsmouth. and other South Coast P ort s.                     

.                                                        .Every Saturday.                                                                                                                    

BRISTOL éééééééééééééééééé.Tuesday and Saturday.                                                                                   

MI LFORD ééééééééééééééééé.. Wednesdays:                                                                                                       

PORT TALBOT ééééééééééééééé.Saturdays.                                                                                              

SWANSEA ééééééééééééééééé..Wednesday and Saturday.                                                                                           

WEXFORD ééééééééééééééééé..Monday and Thursday.                                                                                        

To and from MANCHESTER:ð                                                                                          
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BRISTOL, CARDIFF, SWANSEA  éééééSaturday s                                                                                  

.                     To and from LONDON:ð                                                                                          

PRESTON ééééééééééééééééé..Fortnightly                                                                                               

FROM HAMBURG: -                            SUSPENDED DURIN G WAR.                                                                         

For freight  and passage and a ll  particulars a pply to : -      

                       POWELL, BACON & HOUGH   

                                   LINES. LTD.,                                                                         

.                       TOWER BUILDING, LIVERPOOL.                                                        

Telegrams:   ñCoastwiseò            Telephone Central 6335                                               

And at London, Manchester, Bristol, Swansea &c &c  

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Thursday 07 January 1915  

                                   THE COAST LINE  

The 1915 calendar published  by the Powell, and Hough Lines, Ltd. (  the Coast 

Line), is similar to that issued by them last year, but it is  one that will bear 

reproduction. Though of the simplest kind, it is one that will a ppeal to the artists -  

taste of the possessor. It depicts one of t he steamers  of the line passing the 

Eddystone. Lighthouse, and the picture, produced in colo urs, is a strik ing one.  

 

Sir Raylton Dixon & Co  

Sir Raylton Dixon (8 July 1838 ï 28 July 1901) , was a shipbuilding magnate from 

Middlesbrough on the River Tees who served as Mayor of Middlesbrough.  

The yard first did business under the name Backhouse & Dixon. Raylton Dixon 

started the firm of Raylton Dixon & Co. in 1873 with the substantial Dixon f amily 

coal mining fortune, and it operated until 1923 when it was dissolved. At the 

height of its production the three Dixon brothers, Raylton, John, and Waynman, 

were involved in running the company. In its 50 -year life the Cleveland Dockyard 

built more t han 600 vessels, the first ship, the iron steamship Torrington,being 

launched in 1874.  

Raylton Dixon & Co earned a reputation for the construction of sound, large 

cargo - liners and during the 1890s had contracts with all the major shipping 

companies of the time. They also turned out refrigerated ships for the meat 

industry.  
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Liverpool Journal of Commerce -  Saturday 14 August 1915  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

27 
 

7.0  Analysis  

 

The newspapers available at this period of time  is incomplete with only some 

Lloydôs Lists available, and I needed to search The Liverpool Journal of 

Commerce and Western Daily Press to find details of sailings and arrivals.  

There was a record in the newspapers of the launch of another larger vessel by  

Sir Raylton Dixon & Co., the same week as Graceful but it was three times the 

size of Graceful. Graceful was a small vessel for this yard and seems to have 

been ordered about the 30 th  March 1911 and launched on 21 st  September 1911.  

The cargos of the Graceful/Somerset Coast  were frequently reported but since 

they were usually general cargo I did not record them, even when the arrivals 

were also not recorded.  

The Government seemed to take some action in  1916 concerning the reporting of 

ship movements si nce the reports of the Somerset Coast arrivals ceased and 

although the advertisements of the movements of the vessel continued. The 

taking of photographs and sketching the coast of Cornwall and Devon required a 

permit from this year. In April 1917 the adve rtisement changed, the days the 

vessels sailed was removed and also the vessels names. It only stated the 

number of sailings per week for each route.  It also carried into the reporting of 

the collision in the newspapers when the Sound Fisher was only ident ified as 

another steamer. It seems it took some  time for the Government to realise 

publishing the names of vessels, route and days assisted German U boats and 

mine laying.  

The Graceful / Somerset Coast was fitted with refrigeration machinery which 

allowed it to carry the perishable cargo of hams and bacon.  

