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1. 0  Abstract  
 

 

The ñwww Research Projectò is about, discovering by on line research details of 
ships, on the MADU data base of wrecks of North Wales, the circumstances of 

their loss, details of the owners and crew, the cargo carried and their history.  

The Volunteer was built in 1865 in Ardrossan, Scotland by Barclay and Shearer  
for Deakins & Co., of Runcorn but w as partly owned in Ardrossan by ship agent 

Duncan Stewart.  The master Thomas Deakin was part owner , with his son 
Thomas becoming the mate in 1868 and another son Richard an able seaman.  

The Volunteer made voyages to Spain, Portugal and South America and the mate 
Thomas Deakin junior was arrested for smuggling  in 1870 . The elder Deakin was 

fined for employing him as a mate wh ile  uncertificated. The Volunteer ran 
aground several times, exp loded and required repairs for leaks  in its short 

lifetime . 

The Volunteer was  on passage from Ardrossan to Newport with pig iron when she 
was in collision with the screw steamer Demetrius about 10 miles from Cardigan 

Bay light ship. The Volunteer immediate ly started to take water and sank in 
minutes. The master Thomas Deakin went down with the vessel and the 

remaining crew were landed at Liverpool by the Demetrius.  
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3.0  Introduction  

 

1.  I selected Volunteer  to research because she had been involved in an 

incident offshore and I wished  to  see how much information I could find 
about her . I also wanted to find out what happened in 1871 and I wanted 

to discover:  
 

2.  The dimensions of the vessel, who the builder was and when she was built 
and any other information available about her.  

 
3.  Information concerning the voyages, cargoôs, any events affecting the 

vessel, details of its masters, crew and owners.  

 
4.  To find out the sequency of events leading up to the loss of the vessel, 

whenever that was and the event in 1871 . 
 

5.  To discover the cause of the event in 1871  and if the vessel survived, the 
cause of its eventual loss.  

 
6.  The events that happened after the incident in 1871  and up to and after its 

loss if it survived.  
 

7.  If there were any previous research of the vessel for the Volunteer incident 
and its story.  

 
8.  If there was a wreck site for Volunteer  and if it had been identi fied, dived 

and recorded.  

 
9.  If any salvage of the vessel and its cargo had been carried out  

 
   10. If any previous reports had been produced for the Volunteer . 
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4.0  Background  

When I started this project I knew  Volunteer, a wooden schooner of 127 tons 

built in 1865, had been involved in a incident on 13 th  February 1871 Cardigan 

Bay L/s, 10M W , Cardiganshire,  

 

 

 

Appropriate location of Cardigan Bay lightship  
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Approximate Location of Cardigan Bay lightship and           loss of Volunteer  
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5.0   Research Methodology   

I used a Microsoft Pixel laptop with access to my home internet running windows 
10 operating system. I also used my Apple I pad for research when I was away 

from the laptop . The new internet provider has now connected my home by a 
fibre connection so it is very much faster. The Lap top uses bling search engine 

but I also use Goggle which produces less advertisements and less Americanised 
content.  

 
I searched L loyds Register of Shipping ( LR ) for ñVolunteer  ò looking for details 

of her dimensions, master, builders and owners from 18 65  with a match  in 
amendments . I then searched yearly until 18 71 . 

 
I searched LR ships, plans and survey reports for ñVolunteer ò with a match  see 

Appendix C . 

 
I searched the Crewlist Project for ò Volunteer ò looking for her official number 

and links to MNL, appropriation book, crew lists, owner and master with a match. 
I followed the links for crew lists and found matches.  

 
I searched The British Newspaper Archives (BNA) for  ñlaunch  Volunteerò,  

ñSchooner Volunteer ò, ñVolunteer  Deakin ò, ñVolunteer  Runcorn ò, and ñVolunteer  
Ardrossan ò looking for sailings, a launch  arrivals, owners, builders, mishaps and 

any details of her loss and found a number of matches. I also searched 
ñVolunteer Deaconò, ñVolunteer Dakinò, and  ñVolunteer Dicke nsò after I found 

the masterôs name was being misspelt. 
 

I searched Welsh newspapers on line for ñVolunteer  Deakin ò, ñSchooner 
Volunteerò,  ñVolunteer Deaconò and ñVolunteer Runcornò,  looking for sailings, 

arrivals, a launch, owners, builders and any details of her loss and found two  

matches  reporting her loss . 
 

I searched Cofl ein site for ñVolunteer ò looking for any details of the wreck and a 
chart with a match.  

 
I searched wreckeu site for ñVolunteer ò looking for any details of the wreck with 

no matches .  

 

I searched  Ancestry for Masters certificate 1850 ï 1927 for ñThomas Deakin 

Runcornò and found a match see Appendix E. I also searched the census records 

for ñThomas Deakin Runcornò born in Nantwich with no matches but found him in 

probate records. I then found census records mainly for his wife and children as 

his place of birth was Witton, in Nantwich, Cheshire.  I also searched James Dow 

a mate on the Volunteer until 1868 and found  his mates application, certificate, 

masters application, with time on Volunteer listed and certificate. I also searched  

Thomas Deakin junior , John Jones, John Jones, Ebenezer Martel and Robert 

Livingston  looking for a mate or masters certificate with no identified matches.  
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I searched  ñRuncorn shipsò and found the Cheshire archives with crew details for 

the Volunteer.  

