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1.0 Abstract

This report came about through the Welsh Wreck Web Research Project, instigated by The
Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU), during the COVID 19 lockdown period. It provided
anybody interested in Maritime Archaeology with a new stimulating outlet by engaging with a
constructive activity and undertaking some online research into specific wrecks around the North
Wales coast.

The Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) currently has a database of 453 (plus) shipwrecks
in the north end of Cardigan Bay in North West Wales. The list was compiled between 2001 and
2009 when MADU were working under licence on the Welsh designated wreck site known as
the Diamond. These wrecks date from 1590 to 1993 and very few have been investigated in any
depth. So, although it must be appreciated that this report is limited from being compiled entirely
from free online sources, it is hoped that it is as comprehensive as possible.

All such reports will be forwarded to the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW) and the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT).

The Stuart (barque) was built in Dundee in 1877 and registered in Liverpool. From online sources
the ship sailed from the UK to the West Coast of North and South America, UK to Asia, Asia to
South America and UK to Australia/New Zealand. On Apr 6% 1901 while sailing from Liverpool to
New Zealand the Stuart ran aground at Porth Ty-Mawr, Porth Colmon, Caernarfonshire. The ship
could not be refloated and remains a wreck on the coast to this today. Local history tells of the
salvaging conducted by local villagers and others of large amounts of whisky and other items.

As is the case with new research and an initial limited amount of information it became apparent
there was confusion about the name of the ship, since in some instances it was referred to as the
Stewart. Numerous official documents (see Appendix A-G) and photos (see Appendix P) are
available which ascertain with no shadow of a doubt that the correct spelling is STUART.
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3.0 Introduction
The Stuart barque was picked as:
e sailed during a period of sea trading which covered the world.
its” history and wrecking which became part of folklore in the Lleyn peninsula.

e the research would be conducted online, sufficient documentation should be available to
build a good history of the Stuart.

The following topics form the basis of the research:
e What were the vessel’s specifications?
e What historical information is available relating to the vessel?
¢ What was the story leading up to the sinking?
¢ What caused the sinking?

e What happened after the sinking? Has anyone previously investigated or researched the
vessel back story?

¢ Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on the site?
e Has any salvage, etc. been carried out?

e Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel?
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4.0 Background

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master
Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database

Date Vessel

Name | Location 1 Location 2 Details Matls Ref. Additional Notes
Wrecked Type
06/04/1901 | Stuart Lleyn Porth Ty-Mawr wrecked Barque iron rh, cargo: whisky / to: New Zealand /
Peninsula | /Porth Colmon on Easter ch, home port: Liverpool
Saturday iwj

In April 1901, the barque Stuart was towed out of Liverpool to begin a voyage to Wellington, New
Zealand. After being cast off, the Stuart set a course to pass South of Bardsey Island. However
due to the weather and poor seamanship the Stuart ran ashore at Porth Ty-Mawr/Porth Colmon,
Caernarfonshire (Fig 1, 2). Stuck fast on the rocks the Stuart’s cargo was salvaged and the ship
eventually broke up. The wreck of the Stuart can still be observed at low tide from shore and
dived on. (Appendix Q, T)

Fig 1: Location of Stuart Wreck at Porth Ty-Mawr, Lleyn Peninsular
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The site of the wreck of the Stuart
(52°52°52. 2238"North / 4° 4134 820" West)
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Fig 2: Location of Stuart Wreck at Porth Ty-Mawr, Lleyn Peninsular (Google Earth)
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5.0 Research Methodology

Computer System

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.

Windows 10Pro
Microsoft Office 2007

Search engines used: Google Chrome

Methodology

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks
Choose ship — Stuart (Barque)

-

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry & Mercantile Navy Listing
Found first listing of Stuart (barque) in 1879-80 Lloyd’s Registry

-

Using Google and Keyword Barque Stuart found websites/pages for

references.
From websites/pages listed reviewed

1

-

1

Ship Details
Ship Builders

Location Built
Specifications

Ship History Other Relevant
Voyages Information

Accidents & Incidences

-

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project
(North Cardigan Bay)
On-line research into the wreck of the
Barque Stuart (Barque)

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed
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Table 2: Stuart (Barque) Specification and History

Vessel Name/s STUART
Type Sailing vessel - Barque
General Cargo
Built Date Laid Down: N/A
Launched: 10/09/1877
Delivered: Nov 1877
Cost: N/A
Builder Alexander Stephen & Sons
Panmure Shipyard, Dundee; Yard#67
Construction Materials Iron-hulled
Decks Raised Quarterdeck 33ft, Forecastle 24ft
Depth of hold amidships 9.1ft
Bulkheads 1
Propulsion Type Sail
Details 3 mast barque: Fore and main masts rigged square, mizzen
fore and aft rigged. Jib-boom
Dimensions Length 202ft 5ins m
Beam 34ft 2ins m
Draught Forward 15ft 9ins m
Aft 16ft 2ins
Tonnage Gross 911.78 tons
Net 881.58 tons
Cargo 1370 tons deadweight
Owner First John Hay & Co
1877 Liverpool
Second Dower, Dickson & Co.
1880 Liverpool
Third Howard, Houlder, Wells & Co.
1896 Liverpool
Last Managing Owner: W.M. Richardson
1900 Liverpool
Registry Port Liverpool
Flag British
Number 76549
Code R.C.D.L.
History Routes Worldwide
Cargo General
Final Voyage From Liverpool 05/04/1901
To Wellington, New Zealand
Captain Robert Logan Mitchinson
First Officer | Arthur Samuel Blues
Crew 19 including 2 apprentices
Cargo Whiskey, stout, crockery, pianos, floor coverings, candles,
cotton bales
Wrecking Date 06/04/1901
Location Near Porth Ty Mawr,
52°51’'52.21”N, 004°41’'34.82" W
Cause Mistakes made by the master and chief officer
Loss of life | None
Outcome Total loss of vessel. Some cargo salvaged

10




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

7.0 Analysis

e The Stuart (barque) was built at Panmure Shipyard, Dundee by A. Stephen & Sons for John
Hay & Co. of Liverpool and launched on Sept 10t 1877. Her first captain was Captain
Foreman. A sister ship Overdale was also built at the same shipyard (Appendix A).

e Panmure shipbuilding yard, founded circa 1840, was occupied first by David Calman and then
by Alexander Stephen and Sons, who came to Dundee in 1844. Stephens built 168 vessels,
both timber and iron, including the LOCHEE, the BEAR, and the EASTERN MONARCH. Portable
covers, an Admiralty device, were used, and the first auxiliary screws were put into whaling
vessels. In 1894 after the death of William Stephen, the yard was taken on by the Dundee
Shipbuilders Co Ltd, who constructed RRS DISCOVERY, and from 1906 the Dundee
Shipbuilding Co Ltd. Closed circa 1940.

e The Stuart was primarily used to carry cargo between the UK, West Coast of North and South
America, Asia and Australia/New Zealand.

¢ From newspaper articles The Stuart was recorded:
> Jan 16 1879: sighted passing the Lizard eastwards from San Francisco with wheat.
> May 3 1879: sighted passing the Lizard westwards.
» May 24 1879: sighted 5N 23W travelling from London to Algoa Bay, South Africa.
» Jul 23 1879: the Norwegian Barque Formica in trying to beat out the Stuart carried away
the Stuart’s flying jib boom and damaged her own rail and main rigging. The incident
happened at Algoa Bay, Port Elizabeth, South Africa.