The Sound Fisher survived the collision and continued in use until 1933 when she 

was broken up at Glasgow.  In 1917 it wa s owned by Fisher & co of Barrow who 

included Fisher in all the vessel names and still do to the present day.  Coast 

Lines also changed the ir vessels names to include Coast.  

I have learnt you how much technical information about steam vessels is 

included in LR if you are to decode t he abbreviations and that the key to  the 

abbreviations  is also in the pages with diagrams explaining them. This is not 

always in the edition where the vessels entry is included.  

The BNA produced all the records from newspapers, the background information 

result ing from searches via Goggle.  
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The Liverpool Overhead Railway interested me after I saw some surviving 

coaches in the Museum of Liverpool in a representation of the railway. Then 

finding the way the stations were related to the docks Somerset Coast was 

moo red in , brought it to life for me.  The nickname ñDockers Umbrellaò for the 

railway is on a par with ñPaddyôs Wigwamò for the catholic cathedral and 

illustrates scouse humour.  

The crew lists for 1915 The National Maritime Museum  have transcribed and 

copied gives an insight into the crew that year. A Albino who was the subject of 

the case in court in March 1916 over injuries he sustained is the first on the list. 

The crews seem to move frequently between ships and some have been e lse 

where as they are in the list for second half of the year only, but their last ship 

was still Somerset Coast.  The last ship for a number of the crew is another vessel 

owned by Coast Lines.  
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8.0  Conclusions & Recommendations    

 

I have spent about 25 hours on this project, with 95% of that time spent on line. 

The lack of many Lloydôs list editions made it more time consuming, but once I 

had found that The Liverpool Journal of Commerce and Western Daily Press  

contained the information I needed , it became easier.  

The wreck  site for the Somerset Coast  is unidentified but must be at a depth 

beyond recreational dive limits if the location for its sinking is correct.  

The crew lists for 1911 ï 1914 are available on line in Ancestry.com but a 

subscription is required to view. The details of the Master and m ates 

qualifications should also be on the same site.  

The project has answered most of my questions, the information held by 

ancestry would complete it. The circumstances of the collision are not reported 

because of war time restrictions .  

The only previous  research concerning the Somerset Coast is the Coflein entry , 

wreckeu also have brief details including the owners and builders, and Tees built 

ships catalogue her building, owners and loss.  

The story of the Graceful / Somerset Coast is short and simply , that she sailed 

between Liverpool and Bristol on a regular schedule with the same master with 

few difficulties. The collision leading to her loss is unreported, so there is nothing 

further to publish.  
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Appendices:   

 

Appendix A ï Table of Lloydôs Registers entries for the Graceful and 

Somerset Coast  

1911, 1912 Not available on Line  

1913  

 

653 Graceful , official number 131401, HVBD International signal, Steel screw 

schooner,1149 tons  gross , 951 tons  under deck , 468 tons net,  built under special 
survey, classified A1, p, November 1911, built by Sir Raylton Dixon & Co, 

Middlesborough, owners F H Powell & co,  250.5 feet long, 36.0 feet breadth, 14.5 
feet depth, Moulded depth 17ò 6ô, freeboard amidship 8İò ,Forecastle 29 feet, 

Flat Keel, 4 bulkheads cemented,  Water Ballast = Cell ular constru ction  of double 
bottom 42 feet  aft , under the engine  19  feet , forward  127  feet , capacity 290  

tons,  Forepeak tank 118 tons, Aft peak tank 7 tons, registered at Liverpool,  
British, triple expansion engine, 3 cylinder s 18ò,29ò & 48ò, 36ò stroke,180 lbs 

pressure, 178 NHP,  2 single ended boilers,  6 corrug ated furnaces, 108 sq. feet 
grate surface, 3136 sq. feet heating surface, engine builders Richardsons, 

Westgarth & Co., Middlesbrough, electric light,  Refrigeration machinery,  master D 
Davies since November 1911, 1 steel deck & shelter deck steel, shelter deck with 

freeboard, surveys  at Liverpool  January 1912 & January 1913, Boilers & 
Machinery certified by Lloyds surveyor 11/1911, chains tested on public  

equipment  supervised by Lloydôs.  
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Fig. 7    Diagram o f water b al last  construction  

 

1914 not available on line  

1915  

 

1605  Now Somerset Coast, owners now Powell, Bacon & Hough Lines, new 

survey June 1914 , tail shaft last seen October 1913. No other changes.  