I searched  ñVolunteer of Runcornò on the web and found Clydeships web site with 

details of her builders.  
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6.0 Results    

 

Vessel  Name/s  Volunteer  

 Type  schooner  

  Cargo  

Built  Date  23 rd  August 1865  

   

   

 Builder  Barclay and Shearer  

  Ardrossan, Scotland  

Construction  Materials  Wood  

 Decks  One  

 Bulkheads  None  

Propulsion  Type  Sail  

 Details  Fore and aft rigged  

Engine  Details  N/A  

   

   

   

 Boilers   

Drive  Type   

 Number   

Dimensions  Length  95  ft          6  ins       

 Beam  22  ft        10   ins   

 Draught  11  ft         6   ins   

Tonnage  Gross   141 tons  

 Net   127 tons  

Owner  First  Deakins & Co.,  

  Runcorn  

 Last  Deakins & Co.,  

  Runcorn  

 Others  None  

Registry  Port  Runcorn  

 Flag  British  

 Number  52915  

History  Routes  UK to Europe, South America  

  To 

 Cargo  Minerals, Pig Iron, Sulphur ore, Coal, Sugar,  

Final Voyage  From  Ardrossan  

 To Newport  

 Captain  Thomas Deakin Snr  

 Crew  6 

 Passengers  None  

 Cargo  Pig Iron  

Wrecking  Date  13 th  February 1871  

 Location  10 miles o ff  Cardigan Bay Light ship , Cardigan Bay , 

Cardiganshire  

 Cause  Collision with the screw steamer Demetrius  

 Loss of life  One, the master Thomas Deakin Snr  

 Outcome  Sank  
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Warrington Guardian -  Saturday 02 September 1865  

Launch a Schooner  ñ The Volunteer.ò of Runcorn.ðOn Wednesday, the 23 rd  inst., 

Messrs. Barclay & Shearer launched from their shipbuilding yard at Ardrossan, 

the largest vessel they have hitherto built. The day was fine, and there was good 

display of flags on the ships in the harbour, and a la rg e crowd assembled to 

witness the interesting event.  As the vessel moved on the ways she was named 

by Miss Helen Stewart, of Glasgow, ñThe Volunteer.ò The launch took place 

without mishap, and the vessel entered the harbour amidst the che ers the 

assembled company. After the completion of the launch several ladies and 

gentlemen assembled in the o ffice of the firm, and pledged hearty bumper to the 

success of ñThe Volunteer,ôô and the enterprising firm of Barclay & Shearer, her 

builders. The Volunteer, of Runcorn, is every respect a fine vessel, and does 

credit alike to her builders and to Ardrossan. She a beautiful model, strongly built 

and tastefully finished, and is fitted up with the most recent improvements. She 

measures 95½ feet in lengt h; 23 feet in breadth; depth of hold 11 feet. Her 

registered tonnage is 141 tons, carpentersô measurement 241 tons, burthen 200 

tons. The Volunteer is partly owned at Runcorn and partly at Ardrossan, is 

classed 7 years AI at Lloyds, and will, we believe, a s soon as she is ready for sea, 

placed in the foreign and coasting trade, and will commanded by Captain Thomas  

Deakin  of Runcorn, who is also a part owner. She is expected to arrive at 

Runcorn the next spring - tides.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Satur day 02 December 1865  

POOLEðDec. 1: The schooner Volunteer, of Runcorn, Dakin, ha s been towed in 

here by steam  tu g, having been ashore the entrance o f the harbour, from 

whence she was assisted after discharging into lighters about 40 tons of coals.  

 

Carmarthen Weekly Reporter -  Saturday 21 July 1866  

SHIP ON FIRE AT SWANSEA. ðEarly on Sunday morning the inhabitants were 

roused from their slumber by the alarm of the fire -bell, and it was found that an 

explosion had taken place on board the scho oner Volu nteer, of Runcorn. She was 

ready for sea, laden with highly bituminous coal, and the hatches being made 

fast, the result was an explosion, which started some of her deck planks, and two 

of the crew were seriously burnt, so much so that they had to be conve yed to the 
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Infirmary, where t hey now lie in a precarious state. The damage to the scho oner 

can easily be made good.  

 

Gloucester Journal -  Saturday 23 February 1867  

PORT OF GLOUCESTER Imports for the Week ending Feb. 22, 1867.  

From Limerick ðthe Volunteer, Deakin, with 1400 qrs oats for Phillpotts and Co.  

 

Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser -  Tuesday 22 October 1867  

Vessels sail ed since  10 th  inst: -  

Sept. 20 ðVolunteer, for Falmouth, 210 cs 20  brls 743 bags sugar.  

 

Lloyd's List -  Saturday 02 November 1867  

BAHIA, 12th Oct.  

The VOLUNTEER, Deakin, which sailed hence for Falmouth, 20th Sept., put back 

leaky on the 28th, and has discharged her cargo to repair.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Saturday 24 April 1869  

DUNDALKðApri l 23: S. fine. The Volunteer schooner, Deakin, of Runcorn, 

reported yesterday having arrived here from Swansea, went on shore on the 

Helwick Bank, in the Bristol Channel, on the 27th of February last, but afterwards 

got back to Swansea leaky (as before repo rted), where she discharged her cargo, 

got a new keel and other necessary repairs, reloaded coal, and came into a quay 

berth this morningôs tide.  

 

Greenock Telegraph and Clyde Shipping Gazette -  Wednesday 23 

November 1870  

THE SMUGGLING CASE. The mate of th e brigantine Volunteer, who was 

apprehended yesterday morning on charge of attempting to smuggle tobacco, 

&c., was in the course of the afternoon committed to prison by Bailie Neill, 
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pending instructions from the Board of Customs. The goods seized were  ð                 

25½ lbs. tobacco, 11 lbs. cigars, 21 gills of brandy, 12 gills of Eau -de-  Cologne, 

and 12 lbs. of figs. He will be likely tried on Monday first. The articles were 

discovered by the Customs officers ingeniously concealed in a biscuit - locker i n 

the cabin of the vessel.  

 

Greenock Telegraph and Clyde Shipping Gazette -  Tuesday 29 November 

1870  

                             THE LATE SMUGGLING CASE.  