Jan 15 1880: sighted 49N 5W.

Jan 19 1880: passed Deal from New York for Gravesend in tow of Cambria (tug).
Jan 20 1880: arrived Gravesend.

Apr 11 1880: Cardiff to Callao Peru. Spotted at 2N 25W (see Appendix H, I).

Dec 04 1880: sighted 9N 119W travelling San Francisco to Liverpool.

VVVYVY

Jan 13 1881: sighted 56S 68W passing Cape Horn.

Jan 29 1881: sighted 26S 25W.

May 26 1881: sighted passing the Lizard westward.

Jun 11 1881: left Liverpool for San Francisco.

Sep 01 1881: 10-64%" shares were offered in the Stuart which had departed Liverpool for
San Francisco on Jun 11. The buyer’s interest would commence from the start of the
current voyage and at current rates of homeward freights. The Stuart is confidently
expected to leave a dividend at the rate of 24% per annum on the original cost of £225
per share, but freights are likely to rule even higher. Most of the shares on offer were
purchased at a price of £155.

> Nov 30 1881: left San Francisco for Liverpool.

VVVYYVY

» Mar 13 1882: left Liverpool for San Francisco.
» Apr 23 1882: sighted 15N 26W.

» Jan 22 1883: sighted at Dover passing eastwards from Iquique Chile to Hamburg.
» Apr 02 1883: sighted passing Beachy Head westward from Tyne for Valparaiso, Chile.

> Jan 21 1884: sighted at Dungeness passing eastward.
» Dec 20 1884: arrived Plymouth from Iquique Chile with nitrate.

» Apr 05 1885: sighted 5deg 49'N, 5W heading SW.
> Dec 21 1885: arrived Queenstown Ireland from Talcahuano Chile.
» Dec 30 1885: arrived Newry Northern Ireland, from Talcahuano Chile with wheat.

» Jan 26 1888: sighted passing East at Dungeness for Hamburg from Iquique, Chile.

11
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YV V V

VVVYVY

Y

>
>

Mar 26 1888: a collision occurred in South Shields Harbour between the barque Melanesia
of Liverpool and the barque Stuart of Liverpool. The Melanesia was being towed in when
opposite the middle dock; she took a shear and ran into the pier also colliding with the
Stuart. The Stuart was damaged in her stern with the Melanesia suffering damage to her
bow.

Apr 10 1888: Stuart sailing from South Shields went ashore at Beachy Head. She refloated
without assistance at 6:50am and proceeded west apparently undamaged.

Dec 18 1888: sighted 14S, 22W.

Dec 21 1891: at Huelva, Spain.

May 08 1892: arrived Santos Brazil from Barry Wales.
Dec 31 1892 arrived Rio de Janeiro from Rangoon Burma.

Jun 14 1893: left Rangoon, Burma for Santos Brazil. On Sept 14 at 23deg 16'S, 40deg
48W crewman Henry Gorman was lost overboard. Two other crew members who also went
overboard managed to scramble back aboard. The captain Master John Stitch was found to
have committed a grave error not launching a lifeboat or attempting a rescue. The Stuart
arrived in Santos on Sept 26 (Appendix K). The incident was investigated at a Board of
Trade inquiry in Liverpool on June 29 1894.

Nov 01 1893: left Santos, Brazil for NZ.

Jan 27 1894: left Lyttelton NZ for London.
1894: London to Newcastle NSW.
Nov 07 1894: sighted 8S 33W.

After arriving in Philadelphia in Aug 1895, Captain Quick of the Stuart informed authorities
that while taking onboard a cargo of guano at the Lobos Islands off the coast of Chile, a
Chilean warship arrived and peremptorily ordered him to discontinue alleging the land
belonged to Chile and not Peru. The warship in addition to obliging the Stuart to depart
arrested the workers onshore.

Oct 22 1896: sighted 11S 25W, travelling from Valparaiso Chile to Cork (Queenstown)
Ireland.

Feb 10 1897: departed Gravesend for Mauritius.

Feb 11 1897: sighted off Deal in tow passing west.
July 21 1897: arrived Calcutta from Mauritius.

Aug 30 1897: departed Calcutta.

Dec 01 1897: arrived at Valparaiso Chile from Calcutta.

Oct 06 1898: sighted 26S 25W steering SE from New York.
Jun 28 1899: arrived Valparaiso Chile from Rangoon Burma.

Jan 16 1900: sighted Point Lynas, Anglesey in tow.
Oct 03 1900: left Tocopilla Chile for Queenstown Ireland.

Jan 05 1901: sold by Houlder, Howard, Wells for £5000 after passing her No. 2 Survey.
Jan 29 1901: sighted off the Lizard passing eastwards.

In the timeline listed above a ship could be sighted by two means. The first means would be by a
lighthouse or sighting point on land e.g. The Lizard, Deal where ships would be constantly
passing. The second means would be called “spoken to”. This is where two ships identify each
other while passing and normally would take place way out to sea. Depending on where the ship
was “spoken to” that information may not be conveyed ashore for up to 6-8 weeks. It should be
remembered that for long periods of time, no one knew where these ships were after they left a
port. Looking through the newspaper archives many ship just disappeared after leaving a port.

12
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> Apr 5 1901: at noon Barque Stuart was towed out of Liverpool to start her voyage to New
Zealand by the tug Knight Templar. The pilot disembarked at 2pm and the Stuart
remained under tow.

> Apr 6 1901: at 1lam the Stuart was cast-off at which time the South Stack bore ESE and
distant about 6 miles. The wind direction was SSE and freshening and the Stuart sailed on
a port tack roughly in a SW direction. With an increasing wind at noon the Stuart broke off
to the west with the overall course up to this time in a WSW direction. At noon the Stuart
position was agreed to be at 53deg 14’N, 5deg 38'W. At the same time the Stuart was
brought around to a starboard tack to head SE (see Appendix M). The Stuart continued on
this course in varying visibility. At 8:30pm the captain went below instructing the 15t mate
to take a sounding at 10pm as he expected to see the Caernarfon Bay light between 10 to
11pm. Just before 9pm a light was spotted on the portside and shortly after land was
sighted in the poor conditions. An order was given to hard up but by then land was sighted
all around. At 9:10pm the Stuart went aground at Porth Ty-Mawr, Porth Colman,
52°51’52.21” N, 004°41'34.82” W. Blue lights were lit to attract attention. At 9:30pm
due to the big surf, being firmly stuck on the rocks and taking on water the crew took to
the lifeboat and drifted around until dawn.

» Apr 7 1901: shortly after dawn the crew returned to the Stuart to retrieve the ships papers
and crews belongings. The lifeboat then rowed ashore where the crew disembarked with
no casualties.

> Apr 8 1901: depositions of Robert Logan Mitchinson (Master, Cert #025875). Arthur S.
Blues (mate, Cert #032542), Charles Whitehead (A.B, 1°278-79-80-81) were taken.