1916. 1917 not available on line  

1918 No entry  
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Appendix B  ï The T imeline for the Graceful and Somerset Coast  

1911  

November 26 1911 Prawle Point passed Graceful of Liverpool  

November 26 1911 The Lizard  passed Graceful of Liverpool  

December 6 1911  Liverpool sailed Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell & Co                 

.                                                                                                      for Bristol  

December 13  1911 Liverpool sailed Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell & Co                

.                                                                                                      for Bristol  

December 29 1911 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

December 31  1911  Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

 

1912  

January 5 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

January 6 1912  Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

January 12  1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

January 1 8 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

January 20  1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for  Cardiff  

January 2 5 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

January 28  1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

February 1 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

February 4 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

February 1 1 1912  Bristol sailed Graceful for L iverpool  

February 1 5 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

February 1 7 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

March 1 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

March 2 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

March 8 1912 Bristol arrived Gr aceful from Liverpool  
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March 9 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

March 12 1912 Graceful from Bristol for Liverpool  on Fire  

March 2 3 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

March 25 1912 Liverpool Nelson Dock arrived Graceful  s 468, Davies  from  Bristol      

.                                                                                             F H Powell & Co  

March 29  1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

March 3 0 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

April 4  1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

April 8 1912  Liverpool Nelson Dock arrived Graceful s 468, Davies from Bristol      

.                                                                                            F H Powell & Co   

April 18 1912 Br istol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

April 25  1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

April 2 7 1912  Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

May 2 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

May 4 1912 Bristol  sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

May 11 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

May 1 8 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

May 22 1912 Liverpool sailed Graceful s 468, Davies  F H Powell & Co  for Bristol  

May 23 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

May 3 0 1912 Bristol arr ived Graceful from Liverpool  

June 6 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

June 9 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

June 13 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

June 17  1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

June 20 1912 Liverpoo l sailed Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell & Co for Bristol  

June 21 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

June 23  1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  
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June 2 6 1912  Holyhead put in Graceful in tow of a tug  

June 26 1912 Holyhead  sailed Graceful for Bristol  

June 2 7 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

July 4 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

July 6 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

July 9 19 12 Liverpool cleared Graceful for Bristol  

July 1 0 1912  Liverpool sailed Graceful (s) for Bristol  

July 11  1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

July 13  1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

July 1 8 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

July 20  1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

July 25  1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

July 2 7 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

July 31 1912 Barry Island passed up Graceful (s) (of  Liverpool )  

August 1 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

August 3 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

August 5 1912  Liverpool Salisbury  Dock arrived Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell             

.                                                                                            & Co from Bristol   

August 7 1912  Liverpool sailed Graceful (s) for Bristol     

August 8 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

August 10 1912 Br istol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

August 11 1912  South Stack passed in Graceful (s)  

August 1 1 1912  Liverpool Salisbury Dock arrived Graceful s 468, Davies F H               

.                                                                                  Powell & Co from Bristol       

August 1 7 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

August 1 8 1912  Holyhead passed in Graceful (s)  

August 1 9 1912  Liverpool arrived Graceful (s ) from Bristol  
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August 19 1912 Liverpool  cleared Graceful for Bristol  

August 21 1912  Liverpool sailed Graceful (s) for Bristol    

August 22  1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

August 31 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

September 4 1912  Liverpool sailed Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell & Co                 

.                                                                                                      for Bristol  

September 7 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

September 12  19 12  Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

September 14  1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

September 1 8 1912  Liverpool sailed Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell & Co                

.                                                                                                      for Bristol  

September 1 9 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

September 21 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

October 2 1912  Liverpool sailed Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell & Co for Bristol                

October 26 1912 Bristol sailed Graceful for Liverpool  

November 1 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

November 7 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

November 2 0 1912   Liverpool sailed Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell & Co                 

.                                                                                                      for Bristol                

November 21 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpo ol 

December 8 1912 Liverpool arrived Graceful (s) from Bristol  

December 1 4 1912  Pill & Kingroad sailed Graceful s. for Liverpool  

December 18 1912  Liverpool sailed Graceful (s) for Bristol    

December 19 1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

December 26  1912 Bristol arrived Graceful from Liverpool  

 

