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1.0 Abstract

Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has developed a database of vessels
known to have wrecked around the coast of Wales.

This project is to discover information relating to the history of the schooner Water Lily (MADU
Ref#397) built and launched at Banff Scotland in 1876 for Donald Georgeson of Wick, Scotland.

The Water Lily was a cargo schooner which sailed between Scotland and the Baltic ports of
Sweden, Denmark, Poland, Germany and Russia. After changing ownership the schooner Water
Lily sailed predominately between Ireland and South Wales and various other ports around
Europe and the U.K.

On Dec 06 1914, the schooner Water Lily grounded at Abersoch, Wales during a storm and the
crew were the crew rescued by the Abersoch lifeboat. Although reported to be have been wrecked
the schooner Water Lily was refloated.

On Sept 10t 1917, the schooner Water Lily while sailing from Runcorn Cheshire to Cherbourg
France with a cargo of coal was stopped by U-boat UC 51 and sunk 8 miles from Pendeen
Lighthouse, Cornwall.

The research has been conducted from information gathered from MADU and on-line sites as I do
not reside in the U.K.
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3.0 Introduction

The schooner Water Lily was chosen as:

e it covered a period of sea history from the late 19th century to early 20t century.
e it was a similar ship and time to other ships I had researched from the MADU Wreck list.

e I live overseas online information would be my priority research tool and similar to my
previous research a ship from this period should be reasonably well documented online.

The following topics form the basis of the research:

What were the vessel’s specifications?

What historical information is available relating to the vessel?

Has any salvage, etc. been carried out?

Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel?
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4.0 Background

Prior to starting this research the only known data available to me was from the MADU Master
Wrecksite Database Listing (Table 1) supplied by Mr Ian Cundy.

Table 1: Extract from MADU Master Wrecksite Database

MAD;" Rl Date Wrecked Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type | Matls Ref.
397 06/12/1914 Water Lily | Caernarfonshire Abersoch Grounding Schooner wood | rc, iwj

On Dec 6th 1914, the schooner Water Lily while riding out a storm at Abersoch Caernarfonshire
ran aground requiring the crew to be rescued by the Abersoch lifeboat. The schooner Water Lily
was later refloated.

Fig 2: Location of Water Lily Grounding, Abersoch, Dec 06 1914
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Fig 3: Location of Water Lily Sinking, Cornwall, Sep 10 1917
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5.0 Research Methodology

Computer System

Acer Desktop 64 bit OS; 8 GB Memory, wireless connection.

Windows 10Pro
Microsoft Office 2007

Search engines used: Google Chrome

Methodology

Obtained MADU Listing of Wrecks
Choose ship — Water Lily

s

Checked Lloyds’ Ship Registry (LR) & Mercantile Navy Listing (MNL)
Found first listing of Water Lily in MNL 1878 and LR 1882

L

Using Google and Keyword Water Lily, websites/pages for

references.

From websites/pages listed reviewed

1

1

Ship Details
Ship Builders

Location Built
Specifications

Ship History Other Relevant
Voyages Information

Accidents & Incidences

L

Welsh Wreck Web Research Project
(North Cardigan Bay)
On-line research into the Grounding of
Water Lily (Schooner)

See Section 9 for list of websites viewed




Welsh Wreck Web Research Project

6.0 Results
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Table 2: Water Lily (Schooner) Specification and History

Vessel Name/s Water Lily
Type Sailing Ship — Schooner Al
General Cargo
Built Date Launched: N/A
Delivered: Jan 1876; Registered 28/02/1876
Cost: N/A
Builder John Watson
Banff, Scotland
Construction Materials Wood
Decks 1
Bulkheads N/A
Propulsion Type Sail
Details 2 masts
Dimensions Length 86 ft4in
Beam 21 ft 6in
Draught 10 ft 3 in
Tonnage Gross 110 grt
Net 99 nrt
Owners 1876 Donald Georgeson, Wick, Scotland
1887 William J. Shore, Runcorn, Cheshire
1888 John Howard & Alice Howard, Runcorn, Cheshire
1892 Benjamin O’Connor, Bantry, Ireland
1894 Patrick Driscoll, Bantry, Ireland
1900 Timothy Driscoll, Sherkin Island, Ireland
1909 H.C Chugg, North Devon
Registry Port 1876 Wick; 1887 Liverpool; 1914 Barnstable
Flag GBR
Number 70521
Code P.M.K.S.
History Routes Baltic, Europe, Ireland, U.K
Cargo Raw materials, grains, food products
Grounded Date 06/12/1914
From N/A
To N/A
Captain H.C. Chugg
Crew N/A
Cargo N/A
Location Abersoch
Cause Weather
Loss of life | 0
Outcome Grounded
Sunk Date 10/09/1917
From Runcorn, Cheshire
To Cherbourg, France
Captain N/A
Crew N/A
Cargo Coal
Location 50° 18'N, 5° 40'W, 8 miles NxE of Pendeen Lighthouse, Cornwall
Cause Captured by U-Boat UC 51 and sunk by bombs
Loss of life | O
Outcome Sunk

10
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7.0 Analysis

e The schooner Water Lily was built and launched in Jan 1876 at Banff, Scotland for Donald
Georgeson of Wick (Appendix A, B, D).

e The schooner Water Lily sailed predominately up to 1884 between Scotland and the Baltic
Ports of Sweden Denmark, Germany, Poland and Russia (Appendix C). Cargoes carried
included herrings and oilcake. Other ports in France, Belgium and Portugal were also sailed to.

