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1.0 Abstract 
 
This report came about through the Welsh Wreck Web Research Project, instigated by The 

Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU), during the COVID 19 lockdown period. It provided 

anybody interested in Maritime Archaeology with a new stimulating outlet by engaging with a 

constructive activity and undertaking some online research into specific wrecks around the North 

Wales coast. 

 

The Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) currently has a database of 453 (plus) shipwrecks 

in the north end of Cardigan Bay in North West Wales. The list was compiled between 2001 and 

2009 when MADU were working under licence on the Welsh designated wreck site known as 

the Diamond. These wrecks date from 1590 to 1993 and very few have been investigated in any 

depth. So, although it must be appreciated that this report is limited from being compiled entirely 

from free online sources, it is hoped that it is as comprehensive as possible. 

All such reports will be forwarded to the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 

Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW) and the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT).  

The Stuart (barque) was built in Dundee in 1877 and registered in Liverpool. From online sources 

the ship sailed from the UK to the West Coast of North and South America, UK to Asia, Asia to 

South America and UK to Australia/New Zealand. On Apr 6th 1901 while sailing from Liverpool to 

New Zealand the Stuart ran aground at Porth Ty-Mawr, Porth Colmon, Caernarfonshire. The ship 

could not be refloated and remains a wreck on the coast to this today. Local history tells of the 

salvaging conducted by local villagers and others of large amounts of whisky and other items. 

As is the case with new research and an initial limited amount of information it became apparent 

there was confusion about the name of the ship, since in some instances it was referred to as the 

Stewart. Numerous official documents (see Appendix A-G) and photos (see Appendix P) are 

available which ascertain with no shadow of a doubt that the correct spelling is STUART.  
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3.0 Introduction 

The Stuart barque was picked as: 

• sailed during a period of sea trading which covered the world. 

 

its’ history and wrecking which became part of folklore in the Lleyn peninsula. 

 

• the research would be conducted online, sufficient documentation should be available to 

build a good history of the Stuart. 

 

The following topics form the basis of the research: 

 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• What was the story leading up to the sinking? 

 

• What caused the sinking? 

 

• What happened after the sinking? Has anyone previously investigated or researched the 

vessel back story? 

 

• Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on the site? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master 

Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.  

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database 

Date 
Wrecked 

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details 
Vessel 
Type 

Matls Ref. Additional Notes 

06/04/1901 Stuart Lleyn 
Peninsula 

Porth Ty-Mawr 
/ Porth Colmon 

wrecked 
on Easter 
Saturday 

Barque iron rh,  
ch, 
iwj 

cargo: whisky / to: New Zealand / 
home port: Liverpool 

 

In April 1901, the barque Stuart was towed out of Liverpool to begin a voyage to Wellington, New 

Zealand. After being cast off, the Stuart set a course to pass South of Bardsey Island. However 

due to the weather and poor seamanship the Stuart ran ashore at Porth Ty-Mawr/Porth Colmon, 

Caernarfonshire (Fig 1, 2). Stuck fast on the rocks the Stuart’s cargo was salvaged and the ship 

eventually broke up. The wreck of the Stuart can still be observed at low tide from shore and 

dived on. (Appendix Q, T)  

 

Fig 1: Location of Stuart Wreck at Porth Ty-Mawr, Lleyn Peninsular 
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Fig 2: Location of Stuart Wreck at Porth Ty-Mawr, Lleyn Peninsular (Google Earth) 
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5.0 Research Methodology 

Computer System 

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.  

Windows 10Pro 

Microsoft Office 2007  

 

Search engines used: Google Chrome  

 

Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed 

 

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks  
Choose ship – Stuart (Barque) 

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry & Mercantile Navy Listing 

Found first listing of Stuart (barque) in 1879-80 Lloyd’s Registry  

Using Google and Keyword Barque Stuart found websites/pages for 

references.  