1913  

January 8 1913 Salisbury Dock, Liverpool Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell & Co                  
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January 11 1913 Bristol sailed Graceful s. for Liverpool  

January 1 5 1913  Liverpool sailed Graceful s 468, Davies F H Powell & Co                 

.                                                                                                      for Bristol                

January 1 9 1913 Bristol sailed Graceful (s)  for Liverp ool  

January 21 1913  Liverpool cleared Graceful for  Bristol  

January 2 3 1913  Bristol arrived Graceful (s)  from Liverpool  

January 2 8 1913 Liverpool  sailed Graceful (s) for  Bristol  

January 30  191 3 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol  Graceful  s. from Liverpool  

February 1 1913 Pill & Kingroad sailed  Graceful s. f or Liverpool  

February 23 1913 South Stack passed out  Graceful (s)  

February 27 1913 Bristol arrived Graceful (s) from Liverpool  

March 3 1913 Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

March 13 191 3   Bristol arrived Graceful (s) from Liverpool  

March 23 1913   South Stack passed in Graceful (s)  

March 27 1913  Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Graceful s. from Liverpool  

April 6 1913  Liverpool arrived Graceful (s) from  Bristol  

April 12 1913 Pill & Kingroad sailed Graceful s. for Liverpool  

April 1 7 1913   Liverpool cleared Graceful for Bristol  

April 2 0 1913  South Stack passed in Graceful (s)  

May 3 1913 Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

May 10  1913 Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Li verpool  

May 31 1913 Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

June 1 1913 Liverpool arrived Graceful (s) from Bristol  

June 3 1913 Liverpool sailed Graceful (s) for Bristol  

June 5 1913  Bristol arrived Graceful (s) from Liverpool  

June 12 1913  Bristol arrived Graceful (s) from Liverpool  

June 1 5 1913  Holyhead arrived off Graceful (s)  inwards  
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June 21 1913 Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

July 5 1913 Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

July 10 1913  Bristol arrived Graceful (s) from  Liverpool  

July 1 7 1913  Bristol arrived Graceful (s) from Liverpool  

July 1 9 1913  Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

July 21 1913  Liverpool arrived Graceful (s) from Bristol  

July 2 7 1913  South Stack passed in Graceful (s)  

August 21 1913 Bristol a rrived Graceful (s) from Liverpool  

August 2 3 1913  Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

August 2 5 1913  Liverpool arrived Graceful (s) from Bristol  

August 2 6 1913 Liverpool  cleared Graceful for Bristol  

September 1 3 1913  Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

September 14 1913  South Stack passed in Graceful (s)  

September 27  1913  Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

October 9 1913 Bristol arrived Graceful (s) from Liverpool  

November 21 1913 Barry Island pas sed up Graceful (s) from Liverpool  

November 2 3 1913  Bristol sailed Graceful (s) for Liverpool  

December 2 1913 Liverpool cleared Graceful for Bristol  

December 8 1913 Liverpool arrived Graceful (s) from Bristol  

December 22 1913   Liverpool sailed Graceful (s) for Bristol  

 

1914  

January 1 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast  from Liverpool  

January 3 1914 Pill & Kingroad  sailed Somerset Coast (s)  for Liverpool  

January 7 1914  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast (s) 468, Davies  Powell, Bacon &              

.                                                                                       Hough Ld for Bristol  

January 9 1914 Pill & Kingroad  passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  
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January 10  1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast (s)  for Liverpool  

January 1 5 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

January 21  1914 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Da vies Powell, Bacon &                

.                                                                                            Hough for Bristol  

January 24  1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast (s)  for Liverpool  

January 29 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

February 7 1914  Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast (s)  for Liverpool  

February 8 1914 South Stack passed in Somerset Coast  (s)  

February 14 1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast (s)  for Liverpo ol 

February 1 9 1914  Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

March 2 1914 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast  468, Davies             

.                                                             Powell , Bacon & Hough Ld  from Bristol  

March 4 1914 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &                      

.                                                                                       Hough  Ld for Bristol  

March 5 1914 Pill & Kingroad  passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

March 7 1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast (s)  for Liverpool  

March 10  1914 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &                      

.                                                                                       Hough Ld for Bristol  

March 14  1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast (s)  for Liverpool  