e In 1887, the schooner Water Lily was re-registered at Liverpool and with a change in owners
(Appendix E, F). From about the same time, the schooner Water Lily sailed predominately
between the ports of Ireland and South Wales with cargoes of raw materials and probably
grains. Other ports in NW England and SW England were sailed to also.

e In Nov 1902, the schooner Water Lily was involved in a collision with the schooner Kattie
Darling at Holyhead Wales. A court inquiry was conducted at Bangor Anglesey (Appendix H, I).

e On Feb 4% 1908, the schooner Water Lily was put up for sale (Appendix J) but remained
registered at Liverpool after her sale.

e In 1914, the schooner Water Lily was registered at Barnstable Somerset (Appendix K).

e On Dec 6% 1914, the schooner Water Lily ran aground during bad weather at Abersoch,
Caernarfonshire. The crew were rescued by the Abersoch lifeboat (Appendix L) and the Water
Lily later refloated.

e There are no records of the activities of the schooner Water Lily from 1914 apart from her
entry in the Mercantile Navy Listing up to an including 1917 (Appendix M).

e On Sep 30 1917, the schooner Water Lily was stopped by U-boat UC 51 while sailing from
Runcorn Cheshire for Cherbourg France with a cargo of coal approximately 8 miles NxE of
Pendeen Lighthouse Cornwall. The schooner Water Lily was then sunk by explosives.

From newspaper articles the Water Lily was recorded:

1876
Mar 07: Sailed Aberdeen Scotland for Firth of Forth Scotland.
Apr 28: Arrived Stornoway Scotland from Lisbon Portugal.
May 09: Assigned International Code PMKS.
May 14: Sailed Wick Scotland for Loch Skipport Scotland, barrels.
Jul 01: Arrived Wick Scotland from Stornoway Scotland.
Jul 04: Sailed Wick Scotland for Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia.
Jul 15: Arrived Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia from Stornoway Scotland.
Aug 01: Sailed Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia for Elsinore Denmark.
Sep 28: Arrived Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia from Weymss Scotland.
Oct 17: Sailed Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia for Elsinore Denmark.
Dec 18: Arrived Caen France from Clackmannan Scotland.
1877
Apr 02: Arrived Pillau Russia from Dysart Scotland.
Apr 21: At Elsinore Denmark from Konigsberg Russia for Campbeltown Scotland.
Apr 28: Arrived Wick Scotland from Konigsberg Russia for Campbeltown Scotland.
May 03: Arrived Campbeltown Scotland from Konigsberg Russia.
Jun 25: Sailed Stornoway Scotland for Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia.
Jun 27: dep Wick Scotland.
Jul 04: dep Stornoway Scotland.
Jul 11: Arrived Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia from Stornoway Scotland.
Jul 26: Sailed Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia for Elsinore Denmark.
Aug 13: Arrived Yarmouth from Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia.
Oct 22: Sailed Pillau Russia for Belfast.

11
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1878

Mar 01-03:
Mar 30:
May 04:
Jul 01:

Jul 30:
Aug 30:
Oct 14

Oct 26-Nov 04:

Nov 14:
Dec 17:

1879

Apr 10-16:
May 20:
Jun 02:

Jul 03:

Jul 04:

Jul 20:
Aug 26:
Sep 05-16:
Nov 03:

1880

Mar 02:
Mar 10-27:
Apr 23:
Jun 25:

Jul 12:
Aug 13:
Aug 18:
Sep 18:
Sep 24:
Oct 07-11:
Oct 22:
Nov 07-27:

Nov 30-Dec 02:

1881
Feb 28:
Mar 05:
Apr 19:
May 02:
May 11:
May 17:
Jun 27:
Jul 20:
Aug 13:
Aug 22:
Aug 31:
Sep 26:
Sep 28:
Oct 08:
Oct 16:
Oct 31:

Nautical Archaeology Society

Sailed Wick Scotland for St David’s Wales, ballast.

Sailed Pillau Russia for Campbeltown Scotland.

Sailed Liverpool for Helmsdale Scotland.

Sailed Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia for Elsinore Denmark.
Arrived London from Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia.

Sailed Wick Scotland for Danzig Poland, cargo herring.
Arrived Wick Scotland from Sunderland, cargo coal.

Sailed Wick Scotland for Danzig Poland, cargo herring.
Sailed Danzig Poland for Antwerp Belgium.

Sailed Antwerp Belgium for Invergordon Scotland.

Sailed Cardiff for Lisbon Portugal.

Arrived Wick Scotland from Lisbon Portugal, cargo salt.

Sailed Wick Scotland for Lock Skipport Scotland, stock.

Jun 03/04: arr/dep Stornoway Scotland.

Arrived Wick Scotland from Barra Scotland, cargo herring.

Sailed Wick Scotland for Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia, cargo herring.
Arrived Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia from Stornoway Scotland.
Arrived Wick Scotland from Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia, oilcake.
Sailed Wick Scotland for Stettin Poland, cargo herring.

Sailed Stettin Poland for England.

Sailed Wick Scotland for Hamble Hampshire, ballast.

Sailed Warkworth Harbour Northumberland for Lisbon.

Arrived Wick Scotland from Lisbon, cargo salt.

Sailed Stornoway Scotland for Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia, herrings.
Arrived Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia from Stornoway Scotland.
Passed Ellsinore Denmark from Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia.
Arrived Great Yarmouth from Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia.
Sailed Wick Scotland for Stettin Poland, cargo herring.

Arrived Swinemunde Poland from Wick Scotland.