From websites/pages listed reviewed 

Ship Details 

Ship Builders 

Location Built 

Specifications 

Ship History 

Voyages 

Accidents & Incidences 

Other Relevant 

Information 

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project 

(North Cardigan Bay) 

On-line research into the wreck of the 

Barque Stuart (Barque) 
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6.0 Results    

Table 2: Stuart (Barque) Specification and History  

 

Vessel  Name/s STUART 

 Type Sailing vessel - Barque  

  General Cargo 

Built  Date Laid Down: N/A 

  Launched: 10/09/1877 

  Delivered:  Nov 1877 

  Cost: N/A 

 Builder Alexander Stephen & Sons 

  Panmure Shipyard, Dundee; Yard#67 

Construction Materials  Iron-hulled 

 Decks Raised Quarterdeck 33ft, Forecastle 24ft 

Depth of hold amidships 9.1ft             

 Bulkheads 1 

Propulsion Type Sail  

 Details 3 mast barque: Fore and main masts rigged square, mizzen 

fore and aft rigged. Jib-boom 

Dimensions Length 202ft          5ins      m 

 Beam 34ft          2ins m 

 Draught Forward 15ft          9ins 

Aft 16ft          2ins 

m 

Tonnage Gross 911.78 tons 

 Net 881.58 tons 

 Cargo 1370 tons deadweight 

Owner First John Hay & Co 

 1877 Liverpool 

 Second Dower, Dickson & Co. 

 1880 Liverpool 

 Third Howard, Houlder, Wells & Co. 

 1896 Liverpool 

 Last Managing Owner: W.M. Richardson 

 1900 Liverpool 

Registry Port Liverpool 

 Flag British 

 Number 76549 

 Code R.C.D.L. 

History Routes Worldwide 

 Cargo General 

Final Voyage From Liverpool 05/04/1901 

 To Wellington, New Zealand 

 Captain Robert Logan Mitchinson 

 First Officer Arthur Samuel Blues 

 Crew 19 including 2 apprentices 

 Cargo Whiskey, stout, crockery, pianos, floor coverings, candles, 

cotton bales 

Wrecking Date 06/04/1901 

 Location Near Porth Ty Mawr,  

52° 51′ 52.21″ N, 004° 41′ 34.82″ W 

 Cause Mistakes made by the master and chief officer 

 Loss of life None 

 Outcome Total loss of vessel. Some cargo salvaged 
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7.0 Analysis 

• The Stuart (barque) was built at Panmure Shipyard, Dundee by A. Stephen & Sons for John 

Hay & Co. of Liverpool and launched on Sept 10th 1877. Her first captain was Captain 

Foreman.  A sister ship Overdale was also built at the same shipyard (Appendix A). 

• Panmure shipbuilding yard, founded circa 1840, was occupied first by David Calman and then 

by Alexander Stephen and Sons, who came to Dundee in 1844. Stephens built 168 vessels, 

both timber and iron, including the LOCHEE, the BEAR, and the EASTERN MONARCH. Portable 

covers, an Admiralty device, were used, and the first auxiliary screws were put into whaling 

vessels. In 1894 after the death of William Stephen, the yard was taken on by the Dundee 

Shipbuilders Co Ltd, who constructed RRS DISCOVERY, and from 1906 the Dundee 

Shipbuilding Co Ltd. Closed circa 1940. 

• The Stuart was primarily used to carry cargo between the UK, West Coast of North and South 

America, Asia and Australia/New Zealand. 

• From newspaper articles The Stuart was recorded:  

➢ Jan 16 1879: sighted passing the Lizard eastwards from San Francisco with wheat. 

➢ May 3 1879: sighted passing the Lizard westwards. 

➢ May 24 1879: sighted 5N 23W travelling from London to Algoa Bay, South Africa. 

➢ Jul 23 1879: the Norwegian Barque Formica in trying to beat out the Stuart carried away 

the Stuart’s flying jib boom and damaged her own rail and main rigging. The incident 

happened at Algoa Bay, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. 

 

➢ Jan 15 1880: sighted 49N 5W. 

➢ Jan 19 1880: passed Deal from New York for Gravesend in tow of Cambria (tug). 