March 1 7 1914 Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &            

.                                                                                                      Hough Ld       

March 18 1914 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &                  

.                                                                                       Hough Ld for Bristol  

March 1 9 1914  Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

March 23  1914 Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast 468, Dav ies Powell, Bacon &               

.                                                                                                      Hough Ld   

March 21  1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  

March 26  1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bri stol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

March 2 8 1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  
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April  1 1914 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough  

.                                                                                                  Ld for Bristol  

April 2 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

April 4 1914  Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  

April 9 1914 Pill & Kingroad  passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

April 11  1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  

April 1 3 1914 Liverpool arrived Nelson  Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell,                       

.                                                                         Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol   

April 1 5 1914 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &               

.                                                                                            Hough for Bristol    

April 16  1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

April 1 9 1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast  for Liverpool  

April 21 1914 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &                    

.                                                                                            Hough for Bristol      

April 2 3 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool    

April 3 0 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

May 2 1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  

May 4 1914 Liverpool arrived Somerset Coast (s) from Br istol  

May 7 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

May 10  1914 Liverpool arrived Somerset Coast (s) from Bristol  

May 14 1914  Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s) from  Liverpool  

May 16 1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  

May 19 1914 Liverpool cleared Somerset Coast (s) for Bristol  

May 19 1914 Liverpool  sailed  Somerset Coast (s)  for  Bristol  

May 21 1914 Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  

May 23 1914 Pill & Kingroad  sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  

May 24 1914  South Stack passed in Somerset Coast  (s)  

May 2 5 1914  Liverpool cleared Somerset Coast (s) for Bristol  
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May 28 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

May 30 1914 Pill & Kingroad s ailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  

May 31  1914 South Stack passed in Somerset Coast (s)  

June 9 1914 In Princeôs Graving Dock Somerset Coast (s) 

June 17 1914 Liverpool cleared Somerset Coast  (s) for Bristol  

June 1 8 1914  Pill & Kingroad  passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

June 20 1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  

June 24  1914 Liverpool cleared Somerset Coast  (s) for Bristol  

June 24 1914  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &                  

.                                                                                       Hough Ld for Bristol       

June 2 5 1914  Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  

June 2 7 1914 Pill & Kingroad  sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool  

June 28 1914 South Stack passed in Somerset Coast (s)  

July 1 1914 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough          

.                                                                                                  Ld for Bristol    

July 2 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

July 4 1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool    

July 6 1914 Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast  468, Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough  

July 9 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

July 11 1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool   

July 16 1914  Falmouth sailed Somerset Coast (s) for  Plymouth  

July 22 1914 The Lizard passed west steamer Somerset Coast  

July 2 5 1914 The Lizard passed e ast steamer Somerset Coast  

July 30 1914 The Lizard passed west steamer Somerset Coast  

July 31 1914 Falmouth arrived  Somerset Coast (s) fr om  Plymouth  

August 2 1914 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies                 

.                                                             Powell , Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  
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August 4 1914  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast  (s)  468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough  

.                                                                                                  Ld for Bristol       

August 4 1914 Liverpool  Bramley Moore Dock Somerset Coast s 468, Davies                   

.                                                                                   Powell, Bacon & Hough  

August 6 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

August 8 1914 Pill  & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast fo r Liverpool   

August 13  1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

August 1 6 1914  Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool   

August 20  1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

August 22  1914 Pill & Kingroad sailed Somerset Coast for Liverpool   

August 2 7 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

August 30  1914 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies                 

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

September 3 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from                     

.                                                                                                       Liverpool  

September 7 1914 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies                    

.                                                             Powell,  Bacon & Hough Ld from Brist ol  

September 8 1914  Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast (s)  468, Davies Powell, Bacon               

.                                                                                                        & Hough  

September 10  1914  Bristol arrived Somerset Coast ( s) from Liverpool  

September 1 4 1914  Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

September 17  1914 Pill & Kingroad  passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from                    

.                                                                                                       Liverpool  

September 21  1914 Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon              

.                                                                                                        & Hough  

September 24  1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from                    

.                                                                                                       Liverpool  

September 28  1914 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast  468, Davies                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bri stol  



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

43 
 

October 5 1914 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast (s)  468, Davies                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