Sailed Swinemunde Poland/Stettin Poland for Wick Scotland, ballast.
Arrived Swinemunde Poland from Wick Scotland.

Sailed Stettin Poland for Sunderland.

Nov 13: passed Stockholm.

Nov 22: arr Stockton.

Sailed Sunderland for Banff Scotland, cargo coal.

Sailed Banff for Kennet-pans, ballast.

Sailed Alloa for Plymouth.

Arrived Wick Scotland from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo salt.
Sailed Wick Scotland for Vatersay Scotland, stock.

Arrived Wick Scotland from Helmsdale Scotland, fishing stock.
Sailed Wick Scotland for Vatersay, stock.

Sailed Stornoway Scotland for Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia.
Sailed Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia for Elsinore Denmark.
At Scrabster Scotland for Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia.
Arrived Wick Scotland from Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia, oilcake.
Sailed Wick Scotland for Stettin Poland, herring.

Arrived Wick Scotland from Stettin Poland, empty barrels.
Sailed Wick Scotland for Lerwick Scotland, ballast.

Sailed Lerwick Scotland for Stettin Poland, herring.

Arrived Danzig Poland from Lerwick Scotland.

Sailed Danzig Poland for Caen France.

12
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1882

Mar 30-Apr 10:

Apr 25:
May 18:
May 29:
Jun 10:
Jul 01-14:
Jul 25:
Aug 17:

Sep 28-Oct 01:

Oct 25:

1883

Jan 05:
Jan 27:
Aug 27:
Oct 11:

1884-1886

1887:
Jul 21:
Sep 13:

1888

Apr 16:
Aug 13:
Sep 08:
Sep 13:

1889

Jun 21:
Jun 27:
Jul 09:
Sep 13:
Sep 24:
Oct 10:
Oct 14:

1890

Feb 05:
Jun 12:
Jun 26:
Jul 13:

Aug 11:
Sep 18:
Oct 14:

1892

Sep 06-22:
Oct 04-18:
Dec 05:
Dec 21:

1893
Jan 10-24:
Jan 30:

Sailed Hartlepool for Poole Dorset, cargo 180 tons coal.
Sailed Poole Dorset for Runcorn Cheshire, cargo clay.
Arrived Wick Scotland from Runcorn Cheshire, cargo salt.
Sailed Wick Scotland for Blyth Northumberland, ballast.
Sailed Bo’'ness Scotland for Konigsberg Russia.

Sailed Pillau Russia for Peterhead Scotland, cargo billetwood.
Sailed Peterhead Scotland for Sunderland, ballast.

Sailed Wick Scotland for Danzig Poland, cargo herring.
Sailed Sunderland for Wick Scotland, cargo coal.

Sailed Wick Scotland for Danzig Poland, herring.

Arrived Leith Scotland from Boulogne France.

Arrived Wick Scotland from Leven Scotland, cargo coals.
Arrived Wick Scotland from Cronstadt/St Petersburg Russia.
Sailed Swinemunde Poland/Stettin Poland for West Hartlepool.

No Information found

Arrived Donegal Ireland from Liverpool.
Passed east of Lizard Cornwall.

Arrived Irvine Scotland from Ballina Ireland.
Arrived Portsmouth from London.

Arrived Cardiff from Portishead Dorset.
Sailed Cardiff for London.

Passed North St Ann’s Head Wales.

Arrived Lancaster Lancashire from London.

Sailed Lancaster Lancashire for Palnackie Scotland.
Sailed Guernsey for Jersey.

Arrived Falmouth Cornwall from Jersey.

Passed out St Ann’s Head Wales.

Arrived Liverpool from Jersey.

Arrived Belfast from London, cement.

Sailed Cuxhaven Germany for Dunkirk France.
Arrived London from Dunkirk France.

Arrived Westonpoint Cheshire from London.
Arrived Irvine Scotland from Runcorn Cheshire.
Sailed Pentewan Cornwall for Runcorn Cheshire.
Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Ballina.

Sailed Bantry Ireland-Newport Wales-Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Bantry Ireland-Newport Wales-Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Bantry Ireland from Newport Wales.

Sailed Bantry Ireland for London
Sailed London for Bantry Ireland via Falmouth Cornwall.
Feb 24: dep Falmouth Cornwall.

13
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Mar 11:
Apr 02:
Apr 08:
May 18:
Jun 05:
Jun 10:
Jun 21-Jul 06:
Aug 03:
Aug 05-18:
Aug 25:
Sep 26:
Oct 26:
Nov 23:
Dec 06:

1894

Mar 05:
May 01:
May 15:
May 30:
Jun 26:
Jul 23:

Aug 25:
Sep 14:
Sep 22:
Oct 04:
Oct 19:
Nov 16:
Nov 23:
Dec 08:
Dec 21:

1895
Nov 02:
Dec 07:

1896

May 06:
May 26:
Jul 17:

Jul 22:

Aug 11:
Oct 14
Oct 31:
Nov 06:
Nov 16:
Nov 20:
Dec 08:

1897

Mar 30:
May 04:
May 31:
Jun 21:
Jul 30:

Aug 31:
Oct 11:
Nov 15:

Sailed Bantry Ireland for Bristol.

Arrived Bantry Ireland from Newport Wales.

Sailed Bantry Ireland for Milford Wales.

Arrived Bantry Ireland from Bridgewater Somerset.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Bantry Ireland-Newport Wales-Bantry Ireland.
Arrived London from Bantry Ireland.

Sailed London for Swansea Wales.

Sailed Swansea Wales for Neath Wales.