                                  Fine of £ 100  imposed.                                                                                    

At a special sitting of the Justice of Peace Court this forenoon, Justices A. Adam 

and Charles Grey presiding, Thomas Deakin, mate of the brigantine Volunteer, 

which arrived in Greenock last week from Huelva, was char ged with attempting 

to smuggle 25 ½  lbs. tobacco, 11 lbs cigars,  21  gills of brandy, 12 gills of Ean de 

Cologne, and 12 lbs. of figs, whereby he had rendered himself liable to the 

infliction of a penalty of £ 100 .                                                                                                 

Panel pled guilty, and Mr John Black, writer, who appeared for the Board of 

Customs, moved for the infliction of the above penalty.                                                                              

Mr Inglis, clerk, having read the clause of the Act of Parliament rel ating to the 

penal ty,                                                                                                                               

Mr Allan Swan, writer, who appeared with panel, said that Deakin wa s very 

yo ung man, and had never been guilty of an offence against Her M ajestyôs 

revenue before. The figs and Eau de -Cologne were intended by him presents for 

his sister s, while the  tobacco and other articles were for distribution among his 

friends. He had done very foolish thing, and was sorry for it. If were able, would 

pay the penalty, but unfortunately, being member of large family of 10, and his 

father being unable to pay the am ount, would be obliged to go to prison. It was a 

hard case, and he la id these fact s before their Honours  that they might, if 

possible, mitigate the punishment.                                                                                      

Mr Black st ated, advi sed by Mr Avery, collector of customs, that if the Justices 

inflicted sentence of imprisonment for given period, the probability wa s that the 

board might not mitigate that sentence, whereas if the Justices decreed that the 

panel should be impriso ned till the fine was paid, there was greater chance of his 

being liberated in a shorter period than be otherwise would.                                                    

Mr Avery said offender was seldom kept prison for more than six months, and 

had know n instances of their being liberated in three months. Justice Adam then 

pronounced sentence o f £100 , failing payment imprisonment till it wa s paid. It 

wa s not in their power to mitigate the penalty in any way.                                                       

Justice Grey concurred, stating that did not believe the Board would act 
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vindic t ively or harshly, but would liberate Deakin in re asonab le time. The court 

then ad jo urn ed.  

 

Hampshire Advertiser -  Saturday 26 November 1870  

Foundering of a Brigantine. ð Loss of All Hands. ð Early on Tuesday morning the 

brigantine Volunteer, 127 tons, Captain Dakin, arrived at the Tail of the Bank, 

from Huelva, with a cargo of minerals, for Bowling. Captain Dakin reports that on 

Saturday last, at 10.00 a.m., wh ile about twenty mile s south -east of the Smalls, 

a heavy gale at the time prevailing  from the south -east, with a fearful sea, a 

brigantine, which was about half a mile  astern of the Volunteer was suddenly 

seen to founder with all  hands. The il l- fated' vess el at  the time was under close -

reefed topsail and foretopmast stays ail . No signal of distress had previously been 

give n by the brigantine, and it is supposed that she must have shipped a heavy 

sea, which may have burst her hatches, a nd, having filled the vessel with water, 

she had suddenly gone down before any preparation could be made. A large 

schooner was near to the foundered vessel at the time of the disaster, but, owing 

to the fearful character of the sea, no assistance, it is believed could be 

render ed. The brigantine appeared to be British bu il t. Captain Dakin further 

reports that the weather experienced since leaving Huelva has been exceptionally 

severe. For nine days the Volunteer had to lay - to. During that time she drifted 

four degrees. For a few hours the weather moderated, when sail  was set upon 

the vessel, and her course laid for land, but suddenly the gale burst out afresh, 

and blew the sails out of the clews ere they could be secured. Captain Dakin says 

he has never before experienced such a s uccession of severe gales from a ll  

quarters during the thirty years he has been at sea. ð Glasgow Herald.  

 

Greenock Telegraph and Clyde Shipping Gazette -  Thursday 16 February 

1871  

Schooner Volunteer Run Down. ðThe screw -stea mer Demetrius, belonging to 

Messrs Spartallôs fleet, arrived at Liverpool early yesterday morning, and 

reported having been in  collision with and sunk the schooner Volunteer, of 

Runcorn, bound from, Ard rossan to Newport, with cargo of pig  iron and  we regret 

to add that, on muster  of th e crew on the deck of the Demetrius, her  master (T. 

Deakin) was missing, having g one  down with the ship. The Volunteer, was a 

vessel of 141 tons, was built at Ardrossan in 18 65, and was the property of 

Deakins & Co., of Runcorn. She left Ar dr ossan on the 9th inst. This is the vessel 

whose  mate (the masterôs son) was fined Ã100  smuggling some months ago.  
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Shields Daily Gazette -  Friday 17 February 1871  

A SCOTCH SCHOONER RUN DOWN AND ITS MASTER DROWNED. The screw -

steame r Demetrius, belonging Messrs Spartall's fleet, arrived Liverpool early 

yesterday morning, and reported having been collision with and sunk the 

schooner Volunteer, of Runcorn, bound from to Newport, with cargo of pig - iron ; 

and we regret to add that, on mu stering her crew on the deck of the Demetrius, 

her master (T. Deakins) was missing, having gone down with the ship. The 

Volunteer, which was a vessel of 141 tons, was built Ardrossan in 1865, and was 

the property of  Deakins & Co., of Runcorn. She left Ard rossan on the 9 th  inst.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Wednesday 22 February 1871  

Demetrius (s), was in collision with the Volunteer, Runcorn, Feb. 13, off the 

Smalls, was from Oporto for Liverpool; she received no damage. ðSee paragraph 

in Summary Feb. 17.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Thursday 09 March 1871  

Report o f Thomas Dea kin, Mate of Volunteer, of Runcorn, 127 tons, from 

Ardrossan f or Newport, with pig iron (as before r eport ed) Feb 9, weather fine, 

wind light and variable from W. Proceeded, and on the 13th, at 10 30 p.m., 

weather f ine, with passing mist, wind S.E., gentle, ship being in Cardigan Bay, 10 

miles from Cardigan Bay Ligh tship, E.S.E., vessel was on port tack, heading 

W.N.W, having topsail, fore and aft foresail, mainsail, forestaysail, standin g jib 

and boom, jib set, the lamps in good  condition  and b urn ing  in the fore  rigging, 

when saw the weather beam; her lamps were lit, and all the three lights were 

seen. About four minutes before she str uck us a  little  abaft the main rigging. 