> April 8 1901: the Liverpool Salvage Association sent an assessor to the Stuart who
reported that the Stuart was lying ¥4 mile west of Porth Colmon, on rocks heading NE,
broadside to the sea and listing 8 deg seaward. Depth of water alongside was 10ft aft with
water rising and falling in the hold with the told. The ground was very uneven with large
boulder through the bottom between the main mast and after hatch. In this position the
Stuart would be sure to break up in strong winds from westward. Lighters were already
alongside but he also recommended sending a small steamer to save as much of the
stores and cargo as possible.

> April 11 1901: the Liverpool Salvage association reported that 50 packages had been
recovered from the Stuart principally earthen ware, hardware and 6 pianos, 5 of which
were almost dry. Due to bad weather the steamer conducting the salvage operation had to
leave for shelter due to strong NNE wind and sea.

> April 16 1901: the Liverpool Salvage association officer reported the Stuart broke into 3
pieces at 7am. The wreck listed seaward and part of the remaining cargo washed out and
scattered out or smashed on the coast. However attempts will be made to salvage as
much as possible (see Appendix N).

» May 2 1901: a formal inquiry was conducted in Liverpool where the cause of the wrecking
was attributed to the reckless manner in which the Stuart was navigated after being cast
off by the tug. The Master, Robert L. Mitchinson was suspended for 6 months and First
Officer Arthur S. Blues suspended for 3 months. The formal inquiry of the wrecking of the
Stuart can be found in Appendix O.

» The Stuart carried a mixed cargo of pianos, cotton bales, porcelain, whisky and glass Codd
bottles. The latter, made of green glass with glass marble in the neck are marked 'Gifford
Plowman & Co, Napier' and were made by Cannington, Shaw & Co, at St Helens,
Lancashire (see Appendix P, R).

» Upon hearing of the wreck, a lot of the lighter cargo which could be removed by hand was
“salvaged” by local villagers. Many stories have been told of the wreak “salvagers”
including a Sunday school party and other individual and groups who helped remove some

13
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of the lighter cargo. Barrels of whisky were reported buried bottles shoved down rabbit
holes. Some are still being found because at the time they were so much under the
influence they couldn’t remember where they’d hidden them, and the party went on for
months. There was also an account of one man injuring his back while trying to carry a
grand piano up the cliff. As the wreck disintegrated bales of cotton were carried away by
the tide. A story from the time describes how a bale was washed ashore on Bardsey with a
rat clinging to it. But an islander spotted him and he was shot. Today items from the
Stuart can be found in houses locally (see Appendix R).

There’s no doubt that 1901 was a memorable year in the area and there was considerable
concern amongst the nonconformist religious leaders in LIlyn. Many poems and ballads were
written about the occasion, along with scathing sermons from chapel pulpits, condemning the
behaviour of the masses for taking advantage of their free gifts that arrived by boat that Easter.
The ‘Stuart’ was the subject of poetry and essays at eisteddfodau. One of the tubes from the
‘Stuart’ was on the shore amongst the yellow rocks for many years and part of the body of the
ship itself can be seen at very low tide. This place got a new name because of the shipwreck -
Porth Wisgi.

At the Eisteddfod in Rhoshirwaun in 1902, the subject set was the ‘Stuart’ and the winner was
John Owen, Brychdir. Below is a translation of another composition, this time by Gwilym y Rhos
(Wil Crydd / *Will the Cobbler”).

Y Stewart / The Stewart

Aeth llestr fawreddog o Lerpwl A prestigious vessel departed from Liverpool
I drwbwl os coeliwch yn awr, Trouble if you think now
Yn raddol fe'i gwnaethpwyd yn 'sgyrion Gradually it was made into 'scones
Ar greigiau melynion Tymawr; On the yellow rocks of Tymawr;
Barck hardd ydoedd Stewart, rhaid cyfarch Stewart was a beautiful barke, a greeting
Yn edrych fel Alarch ar lyn, Looks like a Swan on a lake,
Ond creigiau Llangwnadl er syndod But Llangwnadl rocks surprisingly
A wnaethant ei difrod pryd hyn Did they damage her then

And he went on to describe the event slightly more humorously: ‘Who was seen on the beach at
Porth Llyfesig in so disrespectful a state, on the edge of the meadow of Trefgraig, looking like a
body in a coffin? Eight others drinking so heavily in a sweaty and querulous way, till they were
rendered so very helpless by too much of a store of old wine. Who was the young woman full of
whisky that violently demanded the bottles and then undoubtedly hid them in her bloomers? The
bloomers so quickly released all the liquor to the ground. It ran like a slim yellow river on the
small beach at Porth Ty Mawr.’

At Pen-y-Graig literary association in 1925, the subject was ‘A brief essay on the embarking and
wreck of the ship Stuart on the rocks of Porth Ty Mawr, LIyn’. The winner was J.0. Roberts, Ty
Mawr Penllech: ‘The ‘stain’ of the blood on the lips was proof that some people had no way of
pulling the cork from the bottle. So there was nothing for it but to strike the neck against a rock
and pour the hot liquid inside them, forgetting about the sharp edges of glass! In one place
slightly out of the way a cask had been opened by knocking in one end of it and it was discovered
very soon what it contained - ‘whisky’! Necessity is the mother of invention as the saying goes -
one was seen taking off his shoe and drinking from it as if it were the best kind of glass, another
drinking from a tobacco box. Nearby was a small stream, as clear and clean as crystal,
whispering its way between the stones; and flowing in small waterfalls over the rocks down to the
sea, its course as clean as the air. But man preferred to sear his innards, dull his brain, harden
his conscience like iron, and throw his soul to threatened destruction with the liquid from the cask
rather than take the drink provided by God - water. Such foolishness - and for how long?’

14
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Information on Gifford, Plowman & Co, Napier New Zealand

Gifford Plowman & Co was based in Napier, New Zealand at the intersection of Shakespeare Road
and Battery Road. Prior to 1894 they were known as Thomson, Gifford & Company before
William Plowman joined in the purchase of them. They were manufacturers of aerated water and
cordials, vinegar brewers and bottlers, culinary essence makers. They were also direct importers
of essential oils, spice grinders and packers and importers of brewers’ sundries, bottlers’ aerated
waters and machinery (see Appendix S).

Information on Cannington, Shaw & Co., St. Helens, Lancashire, (1875-1913)

Edward Cannington entered the glass business in the firm of Cannington, Reynolds & Fry at
Bristol, England, sometime prior to 1872. He sold his interest in the firm in 1872 and began glass
manufacture in Liverpool. Cannington joined with John Shaw in 1875 to form the Sherdley Glass
Works under the management of Cannington, Shaw & Co. By 1889, the Sherdley Glass Works
employed 870 workers and in 1892 Cannington Shaw became a limited company. The partners
were John Cannington, Edwin Cannington and John Shaw. The reorganized firm now employed
1,188 workers. In 1895, Cannington, Shaw & Co. Ltd. was having so much of a problem with
pilfering from both employees and outsiders that the firm claimed it lost about 172,800 in that
year alone. The factory suffered a major fire on September 22, 1898, that destroyed a huge
warehouse, holding 430,000 bottles. The company began using an Ashley machine in 1897 and -
along with Bagley & Co. - purchased the assets of the Ashley Bottle Co. on March 22, 1899, and
divided the existing machines between the two firms.
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations

The project was largely researched by Liz Meherzi who put together the history of the ship and its
wrecking in April 1901. The data was handed over to Gareth Davies who conducted a search of
the Stuarts’ history via the British Newspaper Achieves from 1877 to 1901. From this a recorded
timeline where the Stuart had sailed was compiled although there are still gaps in the
information.