Sailed Teignmouth Devon for Liverpool.

Arrived Swansea Wales from Liverpool.

Arrived Newport Wales from Waterford Ireland.
Arrived Bantry Ireland from Newport Wales.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Bantry Ireland for Newport Wales.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Bantry Ireland for Bristol.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Bantry Ireland for Bristol.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Courtmacsherry Ireland.
Arrived Kinsale Ireland from Newport Wales.
Sailed Kinsale Ireland for Newport Wales.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Castletown Ireland via Liverpool.
Arrived Newport Wales from Castletown Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

14
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1898

Jan 29:
Mar 14:
Apr 25:
May 28:
Jul 16:

Aug 04:
Aug 20:
Sep 15:
Sep 17:
Oct 20:
Dec 24:

1899

Mar 06:
Mar 11:
Apr 14:
May 24:
Jun 19:
Jul 14

Jul 19:

Aug 26:
Sep 25:
Oct 31:

1900
Jan 18:

Jan 20:
Feb 21:
Mar 02:
Mar 31:
Apr 05:
May 04:
May 19:
Sep 27:
Nov 12:

1901
Mar 12:
Apr 06:
Apr 22:
May 08:
Jun 10:
Oct 05:
Oct 23:
Oct 25-31:
Oct 27:
Nov 11:

1902
Nov 07:
Dec 12:

1903

Nov 09:
Nov 16:
Nov 26:

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from St David’s Wales.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Swansea Wales from Bristol.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Cork Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Castletown Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Union Hall Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Union Hall Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Union Hall Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Union Hall Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Union Hall Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Courtmacsherry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Courtmacsherry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Crookhaven Ireland.

Master of the schooner Water Lily, George Harrington fell off the quayside at
Newport Wales and latter died (Appendix G).
Sailed Newport Wales for Youghal Ireland.

Sailed Kinsale Ireland for Newport Wales.

Sailed Newport Wales for Castletown Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Castletown Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Castletown Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Castletown Ireland.
Arrived Kinsale Ireland from Newport Wales.
Sailed Newport Wales for Crookhaven Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Crookhaven Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Dingle Ireland.

Arrived Youghal from Newport Wales.

Sailed Newport Wales for Crookhaven Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Crookhaven Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Crookhaven Ireland.
Arrived Bantry Ireland from Newport Wales.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

Passed in at St Ann’s Head Wales.

Sailed Bantry Ireland for Newport Wales.

Collided with Kattie Darling at Holyhead (Appendix H).
Inquiry into Collision with Kattie Darling (Appendix I).

Arrived Bantry Ireland from Newport Wales.
Sailed Bantry Ireland for Newport Wales.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

15
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Dec 24:

1904

Jan 01-06:
Mar 17:
Apr 20:
May 07:
May 26:
Jun 28:
Jul 05:
Jul 26-29:
Aug 13:
Oct 01:
Oct 07:
Oct 27:
Nov 07:
Nov 18:
Nov 30:

1905
Apr 11:

May 11-17:

Jun 06:

Jun 10-30:

Jul 13:

Aug 19:
Aug 29:
Sep 26:
Nov 16:

Dec 16-22:

1906
Feb 22:

Mar 12-18:

Apr 15:
Apr 19:
Jun 01:
Jun 12:
Jul 31:
Aug 06:

1907

Feb 11:
Jun 13:
Jul 12:

Aug 20:
Oct 04:
Oct 18:
Nov 25:

1908

Jan 16:
Jan 29:
Feb 20:
Mar 24:
Jul 06:
Jul 23:
Aug 06:

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Hayle Cornwall.
Arrived Bantry Ireland from Newport Wales.
Sailed Bantry Ireland for Newport Wales.
Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Castletown Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Castletown Ireland.
Sailed Bantry Ireland for Newport Wales.
Sailed Newport Wales for Dingle Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Dingle Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Bantry Ireland for Newport Wales.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Kenmare Ireland.
Arrived Bantry Ireland from Newport Wales.

Arrived Newport Wales from Hayle Cornwall.

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland via Glengrff.
Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Crookhaven Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Tralee Ireland.

Sailed Newport Wales for Castletown Ireland.

Arrived Bantry Ireland from Newport Wales.

Sailed Bantry Ireland for Newport Wales.

Arrived Bantry Ireland from Newport Wales.

Sailed Bantry Ireland for Crookhaven Ireland.

Arrived Whitehaven from Crookhaven Ireland.

Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Castletown Ireland.
Arrived Whitehaven Cumbria from Crookhaven Ireland.
Sailed Whitehaven Cumbria for Kilrush Ireland.

Arrived Irvine Scotland from Bowling Glasgow.

Sailed Irvine Scotland for Suleen.

Arrived Poole Dorset from Limerick Ireland.
Sailed Waterford Ireland for Bristol Ireland.
Arrived Youghal Ireland from Newport Wales.
Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Crookhaven Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Crookhaven Ireland.
Arrived Newport Wales from Crookhaven Ireland.

Arrived Youghal Ireland from Newport Wales.

Put up for sale on Feb 04.

Sailed Youghal Ireland for Newport Wales.

Sailed Newport Wales for Youghal Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Youghal Ireland.

Arrived Kinsale Ireland from Newport Wales.