October 15 1914  Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s) fro m Liverpool  

October 20  1914 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast  468, Davies                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

October 22 1914 Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s)  from Liverpool  

October 2 9 1914  Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool  

November 2 1914 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast  468, Davies                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

November 5 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from                         

.                                                                                                       Liverpool  

November 12  1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from                        

.                                                                                                       Liverpool  

November 2 3 1914 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast (s)  468,           

.                                                  Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

December 4 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to B ristol Somerset Coast from                        

.                                                                                                       Liverpool  

December 8 1914 Liverpool arrived Trafalgar  Dock Somerset Coast  468, Davies                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

December 10  1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from                        

.                                                                                                       Liverpool  

December 1 7 1914 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from                        

.                                                                                                       Live rpool  

 

1915  

January 5 191 5 Bristol imports Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool General cargo  

January 12 191 5 Bristol imports Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool General cargo  

January 25 1915 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast  468, Jenkins                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

January 2 8 1915  Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool                        
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February 4 1915 Liverpool arrived Sa lisbury Dock Somerset Coast  468, Davies                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

February 12  1915 Liverpool arrived Nelson  Dock Somerset Coast  (s)  468, -                                    

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

February 26 1915 Pill &Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from  Liverpool  

March 7 1915 Pill &  Kingroad passed to Br istol Somerset Coast  (s)  from Liverpool                       

March 10 1915 Liverpool arrived Nelson Dock Somerset Coast  (s)  468, -                                    

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from  Bristol  

March 21 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast(s) from Liverpool                      

March 26 1915 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast   468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld                   

.                                                                                                      for Bristol    

March 2 8 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast(s) from Liverpool   

April 1 2 1915  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast  468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld                  

.                                                                                                      for Bristol    

April  15 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset  Coast  (s) from Liverpool  

April 22  1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  

April 2 6 1915 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast  468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld                  

.                                                                                                      for Bristol    

April 2 9 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                       

May 3 1915  Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast  468, Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough  

May 4 19 15  Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  

May 6 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                       

May 11 1915 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast  468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld                                  

.                                                                                                      for Bristol  

May 20  1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Live rpool                       

May 24 1915 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast ( s)  468, Davies                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

May 24 1915  Liverpool sailed Somer set Coast (s) 468,  Davies  Powell, Bacon &             

.                                                                                       Hough Ld  for Bristol  

June 3 1915  Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  
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June 7 1915 Liverpool sailed S omerset Coast 468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld                                  

.                                                                                                      for Bristol  

June 10 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  

June 21 1915 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld                                  

.                                                                                                      for Bristol  

June 25 1915  Liverpool arrived Nelson Dock Somerset Coast (s) 468, Davies                                    

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol    

June 27 1915 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &            

.                                                                                       Hough Ld for Bristol  

June 29 1915  Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  

July 8 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristo l Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                        

July 13 1915 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast  468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld                                  

.                                                                                                      for Bristol   

July 15 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                                          

July 21 1915  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast 468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld                                   

.                                                                                                      for Bristol   

June 24 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                           

July 2 7 1915  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast  (s)  468, Davies Powell, Bacon &                      

.                                                                                       Hough Ld for Bristol   

August  4 1915 Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &Hough   

August 4 1915  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast  468, -  Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld                                   

.                                                                                                      for Bristol  

August 1 2 1915 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool                                

August 18 1915 Liverpool arrived Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast  (s)  468, Davies                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

August 18 1915  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast  (s)  468,  Davies Powell, Bacon &               

.                                                                                            Hough for Bristol   

August 1 9 1915  Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  

August 22 1915  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast (s) 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &              

.                                                                                            Hough for Bristol   
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August 24  1915 Liverpool arrived Princeôs Graving Dock Somerset Co ast (s)  468,             

.                                                  Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

September 4 1915  Liverpool arrived Nelson Dock Somerset Coast (s) 468, Davies                                   

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol   

September 12  1915  Nelson Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell, Bacon  &            

.                                                                                                           Hough   

September 1 9 1915  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast (s) 468, Davies Powell,             

.                                                                              Bacon & Hough for Bristol   