Having compiled and read the report I believe we have collated sufficient information on the
history of the Stuart (barque) from when it was built to her wrecking at Porth Ty-Mawr, Porth
Colmon, Caernarfonshire in April 1901.

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry
Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject.
The quantity and quality of the WebPages, appeared dependant on the targeted audiences and
the amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were
extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the
operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some minor discrepancies
observed.

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was
obtained from other sources.

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out
first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. While conducting the
newspaper search the word Stuart was found in a lot of ships names. However once the other
ships were identified they could be quickly passed by. Importantly even if not sure it is good
practise to note anything that although doesn’t look correct might in fact be correct. An example
in this research was a ship called the Stuart travelled from Rangoon to Rio Janeiro. At first it was
thought to be another named Stuart ship. However later in another document examined, it was
found that the Stuart did ply that route so the data was included.

The Stuart (barque) appears to have played an important role in the British shipping industry
sailing between the UK to North/South America v/v, UK to Asia v/v, Asia to South America v/v,
UK to Australia/New Zealand v/v.

The Stuart is a well documented wreck dive site. For detailed information see The Essential
Underwater Guide to North Wales. Volume One, Part One ...Chris Holden.

16




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

9.0 References

9.1 Online WebPages

The following websites and pages have been used in the compilation of this report:

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
Keyword: Stuart Barque, RCDL

http://clydeships.co.uk/view.php?alPageSize=75&official nhumber=& mo=&builder=&builder eng
=&year built=&launch after=&launch before=&role=&propulsion=&category=&owner=&port=&f
lag=&disposal=&lost=&al0rder=Sorter types&alDir=DESC&alPage=412&ref=55128&vessel=ST
UAR

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/271330/details/stuart

http://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/appropriation/76549

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?data/viewimages

https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/whisky-bottles-still-being-washed-2702567

https://www.google.co.uk/

https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/ships/stuart-1877/search/everywhere:stuart-
24000/page/1

https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/casualty-returns
https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online

http://www.mun.ca/mha/1881/crewfindingaid1881.php?LastName=&boolean1=AND&FirstName=
&boolean2=AND&VesselName=&boolean4=AND&OfficialINo=76549

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-Cyc06Cycl-t1-body1-d2-d7.html

https://plimsoll.southampton.gov.uk/SOTON Documents/Plimsoll/16418.pdf

http://www.rhiw.com/y mor/shipwrecks/The Stuart.htm

https://sha.org/bottle/pdffiles/CS&Co.pdf

https://wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?17196

9.2 Personal Correspondences

We would like to thank Mr Ian Cundy for supplying the initial information and other information
with regards to the research project.

9.3 Publications

Shipwrecks of North Wales, Revised and Updated 4™ Edition, Ivor Wynne Jones
Shipwrecks Around Wales, Vol 1, Tom Bennett
The Essential Underwater Guide to North Wales. Volume One, Part One ...Chris Holden
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Appendices:

Appendix A: Stuart Launch Announcement
Dundee Evening Telegraph Sept 10t 1877

Appendix B: Mercantile Navy List 1878, Stuart

5 | Inter . T
: Name of Ship . 2 | uational | 5§ | Nomeand Address of Sole Registered Oy
Official and Rig. | Where built. g E‘C_ode &g or of Managing Owner when
No. Port of Registry. . g (if gany)_ 2& there are more Owners than One,
31110 Bﬁaeti : gm.kasamana. Swami, | Bg. | Coringa . | 1868 e 102 | Mohidin Abdulcader Meyapulle, Kandy,
: olombo.
41044 | StreeLutchmiNarsimulu, Rangoon| Bg. | Nursapore . | 1864 . 109 | Koppadi Tatayya Dain, Nursapore,
30817 | Stree Vencatayswerloo, Madras . | Bk, | Coringa. ~ . |1868| - ., 481 | Govnidaram Jay ul Doss, a8,
6326 | Strickland, St. John's, N.F.L. . | Bo. | Pr. Ed. Is. . [ 1872 - 131 | Peter G. Tessier, 8t. John's, N.F.L.
67483 | Strive, Yarmouth . | Dy. |Southtwn,,8uff,| 1875 . 48 | ‘George Henry Eacher, Gorleston, Suffolk,
68651 | Striver, Hull. .+ . . | K. |Hul ., .|1872 . 68 | James Holder, Hull, ;
65768 |*Striver, Kirkwall . | In (@) @ | - .. 4 | Wm.. Leith, i
60730 { Striver, Ramsgate .+ .| Dy. | Lowestoft 1870 e 45 | EMas John dullen, Ramsgate, i
28257 | Striver, Yarmouth « « | Dy. | Rye . .| 180 ]| P.V.QR 42 | 'Wm. Harrison, Yarmouth, Norfolk, i
19106 | Strood, London . . . .| 8pl | Frinds .| 1839 ‘e 36 | John Flower, Bow, London. i
11658 | Stroud Packet, Gloucester . . . |Brimscomb,Glo.| 1823 - 62 | Oliver Cam, Saul, Gloucestershire. [
79203 | Struan, 8t. John, NNB. . .| 8. 8t. John, N.B.| 1877 | 8.V.K. 1473 | William A. Robertson, Liverpool, Lancashir:
© 30659 | Struggler, Colombo . . .| 8r. | Rangoon .| 1860 L.R.Y 62 | Anthony Twarte Artare Rater, Colomby,
76349 | Btuart, Liverpool . . . .| Bk |Dundée. . [1877 | R.O.D.L [ 881 | John Hay, 28, Brunswick St., Livernool.
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Appendix C: Lloyd’s Registry 1879, Stuart

_ rathspey <|G.Muche ‘ HIRELR I RIE R T A i [W. Thomson | Dundee [Lon, [11] ‘
UH ;’_&\'A\l,mr,f,"s',,//,,,/ ‘ ;3; R.Q.D32YL. DundeeSh.Co. |1mo, |A\.acr.1 ]L Gﬂgi
ILF, 4,0V Durkie | PG 1 DE2erB. | Dun, | 1
ll-PStrattonAuileySFRivln-dsu! 0981202:5 3621 1] coevvnreerrennnennens PortGlasgow|1864{Glen&Co. | Liverp'l ‘Cﬂ'. “ ‘Al
05 Iron 2[:‘1I,IJ| ’ 3;5 PAYLE3L, e T5 Denvan Gmo, |ss.Liv.No3-75 .r.s.('ll'..Vu.‘l—79 5,79