Arrived Newport Wales from Courtmacsherry Ireland.
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Aug 13:
Sep 19:
Oct 21:

1909

Mar 18:
May 10:
Jun 11:
Jun 15:
Jul 10:

Jul 28:

Aug 20:
Sep 29:
Nov 0O1:
Dec 08:

1910

Jan 21:
Mar 18:
May 07:
May 08-12:
May 30:
Jun 13:
Jun 21:

Jul 01:

Jul 14
Aug 04:
Aug 10-13:
Aug 27:
Sep 24:
Nov 06:
Nov 12:

1912
Jul 31:

1914
Dec 06:
1915-1916

1917
Sep 10

Nautical Archaeology Society

Sailed Newport Wales for Clonakilty Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Courtmacsherry Ireland.
Sailed Kinsale Ireland for Hayle Cornwall.

Arrived Newport Wales from Barnstable Somerset.
Sailed Kinsale Ireland for Bristol.

Arrived Newport Wales from Hayle Cornwall.
Sailed Newport Wales for Bantry Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Sailed Newport Wales for Ballinacurra Ireland.
Arrived Cardiff from Ballinacurra Ireland.

Arrived Newport Wales from Bantry Ireland.
Arrived Par Cornwall from Newport Wales.

Sailed London for Exeter Devon.

Sailed Exmouth Devon for Teignmouth Devon.
Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Teignmouth Devon.
Arrived Newport Wales from Cardiff.

Sailed Newport Wales for Par Cornwall.

Arrived Runcorn Cheshire from Par Cornwall.
Arrived Lymington Hampshire from Runcorn Cheshire.
Arrived Southampton from Lymington Hampshire.
Sailed Southampton for Newport Wales.

Sailed Newport Wales for Clonakilty Ireland.
Arrived Youghal Ireland from Clonakilty Ireland.
Sailed Youghal Ireland for Guernsey.

Arrived Poole Dorset from Guernsey.

Sailed Runcorn Cheshire for Mylor Cornwall.
Arrived Port Talbot Wales from Swansea Wales.
Arrived Newport Wales from Falmouth Wales.

Arrived Newport Wales from Ballydinga Ireland.
Crew rescued by Abersoch Lifeboat after grounding during bad weather
(Appendix L).

No Information found

Stopped by U-boat UC 51 while sailing from Runcorn Cheshire 50° 18'N, 5°
40'W, 8 miles NXE of Pendeen Lighthouse. Sunk by explosives.
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations

The project took approximately 4 working days with half of that time spent on on-line research.

Having read the report sufficient information has been collated to compile a comprehensive
history of the schooner Water Lily.

From the information gathered the schooner Water Lily sailed predominately between Scotland
and the Baltic ports of Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Poland and Russia carrying herring and oil
cake. From ~1887 and under new ownership the schooner water Lily sailed predominately
between Ireland and South Wales but also between ports of N.W. England and S.E England
carrying raw materials and grains.

Although reported initially as having wrecked and sunk at Abersoch in December 1914, research
found that the schooner Water Lily was still active up to Sep 1917 when it was stopped and sunk
by a German U-boat off Cornwall.

Many different WebPages were viewed ranging from large organisations e.g. Lloyd’s Registry
Listings to smaller WebPages such as local history or people with a given interest in a subject.
The quantity and quality of the WebPages appeared depended on the targeted audiences and the
amount of work undertaken. Some of the historical and interest in a subject WebPages were
extremely useful. Newspaper archives were also very helpful in giving an overall picture of the
operation of the ship and filling in information gaps.

Much of the data collated between websites checked out with some discrepancies observed.

A few WebPages viewed led to pay to view pages. However in most cases the information was
obtained from other sources.

From the research conducted, setting a goal and how to reach that goal should be mapped out
first. Careful use of specific words in search engines is very important. As with a number of other
researches conducted, finding a listing of the captains of the Water Lily reduced the number of
news articles to be reviewed.
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9.0 References

9.1 Online WebPages

The following websites and pages have been used in the compilation of this report:

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
Keyword: Water Lily, Water Lily Williamson; Water Lily Bennett; Water Lily Driscoll

https://www.clydeships.co.uk/view.php?year built=&builder=&ref=56772&vessel=WATER+LILY

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?&name=Water%20Lily&steamsail=Sail&submit=En
ter&year=1878

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?shipsearch=Water+Lily&SearchType=Exact&subm
it=search

https://www.google.co.uk/

https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online

https://newspapers.library.wales/

https://uboat.net/wwi/boats/?boat=UC+51

https://uboat.net/wwi/ships hit/6470.html

https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http:/freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/mariti
me/lifeboat/wreck.htm

https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?10457

9.2 Personal Correspondences
I would like to thank Mr Ian Cundy for supplying the initial information and other information with
regards to the research project.
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Appendices:
Appendix A: Appropriation Book Aug 1876, Water Lily
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Appendix B: Mercantile Navy List 1878, Water Lily, Wick
T ' NFL. : , L
52243 | ‘Water Lily, 8t. John's, N.F.L. . | 8r. B%ni‘vils‘ta, 1860 - 20 | Wm. Kelligrew, 8t. John's, N.F.L. J-j_,]‘
75979 | Water Lily, 8. John’s, N.F.L. . | 8r. |Flat Is., N.F.L.| 1877 .. 33 | Joseph Hicks, Flat Is., Bonavista Bay, N.F.LL o4y
62472 | Water Lily, Sunderland ., ., | Bk | Sunderland . | 1863 | HP.G.C 879 | Joseph Michael Smith, 61, Wear 8t., Mouk- ’.:35
: . wearmouth Shore, Sunderland. ‘ujlv
39155 | Water Lily, Waterford e« +|Bn (Pr.EdIs. .|185 | SN.D.H 132 | William Downey, Waterford. '
70521 | Water Lily, Wick . . . | Br. | Banff .| 1876 | PM.K.8B 99 | Donald Georgeson, Wick. i)
67395 | Water Lily, Yarmouth . .| Dy. {a) &6!‘5)5 . 48 | John Bates, Gorleston, Suffolk, 'y
50591 | Water Lilv. Yarmouth. N.8. . | Br. | Carleton. N.B.I 1 .. 71 | John R. Rogers, Yarmouth, N.S. _ 1%
Appendix C: Crew Signing on Papers 1881
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Appendix D: Lloyd’s Registry 1882, Water Lily, Wick