➢ Jan 20 1880: arrived Gravesend. 

➢ Apr 11 1880: Cardiff to Callao Peru. Spotted at 2N 25W (see Appendix H, I). 

➢ Dec 04 1880: sighted 9N 119W travelling San Francisco to Liverpool. 

 

➢ Jan 13 1881: sighted 56S 68W passing Cape Horn. 

➢ Jan 29 1881: sighted 26S 25W.  

➢ May 26 1881: sighted passing the Lizard westward. 

➢ Jun 11 1881: left Liverpool for San Francisco. 

➢ Sep 01 1881: 10-64th shares were offered in the Stuart which had departed Liverpool for 

San Francisco on Jun 11. The buyer’s interest would commence from the start of the 

current voyage and at current rates of homeward freights. The Stuart is confidently 

expected to leave a dividend at the rate of 24% per annum on the original cost of £225 

per share, but freights are likely to rule even higher. Most of the shares on offer were 

purchased at a price of £155. 

➢ Nov 30 1881: left San Francisco for Liverpool. 

 

➢ Mar 13 1882: left Liverpool for San Francisco. 

➢ Apr 23 1882: sighted 15N 26W. 

 

➢ Jan 22 1883: sighted at Dover passing eastwards from Iquique Chile to Hamburg. 

➢ Apr 02 1883: sighted passing Beachy Head westward from Tyne for Valparaiso, Chile. 

 

➢ Jan 21 1884: sighted at Dungeness passing eastward.  

➢ Dec 20 1884: arrived Plymouth from Iquique Chile with nitrate. 

 

➢ Apr 05 1885: sighted 5deg 49’N, 5W heading SW. 

➢ Dec 21 1885: arrived Queenstown Ireland from Talcahuano Chile. 

➢ Dec 30 1885: arrived Newry Northern Ireland, from Talcahuano Chile with wheat. 

 

➢ Jan 26 1888: sighted passing East at Dungeness for Hamburg from Iquique, Chile. 
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➢ Mar 26 1888: a collision occurred in South Shields Harbour between the barque Melanesia 

of Liverpool and the barque Stuart of Liverpool. The Melanesia was being towed in when 

opposite the middle dock; she took a shear and ran into the pier also colliding with the 

Stuart. The Stuart was damaged in her stern with the Melanesia suffering damage to her 

bow. 

➢ Apr 10 1888: Stuart sailing from South Shields went ashore at Beachy Head. She refloated 

without assistance at 6:50am and proceeded west apparently undamaged. 

➢ Dec 18 1888: sighted 14S, 22W. 

 

➢ Dec 21 1891: at Huelva, Spain. 

 

➢ May 08 1892: arrived Santos Brazil from Barry Wales. 

➢ Dec 31 1892 arrived Rio de Janeiro from Rangoon Burma. 

 

➢ Jun 14 1893: left Rangoon, Burma for Santos Brazil. On Sept 14 at 23deg 16’S, 40deg 

48W crewman Henry Gorman was lost overboard. Two other crew members who also went 

overboard managed to scramble back aboard. The captain Master John Stitch was found to 

have committed a grave error not launching a lifeboat or attempting a rescue. The Stuart 

arrived in Santos on Sept 26 (Appendix K). The incident was investigated at a Board of 

Trade inquiry in Liverpool on June 29 1894. 

➢ Nov 01 1893: left Santos, Brazil for NZ. 

 

➢ Jan 27 1894: left Lyttelton NZ for London. 

➢ 1894: London to Newcastle NSW. 

➢ Nov 07 1894:  sighted 8S 33W.  

 

➢ After arriving in Philadelphia in Aug 1895, Captain Quick of the Stuart informed authorities 

that while taking onboard a cargo of guano at the Lobos Islands off the coast of Chile, a 

Chilean warship arrived and peremptorily ordered him to discontinue alleging the land 

belonged to Chile and not Peru. The warship in addition to obliging the Stuart to depart 

arrested the workers onshore. 