LP Cem.75 2 Dks
}Strauss S('\vh’tmll,ll\'Dui>1n-y_- 598)224:5128:2/17-3|C1.2Cy28"6561"-30" [Stockton  |1872|Norddeutscher Bremen Lon.. | agA]
| | Iron  4B.HdsEHGuisherg S11| P45/ 1307,  [10lb. 120HP. MC.72Pearse Jmo, Lloyd A.Lcp,| H'lgﬁ'ﬁﬂli
18 Com.72 ™8 720|577 iyt Blair§C.(Lim.)Stektn ptdowblebottomse Bhn. No 1-17 dy 50
i Strelna  Scwsr 664(202:6306]14-32Cy. 90HP.|Sunderland |1864{CMNorwood London |
1 Tron | 8581 P 10310us &Co.
or | 0665 {m-zn'ﬂ;;. A‘.,,‘.-,;‘:.,,(l- Scbidle | See Vo |16 in Supplementy
Al eStreonshalh Sew|Lethe  |1022{254:8134°1/20-5[C.1.2y.32'860"-30"[Whithy  |[1877| T.Turnbull, Whitby |Wtb.| |100Al
*’?’*“r Iron  58.1ds|Forlune isi’a' R.Q.D.8S§/t.P3T7fT0Ib, HOHP.| Turnln/@rp7912mo.|  Son&Co. ALCP.|  [L],7 dosdae
s . Com. 77| | VDE2trB. Iron i\ BlairC.A Lim.)Stektn|lioyn'sMC,1 | 5 donlile bottom| 16871, [G4E,), —
B Strickland  DolGrant } 1311 89:2{28'5] 98] iisisisanriorons weos [PE.Tsland [1872|P&LTessier |StJohns PEL | & ]
,7\‘(}3;6 LB, |Salted ' i(’):'} yndman 10mo. 10,72"
) 4 Stuart Bk[Fursman | 8811202°5[34-2191f .....oovieiviiarenn [Dundee 1877 RHas&ComLiverp'l (Dun.| |100All
iy n 18.Hd, D121 0.0.D33LEAS Stephen 9mo. | Doward, Dickson A.&Cl‘.‘ 02
pi Cen.77 855/ | Dy, 1, T L &Co, Lou. 9,80/
* Student  SewSi| 461(204°7/26-1/16:6{C.20y.25"£50"-80", |Liverpool 1871 [taly
R 7271 P.514onsF5tons [17h. 951IP.| Bowdler |
: | | 642 L Taylor§Co. Birkahd
WD R~Bridge deck 30 foet long. P, 30 ft—Poop 30 feet long. F. 30 ft.—Forecastle 30 foet long, Brk*18 tons.—Break 16 tons, C—Compound. 1. Iuverted-
illirizony, ().~—ﬂni”ulln.';,e I;),"—y-Dinqnnnl.. L.—D{Errr.f"ﬂ:'ﬁanu ufh; Cy. ll-':;m‘:mel I)i;l/r‘:'drrozg' Cylinders n»[::,rlcngf;mqf ufro:':'o'u inchey, WI}"i;::rn before ’l‘ill':;hf

:,.., N Eds per aquure ineh, HP, with figures prefixed—the Horse Power, When stated is taken from the Ship's Register, hut is of course no indieation of !h96
§ 1B NEA&B. —New Engines and Boilers.  MC.—Machinery Certified by Makers, v.-Felt. C.—Coppered, YM.—Yellow Metalled, Im.—Light water-\o | ¢
W"’m Boltr,  G.1.B.—Galvanized Iron Bolts. c.f. and C.F.—Copper Fastened, C.T.—Copper Fastened sustead of Treenails, per Section 46,  Cl—Clincher,
UM Irp.—Large repairs, _srp.—Some vepairs, _ drp.—Damage vepairs,  ND.—New Deck.  Ntsds,—New Top-sider, NW,~New Wales,  ws.—Wales
ldmll “N':' Keel, ~ xxlsn.—New Keelson, ~ plk.—Plank,  vetrld.—Retreenailed.  Alm.rb.—dAlmost rebuilt,  Mat.—Materials,  ptOM.—Part old Materials,
furthes § ('"“‘:-CO"'“IM_'. H.T.—Half-time Survey, 8.8.—8pecial Survey, A&e.v.~Anchors and Chaing Proved, Sce Kry to the Register,
information respecting the Classification of Ships, see the Society's printed Rules, also the Key to the Register, following the List of Subscribers.

N.B: Note owners Doward, Dickson & Co.

Appendix D: Lloyd’s Registry 1896, Stuart

v 1,10 I
tuart 0 'HOUM Lo | 187710 Suephenk (h2°5‘34'2|l9'ltnmol }Il- l
Wonk | Jswam  wAntNodam  1pkeeniosn-881] BN laaer | ] e | Soms TNk ™ "
“([Kugste,0n,

nlowNol W 1AHCm |~'"0'I‘Iln')tlllml
fuart H.Dunn~ w 48 1877} Dickoen  [P.RIskod [t Buan” " 16481207812

N.B: Note owners Houlder, Howard, Wells & Co.

19




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

Appendix E: Lloyd’s Registry 1900, Stuart (Final Entry of Stuart)

: i | | —— () ' v
¢ ' A |
. No.of 0 U OEEAEIUWhon) DByWhom, | Whe
{at ™4 " ‘ ’ Flag
| : o d
0 137 Al dlosiotie IronB i Lon | ¢ 187714 Stephend o¢ - [loward:Houldem 12025/84°2119° Livervo
A .‘.l 1 ! W f A | . Anf)l‘lmu‘* 4 w2y ! P00
..4\(4!‘ | .“"ﬂﬂq - “:J-.,. Ul (1t 18 Wk " L, B rltlab
L ,,' , ey ; | A ALl ( VA Nicholsond !

N.B: Owners Listed as Newark Shipping Co. Ltd

Appendix F: Lloyd’s Register Returns of Ship Totally Lost, Condemned,
etc (for 1st April to 30" June 1901

(g.) Wrecked.

* (Under this heading are included vessels loat through stranding, or striking rocks, sunken wrecks, &c¢.)

No, im

| i
Reg. | ! Tons :Nation-j!)escrip-!

Book. | Vessel's Name, |(Net.) t ality,  tion. . Voyage. ' Cargo. Circumstances and place. | Date.

1-02.| | | ; ) _

I u84 ] Stuart -ceeeeeeeeeenn 881 ‘ T.E. ‘ L Bk. | Liverpool— General....., 4 miles N. of Bardsey.......cceerens "6th April,
| Wellington, X.Z. i ;

—

20




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project Nautical Archaeology Society

Appendix G: Stuart Survey Conducted, October 1877 in Dundee
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Appendix H: Agreement and Account of Crew for Voyage, London to
Callao Peru 1880

) | A 0 W/f/

u‘uc.m, or Alteration i lhl A ent will be void undess altested by some Superintendent ofu Meroantile Ilmu Office, Oﬁm of Crstoms, Consul,
sons interested,

iee-Connl, tab- made/with the consent of the per:
T AGREEMENT No. 92535
e “AG\REF‘M ENT AND ACOOUN T OF CREW. (o /ﬁ@’

(FOREIW ’ W/& 3

; Engagenent Fe ...
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And the Crow agree to conduct themselves in an °1'd°l'1]: Tat, and uobur manner, and to bu at all tlmss diligent in t.he res tivo Duties, and :
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Appendix I: 1880 Crew List for Voyage from U.K. to Callao, Peru
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Appendix J: Record of Transmission of Seaman’s Wages, April 1881
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Appendix K: Inquiry conducted in Liverpool June 29 1894 on loss

of life Sept 14 1893

(No. 4945.)
“STUARTY

The Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1887,

Ix the matter of a formnal Investication held at
the Magistrates” Room, Liverpool, on tho Z6th
and 27th days of Tune 1894, belfove W. J. STEWART,
Esquire, nesisted by Ceptain Kwox, BRI, Coptain
Ricuanpsos, nnd Captuin Husnes, into the eir-
comstences attending ihe cosanlty which happened
on board of the Dritish sailing ship * Stvanr,™ of
Liverpool, in lnt. 28° 16" 8. and long. 407 48° W.,
on the 14th September 189S, whereby loss of Jife
ensgmed.