September 27 1915 Prawle Point  passed Somerset Coast  

September 27 1915 Beachy Head passed Somerset Coast  

November 12 1915 Liverpool arrived Bramley Moore  Dock Somerset Coast  468,            

.                                                  Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

November 13 1915 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast  468, Davies Powell, Bacon                          

.                                                                                    & Hough Ld for Bristol   

December 3 1915 Liverpool arrived Bramley Moore  Dock Somerset Coast (s)  468,  

.                                                  Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

December 4 1915  Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast (s)  468, Davies Powell, Bacon                        

.                                                                                    & Hough Ld for Bristol   

December 21  1915  Liverpool arrived Nelson Dock Somerset Coast (s) 468, -                                    

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol  

December 2 3 1915  Salisbury Dock Somerset Coast 468, Davies Powell,  Bacon  &         

.                                                                                                           Hough   

December 31 1915  Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast  (s)  from                    

.                                                                                                       Liverpool   

                  

1916  

January 9 1916  Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from                   

.                                                                                                       Liverpool   

January 30 1916  Liverpool Bramley Moore Dock Somerset Coast (s)  468, Davies                  

.                                                                                   Powell , Bacon & Hough  

February 3 1916  Bristol arrived Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  
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February 11  1916 Pill & Kingroad  passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from                   

.                                                                                                       Liverpool   

March 2 1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpoo l                   

March 11 1916 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast (s) 468, Davies Powell, Bacon                        

.                                                                                    & Hough Ld for Bristol   

March 2 3 1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast(s) from Liverpool                   

April 6 1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast  (s) from Liverpool   

April  14 1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                                   

April 28  1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                   

May 4 1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                   

May 18  1916 Pill & Kingro ad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool   

May 25  1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                   

June 1 1916 Holyhead put in Somerset Coast from Liverpool for Bristol  

June 3 1916  Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                   

June 8 1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                   

June 15  1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpoo l                   

June 22  1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                   

June 2 9 1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool  

July 6 1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                  

July 13  1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                  

July 20  1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                  

August 9 1916 In W alton Bay for Bristol  Somerset Coast (s) from Liverpool                  

August 10  1916  Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool      

 August 1 7 1916 Pill & Kingroad passed to Bristol Somerset Coast from Liverpool   

September  4 1916  Liverpool arrived Nelson Dock Somerset Coast (s) 468, -                                    

.                                                             Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol            

September 11  1916  Nelson Dock Somerset Coast (s) 46 8, Davies Powell, Bacon &            

.                                                                                                           Hough   
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September 15 191 6 Liverpool arrived Toxteth Dock Somerset Coast (s) 468,            

.                                                  Davies Powell, Bacon & Hough Ld from Bristol   

October 4 191 6 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast (s) 468, Davies Powell, Bacon &        

.                                                                                            Hough for Bristol   

October 10 191 6 Liverpool sailed Somerset Coast (s) 468, Davies Powell, Bacon   

.                                                                                         & Hough for Bristol   
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Appendix C   Appropriation book entry  
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Appendix D  LR Casualty Returns April 1 st  1917 to June 30 th  1917  
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Appendix E  Mercantile Navy List  & Crew List In dex  

No entry for Graceful 1911,1912,1913  

1914  

 

1917 No changes  

1918 No entry  
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Appendix F Ports & Other Locations  

 

Beachy Head is a chalk headland in East Sussex, England. It is situated close to 

Eastbourne, immediately east of the Seven Sisters.  

Pill is a village in North Somerset, England, situated on the southern bank of the 

Avon, about 4 miles northwest of Bristol city centre.  

Pill & Kingroad  -  Pill pilots competed fiercely but fairly among themselves to 

secure the right to direct a ship through the hazardous waters of the Bristol 

Channel. Their experience was essentia l to providing the safe passage of 

incoming (and outgoing) vessels through the Channel with its large tidal range of 

46 feet, strong currents, and shifting sand banks. Crewed by a pilot, a boatman 

(known as a western  man or westward  man) and an apprentice (boy), sailing 

cutters, built for speed, sought inward bound vessels. Each cutter (skiff) was 

marked with a number allocated by the Haven Master. The first cutter to hail a 

ship secured the right of pilotage and could guide the vessel to stretch es of the 

river where ships could anchor, at King Road, at the mouth of the Avon, or a little 

further up river at Hung Road, Pill.  