 

➢ Oct 22 1896: sighted 11S 25W, travelling from Valparaiso Chile to Cork (Queenstown) 

    Ireland. 

 

➢ Feb 10 1897: departed Gravesend for Mauritius. 

➢ Feb 11 1897: sighted off Deal in tow passing west. 

➢ July 21 1897: arrived Calcutta from Mauritius. 

➢ Aug 30 1897: departed Calcutta. 

➢ Dec 01 1897: arrived at Valparaiso Chile from Calcutta. 

 

➢ Oct 06 1898: sighted 26S 25W steering SE from New York. 

 

➢ Jun 28 1899: arrived Valparaiso Chile from Rangoon Burma. 

 

➢ Jan 16 1900: sighted Point Lynas, Anglesey in tow. 

➢ Oct 03 1900: left Tocopilla Chile for Queenstown Ireland. 

 

➢ Jan 05 1901: sold by Houlder, Howard, Wells for £5000 after passing her No. 2 Survey. 

➢ Jan 29 1901: sighted off the Lizard passing eastwards. 

 

In the timeline listed above a ship could be sighted by two means. The first means would be by a 

lighthouse or sighting point on land e.g. The Lizard, Deal where ships would be constantly 

passing. The second means would be called “spoken to”. This is where two ships identify each 

other while passing and normally would take place way out to sea. Depending on where the ship 

was “spoken to” that information may not be conveyed ashore for up to 6-8 weeks. It should be 

remembered that for long periods of time, no one knew where these ships were after they left a 

port. Looking through the newspaper archives many ship just disappeared after leaving a port.   
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➢ Apr 5 1901: at noon Barque Stuart was towed out of Liverpool to start her voyage to New 

Zealand by the tug Knight Templar.  The pilot disembarked at 2pm and the Stuart 

remained under tow. 

➢ Apr 6 1901: at 1am the Stuart was cast-off at which time the South Stack bore ESE and 

distant about 6 miles. The wind direction was SSE and freshening and the Stuart sailed on 

a port tack roughly in a SW direction. With an increasing wind at noon the Stuart broke off 

to the west with the overall course up to this time in a WSW direction. At noon the Stuart 

position was agreed to be at 53deg 14’N, 5deg 38’W. At the same time the Stuart was 

brought around to a starboard tack to head SE (see Appendix M). The Stuart continued on 

this course in varying visibility. At 8:30pm the captain went below instructing the 1st mate 

to take a sounding at 10pm as he expected to see the Caernarfon Bay light between 10 to 

11pm. Just before 9pm a light was spotted on the portside and shortly after land was 

sighted in the poor conditions. An order was given to hard up but by then land was sighted 

all around. At 9:10pm the Stuart went aground at Porth Ty-Mawr, Porth Colman, 

52° 51′ 52.21″ N, 004° 41′ 34.82″ W. Blue lights were lit to attract attention. At 9:30pm 

due to the big surf, being firmly stuck on the rocks and taking on water the crew took to 

the lifeboat and drifted around until dawn. 

➢ Apr 7 1901: shortly after dawn the crew returned to the Stuart to retrieve the ships papers 

and crews belongings. The lifeboat then rowed ashore where the crew disembarked with 

no casualties. 

➢ Apr 8 1901: depositions of Robert Logan Mitchinson (Master, Cert #025875). Arthur S. 

Blues (mate, Cert #032542), Charles Whitehead (A.B, 1`278-79-80-81) were taken. 

➢ April 8 1901: the Liverpool Salvage Association sent an assessor to the Stuart who 

reported that the Stuart was lying ¼ mile west of Porth Colmon, on rocks heading NE, 

broadside to the sea and listing 8 deg seaward. Depth of water alongside was 10ft aft with 

water rising and falling in the hold with the told. The ground was very uneven with large 

boulder through the bottom between the main mast and after hatch. In this position the 

Stuart would be sure to break up in strong winds from westward. Lighters were already 

alongside but he also recommended sending a small steamer to save as much of the 

stores and cargo as possible. 