Before she stuck we called steamer a -hoy, where are yo u coming to, and we 

hear d someone onboard  the steamer call out  starboard. The Volunteer  

immediately began fill, and I jumped up ma in  rigging, and got on the bowsprit of 

the steamer the D em etrius, of London, bound from Oporto to Liverpool where I 

and four of our Crew were landed o n morning of 14th . The Volunteer sank about 

two minutes after being struck. When I gained the deck the Deme tri us there was 

no one except  our own Crew to be seen, and no ropes which assistance could be 

rendered whilst the Volunt eer remained afloat. My fathe r, T homas Deak in , t he 
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master of the  Volunteer, is mi ssing. He attempted jump from the top the galley 

to  the bobstay of the Demetrius, but not being able to do so remained on the 

galley until the vessel sunk.  

 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette -  Monday 27 March 1871  

OFFICIAL NOTICE.ðOn the 30 th  of January, 1871. THOMAS DEAKIN the elder , 

Master of the Br it ish Ship VOLUNTEER, of Ru ncorn, was PROSECUTED at the 

Justice  of the Peace District Court, SALTCOATS. Ayrshire, under Section 136 of 

ñThe Merchan t Shipping Act, 1854, f or employing a per son  as Mate of the said  

ship  on the  voyage from Ardro ssan to Huelva, and thence to Bowling Bay in th e 

Clyde, who was not entitled to and possessed of a valid certificate of competency 

or service, and CONVICTED the penalty FIVE POUNDS, and £6 1s 4d  costs.  

                              THOMAS GRA Y, A ssistant -Secretary.  

Board of Trade. Marine Department. M arch  1871.  

 

 

Barclay and Shearer, Shipbuilder Ardrossan  

Peter Barclay was originally a Blacksmith (in partnership with his father) in the 

ship yard at Saltcoates. The partnership was dissolved in 1830 and Peter 

embarked on his ship building career.  In 186 7 Peter Barclay dissolved a 

partnership with Charles Shearer. The two had been operating a shipbuilding firm 

under the name "Barclay and Shearer." Peter Barclay continued to build but the 

firm became Peter Barclay & Son. His son Hugh would have attained th e age of 

21 in 1867. Peter Barclay had 9 children, 8 girls and one boy.  

Peter Barclay died in 1867 and his son took over the firm. One of Peter's 

daughters, Mary Barclay, married James Robertson, a marine engineer, described 

as Peter Barclay's "manager and  assistant." Robertson invested heavily in Peter 

Barclay's firm and at some point it was operating as "Barclay and Robertson." 

This may have been after Peter's death. Robertson subsequently lost a great deal 

of money when Barclay & Sons went bankrupt.  

The firm, trading under the name of Barclay, Robert son & Co went bankrupt in 

1877. They could not compete with the larger yards in Ardrossan and on the 

Clyde.  
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It is a sad ending: Hugh Barclay lost everything. He died a pauper in the Glasgow 

workhouse.  

Clydemar itimeforums  Rob Chester  

 

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 30 April 1864  

COMPLIMENTARY SUPPER.ðAbout 60 workmen in the employ of Messrs Barr 

Shearer, met in the Eglinton Arms Hotel on Thursday evening last, and 

entertained Mr Chas. Shearer to supper, on his leaving the yard of the above firm 

to become managing partner with Mr Peter Barclay. Mr James Anderson occupied 

the chair : the croupiers were Mr H. Calderwood, and Mr Peter Anderson. After 

the usual loyal toasts were disposed of, the chairm an rose, and in a very neat 

speech, gave the health of the guest, Mr Charles Shearer,  who replied in a very 

appropriate manner. The company after spending a very pleasant evening, broke 

up at half -past eleven o'clock. Messrs Barclay and Shearer enter into the 

shipbuilding trade in the Yard presently occupied by Mr Russell ; and the 

compliment paid him on Thursday evening is very creditable to all concerned.  

 

Greenock Advertiser -  Tuesday 01 January 1867  

                    SHIP BUILDING ON THE CLYDE BELOW G REENOCK                                      

                                               ARDROSSAN.  

Messrs Barclay and Shearer. ð This firm have built three wood coasting vessels ð

the schooner Blanche, Runcorn, of 160 tons, for Charles Hazlehurst, Esq. 

Catherine Hendrie, a schooner of 105 tons, for Messrs He ndrie & Co. and 

Annabella Clark, brig, 290 tons, for Messrs War nock A Co. T hey are at present 

building a screw steamer (wood) of 60 tons and 12 h. p. on sale, and schooner 

(wood) 190 tons.  

Messrs Barr and Shearer. ðThis firm are now building a wood ship of 860 tons, 

to class 13 years and a  wood schooner of 100 tons, to class 7 years A 1 ; and 

they have contracted for a wood barque of 520 tons, 9 years A 1 for Messrs 

James Ewing A Co., Glasgo w.  
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Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 28 January 1865  

THE ELLEN BALL.ðYesterday, but from the want of water, Messrs Barclay and 

Shearer would have launched from their yard their first  built Schooner, the Ellen 

Ball. Everything was ready for the launch, and as she lay in the stocks, prepared 

for the signal, admiration of her fine model was general. Mr Chas Shearer, for 

many years famed for his ability as a modeller, has, it is admitted, exceeded any 

former effort, in the finely proportioned lines he has given to this, his first ship as 

a Master Builder. The Ellen Ball is a Clipper Schooner, built with an elliptical 

stern, and it is anticipated, will be a very fast sailer. The measurements  are as 

follows: -- length, 92 ¼ feet; breadth, 22  ½ feet; depth, 11 ½ feet; registered 

tonnage, 132 tons; burthen, 230 tons. She is classed 7 years A 1 at Lloyds, and is 

owned by Messrs Blackburn and Co., Fleetwood.  