Im\-) 83 LLOYD'S REGISTER OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN SHIPPING. W\ ‘\'[‘
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v Water Lily  Sk|ILJohn 24| 44:3/16°6] 60} B i herveny TN | 719/H.Jol M L [Mil. | A ]
1 e ’ J [BIS : . 1D 0% 1 2y rs Mat / p 10me AL&CH 7
9 % - ‘I'H vl'\h_;;'\ 128 90 l 214 Il‘ S \Hrlwlwu l\y’.l—‘ \\'}1'1'5|4|]ll)i!-; l.!m!\\'«}llm f
230" rEYM.75ptLB | 138 srp.T4 Pickard Co.(Lim.) \RCP. (5
2 SriGWillmsn| 99| 86:421°6[10°3] | .coceeiascnrionseseas Banft 1876|D.Georgeson |Wick Bnf 9 Al
J p 11001 i : Watson lmo. ar.BafS1ia.ace 2,81
! 110
,' T 140 80-3122:71180 . INewport 1846|J.Gann Favrshm
4 Witch g
. 40

. Name of Ship :
Oggml and Rig. | Where bulilt.

Port of Registry.

43 o .
E nnpanal é & | Name and Address of Sole Registered Owner,
g Code | or of Managing Owner when
Signal | %8 h o
E (if any). | @E there are more Owners than One,

45226 Wa.t.er Lily. Folmouth

56807 | Water Lily, Fleetwood
85803 | Water Lle. Gnmsby
61904 | Water lly, Halifax, N 8,
93095 | Water Lily, Hull .

e v s e
.
74
=

8k, |[Hull . .

. | K. | Falmouth , | 1863 | V.C.L.

. | Bideford . | 1867 | L.F.G
. | Dy. | Grimsby 1871 . | 42| Joseph Iﬂthie,GraftouSt NewClee, anlnshu-(
. | 8r. | Liverpool, N.8. %ggg . 14 | John Publicover, Dover, "Halifax co., N.8.

B | 62| Wm. R, Buns, Cove, Constn.ntme, Cornwall. .
H 128 | John Amer, Fleetw

12 | Thos. Smit.h, 4, Thomas 8q., Hedoan. Hul.

70521 | Water Lily, Liverpool . . |Sr. | Banft . . ig;g PMKS | 8| Wm. J, Shore, Runcorn.

19093 | Water Lily, London . . .| Spl [ Newbury

26 | Edward Cole, Church St., Mllbon. Kent.

79932 | Water Lily, Lowestoft’ . . | Lr. | Lowestoft . | 1878 - 31 | John Moore, 14, North PL, Infirmary Plair:

Appendix F: Change of Ownership O

Goastance (50385, "Eliwar

Garfield (82340). Archibald

gow,
Industry (47800). Bdward G.
Kate and Polly (63718). George E. J. Moody, “MNQ.,

Marion St030, Bonry B Corocli ol e

Lowestoft.

ct 1888

CHANGES IN OWNERSHIP

AND MANAGEMENT OF VESSELS,
(N.B.—The Name uAummu...,a.;"o

dlﬂ.
Nﬂlhn-.'”q

Elirs Everitt
(61804). MLW of 35, Lime Stree, | .

dwm“

"""“‘i....

h e h(-.,
Union B (72162). Joseph dlmm“.
Wates Lily (70571). Howard, o Runcors, Cheshise, wy,
Ellen (89333). George A. of Thursday Island,

Fivo Sisters (91806). I.hlh.dl&MN
| Miarion (86370). Willlam T. mdm.“

| Mary (75896). Aﬂ-:m ldl&hhuou*,‘
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Appendix G: Report on Accident at Newport, Jan 1900

George Harrington, aged 60, a native of the
South of Ireland, and captain of the schooner
Water Lily, died at Newport Infirmarvy on
Sunday morning. On Thursday night, about
ten o’clock, he tried to* jump on board the
schooner Harriett and Amelia, lying in the
0Old Dock, but fell against the quay wall and
cut his forehead. He was medically attended,
and seemed to be getting on well until Satur-
day, when he took a turn for the worst, and
was removed to the infirmary, where he died.

Appendix H: Newspaper Report on Collision at Holyhead, Nov 1902

COLLISION. — On Friday morning, as the
schooner “Kate Darling.” of Cardigan, was com-
ing into the Harbour of Refuge, she collided with
the schooner “Water Lily,” of Liverpool, which
was at anchor in the outer roads. The steam
lifeboat “Duke of Nrthumberland” was at once
called out, and rendered assistance, a portion of
the lifeboat’s crew being put aboard each vessel. |
The damaged vessels were towed into the Old
Harbour for safety.
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Appendix I: Inquiry Report on Nov 1902 Collision at Holyhead

‘

BANGOR ADMIRALTY
COURT.