➢ April 11 1901: the Liverpool Salvage association reported that 50 packages had been 

recovered from the Stuart principally earthen ware, hardware and 6 pianos, 5 of which 

were almost dry. Due to bad weather the steamer conducting the salvage operation had to 

leave for shelter due to strong NNE wind and sea. 

➢ April 16 1901: the Liverpool Salvage association officer reported the Stuart broke into 3 

pieces at 7am. The wreck listed seaward and part of the remaining cargo washed out and 

scattered out or smashed on the coast. However attempts will be made to salvage as 

much as possible (see Appendix N). 

➢ May 2 1901: a formal inquiry was conducted in Liverpool where the cause of the wrecking 

was attributed to the reckless manner in which the Stuart was navigated after being cast 

off by the tug. The Master, Robert L. Mitchinson was suspended for 6 months and First 

Officer Arthur S. Blues suspended for 3 months. The formal inquiry of the wrecking of the 

Stuart can be found in Appendix O.  

 

➢ The Stuart carried a mixed cargo of pianos, cotton bales, porcelain, whisky and glass Codd 

bottles. The latter, made of green glass with glass marble in the neck are marked 'Gifford 

Plowman & Co, Napier' and were made by Cannington, Shaw & Co, at St Helens, 

Lancashire (see Appendix P, R). 

➢ Upon hearing of the wreck, a lot of the lighter cargo which could be removed by hand was 

“salvaged” by local villagers. Many stories have been told of the wreak “salvagers” 

including a Sunday school party and other individual and groups who helped remove some 
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of the lighter cargo. Barrels of whisky were reported buried bottles shoved down rabbit 

holes. Some are still being found because at the time they were so much under the 

influence they couldn’t remember where they’d hidden them, and the party went on for 

months. There was also an account of one man injuring his back while trying to carry a 

grand piano up the cliff. As the wreck disintegrated bales of cotton were carried away by 

the tide. A story from the time describes how a bale was washed ashore on Bardsey with a 

rat clinging to it. But an islander spotted him and he was shot. Today items from the 

Stuart can be found in houses locally (see Appendix R).  

There’s no doubt that 1901 was a memorable year in the area and there was considerable 

concern amongst the nonconformist religious leaders in Llŷn. Many poems and ballads were 

written about the occasion, along with scathing sermons from chapel pulpits, condemning the 

behaviour of the masses for taking advantage of their free gifts that arrived by boat that Easter. 

The ‘Stuart’ was the subject of poetry and essays at eisteddfodau. One of the tubes from the 

‘Stuart’ was on the shore amongst the yellow rocks for many years and part of the body of the 

ship itself can be seen at very low tide. This place got a new name because of the shipwreck - 

Porth Wisgi.  

At the Eisteddfod in Rhoshirwaun in 1902, the subject set was the ‘Stuart’ and the winner was 

John Owen, Brychdir. Below is a translation of another composition, this time by Gwilym y Rhos 

(Wil Crydd / ‘Will the Cobbler’).  

Y Stewart / The Stewart 

 

Aeth llestr fawreddog o Lerpwl   A prestigious vessel departed from Liverpool 

I drwbwl os coeliwch yn awr,   Trouble if you think now 

Yn raddol fe'i gwnaethpwyd yn 'sgyrion   Gradually it was made into 'scones 

Ar greigiau melynion Tymawr; On the yellow rocks of Tymawr; 

Barck hardd ydoedd Stewart, rhaid cyfarch Stewart was a beautiful barke, a greeting 

Yn edrych fel Alarch ar lyn, Looks like a Swan on a lake, 

Ond creigiau Llangwnadl er syndod But Llangwnadl rocks surprisingly 

A wnaethant ei difrod pryd hyn Did they damage her then 

 

And he went on to describe the event slightly more humorously: ‘Who was seen on the beach at 

Porth Llyfesig in so disrespectful a state, on the edge of the meadow of Trefgraig, looking like a 

body in a coffin? Eight others drinking so heavily in a sweaty and querulous way, till they were 

rendered so very helpless by too much of a store of old wine. Who was the young woman full of 

whisky that violently demanded the bottles and then undoubtedly hid them in her bloomers? The 

bloomers so quickly released all the liquor to the ground. It ran like a slim yellow river on the 

small beach at Porth Tŷ Mawr.’  