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 10 March 1866  

LAUNCH.ðMessrs Barclay and Shearer Tuesday last launched from their yard a 

fine schooner of 150 tons burthen. She is owned by Charles Hazlehurst, Esq., of 

Runcorn, and is tended for the general coasting trade. The schooner is classed  7 

years Al at Lloyds.  

THE shipments of pig iron at Ardrossan for the week ending March 8 were as 

follows: Foreign, 2265 tons ; coastwise, 3251 ðtotal, 5516.  

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 14 July 1866  

A smack to be propelled by steam, is being built in the yard of Messrs Barclay 

and Shearer , first of the kind built in thi s quarter, the  launch is looked forward to 

with some inter est .  

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 09 March 1867  

LAUNCHES.ðAt the building yard of Messrs Barclay and Shea rer on Thursday, 

there was launched a neat little Screw Steamer, intended for the Irish Fisheries 

The engine is 14 horse power, and the following are her dimensions : --  length of 

keel, 52 feet ; breadth of beam, 15 feet ; depth of hold, 7 feet. On Friday, a 

finely modelled schooner was launched from the same yard. Her dimensions are 

as follows : ðlength of keel, 87 feet ; breadth of beam, 20 feet ; depth of hold, 

10 feet. She is registered 99 tons, but will carry 180 tons burthen. She is named 
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the " Francis, " Ardrossan, and is the property of Thomas Pincock, Esq., Glasgow. 

Both launches were very successful. On Friday there were a good many 

spectators, and Mrs Wilson, the Captain's wife performed the ceremony of 

breaking the bottle.  

Perry's Bankrupt Gazette -  Saturday 31 August 1867  

Scotch Partnerships Dissolved. Cont . from Col. 760. Gazette ðAug. 2, 1867. 

Barclay Peter & Ch arles Shearer, ship builders, timber merchants, smiths and 

engineers, 12th June. Debts Barclay  

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 16 November 1867  

DEATHS. At Harbour, Ardrossan, on the 12th instant, Mr Peter Barclay, 

shipbuilder.  

                                         IN MEMORIAM  

                        MR PETER BARCLAY, SHIPBUILDER.                                                                                     

IN our obituary column this week is recorded the name of Mr P. Barclay, 

shipbuilder, who died, after a few days' illness, on Tuesday morning last. Apart 

from being a large employer of labour, the late Mr Barcla y, in a business way, 

was one of the few connected with the harbour from its earliest times. He was a 

blacksmith to trade, and we are assured as a workman he had few rivals. 

Plodding and enterprising, to the blacksmith trade, in his latter years, he added 

the engineering and the shipbuilding. In connection with the last department, to 

supply the want of a graving dock and patent slip, he built a floating dock, and, 

besides repairs, within these few years he built quite a little fleet of coasting 

schooners, models of neat and substantial build. He was a member of the United 

Presbyterian Church, and both in a church and business capacity he will be much 

missed. His funeral took place on Thursday, and the large attendance was 

indicative of the esteem in which h e was held by the community.  

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 30 November 1867  

MARRIAGES. At the Catholic Church, Duke -street, Glasgow, on the 26th instant, 

by the Rev. J. Maginne s Charles Shearer, Esq.. shipbuilder, Ardrossan, to Mary, 

third da ughter of the late John Moloney, Airdrie  
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Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 09 Jan uary 1869  

The general trade of the district during the year was dull ðthe building trade 

duller than it has been for some years. In shipbuilding we observe that Messrs 

Barr and Shearer are building on speculation two wooden vessels ða barque of 

600 tons, and  a schooner of 105 tons. The barque has iron beams in 'tween 

decks. Messrs Peter Barclay and Son, in course of the year, built four coasting 

vesselsðFlora Kelso, wood, a schooner of 58 tons register, for Messrs Kelso and 

Stewart, Ardrossan ; Mary Stewart, a schooner of 54 tons, for Capt. Stewart, 

Ardrossan ; Village Girl, a schooner of 102 tons, for Messrs Porter and Co., 

Fleetwood; Elizabeth Hendrie, a sloop of 28 tons, for Capt. Hendrie, Ardrossan. 

They are building one schooner of 100 tons, for sale; ant her of 60 tons, for 

Messrs Smith and Thomson; and a sloop of 25 tons for Peter Murchie ð all f or 

coasting .  

 

Edinburgh Evening Courant -  Friday 08 October 1869  

Ardrossan The Wreck of a Bri g. ðThe brig Kingaloch, of Maryport, that was 

driven ashore about two miles above Ardrossan during a squall on the evening 

Friday week, was floated off and successfully towed into the harbour yesterday, 

to undergo considerable repairs in the yard of Messrs Peter Barclay & Son, 

shipbuilders, here.  
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Fig. 1                      Ardrossan harbour about 1860  

Duncan Stewart of Ardrossan  

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 18 February 1860  

                               NOW AT ARDROSSAN.  

FOR SALE by Private Bargain, the Brig " MAID OF PERTH," of Greenock, 193 tons 

Register, carries about 320 tons Coals, is in good condition, and well found in 

Stores, apply to DUNCAN STEWART.                                                                          

Ardrossan, 1800.  

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 04 July 1868  

                     WELSH SMITH'S COAL. ðThe Subscriber                                                                                

is expecting daily a cargo of above, and will deliver at Ship's side at a Moderate 

Price, DUNCAN ST EWART.                                                                                            

Ardrossan, 4th July, 1868.  
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Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald -  Saturday 21 December 1872  

                                            DEATHS 

Mr Duncan Stewart, s hipping agent, Ardrossan, at Avondale Cottage, Saltcoats, 

on the 20th inst., after a brief illness. Friends will please accept of this intimation.  
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7.0 Analysis  

The partnership between Peter Barclay & Charles Shearer, ship builders, timber 

merchants, smiths and engineers  only lasted three years until 1867  but the ship 

building was continued by Peter Barclay and after his death the same year by his 

son.  They built iron and steam vessels as well as traditional wo oden sailing 

vessels.   