On Menday; befora his Houour Judge Sir
Horatio Lloyd, the owners of the schooaer
“Water Lily,” «f Liverpool, who were ro-

rosonted by Mr Righy Swift (nstructed oy
Mr Humner, Holylhead), sued the owners of
the “Katt'e Darling” (fcr whom Mp C. E,
Moreton Pritchard, Ho yhead, appearad),
for a sum of £300 damagos sustained as the
result of a colimion off Ho yhead on Novem-
ber 71l last. s : e

John Bourno master of the “Water Li'y,”
said that he lofe Liverpoal cn the 3rd No-
vember bound for Skitbecien with a eargo
of gas ccal. He brought up and anchored
in the old reads at Holvhead, clear of 'ﬂ'ﬁc
the 7th November, witn-ss saw thie “Kattio
Darling' coming abeng, and as he regarded
his position dang'movs wider the coeam-
stances he hailed her. Tmstcad of olearing
off tha “Kattie Darling” (which was then
about 200 yards away) let go an anchor.
Tha “Kattie Dariing’’ did rot coina head to
wiad at all, but came browdsid: ¢n to the
“Water Li'y," causing great damage. Heo

signalled for assistance, and the tug “Bri- |

tish King” camas up and towed the “Watar
Lily” to the inner harlenr at Holyhead.

Thy ercw of the “Kattiz Darling' aban- |

doned their vessel (witness said) and jumped
on board the “Water Lilv.” — In erdss-
exanunation, witoess said ke cons’dered the
“Kattie Darling’’ was sinking. especially as
her eaplain’ and mate for a tine refused
to return to their ship at Lis request. Wit-
ness did not then know what damage had
been doue to his vess:l. — Re-examined,
witness said that if it had not been for this
oollision he would not have gone inte the
inuer ‘warbour at Holyhead,

PR N St BTN e —
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George Menders, mate of the “Water
Lijy,” said he saw the “Kattie Darling”
tacking two or threo times. They hailed
the “Kattiz> Darling” to go about, but sha
did not do so, and dropp:d her anchor,
with the result that ¢Lid drifted on to the
“Water Lily," and collided with the latter,
After the vessels struck the crew of the
“Kattie Darling” came on board thd “Water
Lily.”  They declined to go back, stating
that their vessel was half full of water and
sinking,. Witness spoke to the assistance
rendered by the “British King.” — Cross-
examined, witness said that the “Kattie
Dariing" was towed into the inner harhoor
by the “Brilliant Star.”

John Daisy, an ablsy s:aman on board the
“Water Lily,” said he himso)[ hai'ed the
“Kattie Darling” to go about befcre the
co'lision vecurred. The latter vessel did
not go abeut but dropped anchor. He cor-
robarated Lis captain as to the damage
done, and gave evidemce 6 to the assist-

ks avid
er evidence wias given i
Driscoll. b A
Captain Wi'liam Bibby (master of the tug
“British King'') stated that on ths date n
question be saw signals of distress. and
found after going cut that two vessels were
in collision. The “Kattic Darling” had sai
cn at the time. Witnoess passed a rops to
thd “Water Lily." and pullad her clear of
the “Kattie Darling.”  Tha latter »as
afterwards towad away by the “Brilliant

Star.” Witness agreed to aceopt £100 sor
the srvices ha had rendered.

Richard Rickett, a cosstguard stationsd
at Holyhoad, spid (5c nicht was very dark.
About half past four he saw a vessel nearing
the breakwater making short tacks, and
when last he saw her she steered very near
a vessel lying at anchor. She scemed o
have dioppad heor andhors. — Cress-exa-
mined : He could not sew anything but the
vessals’ lights. He had offered to give h's
cvidencz to Mr Moreton Pritchard, *ut
they disagreed to witness' version regard-
ing the appearanc) of the lights.
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ritchard, forsman Jm
liams and Son, $1ip builders, gave evidenge
8s to the cost of the repairs done to the
“Water Lily.”” The amount charged wus o5
reasonabls as possible. — Cross-cxaminad,
witness was questionad as to the dbtails of
| the damage done to the vessel.

Peter McLanghlin, master of tha salvege
beat “Duke of Edinburgh,” deposed to ind-
ing the anchor of the “Kattic Darling”’ en-
tang'od in the “Water Lily’s' chains.

1 . The owner of the “Water Lily" sta'ed
that before the collision the vessel was

depreciation being due to ths collision.

master of the “Kattie Darling,” who stated
that his vessel took a course between ta

and anchered some distancy away. One -f
the anchors go! foulad, but this conld nat
have been obﬁrted. They had to ride with
Gy one ancior, and his vessel proceeded
in '{he direction of the “Water Lily.”” 1h-
bows ¢f the “Water Lily” were cleared, and
his vessel came along side.  Witness asked
the master of the “Water Lily” to assist,
but he declined. It was anly to get assist
ancx that he went on boand the “Water
Lily,” and not Lecause he thoght his owa
vessel was sinking. The “Brilliant Star
throw urope on (u witnessis's vessal, which
was towed away. Witness did not see the
, “BritislmKing." Witness wassura thal the
“Wator Lily” did not drag a foct; if she
Dad draggpd she would have co lided with
the b vater, — By Mr HRighy Swift:

Witness denied that he had been in trouble

several times with the “Katiie Darling. °
After he left Holyhead the second time o
lifetwat did assist them near the Cardigan
shere, but not beeanse thay wers in danger ;
they simply wanted to get on shore. That
pleasure trip did not cost, anything (lanzh-

ter).  The auchor of the “Kattie Darling” |

was dropped about 500 yards away from the
"Watir Lily."—Re-examined:  His only
chauce of aveiding a col ision was to pay
out moze more chain in ths kope of the an.