 

 

Fig. 2         Bristol Approaches  

 

Prawle Point  is the southernmost point of Devon. It is located just south west of 

East  Prawle which is Devon's southernmost village.  
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Fig. 3           A steamer with a steam tug under Clifton Suspension Bridge.                   

A post card, date unknown. Bristol Central Reference Library.  

 

Salisbury Dock  is a dock on the River Mersey, England, and part of the Port of 

Liverpool. It is situated in the northern dock system in Vauxhall and is connected 

to Nelson Dock to the north . 

 

South Stack  is an island situated just off Holy Island on the northwest coast of 

Anglesey, Wales.  South Stack Lighthouse, which was completed in 1809, is sited 

41 m (135 ft) above the sea on South Stack. Its lamp tower is 28 m (92 ft) - tall 

and the lighthouse complex covers seven acres (2.8 ha). There are over 390 

stone steps and 10 metal steps down to the footbridge.  
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Fig.  4                                    South Stack Lighthouse  
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Appendix G            Liverpool Overhead Railway  

 

 

Fig. 5                     Liverpool Overhead Railway Route  

 

Liverpool was once the world's second and the UK's largest seaport. The City was 

also a major manufacturing hub and thrived with the industrial revolution.  When 

Liverpool was at its height as a shippin g port the docks were chronically 

congested and by the turn of the twentieth century a solution had to be found. 

An elevated metro system was forwarded as an efficient way to move workers 

about the docks while leaving traffic along Dock Road relatively uni mpeded. Plans 

were drawn up using New York's pioneering elevated trains as an inspiration. The 

new system, the Liverpool Overhead Railway (LOR) would introduce several 

innovations not found at the time on New York's Els.  

The LOR would be electrified from t he onset, making it the first electrified 

elevated metro (ahead of Chicago) and it would also feature a pioneering 

automatic signalling system. New York's and Chicago's elevated networks have 

track  beds where debris and other material can fall from passing  trains, this was 

deemed unacceptable with the expensive cargo and number of workers passing 

beneath the line, therefore the track  bed was made waterproof. This waterproof 

character gave the system the nickname, the Docker's Umbrella, since it 

provided she lter when it rained for the many dock workers (Dockers as they were 

nicknamed).  

The LOR opened in 1893 making it the world's fourth oldest metro behind 

London's Underground, New York's El and Chicago's L. This system served 

primarily the dock estate and on ly ventured away from the docks at its two 

extremities. The southern extremity also featured a tunnelled portion including 

the lines southern terminus, Dingle, which was its only underground station. To 
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the north the system connected to the Lancashire & Yo rkshire Railway, which had 

been electrified with a third rail system in order to allow reciprocal operation 

between the two lines, though this was relatively short lived.  

The line was extended three times after the original segment opened in 1893. 

Addition ally several stations also opened and closed during the lines history. The 

line at its height measured 7 miles (11.4 km) in length and included 17 stations.  

The railway originally ran two -car trains, later three -car trains were ran though 

some two -car trai ns were also operated. Finally, all trains were standardized to 

contain three cars and this was continued until the line was closed. By 1918 the 

line had ordered all the rolling stock it ever would, but by W.W.II the trains were 

getting old. Since the line  did not have money to buy new stock they completely 

overhauled some train sets making them seem as if they were brand new. These 

overhauls taxed the finances of the cashed strapped company and the decline of 

industry and shipping in Liverpool with the war 's end only exasperated the 

situation.  

By the 1950s the deteriorating line required the entire track  bed to be replaced 

which would have cost millions of pounds, a sum the company could not possibly 

afford. Despite some attempts by local politicians the LO R could not be saved and 

on December 30, 1956 the line closed. It was not immediately torn down in the 

hope that something could be done to save the line, but finally in September of 

1957 demolition began.  

 

Fig. 6           Photograph of Liverpool Overhea d Railway  
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Dewi William's terrific site on the Liverpool Overhead Railway page includ es more 

great photos  

 

 

 

Fig. 7                         Liverpool North Docks system  

 

            Bramley Moore              Nelson             Salisbury           Princeôs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix H  Crew Lists Somerset Coast 1915  

1/1/1915 to 31/6/1915            
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1/7/1915 to 31/12/1915  
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