The gasses from coal loaded on Volunteer exploded in Swansea docks in July 

1866 badly burning two of the crew who probably struck a match to light a pipe 

or cigarette. This was a common problem as the seamen took no precautions to 

avoid explosions and collieryôs in the 1860ôs often had fatal explosions. This is 

probably the damage repairs recorded in LR for 1866.  

In February 1869 Volunteer went aground on Helwick Bank, in the Bristol 

Channel  and returned for repairs at Swansea. The n ew keel required is shown in 

LR as fitted 1869 and some repairs .  

The application for a masters certificate by Thomas Deakin in Appendix E shows 

his career in the merchant Navy until he joined Volunteer.  

The volunteer made some long voyages for a vessel of  its size to Rio Janeiro from 

the Spanish Mediterranean and then to Bahia in  Brazil,  South America . The 

outward cargo is unknown, but Tarragona  only exported red wine and Liquorice, 

she returned with Sugar.  

The mate of the Volunteer, Thomas Deakin Junior was arrested for smuggling in 

November 1870 and fined £100 , a substantial sum when he probably earned £5 a 

month.  He was sentenced to imprisonme nt until the fine was pa id and pleaded 

that he was unable to pay. He was however back on the Volunteer when she 

sank after the collision with the Demetrius in February 1871 as he made a 

deposition concerning the loss and the death of his father.  The amount  he was 

smuggling appears beyond the finances of an ordinary seaman and its possible 

he admitted the charge to shield his father, the master. The method of 

concealing the goods was ñingeniously concealed in a biscuit - locker in the cabin 

of the vessel ò this is unlike other cases where it is concealed under the bunk or in 
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personal property, this is a general area of the ship.  The explanation given that it 

was all for presents for friend and family, appears very generous.  

A notice was published after the loss of the Volunteer and the death of Thomas 

Deakin that he had been fined £5 and over £6 costs for employing an unlicensed 

mate on the vessel ,  which was his son Thomas. It seems to have been as a result 

of the son being arrested for smuggling on their return from Huelva . An overseas 

voyage at this time required a mate who held a certificate  either as a result of 

experience or passing the examinations. It seems Thomas Deakin ignored this 

requirement on the number of overseas voyages in the same year , Thomas 

Deakin junior had been the mate since James Dow was discharged in 

Middlesbrough in 1868 , he was the holder of a mates certificate. The prosecution 

may have been result of the authorities not believing Thomas junior was the 

person smuggling but his father.  

The loss of the Volunteer after a collision where a steamer struck her abaft the 

main rigging and the master was drowned was not investigated by the board of 

trade. The body of the master was not found so no inquest was held.  I found no 

record of a  court hearing for damages or any details if the vessel was insured.  

The Demetrius was a screw steamer of 527 tons and 180 feet in length, so much 

larger than the Volunteer.  

The LR entries continued for some years after the loss of the Volunteer, even 

aft er its classification had expired.  

James Dow , mate of the Volunteer until 1868 obtained his mates certificate in 

1865 and his masters certificate in 1869, see Appendix J , it lists Volunteer as 

some of his experience as mate.  

The BNA produced almost all t he records of the voyages and mishaps affecting 

the Volunteer. The Ancestry records supplied details of masters and mates 

certificates for James Deakin and James Dow. It also supplied census records 

relating to James Deakin and Duncan Stewart. Census recor ds for seamen are 

difficult since they are often at sea and although efforts were made to include 

them, it does not appear successful.  
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8.0  Conclusions & Recommendations    

 

I have spent  about 30 hours on this project with about 95% of the time o n line. 

The name Volunteer is popular as a name for a vessel in this time and almost 

every town had military volunteers producing thousands of possible matches.  

I used my subscription to Ancestry to find the application for a Masters Certificate 

by Thomas Deakin and his certificate (Appendix E) also the census records for 

him producing a family tree Appendix I  and probate entry . It also produced the 

census records for  Duncan Stewart.  I also found the Certificate and application 

for mate and master for James Dow, mate Volunteer 1868 .  

I have been learning how to search census records and other records which can 

be made more difficult if knowledge of the local area is missing. Thomas De akin 

gave his place of birth as Nantwich but it is recorded on official documents as 

Witton which is part of Nantwich.  

The research has answered almost all my original questions, the wreck site for 

the Volunteer is unknown with only a vague location. The crew are listed in the 

transcribed crew lists at Cheshire Archives but without some more details 

concerning family or sh ore based address, they are not identifiable.  

The Volunteer has been  interesting to research for its short career of less than 6 

years, travelling to South America from the Spanish Mediterranean was a 

surprise, and it was aground or leaky more than once in  that time. It became 

almost a family sailed vessel with the master, mate and an able seaman from the 

Deakin family . It however is a short story with little additional information 

available to produce any further publications.  
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Appendices:   

Appendix A ï Table of Lloydôs Registers entries for the Volunteer  

 

1865  in Supplement  No. 10 Volunteer, schooner with galvanised iron bolts, 

master T Deakins, 141 tons, 96.1 feet, 22.8 feet breadth, 11.5 feet draught, built 
under special survey at Ardrossan by Ba rclay in August 1865, owned by Deakins 

& Co., registered in Runcorn, sailing Clyde to Runcorn, classified A1 for 7 years, 

surveyed August 1865, anchor & chain tested on Lloyds approved machines.  

1866 No changes  
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1867 Damage repairs 1866, Runcorn half time 1 868, S wansea  Coaster amended 

to Wh itehave n, new survey April 1868 still A1  

1868 New keel and some repairs 1869, sailing added Swansea Mediterranean, 

new survey April 1869 still A1.  

1869 , 1870 , 1871, 1872  No Changes  1872  stamped expired,  

1873 , 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1880 , 1881, 1882, 1883, 1884  

unchanged but no Classification  ï 1885 No record.  