worth £750; he now valued it at £600, the
Mr Brya Roberts called Goorge Be:cr,

“Water Lily” and the end of the breakwater

Nautical Archaeology Society

William Griffich, mate of the “Kattic
Darling,”” stated that it was blowing a gale
when his vesscl enterad the Helyhead har-
bour to seek <helier. When they arrived
cpposite 1aa “Water Lily™ tls: captan cr-
dor.ad him to hoard h r. and he asked for
assistance.  The captain of the “Water
Lily” put up a signal, and the tug koat
“Brilliant Star” came vp, and aft-r slipping
toth anchors th- “Kartie Dariing” clearesd
away. The “Kartic Darling” was in no
danger whatsver, and mada no water., Ha
did not leave the “Kaftie Darling'* ne-
caus: she was in danger,

Tromas Joucs, beatman, Stanloy Ro~=,
Holyhead, gave evidenes that in r.:sp;,mc
to a signal of distress be, with twg men
naned Thoias Thomas and Wikiam Ow:n,
precccded in a Lear towards the “Katige
Darling” and tha “Wat-pr Lily,” on boaru
of which ke saw the master. who said tha, |
ke did not sequire any assistance. Tho |
master of the * RKattie Barling™ caid that
he want:d as<stance, snd the “Briiliant

Star” thr=w 2 iine on Leazd and towed 101

| away. Ther: was o other wug in sight

then. Thes was scare oly any waterin the
“Ruttie Daring™ iy fuect five inptes'
pumpiag suffieed,
Themas Thowas, Hoiyhead, corrcborated
thy evidency of 1h: last witness. The
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“Kaltia Darling’” was in ne donger.  Thoy
hud received £20 for assisiing yho “Katia
Darling.”

H. J. Davies, lightkeoper, Holylead, who

wilnessed the colision trom the end of tho
breakwater, gave evidenve for the dofend-
ants,
-] Ceptain H. H, Williams, a retired master
marincr, Holyhead, statca that e made a
sarvey of thd “Walter Lily,”” No injury
was dene under the water line, so that the
safety of the vessel was not ircatened by
the collision. There was no chance of
avciling the collision excopt by paying cut
he chan.  After the ropairs amounting to
£35 had becn done to the “Water Lilv"’
1| she would bd in a batter pondition than
bofore the collision.

David Williams, lizhthonsca keeper, .Holy-
head, ealled by Mr Rizby Swift, stated that
the “KRattie Darling’’ was on the starboard
tack.

Mr Bryn Rotorts, ad ‘ressing the Judge,
for the defence, said that thers was no
negligenco on the part of his elionts. The
plaintiffs attributed to tho master of ths
“Kattie Darling” conduct :hat would be
absolupely irsane. The ¢vidence of the
master of the “Kattie Darling” was per
feetly reasonable; he was tacking up and
down in order to gt to the windward side
which was safest. Tika collision was a
common misfortuna and ressonable judg-
ment was excrcised by the master of the
“Kattie Darling."’

Mr Righy Swift submitted that the de-
f-ndants might have done semething, or
devised somcthing during that half hour
to prevent the collisien with the “Water
Li'y." They did not even give a watching
shiout ta the orow of the vessel towards
which they were drifting.

The Judge, in giving his dec'sion, said
that ha was catisficd that the “Kattio |
Darling™ was not brought up to the proper
cistauce: and the attempt to anchor was
madae too near to the “Water Lily.”” By
the cellision certan  damaces were caused
and taking into consideration the fact that
the acci | nt bapp ned at n'ght, the cap'cin
of the “Water Lily"’ was justified in taking
his wssel away by means of a tugboat,
s> that £100 in that respect should be re-
turnel to him. He would award judgment
for the plaintiff for £170,

e —— RS TR,
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Appendix J: Advertisement for Sale of Water Lily Feb 1908

Appendix K: Mercantile Navy List 1914, Water Lily, Barnstaple
. ; £ Inter- |%¢ Owner, or Part Owner, and Manager
. Name of Ship .| 2 | national | 2@ (if recorded),
Ofgcc:)l.al and Rig.| Where built. 5 S?gggl _a g X Signifies Managing Owner,
Port of Registry. ; (if any). ﬁg?( Ttalies signify Manager.
‘ 102522 | Water Bird, Nassau, N.P, . | Sr. | Bahamas . 1892 e 20 | Robert Nelson Musgrove, Nassau, N.P.
34680 | Water L:lly. St. John' s, NFL | 8r. | Bonavista, N FL | 1864 e 16 | William Penny, Bonavista Bay, N.F.L.
06581 | Water Lilly, St. John's, 'NFL | Sr. | Sound Is., NFL | 1888 ' 23 | Moses Monroe, St. John's, N.F.1L,
70521 | Water Lily, Barnstaple . | Sr. | Banff . . 1876 | P.M.EK.B 85 X}i]z_a.rrts;'h % Chugg. Church St., Braunton,
or evo
62144 | Water Lily, Guernsey . . | Cr. | Plymouth ., . [ 1869 .. 33 Rlﬁ{]ard téh Hutchmgs, 101, Salisbury Road,
ymou
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Appendix L: Report of Crew Rescue, Dec 1914

Roberts,
dmbier

y.,” L:;t week's 1ssuo, thm
ev WM M
e m faots are _
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ABERSOCH

Rmmm'r CATLED OUT — Tho Bev n

rector, wuﬁe:.—,‘lu
to the crew of ﬁo
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