At Pen-y-Graig literary association in 1925, the subject was ‘A brief essay on the embarking and 

wreck of the ship Stuart on the rocks of Porth Tŷ Mawr, Llŷn’. The winner was J.O. Roberts, Tŷ 

Mawr Penllech: ‘The ‘stain’ of the blood on the lips was proof that some people had no way of 

pulling the cork from the bottle. So there was nothing for it but to strike the neck against a rock 

and pour the hot liquid inside them, forgetting about the sharp edges of glass! In one place 

slightly out of the way a cask had been opened by knocking in one end of it and it was discovered 

very soon what it contained – ‘whisky’! Necessity is the mother of invention as the saying goes – 

one was seen taking off his shoe and drinking from it as if it were the best kind of glass, another 

drinking from a tobacco box. Nearby was a small stream, as clear and clean as crystal, 

whispering its way between the stones; and flowing in small waterfalls over the rocks down to the 

sea, its course as clean as the air. But man preferred to sear his innards, dull his brain, harden 

his conscience like iron, and throw his soul to threatened destruction with the liquid from the cask 

rather than take the drink provided by God – water. Such foolishness – and for how long?’ 
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Information on Gifford, Plowman & Co, Napier New Zealand 

Gifford Plowman & Co was based in Napier, New Zealand at the intersection of Shakespeare Road 

and Battery Road.  Prior to 1894 they were known as Thomson, Gifford & Company before 

William Plowman joined in the purchase of them. They were manufacturers of aerated water and 

cordials, vinegar brewers and bottlers, culinary essence makers. They were also direct importers 

of essential oils, spice grinders and packers and importers of brewers’ sundries, bottlers’ aerated 

waters and machinery (see Appendix S). 

 

 

Information on Cannington, Shaw & Co., St. Helens, Lancashire, (1875-1913) 

Edward Cannington entered the glass business in the firm of Cannington, Reynolds & Fry at 

Bristol, England, sometime prior to 1872. He sold his interest in the firm in 1872 and began glass 

manufacture in Liverpool. Cannington joined with John Shaw in 1875 to form the Sherdley Glass 

Works under the management of Cannington, Shaw & Co. By 1889, the Sherdley Glass Works 

employed 870 workers and in 1892 Cannington Shaw became a limited company. The partners 

were John Cannington, Edwin Cannington and John Shaw. The reorganized firm now employed 

1,188 workers. In 1895, Cannington, Shaw & Co. Ltd. was having so much of a problem with 

pilfering from both employees and outsiders that the firm claimed it lost about 172,800 in that 

year alone. The factory suffered a major fire on September 22, 1898, that destroyed a huge 

warehouse, holding 430,000 bottles. The company began using an Ashley machine in 1897 and – 

along with Bagley & Co. – purchased the assets of the Ashley Bottle Co. on March 22, 1899, and 

divided the existing machines between the two firms. 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

The project was largely researched by Liz Meherzi who put together the history of the ship and its 

wrecking in April 1901. The data was handed over to Gareth Davies who conducted a search of 

the Stuarts’ history via the British Newspaper Achieves from 1877 to 1901. From this a recorded 

timeline where the Stuart had sailed was compiled although there are still gaps in the 

information. 

Having compiled and read the report I believe we have collated sufficient information on the 

history of the Stuart (barque) from when it was built to her wrecking at Porth Ty-Mawr, Porth 

Colmon, Caernarfonshire in April 1901. 

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry 

Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject. 

The quantity and quality of the WebPages, appeared dependant on the targeted audiences and 

the amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were 

extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the 

operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.  

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some minor discrepancies 

observed.  

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was 

obtained from other sources. 