Appendix B  ï The T imeline for the Volunteer  

 

1865  

August 23 1865 Ardrossan launched schooner The Volunteer  

September 8 1865  Ardrossan  sailed Volunteer, Deakin for Runcorn  

September 30 1865 Liverpool sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Dordt  

November 2 1865 Helvoet sailed Volunteer, Dea con for  Newcastle  

November 7 1865 Shields arrived Volunteer, Dakin from  Dordt  ï sulphur ore  

November  30  1865  Ashore at entrance to Poole Harbour  Volunteer, Deakin from                           

.                                                                                                    Newcastle  

December 1 1865 Poole  arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Newcas tle -  coals  

w/e December 23 1865 Poole  sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Runcorn  

 

1866  

January  29 1866 Dublin  arrived Volunteer, Dea con from  Runcorn  

February 27 1866 Ardrossan sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Newport  

March 22 1866 Newport, Mon. sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Tarragona  

April 28 1866 Tarragona cleared Volunteer, Dakin for Liverpool  

June 1 1866 Liverpool arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Tarragona  

June 25 1866 Liverpool sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Swansea  

June 2 9 1866 Swansea arrived Volunteer, Deacon from Liverpool  

September 29 1866 Dublin  arrived Volunteer, Deacon from Runcorn  -  salt  
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September 29 1866 Dublin cleared outwards Volunteer for Runcorn  

October 21 1866 Villa  Real  arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Villa Nueva  

October 30 1866  Villa Real sail ed Volunteer, Deakin f or Liverpool  

November 13 1866 Liverpool arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Pomaron  

 

1867  

January 26 1867 Limerick sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Gloucester  

w/e January 29 1867 Limerick sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Kingroad -  Oats  

February 21 1867 Gloucester arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Limerick  ï Oats  

March 19 1867 Newport, Mon. sailed Volunteer, Jenkin s for  Tarragona  

April 10 1867 Carthagena arrived Volunt eer, Deakin from  Newport  

April 1 9 1867  Tarragona  arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Newport  

May 18 1867 Tarragona sail ed Volunteer, Deakin f or Rio Janeiro  

May 29 1867 Gibraltar arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Tarragona  & cleared for          

.                                                                                                    Rio Janeiro  

July 12 1867 Rio Jane iro arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Tarragona  

August 29 1867 Bahia arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Rio Janeiro  

September 20 1867 Bahia sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Falmouth  -  sugar  

September 2 8 1867 Bahia  put back leaky Volunteer, Deakin  

November 11 1867 Bahia sailed Volunteer  for Falmouth  

 

1868  

January 12 1868 Queenstown arrived Volunteer, Dakin f rom Bahia  

w/e February 1 186 8 Bristol arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Bahia  

March 26 1868 Ardrossan sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Fleetwood  

March 27 1868 Cairn Ryan arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Ardrossan for                          

.                                                                                         Fleetwood ï Leaky  



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

31 
 

March 31  1868  Fleetwood arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Ardrossan  

June 24 1868 Flushing sailed Volunteer, Dea kin for  Middlesbrough  

August 24 1868 Bilboa sailed Volunteer, Deakin f or Cardiff  

September 21 1868 Middlesbrough arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Bilboa  

November 30 1868 Runcorn  arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Ardrossan  

December 17 1868 Runcorn sailed Volunt eer, Deakin for  Dublin  

December 21 1868 Dublin arrived Volunteer  from Runcorn  

 

 

1869  

February 25 1869 Newport  sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Dundalk  

February 2 7 1869  Ashore on Helwick Bank, Bristol Channel   Volunteer, Deakin for                 

.                                                                                                        Dundalk  

February 2 8 1869  Swansea arrived Volunteer  from Newport for Dundalk -  leaky  

April 22 1869 Dundalk arrived Volunteer, Deakin fro m Swansea after repairs  

May 28 1869 Dublin arrived Volunteer from Runcorn  

June 2 4 1869  Runcorn sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Ostend  

June 26 1869 Liverpool  sailed Volunteer, Deakin for Ostend  

July 6 1869 Ostend arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Liverpool  

July 15  1869 Ostend  sailed Volunteer, Dea con for  Middlesbrough  

July 20  1869 Middlesbrough arrived Volunteer, Dea con from Ostend  

August 2 1869 Deal passed Volunteer of Runcorn from Middlesbrough for                    

.                                                                                                       Swansea  

August 13 1869 Swansea  arrived Volunteer, Dea con from  Middlesbrough  

August 13 1869 Swansea entered outwards Volunteer  140 , Deakin  for Dieppe  

September 5 1869 Dieppe  arrived Volunteer, Deak from  Swansea  

September 24 1869 Dieppe sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Runcorn  
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October 4 1869 Runcorn  arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Dieppe  

October 21 1869 Runcorn  sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Ostend  

October 2 2 1869 Liverpool sailed Volunteer, Deakin for Ostend  

October 2 9 1869  Dover at anchor Volunteer  (schr.)  of Runcorn  

November 5 1869  Ostend arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Liverpool  

November 18 1869 Middlesbrough arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Ostend  

December 2 3 1869 Newport   sail ed Volunteer, Deakin  for Gibraltar  

 

1870  

January 3 1870 Gibraltar  arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Newport  

January 1 2 1870 Gibraltar cleared Volunteer, Deakin for Huelva  

January 17 1870 Huelva arrived Volunteer, Deakin  from Gibraltar  

January 22 1870  Huelva sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Glasgow  

February 13 1870 Tail of the Bank arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Huelva  for                

.                                                                                                        Glasgow  

February 1 4 1870  Glasgow, Bowling arrived Volunteer, D ickens from Huelva  

February 23 1870  Ardrossan arrived Volunteer, Dea con from  Bowling  

April 2 1870 Cardiff arrived Volunteer, Deacon from  Barrow  

April 4 1870 Cardiff entered loading Volunteer, Deakin for Huelva  

April 15  1870 Cardiff  sailed Volunteer, Dea con for  Genoa  

May 21 1870 Huelva  sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Glasgow  

June 13 1870  Greenock arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Huelva  for Glasgow  