Ttaport of Cewrd,

The Court, having carefully inguired into the cir-
enmstances attending the above-mentioned shipping
eapualyy, finda, for the ronsons stated in the anonex
hereto, that tha sailor, Henry Gormen, lost his life by
being washed oft the jibboom of the vessel, owing to
her making & benvy plunge. The Couorn considers the
master committed a grave error of judgment, for
which the Court is of opinion that he is worthy of
Censure.

Dated this 27th day of June 1804,

(Signed) W J. B1pwanr, Judge.

We concar in the nbove report.
[Signed) Hesuy Ksox, 1
Claptamm RN
Gro. RiCIARDSUN, j‘ Assessors.
K. B, Hucugs,

Annea fo the Report,

The ** Stuart,” official nomber 76,5349, i3 o British
gailing wessel, barguo rigged, belonging to the Povt of
Liverpool. She was bulds of ron at Dundee in the
year 1877, her registored tonnoage being BEL35 tons,
She carvied fomr bopta, two ol which were lifebouts ;
one lifeboat and n smaller boar were stowed on choeks
abaft the foremast, the other lifeboat and smaller boat
abait the maivimast on skids, lus some distance forward
aof the davits tor lsunching them, The ** Stuart™ is the

ropergy of Blr. Nicholas P, Forsman and others,

r. John Barker, of 5, Romlord Place, bring the
managing owner.

The **Stuert " lelt Bansoon for Santos, Brazil, on
the 14th June 18393, with o cargo of 1354 tons of rice,
and o erew of ninetecn bands all told, Her draught of
water, in fresh water, on leaving was 18 0. 5 in. for-
ward amd 18 fe ¥ in. aft,  Bhe was under the commpnd
of Mr. John Stitch, who holds w master's certificate of
competency, Mo, 4,790, All appesrs to have gone well
ep to noon of the 14th of Seprember, when the ' Stusck ™
was in Iatitude 25° 16' 8., longitude 40° 48 W, At
8 p.m. on that morning she wes onder all sail with a
moderate broese from the 5.W. The wind freshening
during the forenoon, with o rising eca, the light soils
were wken in, ond of noon sho wos ander all plain sail
close hauled on the port taek, Shortly after, the wind
and sen incroasing, she wos tacked 1o the southward,
and the maiu and lore topgellant enils and mizen
topmnet stoyenil were farled, the vesscl oceasiopally
plunging into the bhewd seas. The muster, who woes on
declk, says that at this time the speed was 43 knots, and
thet he goave orders to che second mate, who was in
chorge of the wateh, to take in the spanker and ouwter
jib if the wind inerensed, nnd then left the deck. This
does not apree with the evidence of the second wmats,
who says that the vesacel was going from 7 to 8 knots
through the water, that the order he received from
the muater woes to baol down tho eater jib aod take in
the spanker ag once, thot ke went forward believing

that the moster remained on the poop in charge of
the ship, where he left him sittirg on the skylght.
After the jib wns honled down he ordered Mitchel,
Hendrickeam, sod Gormon to stow it, end while they
were out om the boom the ship made a hervy plun
und 0 sea broke over the jibboom and forecastie head,
washing the second mate dewn on to the maindeck,
and the three men on the jibloom overboard. Two,
bowever, succeeded in ;E;t.t.mg on board again, but
Gorman, who appears to have struck something, foated
past the ship to leewnrd, appercntly lilclezss, The helm
wis immediately put down snd the sails kept shaking,
when the master, who had bewrd the shout A mon
overbonrd,” enme on deck and, seeing Gorman in the
waoter, threw him o rvope, s did two olbher men who
were on deck. The evidenee of the moster and the
other men who saw Gormon in the weter is substan-
tinlly the enme—thet he was floating jost onder water
with his head down, motionleas, and without any ap-
pearnues of life, ‘The lifebost was ordered to be got
ready, whon Campbell the corpentor, who was ot the
stern, reported that he saw Gorman sink and disappear.
The master then geve orders to secore the boot, and
the veseel wos put on her course and arrived at Bantos
on the 26th September 1803,

At the conclusion of the evidenee, Mr. Paxton, for the
Board of Teade, submitted the following guestions for
the opinion of the Cowrt :—

1. Did the vessel carry the boats and other life-siving
apparatns regnired by law, and wers they 5o kept as o
be at all times fit and ready for nae

2. Before sending the men ont on the jibboom to pat
the cater jib, ought sny pnd if so what precantions
ghould have been taken to aveid riek of life ? .

3. Whnt was the canse of Henry Gormon being
wazhed ofl the jibboom P

+. Was every possible effort made to save Gorman's
life B

5. Were the master and second officer, or was either of
them, in defaule in regard to ooy of the nbove msttera #

The Board of Trode are of the opinion that the certi-
ficates of the moaster and second officer should be deals
with.

Ir. Norman Eill, having addressed the Court on
behalf of the master, the Cowrt gave judgmentas above,
and returned the following answers to the questions of
the Boord of Trade :—

1. The wessel enrried the beats and other saving
apparatus requived by law. They were not kept go as
to be at wll times ik and rendy for use, inasmuch &3 the
two alter bonts were aome distance forward of the davits,
and bad not their respective tsckles hooked on, so 23 to
be ready for immodinte use, .

2, Precuusions should bave been taken to avoid risk.
More snil might bave been taken in to ease the ship,
or che might have beon kopt away three or four points
wntil the jib was furled and the men hed got safely
in on deek again.

3. The ship made a hesvy plunge, and Henry Gorman
was washed overboard.

4. The ship wos luiled upin the wind and ropes were
threwn overboard, A life-buoy, althongh ready, was
not thrown, nor was & boat lowered, ns the master
gtated that it would have taken about twenty minutes
to get ber ont. Henry Gorman wes scen passing the
ehip uoder water, ng il either dead or stunwoed, by
several of the witnesses, incleding the master, who did
nok think that any fursher effiort would bave been of any
avail. The Court thinks that farther efort should have
been made.

5. The master committed a grove error of judgment
in respect of the matters referred to in the second and
fourth answers.

(Signed) W. J. ErewarT, Judge,
We concar in the above report.

(Signed) Hewny Kxox,
Captain H.N.,
Gronce HICHARDSON,
L M. Hucues,

Agaesaora.
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Appendix L: Report of Survey for Repairs, Feb 1897




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project

Nautical Archaeology Society

Appendix M: Stuart Planned v Actual Route, April 1901

Loss of the Stuart
April 6th 1901

Under Tow
------ Intended Course

Actual Course

Due to weather conditions the Stuart was not as far South as thought when it
started its tack in a S.E direction. As a result instead of passing South of Bardsey
Island it ran aground approximately 4 miles North of Bardsey Island at Porth Ty-

Mawr, Porth Colmon, Caernarfonshire
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Appendix N: Newspaper Articles of Stuart Wrecking

Lloyd's List - Mos

hil for Fredrikshavn,
‘hors 2ud chains, with
Lily:

e bawvqué Ax, df this
Jhristisnia Fjord) for
., in the North Sea, in
rew szved and landed

iloti, Italy, April 7,
ian steamer Kemeny
ro Channel,
Ve
, April 7,5 19 p.m.—
iire, arrived at Barry
crew of the French
» for Nantes: both
Jorth Coast of France.
n.
pril 7, 5 35 p.m.—
assed west 1040a.m.,

- —2__90_2

Lloyd's List - Friday

RY BOARI

1day 08 April 1901 =

be saved. Weather too rough to do anytning.