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out 

first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. While conducting the 

newspaper search the word Stuart was found in a lot of ships names. However once the other 

ships were identified they could be quickly passed by. Importantly even if not sure it is good 

practise to note anything that although doesn’t look correct might in fact be correct. An example 

in this research was a ship called the Stuart travelled from Rangoon to Rio Janeiro. At first it was 

thought to be another named Stuart ship. However later in another document examined, it was 

found that the Stuart did ply that route so the data was included.  

The Stuart (barque) appears to have played an important role in the British shipping industry 

sailing between the UK to North/South America v/v, UK to Asia v/v, Asia to South America v/v, 

UK to Australia/New Zealand v/v.  

The Stuart is a well documented wreck dive site. For detailed information see The Essential 

Underwater Guide to North Wales. Volume One, Part One ...Chris Holden. 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A: Stuart Launch Announcement  
                     Dundee Evening Telegraph Sept 10th 1877 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Appendix B: Mercantile Navy List 1878, Stuart 
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Appendix C: Lloyd’s Registry 1879, Stuart  
 

 
 
N.B: Note owners Doward, Dickson & Co. 

 

 
 

 
Appendix D: Lloyd’s Registry 1896, Stuart  

 
 

 
 
N.B: Note owners Houlder, Howard, Wells & Co. 
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Appendix E: Lloyd’s Registry 1900, Stuart (Final Entry of Stuart)    
 

 
 

N.B: Owners Listed as Newark Shipping Co. Ltd 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Appendix F: Lloyd’s Register Returns of Ship Totally Lost, Condemned,  

                     etc (for 1st April to 30th June 1901 
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Appendix G: Stuart Survey Conducted, October 1877 in Dundee 
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Appendix H: Agreement and Account of Crew for Voyage, London to 
                     Callao Peru 1880 
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Appendix I: 1880 Crew List for Voyage from U.K. to Callao, Peru 
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Appendix J: Record of Transmission of Seaman’s Wages, April 1881 
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Appendix K: Inquiry conducted in Liverpool June 29 1894 on loss  
                     of life Sept 14 1893 
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Appendix L: Report of Survey for Repairs, Feb 1897 
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Appendix M: Stuart Planned v Actual Route, April 1901  
 

 
 

Due to weather conditions the Stuart was not as far South as thought when it 
started its tack in a S.E direction. As a result instead of passing South of Bardsey 

Island it ran aground approximately 4 miles North of Bardsey Island at Porth Ty-
Mawr, Porth Colmon, Caernarfonshire 
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Appendix N: Newspaper Articles of Stuart Wrecking  
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Appendix O: Stuart Wreck Inquiry Conducted in Liverpool, May 02 1901  
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Appendix P: Photos of Stuart Wreck April 1901  
 
Stuart Broadside on Rocks 

 

 
 
 
Stuart Broadside on Rocks at low tide 
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Stuart Wreck 

 

 
 

Stuart Bow (with name clearly shown) 

 

 
Stuart wreck with cargo exposed (cotton bales)  



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

34 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                               Nautical Archaeology Society  

35 
 

Appendix Q: Remains of Stuart Wreck  
 
Wrecked Keel looking Southwest 

 

 
 
Wrecked Keel looking Northeast 
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Wrecked Plate (possibly rudder plate) 

 

 
 
Hauling Gear (dead-eye) 
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Appendix R: Salvaged Items from Stuart  
 

 
  
 

                 Bottles & Jugs                                    Full Whiskey Bottle 
 

 
 

                                                                        

 
 

Serving Plate 
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Milk Jug with Nautical Decoration 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Teapot 
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Appendix S: Original Gifford Plowman Bottles from 1900, 1901 sold at 
auction in New Zealand, December 2020 (not from Stuart wreckage) 

 
Photos from Kiwi Auctions Presents an Absentee/Timed Auction of Antique 

Bottles, Colonial Pottery & Collectables Dec 6th 2020 Brochure 
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Appendix T: Diving Information for Stuart Wreck 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For more information see:  

The Essential Underwater Guide to North Wales. Volume One, Part One ...Chris Holden 

 