June 13 1870 Bowling arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Huelva  

June 25  1870 Ardrossan sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Newport  

July 13 1870 Newport sailed Volunteer, Deakin for  Huelva   

July 25 1870 Huelva arrived Volunteer, Deakin s from  Newport  

August  9 1870  Huelva sailed Volunteer, Deakin for Clyde  
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August 2 8 1870 Greenock arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Huelva  

August 29 1870  Bowling arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Huelva  

October 8 1870 Gibraltar arrived Volunteer, Deakin from  Ardrossan  

October 20 1870 Huelva arrived Volunteer, Deakin from Gibraltar  

October 2 8 1870 Huelva  sailed Volunteer, Deakin for Clyde  

November 22 1870 Greenock arrived Volunteer  127 , Deakin from  Huelva                       

.                                                                                                     ï Minerals  

December 9 1870 Bowling sailed Volunteer, Deakin for Newport  

December 21  1870  Cardiff arrived Volunteer, D icke ns from Barr ow  

 

1871  

January 13 1871 Cardiff sailed Volunteer, D ickin s for  Ardrossan  

February 9 1871 Ardrossan sailed Volunteer, Deakin for Newport  

February 16  1871  Sunk -  Volunteer, Deakin  after collision with screw steamer        

.                                                                                                     Demetrius  

February 20 1871 Liverpool arrived  Demetrius  (s) from Oporto with survivors of              

.                                                                                    the schooner Volunteer  
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Appendix C                 Ports and Other Loc ations  

 

Ardrossan is a town on the North Ayrshire coast in southwestern Scotland. The 

town forms part of a conurbation with Saltcoats and Stevenston. Ardrossan is 

located on the east shore of the Firth of Clyde.  

Bahia is bordered on the east by the Atlantic Ocean, with its Bay of All Saints the 

largest in Brazil.  Bahia's capital is the city of Salvador ,  its  geo graphical regions 

comprise the Atlantic Forest; the maritime region radiating from the Bay of All 

Saints, the site of sugar and tobacco cultivation . 

Bowling  is a village in West Dunbartonshire, Scotland. It lies on the north bank 

of the Firth of Clyde, bet ween the towns of Clydebank and Dumbarton.  

Cairnryan  is a village in the historical county of Wigtownshire, Dumfries and 

Galloway, Scotland. It lies on the eastern shore of Loch Ryan, 6 miles north of 

Stranraer and 81 miles south west of Glasgow.  

Cartagena  is a port city and naval base in the Murcia region of southeast Spain , 

in the Mediterranean . 

Dordrecht historically known in English as Dordt  or Dort, is a city and 

municipality in the Western Netherlands, located in the province of South 

Holland . The municipality covers the entire Dordrecht Island, also often called 

Het Eiland van Dordt ("the Island of Dordt"), bordered by the rivers Oude Maas, 

Beneden Merwede, Nieuwe Merwede, Hollands Diep, and Dordtsche Kil.  

Dundalk  is the county town of County  Louth, Ireland. The town is on the 

Castletown River, which flows into Dundalk Bay on the east coast of Ireland. It is 

near the border with Northern Ireland, halfway between Dublin and Belfast.  

Helwick bank  at the entrance of the Bristol Channel ðabout 11 m iles west of 

Swansea . A  lightship station was established in 1846 to warn of the proximity of 

the Helwick Sands.  
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Huelva  is a port city in southwestern Spain, at the mouth of the Odiel and Tinto 

rivers.  

Flushing is a coastal village in the civil parish of Mylor, west Cornwall, UK. It is 3 

miles east of Penryn and 10 miles south of Truro. It faces Falmouth across the 

Penryn River, an arm of the Carrick Roads.  

The São Domingos Mine is a deserted open -pit mine in Cor te do Pinto, Alentejo, 

Portugal. This site is one of the volcanogenic massive sulfide ore deposits in the 

Iberian Pyrite Belt, which extends from the southern Portugal into Spain.  Known 

as Pomaron  in England, this inland port was specially constructed on t he River 

Guadiana, which here forms the border with Spain, to serve the mine .   

Cobh , known from 1849 until 1920 as Queenstown, is a seaport town on the 

south coast of County Cork, Ireland. Cobh is on the south side of Great Island in 

Cork Harbour .   

Rio de Janeiro  or simply Rio, is the second -most populous city in Brazil  

Runcorn is an industrial town and cargo port in Cheshire, England. The town is 

in the southeast of the Liverpool City Region, with Liverpool 11 miles to the 

northwest across the River Mersey. Runcorn is on the southern bank of the River 

Mersey, During the later 19th century the town became increasingly dominated 

by the chemical and tanning industries. In the 1880s a pipeline was opened 

between Northwich and Weston Point, supplying brine  to the salt works  

The Smalls  approximately 20 miles west of Marloes Peninsula in Pembrokeshire, 

Wales, and 8 miles west of Grassholm  Island . 

The Tail of the Bank  is the name given to the anchorage in the upper Firth of 

Clyde immediately North of Greenock . 

Tarragona  is a port city located in northeast Spain on the Costa Daurada by the 

Mediterranean Sea.  

Villanueva  de Algaidas is a town in the North -Eastern Malaga comarca, province 

of Málaga, part of the autonomous community of Andalusia in southern Spain. 

The municipality is situated approximately 11 kilometres from Archidona, 30 from 

Antequera and 70 from the provincial capital of Málaga.  

Villarrea l, officially called Vila - real, is a city in the province of Castellón which is 

part of the Valencian Community in the east of Spain. Villareal is separated from 

Castelló de la Plana by the Millars River  
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Appendix D     L R Surveyors report Volunteer 1865  
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Appendix E Masters certificate Thomas Deakin  & Application  
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Appendix  F   Mercantile Navy List  

 

1866  

 

 

1867, 1868,1869,1870 no changes  

1871 registered tonnage now 127 tons  

1872 no record.  
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Appendix G       Crew lists for Volunteer  
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