SEBLMA (s).—Lemvig, April 6.—The steamer Selma,
stranded Lere, has become a wreck. She is full of
water and broken in two. A small portion of the in-
ventory has been saved, but the rest of it, together
with the cargo, must be counsidered as lost.

STUART.—Puwllheli, April 8, 8 45 a m.—Barque |
Stoart, Livedpool for New Zealand, general cargo,
ashore four miles north of Bardsey : crew saved.

STUART.—Carnarvon, April 8, 9 52 a. m.—Barque |
Stuart, general cargo, ashore near Porthcolmon, South
Carnarvonshire.

STUART.—Carnarvon, April 8, 12 15 p.m.—Sub-
agent at Porthcolmon wires : —Stuari in_bad position,
strong westerly winds blowing, otherwise prospects of
salvage good ; lighters alongside awaiting instructions.

STUART.— Liverpool, April 8, 12 30 p.m.—The
Liverpool Salvage Association have despatched a
special officer to the barque [Stuart] ftranded near

Bardsey.

1idav 19 Apnril 10¢
1aay 12 :xi/lﬂ 1001

“ Tarleton Castie ” (s) when coming Out oI UArson yes-

terday.

STRAITS OF IMENAZX (s).—London, April 12.—
The Balvage Association have received the following
mmwammwmu.
re Btraits of Menai :—Funnel gone, uptake and smolke-
box damaged, steam piping, ventilators, steering rods,
rails, boat, sails, tarpaulins, hawser, compass lost or
damaged. Contract repairs 4,100 dollars. Extras
about 500 dollars.

BSTUART.— Liverpool] April 12, 11 57 a.m.—Liver-
pool Salvage Association report re Einari that their
officer advises having discharged yesterday 50 packages,
wbdpdbmmadmabdxm
five of which were almost dry, when steamer was com-
pelled to leave for shelter, owing to strong NNE wind
and sea.
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Jones, Cerrigy-
leddren; T. E.
(o dan arwein-

D. J. Hughes,

|
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Tuesday 16 April 1901

u am lwyddiant John Thomas,
mab Mr W. Thomas, Ty'nybuarth, a nai
. o Boy.  Eniliodd
s e 1 1
S
yayr .

Liangynog. — Uwnacth aclodeu
cglvys y istaard Chlfinaidd grym y-
¢rech i addurno ou capel. Casglwyd sym-
isu o arian at yr ackos. Y mae clod yu
Cdyledus i Mr J. 0. Rees, Ysgal y Bwrdd,
om ei weithgarwch.

Liangwnadl, — Nos Sadwra
aeth y barque “Stuart” i’ lad yn Porth Ty-
Mawr, Llangwnadl. Yr oedd niwl tewar y
pryd. Yr oedd y llong yn myned o Ler-
pwl i New Zealand gyda lwyth cymysg.

Achubwyd yr oll o'r dwylaw — 19 mewn

J. Wynne, mifer.

L B L Y . FORSS. PN PN

Ll
-

Lloyd's List - Wednesday 17 April 1901 < | Pages

POLLY WOODSIDE. — Bristol, April 17,12 p.m.
—Polly Woedside, on passage from Iquique, with
nitrate of soda, encountered bad weather on April 3,
9th, and 14th, and some slight damage was done about
the decks by sea on the 9th.

SIDONIAN.—See Liverpool under “ Weather and
Navigation.”

STUART.—Liverpool, April 16, 1 55 p.m.—The
Liverpool Salvage Association’s officer reports the
vessel broke in three pieces about 7 o’clock this
morning. Wreck listed seaward and cargo washing out
and scattered along the coast, for the most part smashed
on the rocks, but he is arranging to salve all possible.
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(No. 6187.)

“STUART ™
The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894,

I8 the mutter of o formal juvestigation held at the
Mapistrates' Room, Dale Sireet, Liverpocl, on the
1et and 2Znd daya of May; 1901, before Jomw
KincHOEN, Baguire, Depaty Stipendiary Magistrate,
ausisted by Captain W. Emsgiys and Caplain
Hucues, ioto the circnmstumces attending the
stranding and aub@eurueut total loss of the British
sniling ship * Stuark,” of Liverpool (official number
76,54%), at or near Porth Ty Mawr, Qurnarvonshice,
on the Gth day of April, 1901.

feport of Court.

The Court having exrefally inguired into the cireun-
stances attending the above-mentioned shipping cﬂ.uuultﬂ-',,
finds for the rensons stated in the Annex hereto, thot the
stranding and subsequent loss of the aaid ship was cansed
by ber being kept too long on the starbourd tack. The
loss of the vessel was cansed by the wrongfuol ack and
defanlt of thé master and of the chief officer. The
Conrt suspends the cerfificate of competency of the
master, Hobert Logan Milehinsen (Mo, 025375), for a
period of six months from this date, and the cerbilicate of
the first officer, Avthur Samuel Bloes (No. 052,451), for
a period of thres months,

Dated this 2ud day of Muy, 1901,

Jous EincuHon,

J adge.
We monear in the above Raport.
WiLLIax ERsgINE, .
E. M. Huanns, }"""ﬂgmm”‘

Annes bo the Hapord,

‘Fhiz inguiry was held in the Magistrates' Room, Dala
Sireet, Liverpool, on Wednesday and Thuraday, the st
and 2nd daya of May, 1901, when Mr Paxton appenred
for the Board of Trade, Mr. Miller representing tho
master, while r. Pedder wotched the case on behalf of
the owners of the vessel, and the first and second mabes
attended in person, ’

The “Btoort,” official number 76,549, was a British
soiling ship, boils of iron by Messrs, Alexander Stephen &
Hons, at Dondee, in the County of Forfar, in 1877, and
vegistered at the Port of Liverpool. Her length was
2025 £t ; her moin breadth, 342 ft. ; and her depth of
hold amidships, 19-1 £t ; and she had three maats and
was borque rigged 1 her groas tonnage being 91178 tons
2nd her registered tonnage 88158 tons. Bhe wos owned
by John H. Lea and sizteen others, and Mre W, M,
:Rlsburgisnn, of 14, Irwell Chambers, Liverpool, was her
managing owner.

The *3tuart " left Liverpool at noon of the 5Sth
April under the command of Mr. Robert Leogan
Mitchingon (who held a certificate of competency num-
bered (25,8769, snd had a erew of ninetcon hends all
told, iwo of whom were apprentices, with a general car
of abouk 1,000 tons, bound for Wellington, New Zealand,
her dranght being 151t Dins, forward and 16 ft. 2ins.
aft. There were ing.t compasses on board, viz, astandard
ompass on the bridge, 2 sieering com aft, and two
spare compasses below, Bhe was aop Fl::;wit-h u patent
log and ales o handreel and glagses, and thers was an old
deviation card on board which bad been used by a pre-
vious master. When the vessel left Liverpool she was
in charge of a pilot and in tow of the tog “Knight
Templar,” the owners' instroctions to the master being
that e was to tow to Holyhead, The pilot left ot 2 pom.
of the Sth April, and the tog cast ber off at 1 am, of the
bth  April, at which fime the Bouth Stack bore
E. by 8. § 8. by the stesring compass and by the standard
compass 18,15, there being about 3° of westerly devia-
tion on that course, and distant about six miles. The
wind, which on leaving Liverpool had been from the
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Appendix O: Stuart Wreck Inquiry Conducted in Liverpool, May 02 1901

W.W., was now blowing fiegh from 2.5 E. and increasing
faat, the baromater was also falling fuss, end the master

v atated that he antisipated a gale or & s6iff breese, but the
wenbher was clear, an thot the shors lights conld thon be
seen well, and he did not anticipute any denger, thongh
he atated that had he considered himself entitled to ose
his diseretion in the metter he wonld have kept the tug
till off Tuoslar Rock. When the tug lefs they knd the
Eure and meie lower top sails and the fore topmast stay-
sail and inner jib sof; aud the maio upg&r topsail was set
so3n after, an | the ship was then on the port tack Ire-gg-
ing as olose to the wind as possible, making aboot o 5.W.
gourse. ‘The wind inereased ns the morning went on and
shifted mora to the south, and at noow the ship hroke off
to the west,  Frun 1 oom. oo the 66h to nosn the masker
atated that four points of leswny had been allowed, and
the mean course was W.BW. Af 2 am. p sounding had
been got of 55 fauthoms and at 1130 am. another of
3 fpthome, and this he said agreed with the position as
aseertained at noom by observed lotitude, which placed
ber im latitude 53° 14" M. and loogitnde 3% 38" W. {by
distonce assamel 27 miles), and alio confirmed his cal-
culations from observation us to her speed.

At noon the ship wns wore round on the starboard
tack, and she was then beading SE. and S.E. § 8
(magnelic), the tide which was then on the ebb tending
io take her to the sounth, the weather being then elear
and the wind having moderated, At I pam. the inner
jib and mizen stoysail were set ; the weather got hazy
betwean 2 pom. and 5 pm. and then cleared up again,
and wenb on getting hazy and clearing again af intervals,
and the wind gradually veered to the wesbward.

Mothing was seen during the afternoon, At 830 par.
the master before going below told the first mate to Eaap
a good look out :lug. to toke o cast of the lead at 1D pom,
and report the sounding to himr as he expected Eo sec

the Carnarvon Bay light between 10 pom. and 11 pm.,
“and be intended to wenr ship ot 11 pom. At o few
minuntes before ¥ pom. the man on the look-out reporied
a light on the port bow to the first mate, who looked
bub conld see nothiog, and immedintely after the look-
out reported lind. Tha mata then colled the master,
who came on deck. The weather which had mot been
very thick wh:n he weot below hal become much
thiclkcer, and the mate having directed his attention to
what had been seen on the lee bow, he made out that it
was land. He then called to e mon et the wheel to
“ hard-up,” and as he got back to the poop he covld soe
land all round, The ship when he came on deck was
heading 8.B. by . 3 8 and she weal off about two
points, and the men had begun to handle the =ails, but
it wos too late to get her round and she strock just off
the mainland about 910 pm. at Porth Ty Mawr,
Carnarvonshive. They then burned blue lights to attract
attention, but no assistance eame, and at 530 pon. as
fthers was n big surf on the shore and the ship was
bumping heavily on the rocks and making water, and
there was o danger of the veaseldgoing to pieces, the
grew took to the Lifeboatb and drifted abouot &l deylight.
They then rowed back to tha ship and tool off the ship's
papers ond 21l the belongings of the orew, and landed st
10 a.m. on Sandey, the T¢h April. The vessal lbas since
broker up and become o tokal wreck,

From the time when the tug left them at 1 am. on
the Gth April sill the stranding af 210 p.m. on that day
nocoursed had been sef, and the ship hod been steered
by the wind doring the whole of that time ; no use had
bean made at any time of gither the putent log or of
the hand 1u§ which wers on board, to ascertain the
vessel's spead, whish had besn calenlated meraly from
obsarvation, and by o roagh guess arrived ot by looking
aver the weather side of the ship, and in this way they
had fixed it ot 2% koots—though from the evidencs of
Francis Mayer, who was ot the whesl from § p.om. to
B p.m. on the 6ih April, it was more probably from 4 to
b knots.

The Court desires to add that 14 cannet too sbrongly
gandemn the utterly reckless way in which this vessal
appeats to have been navigated from the time when she
waa cast off by the tug till the steanding. -

At the conclusion of the avidence, the following
questions were snbmitted to the Court on behalf of the
Board of Trade (—

(1) What number of compasses had the vessel, were
they in good order and sufficient for the sfe navigution
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Appendix P: Photos of Stuart Wreck April 1901

Stuart Broadside on Rocks

Stuart Broadside on Rocks at low tide
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Stuart Wreck
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Appendix Q: Remains of Stuart Wreck

Wrecked Keel looking Southwest

Wrecked Keel looking Northeast
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Wrecked Plate (possibly rudder plate)
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Appendix R: Salvaged Items from Stuart

Bottles & Jugs

Serving Plate
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Milk Jug with Nautical Decoration
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Appendix S: Original Gifford Plowman Bottles from 1900, 1901 sold at
auction in New Zealand, December 2020 (not from Stuart wreckage)

Photos from Kiwi Auctions Presents an Absentee/Timed Auction of Antique
Bottles, Colonial Pottery & Collectables Dec 6t 2020 Brochure

250. GIFFORD PLOWAMAIAN
NAPIER CODD 2

Codd 589, 6oz 2T Cannington
Shaw maker, Gifford Plowman
Napier, entwined letters in shield
trademark internal haze/crate
wear, minor marks, 1900 fo base.
Rarity A, Good 6/10

251. GIFFORD
PLOWAMAAN NAPIER
CODD 3

Codd 591, 100z 4T Cannmington
Shaw maker, Gifford Plowman
Napier, enfwined letters in shueld
trademark. internal haze, minor
marks, 1900 to base, Ranty B,
Very Good 8/10

252. GIFFORD
PLOWNMAN NAPIER
CODD 4

Codd 592, 60z 4T Cannington
Shaw maker, Gifford Plowman
Napier, entwined letters in shield
trademark, Very Good, 1901 to
base, Ranty B, Very Good 9/10
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Appendix T: Diving Information for Stuart Wreck

Name Stuart Type Sailing Vessel
Date Lost 6/4/1901 Location Porth Ty-Mawr
Cause Poor visibility How Lost Ran ashore
Hull Iron Weight 912 tons (gross)
Cargo General cargo Access Boat

Latitude 52°51.870'N Longitude 004" 41.580'W
Position Fix | Differential-GPS Datum WGS84
Seabed 1 to 6 metres Wreck Height | 1.5 metres
Charted as | Uncharted

Slipway (1) | Porth Colmon Distance 1 mile
Slipway (2) Porth Ysgaden Distance 3 miles

Tidal Data Little current

For more information see:

lFootpath sign directly above top of rock

©O®

The Essential Underwater Guide to North Wales. Volume One, Part One ...Chris Holden
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